Public opinion in Serbia
Views on domestic war crimes
judicial authorities and the Hague
Tribunal

December 2006

RIEIEE Belgrade Center for
mcanzacts e Human Rights

Tﬁ)c



Contents

B Political environment

B Awareness of the work of the Hague Tribunal and
domestic judicial authorities for war crimes

E Truth and accountability: Awareness of and opinion
regarding events related to wars on the territory of

the former SFRY during the last decade of the 20t
century

EViews on the Hague Tribunal

B Views on the domestic judicial authorities for war
crimes

B Facing the truth and the role of domestic judiciary in
its acceptance

SQA;EE-CI Beogradski centar za ljudska prava




Abbreviations

« SFRY - Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
* JNA - Yugoslav National Army
* KLA - Kosovo Liberation Army

Political parties in Serbia:

* DS - Democratic Party
« DSS - Democratic Party of Serbia
* NS - New Serbia

* SRS - Serbian Radical Party
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Political environment
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Political environment: In which direction is Serbia
heading...

%01 **In which direction is Serbia heading...
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Basic indicator of the general mood — assessment of the direction in which Serbia is going — shows an increase of optimism
as of the commencement of the campaign for adoption of the new Constitution and calling of general elections
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Political environment: Confidence in institutions
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According to the confidence percentage, the judiciary is at the bottom of the list:

only 15% of citizens
expressed confidence in the Serbian judiciary
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Political environment: Serbia’s predominant problems

Spontaneously listed problems

ow standard of living
Kosovo —— Corruption
——Crime

—6— Unemployment

=8—Economy

—8— Co-operation with the Hague tribunal

Avgust 2005
Septembar 2005
Oktobar 2005
Novembar 2005
Decembar 2005
Januar 2006
Februar 2006
Mart 2006
Maj 2006
Jul 2006
Septembar 2006
Novembar 2006
Decembar 2006

Only 8% of citizens rank cooperation with the Hague Tribunal among the foremost of Serbia’s current problems
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Political environment: Personal political convictions

How would you define your political convictions. do they lie with the political left, centre or right?

O Do not know

35

B Right Wing

H Center

B Left Wing

Total SRS DS DSS-NS G17+

Defining own political convictions is quite confused, and in excess of one third of citizens is incapable of defining their own
political convictions
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Awareness of the work of the

Hague Tribunal and domestic

judicial authorities in charge of
war crimes
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To what extent would you say that you are aware of the organisation and manner of operation of the Hague
Tribunal?

4 )

H Extensivel
27% y
%

B Considerably

B Yes and No

72%

O Little

O Very little

2005 2006

In relation to April 2005 a significantly greater percentage of citizens consider themselves informed of the organisation
and manner of operation of the Hague Tribunal
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Awareness of the work of domestic judicial
authorities in charge of war crimes

Have you heard of the existence of the permanent International Criminal Court that should in future try accused for
international crimes?

Yes
48%

No
52%
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Awareness of the work of domestic judicial
authorities in charge of war crimes

Could you list any domestic judicial authorities trying the accused for war crimes?

Special Court

War Crimes Trial Chamber

War Crimes Prosecutors’
Office

Belgrade District Court

Other

Do not know

o

27
I 5%
7 E 2005
I 3%
7 @ 2006

2%
2

0%

74%

56

In relation to April 2005 a considerably greater percentage of citizens is capable of listing some domestic judicial

authorities trying the accused for war crimes
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Awareness of the work of domestic judicial
authorities in charge of war crimes

Are you informed with the work of the War Crimes Prosecutors’ Office of the Republic of Serbia?

O No

| Little

E Yes

2004 2005 2006

In relation to April 2005 a considerably greater percentage of citizens consider themselves somewhat informed with
the work of the War Crimes Prosecutors’ Office of the Republic of Serbia
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Awareness of the work of domestic judicial
authorities in charge of war crimes

Are you informed of the work of the To what extent do you consider
War Crimes Prosecutors’ Office of the yourself informed of the
Republic of Serbia? organisation and manner of

operation of the Hague Tribunal?

O No/ Very little

M Little/So so

O Yes/ Extensively

Total | SRS DS DSS-NS G17+ Total | SRS  DSS-NS DS G17+

SRS supporters as compared to supporters of other parties perceive themselves considerably better informed of the
work of the Hague Tribunal and the War Crimes Prosecutors’ Office of the Republic of Serbia
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Awareness of the work of domestic judicial authorities
in charge of war crimes

List war crimes trials before domestic courts that you are aware of
- Spontaneous answers -

Do not know ﬁ85

"Racak" case }PO
Abduction in Sjeverin 12

. O
killings in Croatia |2 2006 % of replies
Trial in Nis |8 ® 2005 among the
Trial in Vranje E 2004
M | lo populace
ass graves (refrigerator trucks) 0
Podujevo ﬂ](; Although majority of citizens is still
O s 4 unable to list a single trial before
Srebrenica f domestic war crimes courts, as
Trial in Prokuplie |Q compared to previous years a
"Strpci” case M3 considerably higher percentage is
Vukovar é3 capable of quoting at least one of them
Crimes in Kosovo 35
"Ovcara" case 22
11
7

Killing of Dji_%jic, Stambolic, Curuvija, "Ibarska" case
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Awareness of the work of domestic judicial
authorities in charge of war crimes

Assessment of the course of war crimes trials to date before domestic courts

2004 2005 2006

In average, assessment of the course of war crimes trials to date have not significantly changed: as in previous years,
almost half of those stating some awareness of these trials have given them poor marks
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Awareness of the work of domestic judicial
authorities in charge of war crimes

Assessment of the course of war crimes trials to date before domestic courts

DS G17+ DSS-NS SRS

In average, best marks for the course of war crimes trials to date are given by DS supporters, and the worst by SRS
supporters
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Awareness of the work of domestic judicial
authorities in charge of war crimes

What has impacted most on your perception of domestic war crimes courts? — spontaneous answers —

Slow and longlasting procedures 22%

Inefficency 22%

Only Serbs are convicted 21%

Insufficiently established role of the Police, Army
and other countries

Insufficient number of trials

Convicted to unfairly high sentences

Defendants' rights were violated

Do not know/refuse
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Awareness of the work of domestic judicial
authorities in charge of war crimes

Should the general public be better informed of the course of the war crimes trials before domestic courts?

0 Do not know

O All war crimes trials related info reaching the public
are fake anyway, so it does not matter how detailed
they are

B The public has to be far better informed

E Enough info are present in media, so anyone who
wants can be informed

2004 2005 2006

As in previous years, the majority of citizens consider that the public should be more informed on the course of the war
crimes trials before domestic courts.
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Awareness of the work of domestic judicial
authorities in charge of war crimes

Is media coverage of representatives of the War Crimes Prosecutors’ Office sufficient to be informed of the

work and activities of the War Crimes Prosecutors’ Office of the Republic of Serbia?

Do not know/refuse

3% Sufficient
25%

Insufficient
72%
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Awareness of the work of domestic judicial
authorities in charge of war crimes

From what media do you obtain information on the course of the trials for war crimes?

39% listed one or more print media 71% listed one or more Te\l/ectronic media — mostly

Blic 16%
RTS 37%
Vecernje
novosti
B92 34%
Kurir
Politika
Pink 10%
Press
TV NS1 1%
Madar So
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Awareness of the work of domestic judicial
authorities in charge of war crimes

When unpleasant truths on war crimes are to be publicized, who should make them public?

32%

Politicians

Witnesses

Journalists (press/TV)

Intellectuals

Others

Do not know
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Truth and accountabillity: Awareness and
opinion of events relating to wars on the
territory of the former SFRY during the
last decade of the 20" century
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Awareness and opinion of events relating to wars on the
territory of the former SFRY, 1992-1995

Have you heard of the below events, were they an inevitability of war or a crime?
% of populace

Heard about the event Believe it is true Consider it as a crime
2004 2005 2006 2004 2005 2006 2004 2005 2006
During the Operation “Flash/Bljesak” in 1995, members of the
Croatian Army and Police committed war crimes against 85 85 78 82 82 75 75 75 70
Serbs in Western Slavonija
Members of the KLA (Kosovo Liberation Army) committed
crimes during the war in Kosovo in 1999. 82 77 80 74 8 70
A large number of Bosniak/Muslim civilians was killed in
Srebrenica 78 72 71 48 50 50 37 42 43
Bosniaks/Muslims had camps in BiH, where they held
captured Serbs 1 A 66 66 53 53
In September 1993, members of the Croatian armed forces
committed crimes against unarmed Serbian civilians in the 71 62 70 59 69 56
village of Medacki dzep, in the vicinity of Gospic.
A large number of civilians was killed by snipers in Sarajevo. 68 67 68 57 58 60 38 43 41
A large number of corps of Kosovo Albanian civilians, have
been found in mass graves — Batajnica, Petrovo Selo, 71 63 62 31 31 38 25 27 34
Perucac.
Members of the Croatian military police have tortured Serbian
prisoners of war in the military prison “Lora” in the vicinity of 63 68 60 65 58 60
Split.
Dubrovnik has been bombarded by the JNA 66 57 56 34 30 34 15 15 15
In the villages of Strpci and Sjeverin, Muslim civilians have
been taken by force from the train and bus and killed 55 50 44 33 41 31
afterwards.
Sarajevo has been under the siege for more than one
thousand days (three years) o1 95 58 40 40 48 16 18 18
Para-military units and members of the JNA are killing
civilians in Vukovar 54 47 52 24 23 28 18 17 21
Kosovo Albanians have been killed and forcibly expelled
even before the NATO bombing. 49 45 44 17 18 20 1 12 14
When the NATO bombing started in 1999, Kosovo Albanians
were forcibly expelled and their personal documentation 45 38 36 16 14 15 8 6 10
taken
TV coverage on “babies’ massacre” in Vukovar 38 31 37 19 16 22 18 15 20
Muslims from the town of Zvornik have been forcibly expelled
by the members of the Serbian armed forces during the war 31 39 17 24 9 13
in Bosnia.
Mostar has been bombarded by the JNA 37 31 40 12 11 19 6 5 9
Members of the JNA have been looting and burning houses
in the vicinity of Dubrovinik 38 29 35 14 12 19 24 10 14
Para-military units from Serbia killed civilians in Bjeljina in
1992. 30 27 33 14 14 18 12 13 16
Serbian ciilians were tortured, killed and persecuted in Osjek 69 67 62
£yi048 991 : :
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Awareness and opinion of events relating to wars on the
territory of the former SFRY, 1992-1995

Killing of civilians in Bjeljina in 1992 I
h I I

JNA was looting and burning the houses in Dubrovnik I

Mostar has been bombarded by the JNA

Forcible transfer of Muslims from the town of Zvornik

NATO 1999, depriving Albanians of personal documentation

Have you heard of the

% Of citizens who have
heard of the event

event?

Killing and forcible transfer of Kosovo Albanians

Killing of civilians in Vukovar

Sarajevo under siege for 3 years

Abuduction of Muslims

Crimes committed by Serbs

Dubrovnik has been bombarded by the JNA

02006

02005

-~

Mass graves

E2004

Snipers in Sarajevo

-~

Srebrenica

TV coverage on babies' masacr in Vukovar

Killing, torturing and persecuting Serbs in Osjek in 1991 | | |

Military Prison "Lora"

Medacki dzep, crimes against Serbs

Muslims held Serbs in the camps

Crimes committed by KLA, Kosovo 1999

Operation "Flash"” 1995

Crimes against Serbs
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Awareness and opinion of events relating to wars on the
territory of the former SFRY, 1992-1995

Killing of civilians in Bjeljina in 1992 :|_| '
JNA was looting and burning houses in Dubrovnik ﬁ' :
a Mostar has been bombarded by the JNA ' Do you realy the
5 L event actually happened?
wn Forcible transfer of Muslims from the town of Zvornik ' % of citizens who believe
> . .
L | NATO 99, depriving Albanians of personal documentation that the eve_nt which they
D . heard of is a true one
= Killing and forcible transfer of Kosovo Albanians I
E -
€ Killing of civilians in Vukovar L '
o b I I
o . . ]
q‘"_, Sarajevo under siege for 3 years | | | | |:| 2006
g Abduction of Muslims : !
5 4
Dubrovnik has been bombarded by the JNA — [ 2005
h I I I
Mass graves ] .
] | | = £ 2004
Sharpshooters in Sarajevo |
. I I I
Srebrenica :
1 I I
TV coverage on babies' masacre in Vukovar I I| '
. I
Killing, torturing and persecuting Serbs in Osijek, 1991 | | | | | | '
% Military prison "Lora" | | | | | '
4(/3 "Medacki dzep", crimes against Serbs | | | | | : |
w0 i
-% Muslims held Serbs in camps I
(@)] b I I I I I I
2 Crimes committed by the KLA, Kosovo 1999 | | | | | | | .
8 4
£ Operation "Flash" 1995 : |
— I I I I I I I T
U —\_\‘ T T T T T T T T
- 0 10 : 0 0 80 90
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Awareness and opinion of events relating to wars on the
territory of the former SFRY, 1992-1995

Killing of civilians in Bjeljina in 1992 g | | | |
JNA was looting and burning houses in Dubrovnik | Was it an ’”e'”tab’l’tyaf
. war or
" Mostar has been bombarded by the JNA _E % of citizens who
g Forcible transfer of Muslims from the town of Zvornik ———1 consider it as a crime
A i
ATO 99, depriving Albanians of personal documentation
_(>3N priving i p u _:'—l
8 Killing and forcible transfer of Kosovo Albanians Errl—‘
jj -
é Killing of civilians in Vukovar L :
S . : i ' ! 02006
8 Sarajevo under siege for 3 years I
_—l—l
GEm) Abduction of Muslims : | 02005
5 Dubrovnik has been bombarded by the JNA %
i E 2004

Mass graves T |

Snipers in Sarajevo ]

Srebrenica T

TV coverage on masacre of babies in Vukovar I

Killing, torturing and persecuting Serbs in Osijek in 1991 | | | | |

Military prison "Lora" T

Medacki dzep, crimes against Serbs ]

Muslims held Serbs in the camps ]

Crimes committed by the KLA, Kosovo 1999 | | | | | | | 1

Operation "Flash" 1995 : ]

Crimes against Serbs

o

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
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Opinion regarding the Hague Tribunal:
views regarding cooperation, confidence
In and perception of the mission of the
Hague Tribunal
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Opinion regarding the Hague Tribunal: Views
regarding cooperation

Views on cooperation of Serbia with the Hague Tribunal

fa

41

849%

Total
for cooperation

For justice

29

2003

13

19

28

4 5
32
33
76%
70%
22 27
2004 2005

69%

26

2006

O Do not know

O We should not co-operate, regardless the price
the state will pay

O We should co-operate only to the extent
needed to avoid a new set of sanctions

O We should co-operate since this is a
prerequsite for reintegration of Serbia in the
world

B We should co-operate in order to achieve
justice

Percentage of citizens who consider that there should be more cooperation with the Hague Tribunal has decreased by
15% in relation to 2003

Only 15% of the populace, stable over the last 4 years, consider that there should be cooperation with the Hague Tribunal
in order for justice to prevail, while others consider that cooperation should be implemented for utilitarian reasons

swfl_';;\m
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Opinion regarding the Hague Tribunal: Views
regarding cooperation

13

19

28

26

1}

Total

Views on cooperation of Serbia with the Hague Tribunal

(73]

£ =N

11

49

G17+

25

11

43

DS

38

46

DSS-NS

30

16

SRS

O Do not know

O We should not co-operate, regardless
the price the state will pay

O We should co-operate only to the
extent needed to avoid a new set of
sanctions

O We should co-operate since it is a
prerequsite for reintegration of
Serbia in the world

B We should co-operate in order to
achive justice

The majority of antagonists in respect of cooperation with the Hague Tribunal are among SRS supporters.

stf;iﬂam
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Opinion regarding the Hague Tribunal: Views
regarding cooperation

To what extent does the position of a particular party (politician) in respect of the
Hague Tribunal or war crimes trials before domestic courts impact on your vote in
favor of that party or support for that politician?

B Impacts on me not to
vote

O No impact

@ Impacts on me to vote

Total DS SRS DSS-NS G17+

For almost one half of the citizens the position of a party regarding the Hague Tribunal and war crimes trials before
domestic courts are not of importance for their decision to vote for or against such party. The position on these issues in
deciding whether to support a party have the greatest significance to DS and SRS supporters.
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Opinion regarding the Hague Tribunal: Views
regarding cooperation

How would you asess the work of the
Serbian Government in regards to the co-
operation with the Hague tribunal

0 Do not know

H 5 - Excellent

04

@3

a2

15% 01 - Verybad

Is the Government doing everything within its
competence to fulfill its obligations towards the
Hague tribunal?

Do not
know
3%

No 53%
44%

Majority of citizens (53%) believe the government has done everything in its power to meet the obligations towards the
Hague Tribunal, but are most frequently ambivalent as concerns the cooperation with the Hague Tribunal (44%); only

17% gives the government high grades for cooperation with the Hague Tribunal

e
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Opinion regarding the Hague Tribunal: Views
regarding cooperation

What is the contribution of the
Serbian President with regard to co-
operation with the Hague tribunal?

o

O Do not
know/refuse

B Contributing a
lot

@ Mostly
contributing

@ Yes and No

O Mostly not
contributing

O Not
contributing at
all

What is the contribution of the Serbian
Parliament with regard to co-operation
with the Hague tribunal?

O Do not
know/refuse

B Contributing a
lot

O Mostly
contributing

@ Yes and No

O Mostly not
contributing

O Not
9% contributing at

all

A high number of citizens has no clear position regarding contribution of the President of Serbia and the Serbian Assembly
towards cooperation with the Hague Tribunal (40% and 45%).

Considerably greater number of citizens believe in the contribution of the President of Serbia (40%) than in the
contribution of the Assembly (24%)
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Opinion regarding the Hague Tribunal: Views
regarding cooperation

How would you asess the work of the Is the Government doing everything within its
Serbian Government with regard to co- competence to fulfill its obligations towards
operation with the Hague tribunal? the Hague tribunal?
m5
o4 @ No
@3
o2
H Yes
22%
o O
15% 9% 1
I o T T J-/0 T
Total DSS-NS DS G17+ SRS Total DSS-NS SRS DS G17+

Supporters of the DSS-NS coalition give highest grades to the government and have the highest confidence in its efforts
to meet the obligations towards the Hague Tribunal
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Opinion regarding the Hague Tribunal: Views
on cooperation

What is the contribution of the Serbian
President with regard to co-operation with the
Hague tribunal?

@ Contributing
O Yes and No
14% 16% O Not
contributing

O,

17% I‘.%

Tota DS DSS- G117+
NS

with the Hague tribunal?
@ Contributing
O Yes and No
° 31%
289 l20%| [21%| [21%| [°'”°
O Not

What is the contribution of the Serbian
Parliament with regard to co-operation

Ot

contributing
DSS- Gi17+ SRS
NS

Regarding the contribution of the President of Serbia towards cooperation with the Hague Tribunal there are no significant

differences between supporters of various political parties, while as regards the contribution of the Assembly the

differences are somewhat greater. DS supporters grade the contribution of the President of Serbia somewhat better than
others, and worse as regards the contribution of the Serbian Assembly.

—
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Opinion regarding the Hague Tribunal: Views
on cooperation

Are the Army and Police ready to renounce individuals
from their own ranks who committed war crimes?

Do not know
4%

Yes
44%

No
52%

Most citizens consider the army and the police unready to renounce individuals from their own ranks who committed war
crimes
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Opinion regarding the Hague Tribunal : motive of the
accused for voluntary surrender

What is the foremost motive of persons accused

What is the foremost motive to admit guilt?
by the Hague Tribunal to voluntarily surrender?

7 12
20 O Do not know 23

\\
O Serbian Government puts \
59 36 pressure on them to \

surrender so to fulfill the 73

obligations
B To prove inocense for

crimes they have been
acussed of

1 Do not know

63 O Expecting less severe
penalty (not a real remorse)

@ To defend the state and

19 20 people from unjust charges u H Real remorse

2005 2006 2005 2006

The number of persons who believe that the foremost motive for voluntary surrender was pressure from the government has

considerably decreased, and the number of those who consider that this is a way to defend oneself from charges has
increased.

In relation to the preceding year there is a notable increase in the nhumber of citizens who do not have a position regarding
the issue of the motive for voluntary surrender and admission of guilt by the Hague defendants.
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Opinion regarding the Hague Tribunal : motive
of the accused for voluntary surrender

What is the foremost motive of persons accused by the Hague Tribunal to voluntarily surrender?

0 Do not know

O Government puts pressure on
them to surrender so to fulfill its
obligation towards int. community

B Defending themselves from charges
for committing crimes

O Defending the state and people
from unjust charges

Perception of the motive of defendants for voluntary surrender are perceived differently by supporters of
different parties, however there is no consensus among those supporting the same party

TQ:!"‘E‘-}"' Beogradski centar za ljudska prava 38




Opinion regarding the Hague Tribunal:
confidence in impartiality

Confidence that the Hague Tribunal What mostly reflects the bias of the Hague

will try defendants of Serbian Tribunal in respect of defendants of Serbian
nationality impartially and only on nationality as compared to others?

basis of proven facts Responses of the part of the canvassed citizens who
doubt the impartiality of the Hague Tribunal

i i i 13 | O Do not know 3 6 7 8 O Do not know
10 3 8

191 |16 |18 13| [10| [10] L

17 E Confidence - - . 14

12 O Less impartial trials
16 14 -
OYes and No 10

69 69 69 63 B Less objectivity of indictments

O Higher sentences

O Have no

55 . .
confidence 50 48 44 B Higher number of high ranked

Serbs accused

2003 2004 2005 2006

O Higher number of Serbs accused

Maijority of citizens consistently think that the Hague Tribunal is biased in trying defendants of Serbian nationality, and the
most frequent response for such perception is the prevalent number of indicted Serbs
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Opinion regarding the Hague Tribunal:
confidence in impartiality

Confidence that the Hague Tribunal will try defendants of Serbian nationality impartially and only
on basis of proven facts

8

“ O Do not know

H B Confidence

O Yes and No

13
7 ]

O No
confidence

Total DSS-NS SRS DS G17+

The greatest mistrust in the impartiality of the Hague Tribunal is among SRS and DSS-NS coalition supporters
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Perception of the Hague trials by war crimes victims and
their families

How do the trials before the Hague Tribunal affect war crime victims and their families?

O Do not know
19
26
5 |
5 B War crimes trials conducted before the Hague Tribunal make victims and their
36 families feel that justice has been done completely
37
B War crimes trials conducted before the Hague Tribunal make victims and their
families feel that justice has been done to a certain extent
\\
40 N 32
O Victims and their families see the Hague tribunal as unfair, since those who
committed crimes are not tried at all or the proceedings against them are
. T longlasting with mild sentences
2005 2006

In comparison to the previous year, the number of citizens who consider that victims and their families perceive the Hague
Tribunal as very unjust has decreased
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Opinion on domestic judicial authorities in
charge of war crimes
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Perception of the mission of trying war crimes before
domestic courts

What do you think is the prevalent purpose of trying war crimes before domestic courts?

O Do not know
1‘.2 19
14
14 O Other
|
15 f\/
<Z| 19 O To prevent future commission of crimes
24 4
23 O To put all the guilt for wartime atrocities on Serbs
33 O To show that war crimes can not go unpusihed and thereby to
25 spread an idea of peace and tolerance among people
' ' v O To show that Serbian society is capable of facing war crimes and
2005 2006 accepting the guilt of its compatriots

In comparison with the previous year the number of citizens who consider the purpose of trying war crimes before
domestic courts is to show that Serbian society is capable of facing up to war crimes has decreased, and there is an

increase in the number of those who believe that the purpose is to put the all the blame for war crimes on Serbs
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Perception of the mission of trying war crimes before
domestic courts

What do you think is the prevalent purpose of trying war crimes before domestic courts?

0O Do not know/refuse
12 | 6 |8 9
19 a1
8 26 22 24 O Other
14
J\%g/L L 18 10
19 || < wﬂg O To prevent future commission of crimes
<
l 33 | | o
23 19 31 O To put all the guilt for wartime atrocities on Serbs
30 33 O To show that war crimes can not go unpunished and
25 27 25 thereby to spred an idea of peace and tolerance among
people
' ' ' ' ' ' @ To show that Serbian society is capable of facing war
Total SRS DS DSS- G17+ crimes and accepting the guilt of its compatriots
NS

SRS supporters more than others consider that the purpose of trying war crimes before domestic courts is to place all
the blame for war crimes on Serbs, however the views on this issue within the SRS are divided in this respect
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Perception of the mission of trying war crimes before
domestic courts

What had the greatest impact on citizens to form the stated view on the objective of war
crimes trials before domestic courts?

O Do not know

24 26
o 4 O Other
26% @ Ongoing trials
13 1490 )
23 24 / @ Work of the War Crimes Prosecutors' Office and War Crimes
Chamber

14 O International community's attitude towards the War Crimes

24 Prosecutors' Office and War Crimes Chamber
16

. T O General public attitude towards War Crimes Prosecutors'
2005 2006 Office and War Crimes Chamber

As compared to the previous year citizens mostly quote trials in progress, the work of the War Crimes Prosecutors’ Office
and the court, and more rarely the position of the international community and public opinion
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Perception of the mission of trying war crimes before
domestic courts

In the final outcome, will the war crimes trials achieve the expected objective?

2006.
% of citizens
who named
this purpose
E Not at all @ Partially O Quite a bit E Completely Do not know
[ J 25%
To show that Serbian society is capable of facing war 12
crimes 149
()
To prevent future commission of crimes
19%
To put all the guilt for wartime atrocities on Serbs
23%
To show that war crimes can not go unpunished

The greatest conviction that war crimes trials before domestic courts will achieve the expected objective was displayed
among citizens who perceive the purpose in showing that the Serbian society is capable of facing war crimes and accepting
the guilt of their compatriots.
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Perception of the mission of trying war crimes
before domestic courts

% of the populace who believe that war crimes trials before domestic courts will succeed in
achieving the assumed objective

Total To show that war crimes To put all the guilt for To prevent future To show that Serbian
can not remain wartime atrocities on commission of crimes society is capable of
unpunished Serbs facing war crimes

Without notable change in respect to the previous year: although generally low, still the greatest conviction that war
crimes trials before domestic courts will succeed in achieving their objective was displayed among citizens who perceive
the purpose in showing that Serbian society is capable of facing up to war crimes and guilt of their compatriots.
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Opinion of the domestic judicial authorities for war
crimes

Is our judicial system ready to try
those accused for war crimes?

11 9
u H 16 O Do not know
M Distrust

Confidence in Serbian judicial
authorities

31%
33% 28%
- B Not at all
=
Indecisive @ Mostly no
33 44 36
0 0, 0
57% 60% 56% O Mostly yes
E Confidence

E Absolutely
yes

2004 2005 2006

2004 2005 2006

As in previous years, despite low confidence in Serbian judicial institutions, the majority of citizens expressed confidence in
the readiness of that very same judiciary to try the accused for war crimes
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Opinion of the domestic judicial authorities in charge of
war crimes

Is it better to conduct war crimes trials in Reasons for thinking it is better to conduct war
Serbia than in the Hague? crimes trials in Serbia than in the Hague

O Do not know

ONo

O Something else

O Indecisive

2004 2005 2006 2005 2006

O More chance for getting
a pardon

@ Mildly sentences

O Trials would be more
fair

Most citizens are consistent in thinking that it is better to try war crimes in Serbia than in the Hague, and state the reasons
for such thinking that adjudication would be more fair
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Opinion of the domestic judicial authorities in charge of
war crimes

Is it better to try war crimes in Serbia than in the Hague?

® Do not know

E No

@ Indecisive

E Yes

Total SRS DSS-NS DS G17+

SRS and DSS-NS supporters in significantly larger percentage consider it better to conduct war crimes trials in Serbia than in
the Hague
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Opinion of the domestic judicial authorities for war
crimes

Do you thing that the War Crimes Prosecutors’ Will the War Crimes Prosecutor be independent in
Office has the fortitude to initiate all proceedings proceedings or will he be exposed to political
for war crimes? pressures?

O Do not know

O Do not know

O He would ask
permission from

@ Has no fortitude to the Government

initiate all
proceedings

O He would make
decision on his
own, independetly
from the
Government

E Has fortitude to
initiate all
proceedings

2004 2005 2006 2004 2005 2006

Although majority of citizens consider our judicial system ready to adjudicate war crimes, less than half of citizens think that
the War Crimes Prosecutor’ Office would have the fortitude to initiate all proceedings, and only every fourth citizen (less than
in previous years) consider that the Prosecutor would be independent in his decisions
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Opinion of the domestic judicial authorities for war

crimes
Will the judges of the War Crimes Chamber of Will the security services attempt to obstruct
the Belgrade District Court resist the public investigation of their officers?
pressure and public opinion during the
proceedings in progress or those that are
expected to commence
20 19 O Do not know 21 19 O Do not know
35 36
34 | | 37 36 e
O Security services will not
33 | ©They will not 29 interfere with investigations of
resist the public their members
pressure
43 46
46 45 35 | m security services will try to
32 obstruct investigations of their
E They will resist | | |  officers
the public
' ' ' ' pressure 2004 2005 2006

2004 2005 2006

The number of citizens who think that judges will be able to resist public pressure has considerably
decreased as compared to previous years. However, also the number of citizens has decreased who

consider that security services would attempt to obstruct investigation of their officers. An increased
number__gf citizens hold no views on this issue
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Opinion of the domestic judicial authorities
in charge of war crimes

Will the judgments of domestic courts be
biased in respect of nationality of the
accused: if Serb, if Croat, if Bosniak, if

How will the media inform on proceedings
before the War Crimes Chamber of the
Belgrade District Court?

Albanian?
O Do not know
11 15 Do not know
8
7 26 U 24
F 4] »
292 10 B Judgments against Serbs -I AII. the. media will report
19 will be more severe than objectivly
15 against members of other 44
nationalities 41 28 [@ Majority of the media will

report objectivly while

O Judgments against Serbs ) )
some will be biased

will be milder than against

60 54 49 members of other 28 3 Majority of the media will
nationalities 28 26 report in a biased way
m Judgments will not be while some will be objective
biased in respect of 7 8 12 All the media will report in
' ' ' ' nationality biased way

2004 2005 2006 2004 2005 2006

As compared to previous years a lesser number of citizens expressed conviction of impartial adjudication in respect of the
nationality of the accused, while there is a rise in those who doubt the objective of media informing of procedures before the
War Crimes Chamber of the Belgrade District Court
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Opinion of the domestic judicial authorities in charge of
war crimes

Have you heard that some cases currently before the Hague Tribunal will be transferred to the domestic
war crimes court?

o8 57 ONo

HYes

2005 2006

More than half the citizens are still not aware, even in this year, that some cases will be transferred to the domestic war
crimes court.
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Facing the truth and the role of domestic
judicial authorities in its acceptance
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Facing the truth and the role of domestic judicial authorities in its acceptance

Is facing up to events in the wars in the former SFRY important for the future of the country?

O Do not know

O It is not important, since Serbia is facing more important problems such as
rebuilding economy, raising standard of living etc.

O It is not important, since such facing will not change anything in the future

@ It is not important, since we will never agree on the truth about those
events, so it is better to sink them into oblivion

@ It is important so that we can finaly show that Serbs are not guilty for
crimes which have been attributed to them and exempt future generations
from the sense of guilt

B It is important, because only if we face the truth and accept our share of
responsibility we can expect better future for our country and good relations

2004 2005 2006 with neighboring countries and the international community

The trend continues also in this year of the decrease in number of citizens who consider that facing up to the truth and
accepting responsibility is important for the future of the country as the only road towards a better future and good relations
with neighbors and the international community
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Facing the truth and the role of domestic judicial authorities in its
acceptance

Is facing up to events in the wars in the former SFRY important for the future of the country?

O Do not know

Pl [S]~

O It is not important, since Serbia is facing more important problems
as rebuilding economy, raising standard of living etc.

@ It is not important, since we will never agree on the truth about
those events, so it is better to sink them into oblivion

AN
> 9O O A*x O
Q

@ It is important so that we can finaly show that Serbs are not guilty
for cirmes which have been attributed to them and by doing so set
the next generations free of gulit.

As regards the viewpoint on the importance of facing the truth for the future of Serbia the biggest contrast
is between DS and SRS supporters

swfl_';;\m
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Facing the truth and the role of domestic judicial authorities in its acceptance

Would trials before domestic courts contribute to What would be the public effect of trials before domestic
awareness of the truth on events during wars in courts if shown that indicted Serbs are guilty of war crimes?
the former SFRY?
O Do not know
8 9 O Do not know
17 10 9

=1 i
] e WM
— O No, since the actual truth

will never reach the
common citizens

@ Public would deny that it is true
that Serbs are guilty of war
crimes

R

O Public would only partialy
accept the truth that the
accused Serbs are guilty of
committing war crimes

O Yes, since witnesses and
accused would be more
willing to tell the truth
before domestic court

instead before the Hague
2004 2005 2006 Tribunal

@ Public would accept the whole
truth established before
domestic courts

2004 2005 2006

As compared to previous years, there is a significant decrease of the number of citizens who consider that trials before
domestic courts would contribute to awareness of the truth, as well as in the number of citizens who believe that the general
public would fully accept any truth uncovered before domestic courts.

On the other hand, there is a continued trend of increase in the number of citizens who think that the actual truth will never
be unco_\;gred
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Facing the truth and the role ot the Hague | ribunal and domestic judicial
authorities in its acceptance

If you witnessed a war crime, would you agree to Would you be willing to testify before the domestic court?
give a statement to the Hague Tribunal
investigators?

0 Do not
know O Do not know
O No
O No
B Yes
B Yes
2004 2005 2006 2004 2005 2006

As in previous years a considerably larger percentage of citizens expressed readiness to testify before domestic courts than
to give statements to Hague Tribunal investigators. However, the readiness to testify before either court is consistently
decreasing from year to year.
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Facing the truth and the role of the Hague Tribunal
and domestic judicial authorities in its acceptance

Would you testify before courts in neighbouring countries

and the courts in Kosovo?

If you witnessed a war crime, would
you agree to give a statement to the
Hague Tribunal investigators?

74 74 70

2005
2006

Croatia,
Croatia,

[To]
o
o
N
o
m

72

BiH, 2006

75

Kosovo,

2005

74

Kosovo,
2006

8
20
0 Do not know
59
52 ONo
@ Yes

o o
> 0 >
@ O T S
:I:g I o
o o N
£ £
- -

An even smaller number of citizens would testify before courts in Croatia, BiH and Kosovo. However, as compared to the
previous year due to less readiness to testify before the Hague Tribunal, this difference is considerably smaller.
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Facing the truth and the role of the Hague Tribunal and
domestic judicial authorities in its acceptance

In your opinion, will trials before domestic courts contribute to the process of reconcilliation?

31 0O Do not
41 know

B No

EVYes

2005 2006

Despite increased doubt among citizens that the real truth will ever be uncovered and increased suspicion of citizens in
impartiality of domestic courts (or because of that), there is an increase in the number of citizens who consider that trials
before domestic courts would contribute to the process of reconcilliation
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The role of the new Constitution and the
new government in repairing good
neighbourly relations, resolving relations
with the Hague Tribunal and the status of
Kosovo
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The role of the new Constitution and the new government in
repairing good neighborly relations, resolving relations with
_ the Hague Tribunal and the_status_of Kosovo

Will enactment of the new Constitution in Serbia promote establishing good neighborly relations between ethnic
communities in the region?

Do not know
32% Yes

25%

More than 40% of citizens expect that enactment of the new Constitution will contribute to establishing good
neighborly relations
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The role of the new Constitution and the new government in
repairing good neighbourly relations, resolving relations with

_ the Hague Tribunal and the_status_of Kosovo

Will enactment of the new Constitution in Serbia promote establishing good neighbourly relations

between ethnic communities in the region?

32

Total

14

DSS-NS

DS

16

G17+

26

SRS

O Do not
know

HE No

EVYes

The highest conviction that enactment of the new Constitution will contribute to establishing good neighborly
relations is among supporters of the DSS-NS coalition and lowest among SRS supporters
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The role of the new Constitution and the new government in
repairing good neighbourly relations, resolving relations with

_ the Hague Tribunal and the_status_of Kosovo

Will the new government, formed after the parliamentary elections in January 2007...

O Do not know

44 46

ONo
19 18

B Yes

co-operate with the Hague tribunal more resolve the problems of wartime heritage
successfully more successfully

Only just over one third of citizens expect that the new government will cooperate with the Hague Tribunal
more successfully and will have more success in resolving the problems of wartime heritage
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The role of the new Constitution and the new government in
repairing good neighbourly relations, resolving relations with

_ the Hague Tribunal and the_status_of Kosovo

What should be the stand of the new government to countries that recognise Kosovo as an independent state?

23

16

Total

G117+

DS

30

18

DSS-NS

31

29

SRS

O Do not know/refuse

O To ignore recognitions made by
certain countries

O To break up diplomatic relations

H To continue with using diplomatic
means to improve Kosovo Serbs'
position in the international comunity

Most citizens are of the opinion that the government should continue with diplomatic relations with countries
that recognise Kosovo as an independent state. Such views are least represented among SRS supporters
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