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Wikimedia Foundation

● Aims to distribute free knowledge to every 
single person on the planet in their own 
language

● Develops and maintains open content 
reference works

● Non-profit organization
● Funded by public donations and grants
● Chapters in France and Germany



Wikimedia Projects
● Wikipedia - encyclopedia

● Wikibooks - textbooks

● Wiktionary - dictionary

● Wikinews - news

● Wikisource – primary source texts

● Wikiquote – quotations collection

● Commons – images, audio and video



Wikimedia projects

● All Wikimedia projects are:
– Free: libre and gratis

● GNU Free Documentation License
– Multi-lingual
– Wiki based
– Publicly editable
– Neutral point of view



Multi-lingual
● Content can be added in any language
● Over 100 languages active
● More than 50000 Wikipedia articles in:

– English: 596,000
– German: 245,000
– Japanese: 122,000
– French: 118,000
– Swedish: 82,000
– Dutch: 75,000
– Polish: 71,000
– Portuguese: 54,000
– Spanish: 52,000



Openly editable wikis
● Openly editable websites
● Anyone can edit (almost) any page
● Typical wiki features

– Recent changes and watchlists
– Page histories
– User contribution lists



Wikipedia

● Freely licensed encyclopedia written by 
thousands of volunteers in many 
languages

● Founded January 15, 2001
● 1.8 million articles
● Among top 100 websites according to 

Alexa.com
wikipedia.org



English Wikipedia



Frisian Wikipedia



Hebrew Wikipedia





The wiki model

● The wiki model provides a new method 
of communication, collaboration, and 
knowledge sharing.

● Many projects based on the model of 
Wikipedia.

● Part of a trend toward reader-contributed 
content.



cyber.law.harvard.edu/globalvoices/



education.wikicities.com



Threats

● “POV pushers”
– Anyone can edit a page, so anyone can 

attempt to enforce their own point of view.
● Government blocking

– Wikimedia projects were not accessable to 
users in mainland China for two short 
periods in 2004.

● Legal freedoms
– Not all content is legal in all countries. 

Issues with copyright and libel.



Knowledge for all
● Empowering users to build an information 

resource
● Respect for all languages
● Building a global free knowledge community

– Free to participate
– Free to access
– Free from advertising
– Free to use in any way




