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Problems and perspectives of cooperation Problems and perspectives of cooperation 
in the sphere of joint usein the sphere of joint use and protection  and protection  

of of transboundarytransboundary water objectswater objects
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Lake BaikalLake Baikal

The largest worldThe largest world’’s strategic reserve s strategic reserve 
of fresh surface watersof fresh surface waters

Volume – 23000 cu.km that is almost 20% of 
the world’s reserves of fresh waters;
Area of the surface – 31500 sq.km
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CharacteristicsCharacteristics of land frontiersof land frontiers
of the Russian Federationof the Russian Federation
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Length of frontiersLength of frontiers

The totalThe total length of frontierslength of frontiers of Russia isof Russia is
60933 60933 kmkm, , from whichfrom which::

7141 7141 kmkm goes ongoes on riversrivers,,
475 475 kmkm goes ongoes on lakes,lakes,
38807 38807 kmkm goes ongoes on seasseas
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The main problems in basins of The main problems in basins of 
transboundarytransboundary water objectswater objects

1.1. Water pollutionWater pollution
2.2. Lack of water resourcesLack of water resources
3.3. RedistributionRedistribution of water resourcesof water resources of of 

transboundarytransboundary water objectswater objects
4.4. FloodsFloods
5.5. UnfavourableUnfavourable bedbed--movementsmovements
6.6. IInsufficientlynsufficiently developeddeveloped monitoring monitoring 

points networkpoints network
7.7. UUnsatisfactorynsatisfactory providing with providing with 

hydrologicalhydrological forecastforecastss
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Cooperation in the sphere of Cooperation in the sphere of 
protection and rational use of protection and rational use of 
transboundarytransboundary water objects is water objects is 
realized within the frameworkrealized within the framework of of 
Agreements Agreements ((bilateralbilateral and and 
multilateralmultilateral), ), signed in accordance signed in accordance 
withwith Convention of the protection Convention of the protection 
and use of and use of transboundarytransboundary
watercourceswatercources and international lakesand international lakes
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The Russian Federation signedThe Russian Federation signed
bilateralbilateral agreementsagreements on protection and on protection and 
rational use of rational use of transboundarytransboundary waters waters 
with the following countrieswith the following countries::

FinlandFinland (1964);(1964);
UkraineUkraine (1992);(1992);
KazakhstanKazakhstan (1992);(1992);
MongoliaMongolia (1995);(1995);
EstoniaEstonia (1997);(1997);
ByelorussiaByelorussia (2002).(2002).
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The main directions of cooperation of states in the sphere of The main directions of cooperation of states in the sphere of 

protection and use of protection and use of transboundarytransboundary water objectswater objects

The realization of liabilities assumed by the parties and resulting from 
intergovernmental agreements is accomplished within the framework of 
Joint commissions on protection and rational use of transboundary water 
objects on the main directions of cooperation:

- Integrated water resources managementIntegrated water resources management;;

-- Monitoring andMonitoring and evaluation of evaluation of conditions of conditions of 
transboundarytransboundary water objects and scientificwater objects and scientific--applied applied 
researchesresearches..
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In a number of cases we have to buildIn a number of cases we have to build
mutual relations in the sphere of mutual relations in the sphere of 
protection and rational use of protection and rational use of 
transboundarytransboundary watercourceswatercources in in 
conditions of lack of essential conditions of lack of essential 
normative legal basenormative legal base. . 
ParticularlyParticularly, , these are the problems of these are the problems of 
redistribution of the part of water redistribution of the part of water 
resources of resources of transboundarytransboundary water water 
objects in Azerbaijan and Chinaobjects in Azerbaijan and China..
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RussiaRussia -- FinlandFinland

Activity of the Joint RussianActivity of the Joint Russian--Finnish Finnish 
Commission on the Use of Frontier Water Commission on the Use of Frontier Water 
Systems exemplifies the longSystems exemplifies the long--term efficient term efficient 
international cooperationinternational cooperation
The CommissionThe Commission considers questions of water considers questions of water 
reservoirs regulationreservoirs regulation, , work of hydroelectric work of hydroelectric 
power stationspower stations, , solution of ecological problemssolution of ecological problems, , 
of supply of the population with drinking waterof supply of the population with drinking water, , 
fisheryfishery, , interaction of frontier servicesinteraction of frontier services
WebWeb--site of the Commissionsite of the Commission
www.rajavesikomissio.fwww.rajavesikomissio.fii was created and was created and 
successfully functionssuccessfully functions
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RussiaRussia -- KazakhstanKazakhstan

Fruitful work is based on principles of Fruitful work is based on principles of 
mutual understanding and cooperation mutual understanding and cooperation 
The RussianThe Russian--Kazakhstan Commission    Kazakhstan Commission    
on Joint Use and Protection of Transon Joint Use and Protection of Trans--
boundary Water Objects regulates boundary Water Objects regulates 
questions of water reservoirs functionquestions of water reservoirs function, , 
ecological safetyecological safety, , monitoringmonitoring
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Solution of the problemSolution of the problem with the with the 
PeoplePeople’’s Republic of China concerning s Republic of China concerning 
with with transboundarytransboundary transfer of polluted transfer of polluted 
waters is a complex problem which waters is a complex problem which 
includes the following pointsincludes the following points::

organization of monitoringorganization of monitoring of water of water 
quality of quality of transboundarytransboundary water water objecftsobjecfts;;

creation of organizationalcreation of organizational decision decision 
mechanismmechanism, , directed on the protection directed on the protection 
of water objectsof water objects;;

formation of the normative baseformation of the normative base for the for the 
functioning of this complexfunctioning of this complex..
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RussiaRussia -- ChinaChina

ActivizationActivization of the workof the work in the sphere of in the sphere of 
protection of protection of transboundarytransboundary water objectswater objects
Working groups on monitoring of Amur, Working groups on monitoring of Amur, 
ArgunArgun rivers and Khanka lake were created rivers and Khanka lake were created 
and began to workand began to work
RussianRussian--Chinese consultations on the Chinese consultations on the 
projectproject of the Agreementof the Agreement with China about with China about 
cooperation in thecooperation in the sphere of protection and sphere of protection and 
rational use of rational use of transboundarytransboundary water objects water objects 
are conductedare conducted
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TheThe EurasianEurasian EconomicEconomic CommunityCommunity
((EurAsECEurAsEC))

CountriesCountries--participantsparticipants::
ByelorussiaByelorussia, , KazakhstanKazakhstan, , KyrgyzstanKyrgyzstan, , 
RussiaRussia, , TajikistanTajikistan, , UzbekistanUzbekistan

Year of creationYear of creation –– 20020000
The aim of the creation is development of The aim of the creation is development of 
combined economic potentialcombined economic potential. . 
Within the framework of this aimWithin the framework of this aim, , leaders of the leaders of the 
Community states Community states put put the task of developmentthe task of development, , 
acceptanceacceptance and and fulfilmentfulfilment of the Conception of of the Conception of 
Efficient Use of WaterEfficient Use of Water--Energy Resources of the Energy Resources of the 
CentralCentral Asian RegionAsian Region. . 
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What does water mean for the Central AsiaWhat does water mean for the Central Asia??
FromFrom 1960 1960 tilltill 20002000::

-- the population has increasedthe population has increased inin 2,9 2,9 timestimes;;
-- square of irrigated lands has increased insquare of irrigated lands has increased in 1,8 1,8 timestimes;;

-- water withdrawal water withdrawal from from transboundarytransboundary rivers has increasedrivers has increased
fromfrom 52%52% to more thanto more than 100 % 100 % of water runof water run--offoff;;

-- irrigatedirrigated farmingfarming takes off more thantakes off more than
90% 90% of water runof water run--offoff and gives aboutand gives about 1/3 1/3 of the Gross of the Gross 

Domestic ProductDomestic Product;;
-- transboundarytransboundary dependence on water resourcesdependence on water resources of the of the 

statesstates located in the lower flow of rivers is more thanlocated in the lower flow of rivers is more than 50%50%

The consequence - Aral crisis

The main problem - difference of interests of the states located in 
the upper (energy) and lower (irrigation) flows of the rivers.

The solution – coordinated regional policy and sustainable 
functioning of the scheme of water-energy exchange, joint
developing of hydroelectric potential.
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The Russian Federation considers The Russian Federation considers 
that it is appropriate to createthat it is appropriate to create

TheThe EurasianEurasian Water CentreWater Centre
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The main tasksThe main tasks
of the Eurasian Water Centreof the Eurasian Water Centre::

developmentdevelopment of normative legal baseof normative legal base of the of the 
cooperation on use and protection of water cooperation on use and protection of water 
objectsobjects;;
creationcreation of international databaseof international database of water of water 
resourcesresources;;
preparation of recommendationspreparation of recommendations on rational on rational 
use and protection of water resourcesuse and protection of water resources on the on the 
regional and national levelsregional and national levels;;
prevention of conflict situationsprevention of conflict situations in the basins of in the basins of 
transboundarytransboundary riversrivers;;
interaction withinteraction with international organizationsinternational organizations on on 
the problems of water resources managementthe problems of water resources management..
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION!ATTENTION!


