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Mr. Moderator, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemmen, thank you for the opportunily lo
address the Organization of Security and Co-operation in Europs. Congratulations on your
excelfent work!

This year we celebrate the 60" anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. in
1948 when this document was signed into existencs, the United Nations called upon alf member
countines “to cause it {o be dissermninated, displaysed, read and expounded principally in schools
and other educational institutions, withouf distinction based on the political statug of countries or
tarritories.” Thare are now 192 membar countrieés of the United Naticns including, of course, the
OS8CE countries.

tam the president of Youth for Human Rights International. The purpcse of Youth for Human
Rights International is fo teach youth about human rights, specifically the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. As president | have traveled 1o over 70 countries around the world. In those
countries few people that | mef knew aboul the Universal Declaration of Human Rights or what
their human rights are. | have also interviewed leaders including Royalty, Senior Officials,
Educalors, Lawyers and Activists. | have found that, while they have heen successiul in
implementing Human Rights Education fo some degres, their efficacy was limited due to
pressures and constraints imposed upon them by corrupt individuals, denial of access to
resources for Human Rights Education, even personal intimidations and threats. Also, during the
United Nations decada for Human Rights Education only fimited success was achieved in
implementing Human Rights Educalion.

What is nesded is fo have Humar Rights Education MANDATED so that Humart Rights
Education can be included in all educational institutions. Such mandates would make it possible
fo teach Human Rights Education under the PROTECTION of the faw, would RES TRAIN corrupt
individuals from hindering Human Rights Education, would Tacilitate FINANCIAL support for the
research, development, production, promotion and distribution of Human Rights Education
matetials appropriate for the local peoples. Ultimately, marnidating Human Rights Education would
empower the people lo know what thelr human rights are as well as their responsibilities,
according to Arficlke #29 of the Universal Declaralion of Human Rights, to protect and defend
fman rights for themselves and others,

The 20" century saw the creation of the Universal Declaration of Hurnan Rights and Human
Righits Education. The MANDATE of Human Rights Education would ensure the implementation
of Human Rights Education in the 21% Century.

Eor mors information about Youth for Human Rights Education | invite you lo join us in
conference room #3 at 1pm.

Thark you!
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