Partnership Declaration
Ministerial Conference on ‘Border Management and Drug Control in Central Asia’
Dushanbe, 21- 22 October 20081
United in their desire to fight illicit trafficking in narcotics, psychotropic substances,
chemical precursors, weapons, hazardous materials, human beings, and trans-border
crime and international terrorism, whilst promoting the legal movement of goods and
people across borders in Central Asia, and upholding international human rights
agreements, Ministers, high level officials and representatives of relevant agencies of
Central Asian States and of the international community met in Dushanbe on 21- 22
October 2008 to discuss issues related to border management and drug control in the
region.
Recognizing that the successful fight against these threats is dependent upon the
enhancement of border security and management, we, the participants of this Conference:
Reaffirm our commitment to reinforce regional and international cooperation to
provide better border management and drug control, forge closer collaboration
between regional and international organizations, and support focused assistance
on on-going and future efforts in this field;
Encourage and support all international, regional and bilateral initiatives to
strengthen border security and drug control in Central Asia building on
international partnerships, such as, inter alia, the EU Strategy on Central Asia,
UNODC’s Regional Strategy on Securing Central Asia’s Borders with
Afghanistan, as well as activities within the framework of the OSCE, CSTO, CIS,
and the SCO;
Encourage the international community to continue its support, assistance and
cooperation with the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan in its resolve to fight
against narcotics and the illegal inflow of precursors for their production;
Encourage and support cross border cooperation between Central Asian states
and their border agencies to provide more effective border security in the region;
Recognize our responsibility to uphold relevant international commitments and
employ best practices in the fields of border security and management and
counter-narcotics;
Call on donors to strengthen coordination of assistance in the field of border
management and drug control with a view to creating synergies and avoiding
duplications of activities including at the national and regional levels, thus
enabling donor cooperation in the early planning stage;
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Recognize that there is a requirement for developing and implementing national
border management and national drug strategies that incorporate objectives,
priorities and action plans, as well as mechanisms for cross border cooperation,
and express readiness to work with one another and with the international
community to this end;
Agree on the establishment of, whenever necessary a national coordination
structure and the nomination of a national coordinator in the fields of border
management and drug control for interaction with national and regional structures
and international organizations;
Recognize the importance of the establishment of the Central Asian Regional
Information Coordination Centre (CARICC) for the fight against the illegal
transport of narcotics, psychotropic substances and precursors welcome the
ratification of the agreement on the establishment of the CARICC by two parties
and call on the remaining parties to follow their example;
Welcome the planned establishment of the OSCE Border Management Staff
College in Dushanbe;
Note the interest of the Republic of Tajikistan to establish in Dushanbe a
specialized training centre for the preparation and professional development of
law enforcement officers of Tajikistan and Afghanistan involved in the fight
against illegal drug trafficking, as well as a national canine training centre;
Consider it necessary to share and disseminate information on border
management strategies and best practices through existing coordination and
cooperation mechanisms such as, inter alia, the EU BOMCA/CADAP
programmes, the OSCE, the Mini Dublin Group and UNODC programmes (Paris
Pact Initiative and ADAM), and welcome the extension of the Central Asian
Border Systems Initiative (CABSI) as a coordination platform for all
stakeholders;
Thank the President, Government and people of the Republic of Tajikistan for
extending their hospitality to host this Conference.

