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EU statement on Belarus 
 
The European Union would like to express its deep regret and great 

disappointment that Belarusian civil society representative Viktor 

Kornienko has been denied the right to travel to Vienna to attend the 

OSCE Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting on Democratic 

Elections and Election Observation, to be held in Vienna on 12 and 13 

July 2012.  

 

We understand that Mr Kornienko, Co-chair of the initiative “For Fair 

Elections”, who is registered to participate in the above meeting, was 

prevented today from travelling to Vienna by the Belarusian authorities. 

 

We would like to recall OSCE commitments regarding the freedom of 

movement, which state that “participating States will respect fully the right 

of everyone to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of 

each State, and to leave any country, including his own, and to return to 

his country”.  We also recall that participating States are urged to fully 

respect their obligations under international law in this regard and that any 

restrictions on the freedom of movement will have the character of very 

rare exceptions. 

 

We urge the Belarusian authorities to reverse this decision as soon as 

possible. 
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