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Londog, April 13, 2005

Statement of the Minsk Group Co-Chairs

The Minsk-Group Co-Chairs, concerne 1 by the growing tension between Armenia and
Azerbaijan as a result of the significant incresse, during racent weeks, of ceaseiire vislations
along the front lines, resulting in higher numbers of casualties, as well as by public smements
albout the possibility of war, deem it appropriate to recall that;

- these violations ar¢ causing needlees Toss of life and jecpardizing the ccase-fire;

- references to war are complicating ciorent efferts to elaborate a peaceful settlement
of the confliet, are fucling feelings of hate in the population of both couniies, and are not
preparing the people to live as neighbors rath= than ememies.

At this sensitive juncture, whers & fitst 5wp owards an agresment mediated by the Co-
Chaits could be ar hand in the framework of the discussions between the parfies, the Co-
Chairs strongly urge them:

- sccording to the obligatiens undertalien by the sides In February 1995, to reinlaros
the cease-fire on the line of contact and refiain from any public statements that could lead to
esealation of the conflict

-to recogmize that & renews] of hostjlities cannot provide a lasting sclution o the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict bat would be dizastrous for the population of both countries,
resulting in loss of life, morc destruction, edditiomal refugess and displaced persons, and
eoormous financial costs that would undermins: the ecopomic development of both countries;

~to prepare their populations for a balanced negotiated agraement that will require
compromise on both sides.

The Co-Chairs encourage the sides to focus their efforts on the ongoing discussions of
the Forsign Ministers with the Co-Chairs during the mestings planmmed in London mid-April
and in Frankfurt at the end of April, in preparston for the next meeung between the two
Presidents envisaged in mid-May,
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