VBaxkaeMmbIe JaMbI U TOCIIOAA,

Hama cTpana y:xe MHOIO JIET SIBIISIETCS OIHUM U3 TPEX ayTCalepoB B MUPOBOM PEUTHHIE
cBO0OBI Npecchl. M HUKAaKMX MEepPCNeKTHB K YAyYIIEHHIO NMO3UIMK 5 He BIKY. [laHmemus
NoKa3aJa, 4TO OTCYTCTBHE CBOOO/IBI IPECCHI — 3TO HE MPOCTO HAPYILICHHE OJHOIO W3 ITyHKTOB
Bceobmieli nexapamyi mpaB 4eJioBeKa.

OTcyTcTBHE HE3aBUCUMBIX MEJlMa U )KeCTKas LeH3ypa umeronuxcsa B crpane CMU HeratuBHO, U
JlaXke Tparndecky, OTpaswioch Ha )KW3HU M 370pOBbE I'PakAaH cTpaHbl. HenmpusHanue BiacTaMU
Hammuusg COVID-19 B cTpaHe U cKpbIBaeMble CTATUCTUYECKHUE TaHHbIE TI0 3a00/1€BaeMOCTH U
CMEPTHOCTH CIIOCOOCTBOBAJI TOMY, UTO )KUTEJIM CTPaHbl HE OTHECIIHCh CEPhE3HO K rPo3sIIei
OIACHOCTH.

«Jloporue cooreuecTBeHHUKH! B CBsI3U € yBeIMUE€HHEM 4YaCTHI IIbUIM B BO3JyXE, IPOCUM Bac
HOCHUTH MAaCKH, COOJIIO/IaTh THTUEHY PYK U COLMANIbHYIO JTUCTAHLMIO B JIBa METpay — 3TO BCS
uHpopMaIWsi, KOTOPYIO MPaBUTEIbCTBEHHBIE CTPYKTYpPhI TOBOAWIN /10 HACEJICHUS.

Brnactu He TONMbKO caMu He MHPOPMHUPYIOT Tpa)kIaH O PeajbHOM TOJIOKEHUH B CTPAaHE B CBSI3U C
MaHIEMHUEH, HO TPEMATCTBYIOT NMPOHUKHOBE HUIO B CTpaHy OObEKTHBHOW MHpOpMAIWMHU U3
HE3aBHCUMBIX TYPKMEHCKUX MH(POPMAIMOHHBIX PECYpPCOB, TAKUX KaK CAUThI « XPOHUKA
TypkmenncTana» Wi Turkmen News, 6a3upyronmxcsi 3a pyoexoM. ITH CalThI MyOJIHKYIOT
NpsIMbI€ U KOCBEHHBIE JIaHHbIE, MOJTBEP)KIAIOIME MHOTOUKCIICHHBIE CITydau 3a00/eBaHuil 1
cmepreit or COVID-19. Ilocnennue npsiMble AaHHbIE — 3TO CMEPTh JUPEKTOPA €IMHCTBEHHON B
CTpaHe pyCcCKOA3bIUHON IIKOJBI (aTponupyemoit IloconmscTBom P®) Enennl CoicuoBoii. Ee
pOJIHBIE, MaMa U JIETH, TAKKE HAXOIATCS B TSDKEJIOM COCTOSTHUMM. K KOCBEHHBIM JJaHHBIM MOHO
OTHECTH COOOLIECHNsI O TIOJOPOXKAHUM T'POOOB M apeH/bl MAJATOK JUISl IPOBEACHUS MOXOPOH U
MOMHMHOK. Pa3symeeTcs, Takue CBeIeHUs He IMyOJIMKYIOTCSI B FOCYIapCTBEHHBIX U IPO-
rocyaapctBeHHeix CMMU.

Ecmu panee crieniciryObl 0OpONMCh TAaKMMU METOAAMU, Kak MOUCK u OsokupoBanue VPN,
MOCPEICTBOM KOTOPBIX MHOTME TYPKMEHUCTAHIBI MMENIHM BO3MOKHOCTh MOCEIIATH 3aMpellCHHbIE
B CTpaHe UHTEPHET-PECYPCHI, TO B MOCJIEIHEE BpeMs 3aJCPKUBAIOT U MOJBEPraroT
aIMUHACTPATUBHBIM IITpadaM U apecTam TeX, KTO TIOMOraJ JIOIsIM ¢ ycTaHOBKoM 3Tux VPN. B
pe3ynbTaTe Haul caiit «XpoHuka TypKMEHHCTaHa» MOTEPsUT 10 MOJIOBUHBI YHUKAIbHBIX
MOCETUTEJIEH.

[Iponomwxkarorcst DDoS-ataku Ha caiit. B Mmae TekyIiero roja no 3asBJICHHIO TYPKMEHCKOIO
roCareHTCTBa ObLT 3a0JIOKMPOBAH HAIll KaHaJ Ha Y outube.

B cTpane apecToBaHbl M OCYKIEHBI HECKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK, COTPYIHMYABIINX C HE3aBUCUMBIMU
TYPKMEHCKUMH HHTEPHET-pECypcaMy WIM UMEBIIMMHU JM4YHbIN Ojor. B nx uncne Hypreababl
XanbikoB 1 Mypaja Aymemos. IIpoBoasdrcs pernpeccu B OTHOLIEHUH POJCTBEHHUKOB
aKTUBHCTOB U XKYpPHAJINCTOB, HAXOMSIMXCS 3a pyOexoM. B wacTHocTH, HocTpasand poiaHsle U
ommkue npoxuBaronmx B Typiurm dypcoaran Taranooii u Po3bsioas [xymamypanosa.

Kakumu npaBwiaMu 1 3aKOHAMH PYKOBOJICTBYETCS PABUTENILCTBO TypKMEeHUCTaHa OOpsCh
CWIOBBIMM METO/aMU [IPOTHB HE3aBHCUMBIX MEJIMa, HAM HEHOHATHO. Y HAC HET MEXaHU3MOB
0OpaTHOM CBSI3U C TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIMU CTPYKTYPAaMH, 5 y’)K€ HE TOBOPIO O BO3MOXKHOCTHU
HOJIyYUTh MHTEPBBIO WIM KOMMEHTAapHH OT PyKOBOACTBA MHMHUCTEPCTB U BEIOMCTB. XOTs 3aKOH
«O cpencTBax MaccoBOW HHPOPMAIII» TO3BOJSET 3TO JEaTh.
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MoxHo npuBeTcTBOBaThH, 4T0 OBCE npoBonuT aHanm3 3aKOHOB M Ja€T KOHKPETHBIE
PEKOMEHIAIMK TI0 UX YCOBEpUICHCTBOBaHMIO. Ho, yBBI, 3TH 3aKOHBI B HAlIE CTpaHE UCTIONHSAIOT
pOJIb IIUPMBI, a He pabouero MexaHu3Ma.

B mapre sToro roga nponum BbIOOpHI B HOBYIO Tajiaty mapiaMmenra. [locie BIOOPOB cTaio
M3BECTHO, UTO, HE BBICTABIISIS CBOEH KaHIUAATYPBI, B 3TOT 3aKOHOAATEbHBINA OpraH u30pascs
JIEVCTBYIONIMI Tpe3uIeHT cTpaHbl. 1 oH, coxpanss 3a coOOM MOCT Mpe3ueHTa, He TOIBKO
ronaj B MapjJaMeHT, HO U CTaJl PyKOBOAUTENEM MaJIaThl. DTO IEMOHCTPALMS OTHOILICHUS
TYPKMEHCKUX BJacTed K COOCTBEHHBIM 3akoHaM U KoHcTUTyImu.

BecTu pabory xypHanucta U HHGOPMALMOHHOTO pPEcypca B 3TUX YCIOBUAX UYpe3BbIYANHO
PHUCKOBAHHO M CJIOXHO. TeMm He MeHee XxoueTcs HajeaThes, uto [pencrasurensctBo OBCE no
Bonpocam c¢BoOoasl CMU, Oduc CrermansHoro aokiamauuka OOH mo Bompocam cBOOOIBI
cioBa, cTpykTypsl EC, npyrue MexXayHapoaHble OpraHM3ally, MPUBEP)KEHHbIC HIESIM
JIEMOKpATHH U TpaB 4eJIoBeKa OyayT COAEHUCTBOBATH TOMY, YTOOBI TpakaaHe TypKkMeHHCTaHa
noydw i npaBo Ha CBOOOY MOMydeHUS M PACTIPOCTPaHEHHsT HHPOPMAIU.

® apun TyxOarymn, rnaBa Typkmenckolt Muammatusel 1o [IpaBam Yenoeka
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Dear ladies and gentlemen,

For many years our country has been one of three outsiders in the world’s Press Freedom Index
and | see no prospects for the situation to improve. The pandemic has demonstrated that our non-
existing press freedom is not the only violation of a clause in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR).

The absence of independent media and the rigid censorship of Turkmen-based media outlets
have affected the life and well-being of residents negatively, even tragically. The fact that the
authorities do not acknowledge any COVID-19 cases in Turkmenistan and undisclosed statistics
pertaining to the disease and mortality rates resulted in residents ignoring imminent threat.

“Dear fellow countrymen! Because of an increasing amount of dust particles in the air, we kindly
ask you to wear masks, wash hands and use sanitizers and keep social distancing of two meters”,
—this is the only awareness raising campaign initiated by the authorities.

Not only do the authorities fail to inform residents of the real situation with regard to the
pandemic, but even block unbiased information from independent Turkmen information
resources such as websites “Chronicles of Turkmenistan” or Turkmen News, based abroad, from
being disseminated in the country. These websites publish direct and indirect data confirming
numerous COVID-19 cases and COVID-related deaths. The latest report is the death of the
principal of the only Russian school (patronized by the Embassy of Russia) Elena Systsova. Her
family, her mother and children are also in a critical condition. Indirect data include reports
about price hikes for coffins and the rental of tents for funerals and commemoration ceremonies.
Needless to say, this information is not published in state-run or pro-governmental media outlets.

If the special services previously searched for and block VPN servers used by Turkmen residents
to visit censored or blocked Internet resources, they recently have been detaining and imposing
administrative fines on those who help residents to install such servers. As aresult, our website
“Chronicles of Turkmenistan™ has lost up to a half of its unique visitors.
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Our website remains the target of DDoS-attacks. Pursuant to the action by the Turkmen state
agency our Youtube channel was blocked in May 2021.

Several people who collaborated with independent Turkmen Internet resources or those who had
a personal blog have been arrested and convicted in Turkmenistan. Among them are Nurgeldy
Khalykov and Murad Dushemov. Inparticular, family members of Dursoltan Taganov and
Rozybai Jumamuradov, residing in Turkey, have been seriously affected.

It is unclear what regulations and laws the Turkmen authorities follow when trying to use force
and persecution to fight against independent media. We have no feedback mechanisms with the
government agencies let alone opportunities to interview or obtain comments from heads of
ministries or agencies despite the fact that the Law on Mass Media allows us to do so.

The OSCE makes analysis of laws and offers recommendations on their improvement, which is
much welcomed. However, alas, in Turkmenistan these laws are used merely as window -
dressing rather than as a working mechanism.

In March 2021 the elections to the new chamber of Turkmenistan’s Parliament were held. After
elections it transpired that the incumbent President was elected to this legislative body without
standing for election. Retaining the post of the President, not only did he get elected to the
Parliament, but he also became the head of the Chamber. This demonstrates the attitude of the
Turkmen authorities towards their own laws and the Constitution.

It is extremely risky and complicated to work as a journalist and run an information resource
under these conditions. Nevertheless, hopefully the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the
Media, the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression, the EU agencies and other
international organizations committed to democracy and human rights will help citizens of
Turkmenistan to their entitled right to receive and disseminate information.

Farid Tukhbatullin, Chairperson of the Turkmen Initiative for Human Rights



