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, .  1. htrodmEtiop . .  

1. As a result of the ealargment of the European Unilofi, and c m t  trends h (irn]m&mti&$, '&, 
are witnessing a period of sooial and economic transformation in m&t.Eumpcan C O ~ & S ;  M '.: 
extremely diveme social' environment with, Increased iislcs of coiiflict, discrimhtidn 'and . ' .* 

biases, is emerging. 

2. In 1997 ("The European Year Against Racism"), resuks fiom a Eurdbwctmter, sUriCky;wmv(~. : . , *:,,: i . ,  . 
present4 measuring the majority of the popuiation'a attitudes towiards rniriori$cs;:+~~ ': 
migrants. Thc results showed a worrying ievol of negative attitudes in the 15 Mmbkr Stat& I ., 

The Annual Report, 2002, produced by the Eumpean Union Monitoring Centre on rscism'8nrl . 
xenophobia, outlined that 2001 was F a t l y  affe&d by the September 1 lth tZagic &tack in th! 
United States, which braught about a geater feat of Islam and hostility towrircb :Mudhq.L. '. 
across the EU. MOTE generalised forms of kcism and xenophobia found new Sinpetus $nil 
activated existing racist and xenophobic attitudes and bchaviour in Europa. 2002 dh s*d!i 1 ' : 
witnessed a resurgence of one of the most wohysng wave$ of anti-Jewish denimstrations sioki ' . , : ,'. 

the end of  the Second Wdrld War. 

3. In view of this situation it has bewme widely acknowledged that divmity eduqa$on i$: a! " ; '. .. :.. ' ,  ' , . 
important component in 'the development of citiamship skills because it dilreasq '& ' 1 , , : . .  
prejudices, inequities, and intercultural conflicts which can imp& tk &I1 and active , . : ; . I .  ' , I 
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, .  , , .  , .  . .  , participation of groups and individuals in society. . . .  . ,  
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V. The Cbdlenaes of EitizenshiD Edacatiaq 
, . . .  
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, .  
, .  , , :  , .  It has baon widely demonstrated that: 

, .  - dmrimination, sexism, racism rind any tither negative pattern of thoughts (prejudice), ai?ci : , , ,;!: , - .  , 

learned unconsciously . .  - it is possible to develop effective ddls to Ghhallengc ster&types and negative infom&on'tha.i. ' ' j  : 

prohibit positive inter-gmup relatians 
respect for others implies an appreciation of one's own p e r ~ ~ n ~ l  identity 
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Although it is widely recopised that the, development .of citizenship and inter~ultural skills arc: an:' , . .  
educational priority, public authorities and other influential actors are falling behind in hqdcmqtip@ . 
adequate awareness and educational programs. TQ fill this gap, the informal education uctcir, mirgt1-j. 
financed by non-governmental funds, is considered to be a crucial third party in the building' ni ih 
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European citizenship, rcupectfiA sf diversity. , .  
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