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Comparison of Comparison of ““idealideal”” with the with the 
actual rail transport costs and actual rail transport costs and 
transit times in Central Asiatransit times in Central Asia
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Freight costs and scheduled transit times Freight costs and scheduled transit times 
China to Western Europe, (40 foot container or equivalent)China to Western Europe, (40 foot container or equivalent)

Source: Land Transport Options between Europe and Asia: Commercial Feasibility Study, 
US Chamber of Commerce, July 2006.

Air and sea transport: avoiding borders Air and sea transport: avoiding borders 
is faster or cheaperis faster or cheaper

International road and rail: unreliable, International road and rail: unreliable, 
undevelopedundeveloped
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Waiting times at borders too long and unpredictable: road routeWaiting times at borders too long and unpredictable: road route
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Bottlenecks at border crossings:Bottlenecks at border crossings:

Source: Project Working Group on Transport and Border CrossingSource: Project Working Group on Transport and Border Crossing,, Special Program Special Program 
for the Economies of Central Asiafor the Economies of Central Asia, S, SPECA/PWGPECA/PWG--TBC(11)/6, 21 February 2006TBC(11)/6, 21 February 2006



6Source: The Northern Transport Axis, Final Report, European CommSource: The Northern Transport Axis, Final Report, European Commission, Directorateission, Directorate--
General Energy and Transport, 2007.General Energy and Transport, 2007.

Road: 
Virtually all delays at borders

Rail: 
Technical constraints at borders

The Northern Transport Axis:The Northern Transport Axis:
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Border crossing facilitation (proxy): 
Customs clearance and technical control, Former Soviet Union, 
regional averages, 2007
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Note: Turkmenistan not included
Source: World Bank, www.doingbusiness.org
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Trade facilitation (proxy): 
Former Soviet Union, regional averages, 2007, 
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