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6. The participating States declare that the will of the people, freely and fairly expressed through 
periodic and genuine elections, is the basis of the authority and legitimacy of all government. 
The participating States will accordingly respect the right of their citizens to take part in the 
governing of their country, either directly or through representatives freely chosen by them 
through fair electoral processes. They recognize their responsibility to defend and protect in 
accordance with their laws, their international human rights obligations and international 
commitments, the democratic order freely established through the will of the people against the 
activities of persons, groups or organizations that engage in or refuse to renounce terrorism or 
violence aimed at the overthrow of that order or of that of another participating State.  

7. To ensure that the will of the people serves as the basis of the authority of government, that 
participating States will  

7.1 - hold free elections at reasonable intervals, as established by law;  

7.2 - permit all seats in at least one chamber of the national legislature to be freely 
contested in a popular vote;  

7.3 - guarantee universal and equal suffrage to adult citizens;  

7.4 - ensure that votes are cast by secret ballot or by equivalent free voting procedure, 
and that they are counted and reported honestly with the official results made public;  

7.5 - respect the right of citizens to seek political or public office, individually or as 
representatives of political parties or organizations, without discrimination;  

7.6 - respect the right of individuals and groups to establish, in full freedom, their own 
political parties or other political organizations and provide such political parties and 
organizations with the necessary legal guarantees to enable them to compete with 
each other on a basis of equal treatment before the law and by the authorities;  

7.7 - ensure that law and public policy work to permit political campaigning to be 
conducted in a fair and free atmosphere in which neither administrative action, 
violence nor intimidation bars the parties and the candidates from freely presenting 
their views and qualifications, or prevents the voters from learning and discussing 
them or from casting their vote free of fear of retribution;  

7.8 - provide that no legal or administrative obstacle stands in the way of unimpeded 
access to the media on a non-discriminatory basis for all political groupings and 
individuals wishing to participate in the electoral process;  

7.9 - ensure that candidates who obtain the necessary number of votes required by 
law are duly installed in office and are permitted to remain in office until their term 
expires or is otherwise brought to an end in a manner that is regulated by law in 
conformity with democratic parliamentary and constitutional procedures.  

8. The participating States consider that the presence of observers both foreign and domestic, 
can enhance the electoral process for States in which elections are taking place. They 
therefore invite observers from any other CSCE participating States and any appropriate 
private institutions and organizations who may wish to do so to observe the course of their 
national election proceedings, to the extend permitted by law. They will also endeavour to 
facilitate similar access for election proceedings held below the national level. Such observers 
will undertake not to interfere in the electoral proceedings. 


