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ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTS OF DISPLACED
POPULATIONS

Dealing with Issues rather than
therProblems

SOME FACTS

More than 160 wars have
been recorded since the end
of World War I1

Almost 40 million people
worldwide have been
uprooted from their homes by
war alone

28 million people affected by
natural disasters in 1960s; 64
million in 1980s;...

Nearly every country: in the
world hosts refugees -
including) many ofi the poeorest
nations

11 million refugees today -
2590 in Affica

...AND ISSUES

Natural resources — diamonds,

timber, water... - are increasingly:

becoming a cause of conflict and

population displacement: i'mti?
Ecosystem senvices & functions e SR
collapse under pressure of 3
sudden, concentrated human

displacements

Many: camps & settlements are

located closel tol borders and

protected areas

Significant damage can result,

bUt preventive and/er mitigation

Imeasures can be taken




WHO ARE WE TALKING ABOUT?

Refugees - conflict generated; outside of
country of origin; unable to return under
prevailing circumstances

Internally displaced people - some, but not
alli, conflict generated; may: be unable to) leave
their country/

Environmentally displaced persens -
environmentalldegradation is a major (but not
theronly)r cause ofi displacement

Voluntarn/migrants = woeluntar/ movemenit fior
economic, sociall, culturallor personal gain
RELUrNEES ~ reftigees (mainly)Rwhoeranerable to
rettrnrhomerfoliowingrpelitical chamnges

SOME ISSUES OF CONCERN

FUELWOOD, BUILDING
MATERIALS AND CHARCOAL:
USE & COMMERCE
OVERGRAZING

POOR AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES
EROSION

WATER POLLUTION

WASTE MANAGEMENT

POACHING (BUSHMEAT)
INTRODUCED INVASIVE SPECIES
SOCIAL & ECONOMIC
DISRUPTION

CONFLICT

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

Understand the situation 4 PHASES
Identify what is/might be at

risk Normal/Pre-emergency
Assess what environmental Emergency.

mitigation opportunities might
e available

Consider the impact of
institutional assistance -
including donor and
government responses - on
the environment and existing
communities

Consider: the implications off
‘o action”

Care and Maintenance;
Durable Solutions




REHABILITATION

PAKISTAN — INCOME GENERATING PROJECTS
FOR REFUGEE AREAS

12 years (1984-1996) - $86 million

“This, approach dees not provide a blueprint for
replication” WB Evaln

SUDAN — SUSTAINABILE OPTIONS FOR
LIVELIHOOD SECURITY IN'EASTERN SUDAN

RParticipatorn/ approach
Bryear progiammes; 300,000 people; $11.5
millien




NORMAL / PRE- EMERGENCY

SITUATION
Stable conditions suddenly
disintegrate and dissolve, for part
of population
Multiple reasons possible —
conflict over natural resources,
competition (drought), political
Affected people probably have no
prior experience of this type of
situation
May:have no option but to flee,
abandonmg possessions
High demand builds for natural
resources (water, Wood
resources, pasture, wildlife),
leading to competition and
possible conflict

ACTIONS TO TAKE
Identify potential hotspots/
flashpoints
Identify high risk sites (e.g.
protected areas) using different
dispi al/movement narios

contingency plans
Train and equip for initial
response (e.g. park wardens),
Best practices applied|
Capacity building| (institutions,
gpvernment)
Rapid response system —
contingency plans
Conflict prevention/resolution of
disputes at local community level
Awareness; raising
Best practices applied|

EMERGENCY

Sudden onset — little or no
warning

Impact transferred to another
region

High population (and livestock)
dispersal — sudden pressure on,
environment

Drastically altered sociall and|
economic conditions:
Immediate competition over
natural reseurces — between
displaced persons and between
displaced persons and locals)
Emergency relief operations:
respond (co-ordination);

ACTIONS TO TAKE
Prevention before cure
Identify early needs and ris|
integrate environmental concerns
where appropriate.

Cautious planning — try and be
proactive
Best practices applied
Engage local communities in d
making
Influence settlement location and
desion
Identify, appropriate alternative
systems and| practices;

raising — allllevels — e.g.
protected areas or off-limit resources;
food provision....
Begin to organise management
SEUGHUY
Influence policy decisions (e.g.
procurement by relief operation)

CARE AND MAINTENANCE

SITUATION

tuation begir
stabilise for part of

ulation at |

ACTIONS TO TAKE

ments (environmental,

economic) carried out

t plan for affected

region/. communities

Joint activiti

term planning
(long-term
perspective should

and di
Enhan:

esponse
organisation
becomesiclearer:
with improved co-
ordination; and
management
Other options may,
become apparent developed

for more)

initiated for local

mmunities

and information

dissemination working throughdesignated;

evaluate and respond to needs
ific training and| capacity building

fof
— agriculture, forestry,

, livestock keeping
Best prastices introduced and new/ones

cape needs and options

istainablerenvirenmentall
management
Appropriate practi

S and geod management

nowwilllhelpHlimit need for restoration




DURABLE SOLUTIONS

SITUATION
upheaval if.
returning to home country
(refugee) or town/region
(IDP) or n ountry

Returnee (refu
population may

they the right/most

appropriate on

Often weak

and civillsogiet re Legal righits clarified, e:0 land|tentre
Edlication
SKills training based| o experiences and

OVer ownershipiis
well as s rity

Monitor-and evaluate

THEORY TO PRACTICE

No blueprint available — every situation; is
different

Co-ordination and co-operation between all
stakeholders/actors becomes all the more
important

Regular consultation is required between
displaced persons; locallinhabitants; mio;
nomads, localland central government
authoerties, NGOs, UN teams, denors

IViany: teols andibESt practicestexist, Ut these
often don’t reach the intended audiences — re=
INVEnting theWhEE] oI Cost ol MO ACHOR




