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Before (1): Global labour force participation 

rates of migrants and non-migrants

Source:  ILO 2018



Before (2): Migrant workers, by income level of 

countries 

Source:  ILO 2018



Before (3): Employment/unemployment rates 

in the EU-28
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What is the situation now ?

Receiving countries: Covid-19 and immigrant employment

Data from US monthly population survey for April show:

• Immigrant employment rate before the pandemic: 6% higher

• Same rate now: 2 % lower



What is the situation now (2)?

Sending Countries: From “Pls don’t go” to “Pls don’t come”?



What is the situation now (3)?

Mobility trends N Macedonia during lock down



What is the situation now (4)?

Percentage of Companies Reporting Loss of Revenues



What to do?

• Receiving countries: Include migrant workers in 

Covid-19 responses such as income protection and 

social protection

• Sending countries: Support returning migrants 

through reintegration in local job markets, skills 
recognition



What to do (2): Recommended Readings 



What to do (3): Job Quality Frameworks 

are in place  

Indicator 8.8.1: Frequency 

rates of fatal and non-fatal 

occupational injuries, by sex 
and migrant status

Indicator 8.8.2: Level of national 

compliance of labour rights 

(freedom of association and 

collective bargaining) based on 

ILO textual sources and national 

legislation, by sex and migrant 
status

Goal 8: Promote sustained, inclusive 

and sustainable economic growth, full 

and productive employment and 
decent work for all

Target 8.8: Protect labour rights and 

promote safe and secure working 

environments for all workers, 

including migrant workers, in 

particular women migrants, and those 
in precarious employment



Looking for partnerships on 

Support to returned migrants in Eastern Europe

Sectorial job pacts in Central and Eastern Europe 

Skilling stranded migrants in the Western Balkans

Contact details:

pilgrim@ilo.org

www.ilo.org/budapest

mailto:pilgrim@ilo.org
http://www.ilo.org/budapest

