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Agreement on inter-agency co-operation on addressing racist crimes in 

Greece 

Preamble 

Taking into consideration:  

 The Constitution of the Hellenic Republic; 

 International Agreements such as the Convention on Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the European Convention of Human 

Rights, the OSCE Commitments as provided in Ministerial Council Decisions; 

 Criminal Code of Greece, L. 927/1979, as in force, and other relevant national legislation;  

 L. 4478/2017, for the transposition of Directive 2012/29/EU of the European Parliament and 

of the Council of 25 October 2012 establishing minimum standards on the rights, support 

and protection of victims of crime, and replacing Council Framework Decision 2001/220/ 

JHA. 

All activities within this agreement will be exercised according to the competencies provided in 

national legislation. This agreement does not create new, nor redistribute any, competencies among 

institutions and civil society.  

 

Article 1 

The purpose of this agreement is a coordinated approach for national institutions and civil society 

organizations to effectively address racist crimes. 

For the purpose of this agreement “racist crime” is any criminal act where the victim (person or 

property) is targeted due to his/her race, colour, national or ethnic origin, descent, religion, 

disability, sexual orientation, gender identity or gender characteristics. 

However, for the effective implementation of this Agreement, consideration shall be given to the 

protection of victims associated with a person or persons against whom the perpetrator has a 

prejudice due to the above characteristics. 

 

Article 2 

In order to facilitate the coordinated approach in addressing racist crimes a Working Group is 

established comprising of appointed representatives from: 

 Ministry of Justice, Transparency and Human Rights; 

 Ministry of Interior; 

 President of the Supreme Court of Greece; 

 Prosecutor of the Supreme Court of Greece; 

 Ministry of Health; 



 Ministry of Migration Policy; 

 National School of Judges;  

 Racist Violence Recording Network 1; 

 National Point of Contact of OSCE/ODIHR on Racist Crimes for Greece. 

The aim of the Working Group is to coordinate the execution of the activities and to provide further 

initiatives for addressing racist crimes.  

Each of the members of the Working Group is represented by one member and one deputy. Deputy 

members can participate in the Working Group alongside with the assigned member of the working 

group. 

 

Article 3 

The Working Group agrees to cooperate on the implementation of the following activities: 

 Raise awareness of the concept of racist crimes within their own institutions as well as linked 

institutions through informative sessions; production of visibility materials like leaflets, 

videos and others;  

 Provide capacity building through trainings, workshops, seminars within each participating 

institution or in co-operation with civil society, also using international training programs; 

 Improve the racist crime data recording and collection system by enabling the adequate 

recognition and registration of racist crimes; improving the disaggregation of racist crime 

data in the database; track racist crime cases through the judicial system; evaluate the 

recorded data; 

 Ensure the protection of, and support for, victims of racist crimes in co-operation with civil 

society organizations; ensure the respectful and sensitive treatment of racist crime victims 

throughout the criminal justice process; ensure the full enjoyment of all rights guaranteed in 

administrative and judicial procedures for the victims of racist crimes ; 

 Provide guidelines relevant for each of the institutions (e.g. guidance) and consult on draft 

legislative initiatives likely to impact the response to racist crime; 

 Support research on racist crime victimization, surveying racist crime victims and using other 

methods to establish the prevalence of unrecorded and unreported racist crime. 

 

Article 4 

The Ministry of Justice, Transparency and Human Rights within its existing competencies and for 

the implementation of this Agreement will: 

                                                           
1
 The RVRN consists of organisations and bodies that provide medical, social and legal services and/or contact 

directly with the victims of racist violence or victims of other violent crimes that are incited by hate or 
prejudices and, finally, of organizations created by the same groups that are usually the target of racist 
violence. 



 request, process and monitor data on racist crimes from the Police, the Prosecutors office 

and the Judiciary; 

 design new legislation and other policies to address racist crimes; 

 undertake legislative initiatives for the further protection to victims of racist crime; 

 ensure that the rights and needs of victims of racist crimes are adequately recognized and 

addressed; 

 ensure that the responsible persons in penitentiary institutions and juvenile penitentiary  

institutions are aware of the concept of racist crimes and undertake measures to prevent 

and report potential cases; 

 compare the official quantitative data of the number of racist crimes with the data of civil 

society; 

 create and maintain at the local level a list of relevant victim support services. 

 

Article 5 

The Ministry of Interior, within its existing competencies and for the implementation of this 

agreement will: 

 identify, register, investigate and report any crime with a potential racist motivation to the 

specialized racist crime prosecutor or in their absence to the local competent prosecutor; 

 update, where necessary, the racist crime circular and any relevant service form with a view 

to effectively investigating crimes with suspected bias motivation, as well as bias indicators; 

 improve and maintain a database of disaggregated data on crimes with a potential racist 

motivation (including categories within each of the protected characteristics); 

 provide disaggregated data on crimes with a potential racist motivation to the Ministry of 

Justice, Transparency and Human Rights; 

 provide training and awareness raising on racist crimes to Police officers; 

 ensure good coordination among the 70 nationwide “Departments and Offices of Racist 

Violence” within its jurisdiction; 

 ensure rights of victims are recognized and addressed and they are protected from 

secondary victimization; inform and refer the victims, at their request, to support and care 

services according to their needs and the severity of the damage caused to them by the 

offense. 

 

Article 6 

The Supreme Court Prosecutor of Greece within its existing competencies and for the 

implementation of this Agreement will: 

 provide guidance for prosecuting racist crimes to all Prosecutors’ Offices; 

 provide guidance on the internal organization of Prosecutors’ Offices taking into 

consideration good practices such as: 

- the appointment of a special prosecutor on racist crimes in the major Prosecutors’ 

Offices; 



- forwarding case files on crimes with a potential racist motivation to the special 

prosecutor on racist violence, where such a Prosecutor has been appointed;  

- marking the case files on crimes with a potential racist motivation forwarded by the 

Police or case files where racist motivation is included in the indictment with a special 

indicator. 

 to provide guidance to all Prosecutors’ Offices for informing the Ministry of Justice in time 

about all relevant racist crime cases that have been introduced to them by the Police;  

 promote training and awareness raising to prosecutors from all over the country on the 

topic of racist crimes; 

 coordinate the work of special prosecutors on racist violence.  

 

Article 7 

The President of the Supreme Court of Greece within its existing competencies and for the 

implementation of this Agreement will: 

 provide guidance for the special marking of case files with potential racist motivation;  

 provide guidance on the data for cases of racist crimes that should be sent to the Ministry of 

Justice; 

 promote training and awareness raising on the topic of racist crimes for judges from all over 

the country. 

 

Article 8 

The National School of Judges within its existing competencies and for the implementation of this 

Agreement will: 

 within its curriculum adopt a training program on racist crimes for new candidates as well as 

for acting judges and prosecutors; 

 conduct training and awareness raising seminars, workshops and conferences on racist 

crimes. 

 

Article 9 

The Ministry of Health within its existing competencies and for the implementation of this 

Agreement will: 

 provide guidance to health professionals on the identification of possible victims of racist 

crime; 

 provide information to victims of racist crimes about their rights; 

 ensure that the responsible persons of institutions under its jurisdiction, such as mental 

health institutions and others, are aware of the concept of racist crimes and are undertaking 

measures to prevent and report potential cases. 



 

Article 10 

The Ministry of Migration within its existing competencies and for the implementation of this 

Agreement will: 

 provide guidance to its employees, especially those who work in Reception and 

Identification Centers and in Shelters for Asylum Seekers, regarding the procedure for 

reporting possible racist crimes to the competent police authorities; 

 ensure the identification of victims of racist crimes during the reception and identification 

procedures of third-country nationals or stateless persons, specifically during medical 

examination and psychosocial support, especially when the victims belong to one of the 

categories of vulnerable groups provided for by Article 14 (8) of Law 4375/2016; 

 provide information to victims of racist crimes, especially regarding the procedure to report 

racist crimes to the competent authorities and bodies; 

 refer the victims of racist crimes to the competent police authorities as well as ensure their 

reference to bodies that provide support services, such as legal assistance, medical care, 

psychosocial support and accommodation. 

 

Article 11 

 

The Racist Violence Recording Network within its existing competencies and for the implementation 

of this Agreement will: 

 

•    share data on racist crimes with national authorities through its national reports and 

according to its rules of operation; 

•  provide assistance to victims of racist crimes within the capacity of its member at that time; 

•  inform the victim and facilitate the reporting of racist crimes to the competent authorities 

provided that the victim chooses to report the crime; 

•  make recommendations to the competent authorities based on its experience in order to 

contribute as much as possible in policy formulation on racist crimes. 

 

 

Article 12 

The National Point of Contact with ODIHR on Racist Crimes within its existing competencies and for 

the implementation of this Agreement will: 

 provide advice on the alignment of “racist crime” data collection requirements with OSCE 

Commitments; 

 annually report this data to OSCE/ODIHR. 

 



Article 13 

All members agree to regularly participate in the meetings of the working group and to exchange 

information between them. 

All members commit themselves to regularly informing their institutional leadership about the work 

of the working group. 

The members of the working group agree that the group will meet at least once a month. 

The Ministry of Justice, Transparency and Human Rights will provide secretarial support to the 

working group, schedule the meetings, propose the agenda and maintain and keep minutes of the 

meetings. 

 

Article 14 

The actions hereof do not create additional financial burden on the parties' budget. 

The members of the Working Group express their willingness to cooperate in order to ensure the 

financing of their actions by European and other programs under the terms of this agreement. 
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