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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The nineteenth OSCE Human Dimension Implementation Meeting (HDIM) took
place in Warsaw from 21 September to 2 October 2015, at the hotel Sofitel
Victoria.

This year, again, it attracted a record number of 1387 participants, representing
OSCE nparticipating States, Partners for Co-operation, OSCE institutions and
executive structures, international organizations and representatives of the civil
society. Organized by the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights (ODIHR) in co-operation with the Serbian OSCE Chairmanship and other
OSCE executive structures — the OSCE Secretariat, offices of the OSCE High
Commissioner on National Minorities and the OSCE Representative on Freedom of
the Media, and field operations, it aimed at reviewing the implementation of the full
range of OSCE human dimension commitments.

The HDIM provides a unique opportunity for representatives of civil society, OSCE
participating States and OSCE structures to meet and exchange ideas, not only with
their civil society counterparts from other countries, but also with government
representatives and international organizations.

Organization of the Meeting

The discussions were organized in 20 sessions — opening and closing plenaries and 18
working sessions. Apart from the official sessions, 71 side events and nine working
breakfasts were organized on different topics.

The opening plenary was chaired by Michael Georg Link, the Director of the
OSCE/ODIHR, who also gave an opening statement. This year, the opening session
hosted special guests - Ivica Daci¢, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Sebia/ OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, Grzegorz Schetyna, Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Poland, and Gernot Erler, Special Representative of the Federal
Government of Germany for the OSCE Chairmanship in 2016. The opening plenary
also featured statements of heads of OSCE institutions including Lamberto Zannier,
the OSCE Secretary General, Dunja Mijatovi¢, OSCE Representative on Freedom of
the Media and Astrid Thors, OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities.

Thirteen delegations of participating States also delivered statements in the opening
session.

There were nine working sessions in the first week of HDIM from 21 to 25 September
and they focused on the following topics:

e Working session 1: Fundamental freedoms I, including: Address by the
OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media and Freedom of
expression, free media and information;

e Working session 2: (specifically selected topic): Challenges to the
enjoyment of fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age of new



information and communication technologies, including the respect for
privacy

e Working session 3: (specifically selected topic): Challenges to the
enjoyment of fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age of new
information and communication technologies, including the respect for
privacy (continued)

e Working session 4: Fundamental freedoms | (continued), including:
Freedom of peaceful assembly and association; National human rights
institutions and the role of civil society in the protection of human rights;
Human rights education;

e Working session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination I, including:
Address by the OSCE Special Representative/Senior Adviser on Gender
Issues and Equal opportunity for women and men in all spheres of life,
including through implementation of the OSCE Action Plan for the
Promotion of Gender Equality;

e Working session 6 and 7 (specifically selected topic): Independence of
the judicial system, with a particular focus on accountability and integrity
of judges and prosecutors;

e Working sessions 8: Rule of law, including: Prevention of torture;
Exchange of views on the question of abolition of capital punishment;
Protection of human rights and fighting terrorism

e Working sessions 9: Democratic institutions, including: Democratic
elections; Democracy at the national, regional and local levels; Democratic
law-making; Citizenship and political rights.

In the second week, 28 September to 2 October, there were also nine working sessions
which addressed the following topics:

e Working sessions 10: Fundamental freedoms I, including: Freedom of
movement; Treatment of citizens of other States; Migrant workers, the
integration of legal migrants;

e Working session 11: Humanitarian issues and other commitments,
including: Address by the OSCE Special Representative/Co-ordinator for
Combating Trafficking in Human Beings; Combating trafficking in human
beings; Refugees and displaced persons;

e Working session 12 and 13 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate
crimes and ensuring effective protection against discrimination.

e Working session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II, including:
Combating racism, xenophobia and discrimination, also focusing on
intolerance and discrimination against Christians and members of other
religions; Combating anti-Semitism; Combating intolerance and
discrimination against Muslims;

e Working session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued), including:
Freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief;



e Working sessions 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination | (continued),
including: Roma and Sinti issues, including: Implementation of the OSCE
Action Plan on Improving the Situation of Roma and Sinti;

e Working sessions 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination Il (continued),
including: Address by the OSCE High Commissioner on National
Minorities; of persons belonging to national minorities; Preventing
aggressive nationalism, racism and chauvinism;

e Working session 18: was devoted to the discussion of human dimension
activities with special emphasis on project work.

The HDIM was concluded by a Closing Plenary Session. Closing addresses were
delivered by Ambassador Vuk Zugi¢, Permanent Representative of the Republic of
Serbia to the OSCE and Chairperson of the Permanent Council, and ODIHR Director
Link. Ten participating States also delivered statements at the Closing Session.

In terms of invited guests at the sessions, there were all together 52 introducers and
moderators from 25 different countries representing governmental and public
structures, civil society, OSCE executive structures, international organizations and
academia.

academia
8%

international
organizations
4%

S

Figure 1: Introducers and moderators per sector

The statistics regarding the participation in the meeting are provided in the next
chapter.

The exact timetables can be found here:
http://www.0sce.org/odihr/182381?download=true

Statements at the sessions
Participants, all together, delivered 774 statements during all sessions. See the
statistics below.
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The most popular session, in terms of statements, was the working session 15
Fundamental freedoms Il (continued), including: Freedom of thought, conscience,
religion or belief with 61 statements (incl. statements and rights of reply).

The second most popular was the working session 14 on Tolerance and non-
discrimination 11, including: Combating racism, xenophobia and discrimination, also
focusing on intolerance and discrimination against Christians and members of other
religions; Combating anti-Semitism; Combating intolerance and discrimination
against Muslims with 60 statements.




And the third most popular was the working session 1 Fundamental freedoms I,
including: Address by the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media; Freedom
of expression, free media and information with 59 statements.

Side events

80 side events and
working  breakfasts
were organized on OSCE+CS+PS-1  NHRI-1
the margins of the OSCE +pS - 1 g
HDIM, meant to "
highlight and address
a wide range of
human dimension
topics. The side

events provided
opportunities for ‘

internationa .
governmentS, IOS organTzatTon-z e —e

and NGOs to present
best practices, to
brief on their
activities and for
more in-depth and
focused discussions
on various issues
related to democracy
and human rights, in
the OSCE area. Figure 2: Side events per organizer

Recommendations

Participating States as well as NGOs provided a wide range of recommendations on
human dimension issues that addressed the implementation of OSCE commitments in
participating States and relevant programmes for OSCE Institutions. These
recommendations were compiled thematically by ODIHR for each working session
and distributed to all participants. While the final compilation of written
recommendations is included in this report, this does not constitute an endorsement by
ODIHR.

Reports from the Working Sessions

Written summaries by rapporteurs of the Working Sessions were submitted and
distributed in advance of the Closing Plenary Session. Their reports were distributed
to all participants. This new practice, introduced in 2012, increased transparency, by
providing an opportunity for the delegations of participating States to familiarize
themselves with the rapporteurs’ summaries before the Closing Plenary Session,
which was dedicated to dialogue reviewing HDIM results and recommendations.

HDIM 2015: Social media & Livestreaming

This year, ODIHR has emphasized the outreach of the conference in an effort to bring
it to a wider audience. A social media campaign was started with hashtag
#HDIMZ2015 to create interest around the conference and let followers know that the
meeting was approaching, and could be watched live online. As part of this initiative,
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an infographic was also developed to summarize the agenda, which has been viewed
by 3,855 visitors. The conference was livestreamed in English and Russian.
Additionally, there was a “Twitter Wall” projected at the plenary hall, displaying
tweets, with the hashtag #HDIM2015. During the course of the conference, over
10,000 tweets were sent, reaching 15.7 million Twitter users.

Documents Distribution System

As in previous years, ODIHR used its electronic Documents Distribution System
(DDS). This tool allowed all documents and recommendations, to be immediately
displayed in electronic form on terminals available at the conference venue and
accessible through the OSCE website. With the possibility of sending documents via
e-mail directly from the terminals, the system facilitates additional input to and
feedback from the debate. It also significantly reduces costs of the meeting. This year
participants submitted more than 550 statements to the system. The list of documents
distributed during the HDIM is attached to this report.

TANDIS, Legislationline and Hate Crime Reporting website

During the meeting, participants also had the possibility to familiarize themselves
with other tools developed and offered by ODIHR — the Tolerance and Non-
Discrimination Information System (TANDIS), Legislationline and the Hate Crime
Reporting website.

e TANDIS http://tandis.odihr.pl/ is a tool allowing ODIHR to serve as a
collection point for information related to tolerance and non-discrimination as
tasked by the 2003 Ministerial Council.

e Legislationline http://www.legislationline.org/ is a free-of-charge online
legislative database assisting the participating States in bringing their
legislation into line with relevant international human-rights standards. Both
databases can be accessed through ODIHR’s website.

e ODIHR’s Hate Crime Reporting website contains data on hate incidents, and
responses to these incidents, going back to 2009. The website also enables
users to stay up to date on ODIHR’s efforts to counter hate crime. For more
information, hatecrime.osce.org.

LINK TO THE AGENDA

English: http://www.osce.org/odihr/170621?download=true

Russian: http://www.osce.org/ru/odihr/177891?download=true
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II. PARTICIPATION

Total number of participants -1387" including:

468 participants from 54 participating States from: Albania (2), Andorra (1),
Armenia (5), Austria (5), Azerbaijan (8), Belarus (5), Belgium (6), Bosnia and
Herzegovina (1), Bulgaria (5), Canada (3), Croatia (4), Cyprus (4), Czech Republic
(8), Denmark (6), Estonia (6), Finland (8), France (9), Georgia (8), Germany (13),
Greece (7), Holy See (4), Hungary (6), Iceland (2), Ireland (2), Italy (8), Kazakhstan
(4), Kyrgyzstan (5), Latvia (5), Liechtenstein (1), Lithuania (4), Luxembourg /
European Union (22), Malta (2), Moldova (5), Montenegro (1), Netherlands (14),
Norway (6), Poland (21), Portugal (3), Romania (15), Russian Federation (28), Serbia
(32), Slovakia (10), Slovenia (6), Spain (4), Sweden (13), Switzerland (12), Tajikistan
(5), the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (4), Turkey (7), Turkmenistan (3),
Ukraine (38), United Kingdom (8), United States of America (48), Uzbekistan (6).

11 representatives from 3 Partners for Co-operation:
e Israel (1)

e Morocco (2)
e Thailand (8)

21 representatives of 3 international organizations:
e Community of Democracies (7)

Council of Europe (8)

United Nations (1)

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (2)

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees; Branch Office in Warsaw

1)

e United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees; Liaison Office to OSCE
and Vienna-based UN Agencies (1)

e United Nations Human Right Committee (1)

29 participants from the 7 OSCE structures:
e OSCE Secretariat (7)
e Office of the Special Representative and Co-ordinator for Combating
Trafficking in Human Beings (3)
Office of the Representative on Freedom of the Media (6)
OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities (5)
Prague Office of the OSCE Secretariat (1)
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly (1)
OSCE Youth Ambassadors (6)
This number does not include ODIHR staff.

73 representatives of 15 OSCE Missions/Field Operations:
e OSCE Presence in Albania (1)

e OSCE Centre in Ashgabat (1)

! This number does not include more than 50 ODIHR staff that participated in the meeting from the
organizers side. Link to Final List of Participants: http://www.osce.org/odihr/190676
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OSCE Programme Office in Astana (4)
OSCE Centre in Bishkek (2)

OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina (3)
OSCE Mission in Kosovo (7)

e OSCE Mission to Moldova (7)

e OSCE Mission to Montenegro (4)

e OSCE Mission to Serbia (11)

e OSCE Mission to Skopje (3)

OSCE Office in Tajikistan (8)

OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine (13)
OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Uzbekistan (4)
OSCE Office in Yerevan (4)

OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine (1)

19 representatives of 10 national human rights institutions (NHRIs)? from:
Georgia, Moldova, Norway, Poland, the Russian Federation, Serbia, Slovakia and
Ukraine.

766 representatives of 514 civil society organizations from 43 countries:

Albania, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Moldova, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, Russian
Federation, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States
of America, Uzbekistan.

900

800 766

M participating

697
700 States
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III. RAPPORTEURS’ REPORTS

Pernament Council Decision 476 on the modalities for OSCE meetings on human
dimension issues states that rapporteurs will be appointed for each session. The
following is a compilation of the working sessions’ reports prepared by the
rapporteurs.

Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms |
Rapporteur: Ms. lvona Bagaric, Task Force, MFA, Republic of Serbia

No. of statements: 59
Delegations: 24

Civil Society: 23
OSCE Inst./Int'l Org: -
Rights of Reply: 12

Working session 1 focused on the current situation of media freedom across the
OSCE region, and on the main threats to freedom of expression and freedom of the
media, including the violence against journalists.

In his welcoming remarks, the Director of the RFoM Mr. F. Maroevi¢ said that there
were few improvements in the treatment of the media by the authorities of most
participating States. Many governments still continue to regard the media as a
dangerous instrument that needs to be controlled and sometimes even silenced,
instead of considering the media to be what it is: an essential and unique tool of
democracies that allows for every citizen to obtain and impart pluralistic information.

Ms. Dunja Mijatovi¢, the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, in her
address reminded on the events in Paris in the beginning of the year, when 12 people,
including eight journalists, were killed in the attack for cartoons that had been
regarded as disrespectful. She stressed that violence for having a different opinion
was unacceptable, and that governments must publicly refute such terrible crimes and
that perpetrators and masterminds must be swiftly brought to justice. She also
underlined that we do not have the right not to be offended. Ms. Mijatovi¢ then
proceeded by commenting on the situation of freedom of the media in different
participating States, stating that in some countries denial of media freedom problems
by the authorities is the way to deal with problems. She stressed that there cannot be
constructive dialogue if participating States are ignoring the problems. She underlined
that the threats on media freedom and freedom of expression existed in every
participating State, and that there was no participating State where media freedom
could not be strengthened and improved.

Turning to the position of female journalists, Ms. Mijatovi¢ said that they were
increasingly being singled out and attacked on the Internet, and some of them
experiencing severe sexual harassment and intimidation.

With regards to the proliferation of hostile propaganda, she noted that propaganda

was not new as a tool of war. She warned against the danger of propaganda having in
mind how threatening it could be for security and co-operation in Europe when it
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dominates the public arena. She noted that governments had the responsibility to stop
the propaganda, not to spread it.

She went on by asking how to move ahead to safeguard media freedom, stating that
no one can pretend that everything was fine as long as there are journalists imprisoned
and beaten in the participating States.

Other introducer in the session, Mr. Jacob Mchangama, executive director of Justitia
and co-director of the Freedom Rights Project in Denmark, spoke about threats to the
freedom of expression, in forms of terrorism and hate speech, noting that the global
press freedom had been at the lowest point so far, with journalist being killed and
imprisoned. He referred to Ms. Mijatovi¢’s remark that hate speech must be fought
with free speech, underlining that freedom of expression was not the problem, but part
of the solution.

The discussion that followed saw the interventions of 46 speakers including
delegations
of participating States as well as the representatives of civil society organizations.

Majority of delegations expressed their support for the work of the OSCE
Representative on the Freedom of the Media. A number of delegations expressed their
concern about the downward trend in freedom of expression, including the cases of
death threats, arrests and killings of journalists. It was emphasized that freedom of
expression was closely linked to the comprehensive security. Delegations underlined
the need for participating States to implement their OSCE commitments. Some
delegations called for additional attention for female journalists who are targets of
online threats and harassment. Some delegations expressed their concern about the
imprisoned journalists and civil society activists in several participating States.

Representative of the Holy See pointed out that freedom of expression was not
absolute, having its limits in insults, incitement to hate and other negative phenomena.

A number of delegations expressed their readiness to work towards the adoption of
the decision on freedom of the media at the upcoming Ministerial Council in
Belgrade. Swiss delegation called the participating States to engage with Serbia’s
Chairmanship in this regard. Delegation of Germany stated that they will, as the next
OSCE Chairmanship, pay special attention to the freedom of the media.

In her closing remarks, Ms. Dunja Mijatovi¢ said that it was the last time she spoke in
the HDIM in her capacity as OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, having
in mind that her mandate expires in 2016. She expressed her gratitude to the civil
society for their cooperation, stating that they remain the eyes and ears on the ground.
She advised participating States to be more realistic and to do more to help civil
society. Ms. Mijatovi¢ underlined that OSCE should protect the institution and the
mandate of the RfoM having in mind its importance for the OSCE region and the
society as a whole.
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Working Session 2: Challenges to the enjoyment of fundamental freedoms and
human rights in the age of new information and communication technologies,
including the respect for privacy

Rapporteur: Ms. Daliborka Jankovic, Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the OSCE

No. of statements: 25
Delegations: 9

Civil Society: 8

OSCE Inst./Int'l Org: 1
Partners for Cooperation: 1
Rights of Reply: 6

In working session 2 the topic of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the age
of new information and communication technologies was discussed, with a particular
focus on the right to privacy. The main questions raised were:

- How can restrictions on the use of ICTs and certain surveillance practices
negatively affect the exercise and enjoyment of various human rights?

- What good practices exist within the OSCE area to address contemporary
challenges to privacy involving the use of ICTs?

- What effective safeguards exist to ensure that state authorities and non-state
actors collect and retain data only on the basis of the law, for necessary and
sufficient reasons and in a transparent way?

- How can states ensure that legitimately collected data is sufficiently protected
and that data is always based on the principles of necessity and
proportionality?

In a video message Marietje Schaake, Member of the European Parliament serving
in the Committee for Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Human Rights,
focusing on the promotion and protection of human rights in relation to technological
developments, highlighted the importance of protecting human rights online. Her
primary tasks in the committee include streamlining digital rights in the policies of the
European Union. According to Ms. Schaake, the main issues of concern are the export
of new surveillance technologies from Europe to authoritarian countries as well as the
link between cybersecurity and encryption. She has been pushing the European
Commission to reform its export control policy in order to ensure that certain
surveillance technologies are not sold to authoritarian regimes. As a member of the
Global Commission on Internet Governance, Ms. Schaake also underlined that one of
the key aims of internet governance should be to strengthen the technology upon
which the Internet depends. She highlighted the need to assess the actions in a global
context and that in an interconnected and interdependent world no security solution
can exist in isolation.

Katitza Rodriguez, International Rights Director of the Electronic Frontier
Foundation (EFF), explained that nowadays, much more information is available to
the state because of modern individual behaviour. Surveillance is becoming much
easier and cheaper as individuals are leaving digital traces on different social media
platforms via their laptops, mobile phones, iPads or other devices. These digital
traces, or metadata, can be used to create an individual’s profile with information
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about political views, medical conditions, interests, associations, etc. Therefore, the
transmission of private information via third parties needs to be better regulated in
order to ensure the right to privacy, which involves necessary procedural and
substantive safeguards to be effectively respected. Any limitation to the right to
privacy must be prescribed by law and must be necessary and proportionate.
According to Ms. Rodriguez, legislation is moving very slowly to keep up with these
fast developments. In many countries there is simply no legal basis for the accession
of data by third parties. Using encryption to protect messages on the internet being
read by others is one possibility of ensuring the right to privacy. Nevertheless, a state
must be transparent about the use and scope of surveillance, authorized by a
competent judicial authority. Independent mechanisms must be in place to ensure
accountability. Ms. Rodriguez concluded by referring to a recently published OHCHR
report, stating that international law provides a framework for the promotion and
protection of the right to privacy, but that many states are lacking adequate national
legislation and/or enforcement, have weak procedural safeguards and ineffective
oversight.

Gert Vermeulen, Member of the Privacy Commission of Belgium, started his
presentation by asking what human rights and fundamental freedom are affected by
surveillance, namely the right to privacy and the right to data protection. The problem
is that not many states have established a right to data protection. There is an
important need to separate properly between criminal justice procedures (linked to the
judicial power and giving rise to procedural protection in criminal matters) and
administrative/state/military intelligence (all linked to executive power and not giving
rise to such protection). Not making this differentiation could lead to the erosion of
procedural rights in criminal matters (such as due process, fairness, privilege against
self-incrimination etc.) and of separation of powers as a core feature of democratic
systems.

In the following discussion there were 25 interventions in total; 9 from OSCE
participating States, 1 from a Partner for Co-operation, 8 from civil society and one
from the Council of Europe. Five delegations used the right to reply.

A majority of delegations expressed their commitment to the protection of human
rights online and offline, to the freedom of expression and the right to privacy,
underlining the importance of ensuring respect for international human rights
standards, principles of rule of law, effective oversight and transparency with regard
to surveillance. One delegation highlighted the difference between online and offline
journalism, requiring different national legislation and strengthening of national
sovereignty.

A number of delegations underlined the need for unrestricted access to online services
and online information. Freedom of expression and freedom of opinion include not
only the right to access information but also to provide information and express
views. Several state and non-state interventions pointed to the worrying trend of
limitations and restrictions to internet access imposed in a number of OSCE
participating States as well as to the increasing use of the internet for spreading
propaganda. Information material available on the internet can pose a threat to inter-
ethnic and religious tolerance and co-existence.

17



The importance of engaging civil society and private companies in the discussion on
right to privacy in the digital age in order to strengthen multi-stakeholder participation
in internet governance was also highlighted in several interventions by participating
States and representatives of non-governmental organizations.

While the majority of interventions underlined the positive developments and
advantages that the internet and new information technologies have brought about
with regard to human rights, economic growth, and access to information, several
interventions pointed to the potential dangers and risks, especially regarding the
spread of violence, hate speech and extremism. We are facing major challenges today
regarding internet governance considering that the internet and social media platforms
are often misused by individuals or groups to spread hate speech and extremist
ideologies or for the recruitment of foreign terrorist fighters.

In conclusion one can say that there is an ongoing and important debate about a
state’s duty to protect its citizens on the one hand and the right to privacy on the other.
At the same time, internet governance and effective policies and effective legislation
need to be in place in order to prevent the spread of violence, hate speech and
extremist ideas via the internet while respecting the right to privacy. Compared to
other international organizations, such as the Council of Europe and the United
Nations, the OSCE needs to further enhance its commitments in the area of human
rights and new information technologies.

Following recommendations were made during the session:

— Protecting the right to privacy should be an endeavour undertaken by
ODIHR with other institutions and experts including the UN Special
Rapporteur on “The right to privacy ”.

— OSCE should be involved in the process to ensure social networks are not
used for promotion of extremist propaganda.

Working Session 3: Challenges to the enjoyment of fundamental freedoms and
human rights in the age of new information and communication technologies,
including the respect for privacy (continued)

Rapporteur: Ms. Anne Helene (Lene) Marsoe, Permanent Delegation of Norway to
the OSCE

No. of statements: 18
Delegations: 4

Civil Society: 5
OSCE Inst./Int’'l Org:
Rights of Reply: 9

Ms. Katie Morris, Head of the Europe and Central Asia Region, ARTICLE 19 started
off with highlighting the link to the side event on Protection of Sources that had taken
place earlier the same morning (breakfast event). She stressed that with regard to
surveillance there is a need to strengthen international standards clearly recognizing
the right to online anonymity, as an essential part of the right to free expression and
the protection of other fundamental freedoms.
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She went on to explain the importance of online anonymity in the OSCE region and
some of the threats that human rights defenders currently face online. The role of the
Internet was stressed and that the internet often is the last resort for dissidents in view
of the shrinking space for civil society across the OSCE region.

Ms. Morrison stated that increasingly the heart of the problem is surveillance, which
is progressively used across the OSCE region, by not only authoritarian states, but as
well emerging democracies and established democracies. Especially, established
democracies, as the UK, the US, France and others, are the most developed practices
of sweeping surveillance, which undermines the right to privacy and the right to free
expression — particularly with regard to the protect of journalists’ sources. Reference
was also made to Prime Minister David Cameron’s recent ‘shocking’ statement that
‘secrecy online should not be tolerated’.

She stressed that those with different political views and human rights defenders
among others need to be able to anonymize their online activities. Negative practices
as arrests of journalists and human rights defenders for the use of encryption systems,
and adoption of legislation requiring registration of bloggers with a large number of
readers in two participating States were mentioned as examples. She continued to
explain that often when states undertake surveillance of what dissidents and human
rights defenders are saying online, law enforcement agencies do not focus on the
revealed corruption or abuse of authority but rather try to identify and often harass or
punish the sources of the information as they are deemed a threat to the state.

Ms. Morris drew participants’ attention to the focus of the recent report by the UN
Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Opinion and Expression on encryption, anonymity
and the rights to freedom of opinion and expression and privacy, as well as his
upcoming report with focus on Protection of Sources and Whistleblowers. In his
recent report SR Kaye states that encryption and anonymity are vital elements of
freedom of opinion and expression and must be protected and promoted. Ms. Morris
stated the following: draft laws and policies restricting the encryption or anonymity
should be subject to public comment and only be adopted following a regular
legislative process; blanket bans on individual use of encryption is disproportionate;
strong judicial and procedural safeguards, check and balances should be applied to
guarantee due process. If people don’t trust the Internet they will not use it.

She emphasized that governments should use the Special Rapporteur’s report to
determine whether their laws are in line with international standards. She also noted
the role of leading international technology companies such as Apple and Google in
making sure that encryption is more accessible. Further, the role of civil society was
highlighted with regard to the use and promotion of encryption. The need to
mainstream anonymity and encryption in the society was stressed repeatedly. She
concluded by saying that using encryption should not be understood as having
something to hide. Encryption is a tool to ensure privacy.

Ms. Valentina Pellizzer, President of OneWorld Platform, the second introducer,
stressed that encryption and the respect of privacy should be provided by default. She
added that anonymity must not be breached unless there is a real risk or very specific
evidence of illegal actions. Not the other way around. States cannot change the pact.
The citizens, the taxpayers, are not minors. Encryption should be seen as the key to
your house, your privacy, and your private room.
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She also highlighted the need to take into account the gender aspect in the discussion
of anonymity, encryption and privacy. Referred to state security and violence against
women through technology as being the key issues in the context of anonymity and
privacy. Mentioned the wiretapping scandal in some participating States. Stressed that
elected governments have the obligation to make sure that laws are followed and
everyone is respected and protected, including the minority. While protecting, one
should not forget respecting. It must be the same protection and respect on line as off
line. Preventive efforts should not be accepted as a justification to intrude anyone’s
privacy.

In the subsequent discussion, speakers voiced that the digital age has revolutionized
the way ideas are expressed, shared and explored, and that the Internet has
fundamentally changed art, commerce and journalism. Several stressed that freedom
of opinion and expression, association and privacy online must be protected equally
as freedom of expression offline.

Some speakers also highlighted the need for clear rules regulating online behavior of
the government and the general public as many states lack a balanced policy in this
regard.

One participating State expressed that is has been at the forefront of the Internet
revolution and continues to champion and benefit from this revolution today, ensuring
all people can have access to the Internet. Highlighted the role of the Internet as a
vital component of how it tackles serious crime and ensures citizens’ security. Any
choice between privacy and security is a false choice, and the State claimed it has one
of the strongest systems of checks and balances and democratic accountability for
intelligence anywhere in the world, adding that a legal framework is in place to ensure
activities are authorized, proportionate and necessary.

Another State stated that with the ease of communication nowadays also come the
possibilities of abuse. The State called on those OSCE countries that have not yet
done so to join the Declaration on Fundamental Freedoms in the Digital Age. Stated
that online threats and intimidation in some OSCE states have become too common.
The State also referred to lists of banned sites in another OSCE participating State and
that in yet another State online media outlets were being held responsible for some
comments made by members of the public. It also referred to blocking of access to
social media and websites in another participating State and a crackdown on
opposition online media. Stated that new technology has strengthened the capacity to
actively contribute to democracy, prosperity and security. Defamation should not be
criminalized. Lastly the State urged all participating states to respect the exercise of
human rights and fundamental freedoms, including with regards to new technology,
such as the Internet and social media.

Another state stressed that it continues to improve and amend its relevant legislation,
including a list of banned websites which includes websites for child pornography,
production and sale of drugs, calls to commit suicide, and information on minors who
became victims of crimes. On the other hand, it claimed that another participating
State increasingly exerts pressure on private companies to provide access to personal
information about their users. The State referred to legislation in yet another state that
allows access to the personal information of persons suspected of terrorist activities
and applies to territories outside its borders. The State called on all OSCE
participating States to develop common approaches to regulate the Internet with the
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key role in this process played by specialized agencies, including the ITU. It also
called on other countries to avoid using legislation for countering terrorism as a tool
for putting pressure on civil society.

One State criticized Article 19 for being targeted by the organization while
overlooking the situation in over 50 other participating States and providing incorrect
information. The boycott campaign of a major European sport event was referred to.

Attention was drawn by some CSOs to mass global surveillance and wiretapping by
one participating State, and that this State poses a direct threat to the right to privacy
in Europe.

One CSO highlighted that in one participating State the Internet is the only space for
freedom of expression as the government controls all television companies in this
State. It also drew attention to possible online surveillance and blocking of content by
the government, and that many journalists and human rights defenders were either
imprisoned or had to leave, while those who stayed are subjected to pressure, which
includes blocking of bank accounts and otherwise hindering their activities. The CSO
called on this participating State to comply with the European human rights standards
and ensure freedom for NGOs and media organizations.

An NHRI, stated that in its country online media have become a tool for ‘information
war’. Cases were mentioned of online disclosure of personal information of the law
enforcement personnel engaged during protests and that citizens were labeled as
separatists. Further, that murders of a member of parliament and a journalist had taken
place shortly after their personal information was published online. The NHRI gave a
picture of a worsened human rights situation in its country, and called on the OSCE to
take into account these facts when preparing summary documents.

A CSO stated that protection of personal life is an important factor in the new digital
era. Referred to the use of communication technology to destabilize society in some
countries. Mentioned one country outside OSCE area as an example of how the
Internet was used to inspire youth to confront the existing government, which was
used by other political powers. Stated that abuse of new communication technology
for political purposes poses a serious threat to the international community.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States:

- with regard to surveillance there is a need to strengthen international standards
clearly recognizing the right to online anonymity, as an essential part of the
right to free expression and the protection of other fundamental freedoms;

- those with different political views and human rights defenders among others
need to be able to anonymize their online activities;

- encryption and anonymity are vital elements of freedom of opinion and
expression and must be protected and promoted;

- freedom of opinion and expression, association and privacy online must be
protected equally as freedom of expression offline;
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- draft laws and policies restricting the encryption or anonymity should be
subject to public comment and only be adopted following a regular legislative
process;

- blanket bans on individual use of encryption is disproportionate; strong
judicial and procedural safeguards, check and balances should be applied to
guarantee due process;

- governments should use the Special Rapporteur David Kaye’s report to
determine whether their laws are in line with international standards;

- OSCE nparticipating states that have not yet done so should join the UN
Declaration on Fundamental Freedoms in the Digital Age;

- OSCE participating States should develop common approaches to regulating
the Internet with the key role in the is process played by specialized agencies,
including the ITU;

- Participating States should avoid using legislation for countering terrorism as a
tool for putting pressure on civil society;

- need for clear rules regulating online behavior of the government and the
general public as many states lack a balanced policy in this regard; and

- in the age of new information and communication technologies, and with
respect for privacy, participating State must comply with the European human
rights standards and ensure freedom for NGOs and media organizations.

Recommendations to OSCE institutions, executive structures and field
operations

- with regard to surveillance there is a need to strengthen international standards
clearly recognizing the right to online anonymity, as an essential part;

- need for clear rules regulating online behavior of the government and the
general public as many states lack a balanced policy in this regard; and

- encryption and anonymity are vital elements of freedom of opinion and
expression and must be protected and promoted.

Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms I (continued)

Rapporteur: Ms. Silvia Maria Lucia Santangelo, Permanent Mission of Italy to the
OSCE

No. of statements: 56
Delegations: 13

Civil Society: 29
NHRIs: 2

OSCE Inst./Int'l Org:
Rights of Reply: 12

Working session 4 examined the implementation of the OSCE commitments in the
area of freedom of peaceful assembly and association, and the role of national human
rights institutions and human rights education.
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Introducing the issue, Dr. Anja Bienert (Amnesty International, member of Expert
panel on freedom of peaceful assembly of ODIHR) emphasized how Human Rights
Defenders need to use the right to freedom of peaceful assembly to make their voices
heard. She highlighted the very challenging situations Human Rights Defenders face
where police is used as a tool of the State to quell opposition. Explaining the different
reasons that lead a peaceful assembly to end up in violence, she focused on preventive
mechanisms and described some best practices to avoid escalation and ensure that an
assembly can stay peaceful. In this regard she underlined the need to train police
forces to deal with public order in a way that guarantees full respect of individual
fundamental rights. Some relevant examples of best practices aimed at facilitate and
encourage dialogue among police forces and assembly’s organizers were mentioned.

Mr. Michel Forst (UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders)
reiterated that the definition of a Human Right Defender includes everyone who
individually or in a group engages in the protection of human rights at domestic or
international level. Making reference to the annual report issued by the Special
Rapporteur to the UN General Assembly, he described the challenges Human Right
Defenders face in the OSCE area, denouncing the shrinking space for civil society
actors. Stigmatization by State media, surveillance of communications by Authorities,
excessively restrictive legislative and administrative measures to register
organizations, unjustified inspections and audits were mentioned as examples of
concern. Mr. Forst also underlined some cases of Human Rights Defenders under
detention due to unfounded accusations. He stated that some Human Rights Defenders
have found refuge in some Participating States where they risk deportation in
violation of the principle of non-refoulement. He also expressed concern about the
excessive restrictions to freedom of association justified by counter terrorism policies.
Recalling that the primary responsibility to protect human rights defenders is up to the
Governments, he added that this include the duty to protect against threats by third
parties. He called for the implementation of the OSCE guidelines on Human Rights
Defenders and invited to establish National Human Rights Institutions in accordance
with Paris Principles. Finally, he recommended establishing regional and national
protection platforms to document cases of violence, provide support, elaborate
protection’s strategy for those Human Rights Defenders under threat.

A wide number of participants highlighted the essential role that civil society plays to
maintain and develop a healthy democratic society. However, an important number of
bad practices and controversial cases restricting freedom of peaceful association and
assembly was raised. Few Participating States were repeatedly mentioned and referred
to during the session as being of particular concern.

The fair balance between the need to ensure public order, on one side, and the need to
protect the right to assembly and association, on the other side, was addressed by
several speakers. Concern was raised on the excessive use of force by police
authorities in some participating States. In this regard, recommendations to take
advantage from OSCE guidelines and expertise were formulated. Many participants
spoke out against a trend in promulgation of laws aimed at restricting foreign sourced
finances and at labeling associations as “foreign agent”. The need to ensure
transparency in funding of civil society organizations was underlined. However, some
speakers indicated that measures taken did not appear to be proportionate, resulting in
shrinking spaces for civil society. Gross cases of violation of freedom of associations
in few participating States were mentioned, including cases of detention of human
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rights activist and political prisoners. Some participants called the attention on the

violations of freedom of assembly and association in occupied territories.

Several Participants presented progresses achieved through National Human Rights
Institutions and programs adopted at national level to promote human rights
education. Some speakers praised the assistance given by OSCE, its institutions and

Field Missions.

Recommendations to participating States:

To acknowledge that governments have the primary responsibility to protect
Human Rights Defenders also against threats by third parties;

To take advantage of OSCE tools and assistance, including the OSCE
Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders and the ODIHR/Venice Commission
Guidelines on Freedom of Assembly;

To invite OSCE institutions to monitor assemblies;

To establish National Human Rights Institutions in accordance with the Paris
Principles;

To establish regional and national protection platforms for Human Rights
Defenders;

To release political prisoners and Human Right Defenders;

To adopt laws and policies that guarantee full respect of freedom of assembly
and association, and to ensure that any restriction to freedom of assembly and
association is prescribed by law, proportional and necessary to pursue a
legitimate aim;

To avoid excessive use of force against persons exercising their right to
freedom of assembly;

To allow civil society to maintain contacts and cooperate with organizations
from within and outside the country where they are based, and to ensure that
civil society associations are permitted to receive financial support.

Recommendations to the OSCE, its Institutions and Field Operations:

To monitor and report on violations of the freedom of peaceful assembly and
association;

To engage with civil society associations across the OSCE region;
To provide assistance to participating States, upon request, for training on
human rights and for implementing OSCE commitment;

To work with other relevant international organization on the issue of freedom
of association and assembly.

Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination I
Rapporteur: Ms. Tor-de Tarlé, Permanent Delegation of France to the OSCE

No. of statements: 36
Delegations: 21
Civil Society: 9
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OSCE Inst./Int'l Org: 1
Rights of Reply: 5

Working session 5 focused on the address by the OSCE Special Representative/Senior
adviser on Gender issues, equality of opportunity for women and men in all spheres of
life, including through implementation of the OSCE Action Plan for the Promotion of
Gender Equality, prevention of violence against women and children.

First deputy director of ODIHR, Ms Beatriz Balbin recalled in her introductory
remarks the twentieth anniversary of the Beijing Platform of Action and the eleventh
anniversary of the adoption of the 2004 OSCE Action Plan for the Promotion of
Gender Equality. This was an opportunity to assess the progress and the gaps in
gender equality and women’s rights. The fifteenth anniversary of UN Security
Council Resolution 1325 (hereinafter UNSCR 1325) was also particularly relevant in
the OSCE context: in post-conflict situations and in the current crisis there was a real
need to involve women in all parts of the decision-making process. Ms Balbin also
highlighted the need to involve men in promoting gender equality.

The introducer, Ambassador Melanne Verveer, Special Representative of the Chair-
in- Office on Gender Issues, underlined that gender equality cuts across all three
dimensions and is essential to achieve economic prosperity as well as stability and
security. The 2004 OSCE Action Plan for the Promotion of Gender Equality
continues to guide the action of the participating States but the gender equality agenda
remains unfinished. In particular, violence against women is still overspread and
women are discriminated in the political arena. Investment in human rights of women
is both an obligation and a strategic goal for the participating States. Ambassador
Verveer highlighted that when women make progress, the society as a whole makes
progress. Ambassador recalled the key role played by ODIHR in assisting
participating States to enhance women’s participation in the democratic process,
public and political life in particular. She noted the particular relevance of the
implementation of UNSCR 1325 in the context of the current crisis in the OSCE
region: women and children are particular vulnerable in times of conflict, there is a
need to help for the documentation of acts of violence perpetrated against them in
order to bring the perpetrators to justice. She also called for ratification and
implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating
Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention).

Ambassador Miroslava Beham, Senior Adviser on Gender Issues of the OSCE,
underlined the importance of collecting more and more qualitative and quantitative
data on gender equality and gender based discrimination. She referred in this regard to
the recent EU wide survey on violence against women published by the EU
Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA). . She indicated that as a follow-up to MC
Decision No. 7/14 on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women ,taken in
Basel in December 2014, the OSCE gender section will apply the methodology of the
FRA in order to collect more data on violence against women in the OSCE area
among non EU countries. This should allow to better target the projects and assist
participating States in implementing the MC Decision 7/14. Ambassador Beham
urged participating States to adopt an addendum to the 2004 OSCE Action Plan for
the Promotion of Gender Equality in order to make progress in implementation of
gender equality commitments and gender mainstreaming both within the OSCE
structure and among the participating States. She also encouraged the participating
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States to endorse the establishment of an OSCE wide network of national gender focal
points and civil society to continue to raise awareness on gender equality.

In the discussion, all speakers regarded the protection and promotion of human rights
of women and girls and gender equality as a prerequisite for democracy, stability and
sustainable development. Access to quality education was widely considered to be of
key importance in empowering women and girls.

Many delegations welcomed the proposal by the Serbian Chair-in-Office to continue
the work on the adoption of the addendum to the 2004 OSCE Action Plan for the
Promotion of Gender Equality during the Belgrade Ministerial Council. Many
participating States presented their national legislations and the measures taken to
combat domestic violence and violence against women and as well as to promote
gender equality in all spheres of life, including in the political and economic fields.

Several participating States underlined the importance to combat early forced
marriage and sexual violence in conflicts. Other delegations and several NGOs
expressed their concerns about the absence of laws pertaining to domestic violence in
some participating States. A few participating States emphasized the importance to
take into account the specific role of women in family and the need to promote a
better work-life balance. One participating State urged the participating States to
enhance the OSCE commitments on protection of children’s rights, in particular in the
case of adoptions of children. Another one underlined the importance of promoting
universal access to women’s rights, including sexual and reproductive rights, based on
the Beijing Platform of Action. Several participating States called for increased efforts
to tackle multiple discriminations against women of vulnerable groups, such as Roma
and Sinti, migrant women and women with disabilities. One NGO highlighted the
specific vulnerability of women and children in detention, while another one focused
on the needs of internally displaced persons, including women in times of conflict.
Other NGOs underscored the importance of training security and police forces in
fighting against violence against women, referring to the importance of a full
implementation of UNSCR 1325.

One regional organization presented its policy and activities on gender equality and
the tasks of the network of national gender focal points which are nominated in each
of its member states.

A group of participating States recalled the importance for the men to take part in the
gender equality efforts, referring to the initiatives such as “MenEngage network™ and
the “He for She” campaign, as well as the need to fight against stereotypes.

As a conclusion, the CiO welcomed the willingness of the participating States to
advance towards the adoption of the addendum to the 2004 OSCE Action Plan for the
Promotion of Gender Equality. The OSCE Chair representative also noted the
importance to tackle the topic of preventing sexual violence in conflict. As regards to
the children’s rights, the CiO referred to the current work on an OSCE wide action
plan for youth.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States:
- To promote universal access to human rights of women;
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- To adopt an addendum to the OSCE 2004 Action Plan for the Promotion of
Gender Equality;

- To enhance efforts to eliminate violence against women throughout the OSCE
area;

- To adopt an OSCE-wide Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security, based
on UNSCR1325;

- To increase representation of women in political and public life;

- To take meaningful steps to recognize and address the barriers that women and
girls continue to face and ongoing inequality between women and men;

- To introduce measures that will result in increased representation of women in
political and public life and, as relevant, seek support from ODIHR and other
OSCE structures in this regard;

- To enhance efforts to eradicate violence against women, including by ratifying
the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence
against Women and Domestic Violence;

- Toinclude internet based violence against women in domestic laws.

Recommendations to OSCE institutions, executive structures and field
operations

- To ensure that the rights of women and girls are promoted, protected and fully
and effectively integrated into the work of OSCE structures;

- To support the development of the ODIHR’s upcoming Compendium of Good
Practices for Advancing Women'’s Political Participation in the OSCE Region;

- To enhance gender sensitive monitoring capacity of the SMMU in the
occupied areas;

- To ensure strong and sustainable institutionalization of gender issues in the
OSCE, including by facilitating a network of national gender focal points
among the participating States, convening regular/ bi-annual Gender Equality
Review Conferences as well as taking all necessary measures to ensure that a
gender perspective is integrated and mainstreamed in the policy and
operational work of the OSCE;

- To improve by concrete measures the implementation of the 2004 OSCE
Action Plan for the Promotion of Gender Equality and report on the progress
made;

- To continue providing assistance to the participating States in matters relating
to gender equality.

Working Session 6: Independence of the judicial system, with a particular focus
on accountavility and integrity of judges and prosecutors

Rapporteur: Ms. Yvette Szepesi, Permanent Representation of the Netherlands to the
OSCE

No. of statements: 31
Delegations: 6

Civil Society: 17

OSCE Inst./Int'l Org: 1
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Rights of Reply: 7

Working session 6 examined the implementation of commitments in the field of
independence of the judicial system, particularly concerning accountability and
integrity of judges and prosecutors.

The session was introduced by two speakers. The first speaker, Judge Nina Betetto
of the Supreme Court of Slovenia, emphasized that the judiciary must be
independent in the interest of the rule of law. She explained that the principle of the
separation of powers is important in this regard, but one must be aware that a
complete separation is impossible to achieve and some degree of interdependence will
always exist. Judge Betetto added that the authority of judges is exercised on behalf of
the society as a whole. The key question is how this authority can be legitimized. In
the first place, the legitimization of all powers must be provided by the constitutional
framework. Further, the authority appointing the judges plays an important role; this
can be the Parliament, the executive or High Council of Judges and Prosecutors. The
latter is usually more independent, whilst the Parliament and the executive enjoy more
democratic legitimacy, but then again, the risk of their interference in the work of the
judiciary is also higher.

Judge Betetto outlined that besides this initial legitimacy, the judiciary must also
acquire legitimacy by respecting high standards of work. She added that the
accountability of the judiciary is necessary to ensure the trust of the public. Thus, the
judiciary must be held accountable for the cases brought before the courts by making
them open for scrutiny and review. Transparency is also contributing to the
accountability of judges; hearings must be open and decisions must be reasoned.
Furthermore, evaluations play an important role in the selection of the best candidates
and in the promotion of judges. She concluded by stressing the importance of
disciplinary procedures and criminal law, that should be applied when necessary.

The second introducer, Mr. Ruben Melikyan, Rector at the Armenian Academy of
Justice, highlighted that when discussing the independence of the judiciary in the
OSCE region, it is important to take the situation in the participating States into
account. At present, the position of the judiciary in the participating States is more
similar than ever, also due to the implementation of the Kyiv Recommendations on
Judicial Independence, issued by ODIHR in 2010. However, a complete unification is
not feasible. Specificities of each state, such as land, technical complexities of the
legal system, quality of legal aid and quality of law, can influence the perception of
the judiciary by the public. The issue of accountability of judges is strongly related to
the issue of judicial independence. Sometimes those two principles are seen as
opposites but they can be mutually reinforcing.

Election of judges by Parliament is one form of accountability. The appointment of
judges can also be exercised by a High Judicial Council. Mr. Melikyan stressed that
immunity of judges is also important in relation to accountability. However, it is
important that the scope of the immunity is related to the functions of the judge, as
advised by the Venice Commission and other relevant international bodies. The
judiciary must not be seen as operating above the law. Mr. Melikyan continued by
stating that there are enough mechanisms to oppose the undue interference in the
work of the judiciary. New tools are not necessary, existing tools should be used. Mr
Melikyan concluded by stating that public trust is crucial for accountability.
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Education is directly related to trust as judges must understand the importance of their
role in society and should not be guided by any other motives, such as privileged
status.

In the subsequent discussion 31 interventions were made, including six made by
delegations, 17 by civil society and one by an international organization. Seven
delegations used their right of reply.

Many speakers stressed the importance of an independent judiciary for democracy,
human rights and the rule of law. It was emphasized that the separation of powers is
crucial for the rule of law and that this includes the right to a fair trial as well as
independent investigations and the presumption of innocence.

Some participating States outlined recent developments in their countries that would
improve the rule of law, for instance new legislation, judicial reforms, training of
security forces, preventing political interference in selection of judges and improved
training of judges.

During the discussion, numerous violations of OSCE commitments in the field of
judicial independence were mentioned by several participating states and NGO’s,
mostly directed to individual participating States. The allegations included pressure
on the judiciary by the executive in OSCE participating States. Examples varied from
citizens on trial because of their political or religious convictions, application of false
evidence during trials, political intervention in court cases, lack of oversight over the
judiciary, lack of

medical care for the accused, impunity, corruption of members of the judiciary and
suppression of human rights defenders and opposition.

Full support for the work of ODIHR, including its Kyiv Recommendations on Judicial
Independence in Eastern Europe, South Caucasus and Central Asia, was expressed by
several participating States. The work of ODIHR and the Venice Commission in
commenting on legislation in the area of judicial and prosecutorial independence and
integrity was mentioned as very valuable. Furthermore the remote course on hate
crime, developed by ODIHR and the Council of Europe, was mentioned as a positive
new development.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States:

Ensure that the criteria of selection of judges and prosecutors are based on

objective qualifications and professional capabilities;

- Remove the possibility of dismissal as an outcome from any evaluation of
judges;

- Introduce and strengthen the principle of proportionality in disciplinary
measures against judges and ensure that decisions about the disciplinary
measures against judges are taken by an independent body;

- Ensure that dismissal of a judge is only possible as a consequence of a
disciplinary procedure which is in conformity with international standards that
safeguard the independence of the judiciary;

- Recall the UN Basic Principles on the Independence of the Judiciary,

according to which judges should have guaranteed tenure until a mandatory
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retirement age or the expiry of their term of office (Principle 12) and should be
subject to suspension or removal only following fair procedures (Principle 17
and 19) and only for reasons of incapacity or behaviour that renders them unfit
to discharge their duties (Principle 18);

- Establish mechanisms to freeze the assets of persons who commit gross
violations of human rights with impunity and prohibit their entry into the
country, similar to US Magnitsky legislation;

- Implement norms and obligations as formulated by the UN Committee against
Torture (CAT);

- Apply the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights by halting
illegal actions by police officers regarding the media and human rights
activists and take action to stop — and investigate — torture;

- Take constant measures for safeguarding independence of judiciary;

- Limit the decisive power of the executive in the selection of judges and ensure
the independence of judiciary through relevant legal regulations and practice
in line with international standards and recommendations, including
recommendations of the Universal Periodic Reviews.

Recommendations to OSCE institutions, executive structures and field
operations

- OSCE participating States who are considering institutional and legal reforms
should seek the expert advice and technical assistance of ODIHR;

- ODIHR could focus more on the human rights situation in detention facilities

Working Session 7: Independence of the judicial system, with a particular focus
on accountavility and integrity of judges and prosecutors (continued)

Rapporteur: Ms. Camila Saugstrup, Permanent Mission of Denmark to the OSCE

No. of statements: 17
Delegations: 3

Civil Society: 8

OSCE Inst./Int'l Org: -
Rights of Reply: 6

The introducer, International Criminal Law expert Mr. James Hamilton, underlined
the diversity that exists between prosecution systems within the OSCE area. He
highlighted as a key principle the importance of ensuring the accountability and
independence of the prosecution. A range of legitimate modalities exist for the set-up:
the prosecution service can either be part of the judiciary or under the executive,
while in former Soviet countries, the prosecution is perceived as a fourth power aside
from the executive, the legislative and the judicial branches. Mr. Hamilton listed a
number of other aspects that may influence the functioning of the prosecution
services, including i) having an inquisitorial or adversarial system, ii) the application
of the legality principle or the opportunity principle, the latter of which grants
discretionary powers to the prosecution and therefore requires safeguards to limit the
risk of corruption, iii) the existence of a jury system or a single judge system, iv) the
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scope of powers of the prosecutor. Mr Hamilton noted that while internal
independence of the prosecutor is guaranteed in some systems, internal hierarchy in
other systems may limit the independence of lower level prosecutors. In some
countries, the executive has a strong influence on decisions of appointment,
promotion, demotion and dismissal of prosecutors, which severely limits
independence.

Mr. Hamilton set out a number of mechanisms and safeguards to avoid executive
interference with the prosecution and to ensure the independence of the prosecution
service, such as i) clear rules to ensure instructions from the executive should only be
of a general nature and policy-oriented, ii) requiring that any instruction be given
exclusively in writing or be made public to ensure transparency, iii) clear limitations
as to the circumstances in which an instruction may be given, iv) mechanisms of
reporting to independent commissioners, institutions or parliament, v) judicial control
over the prosecution with the possibility of overriding a prosecutorial decision, vi) the
requirement to give reasons to victims in cases of a decision not to prosecute, vii) a
system of disciplinary liability by an independent body such as a judicial council or
independent prosecutorial body, viii) the setting up of an inspectorate, either as an
independent entity or internally within the prosecution to provide oversight of the
activities of the prosecution service.

Mr. Hamilton further underlined the importance of avoiding political interference
where the executive has the power to appoint. This can be done by providing a
professional evaluation of a candidate and ensuring that decisions regarding career
advancement, demotion and dismissal should be made by an independent body.
Several measures could be taken to ensure the integrity of the prosecution service: i)
setting up an integrity office within the prosecution service, ii) ensuring a culture of
integrity exists by adopting codes of conduct, developing clear guidelines for
prosecution activities and providing adequate training and mentoring, iii) providing a
clear definition of what behavior constitutes a breach, iv) fighting against low self-
esteem, v) adopting measures to combat the politicization of the office.

On the issue of widespread corruption which jeopardizes the independence of the
prosecution service, Mr. Hamilton pointed out the major challenge is to ensure the
independence of distinct anti-corruption bodies separate from the prosecution itself.
The political will to fight corruption and to ensure the independence of the
prosecution service was underlined as crucial in order to bring about changes in
practice.

In the ensuing discussion, 17 interventions were made: three by delegations and eight
by civil society. In addition, six participating States used their right of reply.

A number of NGOs focused on the risks involved where the prosecution service is
subject to political influence, such as when instructions are given in individual cases
to start, continue or discontinue a prosecution. It was underlined that even when
safeguards are in place, they do not necessarily constitute an efficient mechanism
against abuse. It was recommended that OSCE participating States take appropriate
measures to secure the public prosecution service’s effective independence from the
executive. It was noted that there is a need for openness and transparency in selection
procedures as well as for an increase in wages. It was also important to enable
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prosecutors to become open to the public and liaise with human rights defenders and
civil society.

Ukraine informed about the ongoing reforms in the country, including the recent
adoption of the Ukraine Judiciary Development Strategy to ensure greater
independence and impartiality of judges, as well as the Law on Public Prosecutors’
Office which restricts the scope of the prosecution’s powers. The latter law also
introduces a system of competitive selection processes in order to become prosecutor.

One NGO noted an absence of independence of the judiciary in Uzbekistan, where
prosecutors were nominated by presidential decree and were obliged to follow the
executive’s instructions. It was stated that courts use evidence obtained through
torture, that defendants often have no access to a lawyer and are held in isolation
pending the trial, and that the state has a repressive policy against human rights
defenders. The latter point was also raised in relation to Azerbaijan, where it was
noted that a wave of prosecutions of journalists and human rights defenders is taking
place, with harsh court sentences being rendered without complying with international
standards and lacking impartiality and independence of the court. Participating States
were called on to monitor these trials and to organize high-level discussions to
address the situation of human rights defenders in Azerbaijan.

A number of speakers raised the murder of Boris Nemtsov in the Russian Federation
and informed that a petition had been signed by more than 8000 persons requesting a
proper investigation into his murder. The need to resort to international mechanisms
under the OSCE, the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly and the Council of Europe to
request an international investigation was highlighted.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States:

- Take appropriate measures to secure effective independence of the public
prosecution services from the executive and ensure that no individual
instructions can be given by the executive in individual cases;

- Make selection procedures open and transparent, ensuring adequate training
and mentoring possibilities and creating opportunities for practical experience
prior to becoming a prosecutor;

- In order to limit the risk of corruption, consider increasing wages and
developing codes of conduct for the prosecution service;

- Make prosecution services open to the public and encourage them to liaise
with human rights defenders and civil society;

- Consider imposing individual sanctions on those individuals including
government officials, prosecutors, and judges who violate international fair
trial standards;

- Organize high-level discussions to address the human rights defenders’
situation in Azerbaijan;

- Use international mechanisms under the OSCE, OSCE Parliamentary
Assembly and the Council of Europe to carry out an international investigation
of Boris Nemtsov’s death;
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Recommendations to OSCE institutions, executive structures and field
operations

- Monitor trials of human rights defenders and journalists and swiftly publish
trial monitoring reports.

Working Session 8: Rule of law
Rapporteur: Mr. Umut Topcuoglu, Permanent Mission of Turkey to the OSCE

No. of statements: 49
Delegations: 13

Civil Society: 26
OSCE Inst.: 1

Int'l Org: 1

Rights of Reply: 8

Working Session 8 on the rule of law addressed the issues of prevention of torture, the
abolition of capital punishment as well as the protection of human rights and fighting
terrorism.

The Deputy Head of ODIHR’s Human Rights Department, Mr. Omer Fisher, outlined
various challenges the session could address for each of the three main topics. On the
issue of torture prevention, he highlighted the importance of discussing the main
reasons for the persistence of torture in the OSCE region and underlined the necessity
of ensuring accountability through effective monitoring mechanisms. Concerning the
death penalty, he pointed to possible practical steps toward its abolition, the
imposition of alternative forms of punishment, and measures to ensure fair trial
standards in capital punishment cases. In connection with protecting human rights
while countering terrorism, he encouraged discussion of the various steps being taken
by participating States to ensure accountability for human rights violations perpetrated
in the implementation of counter-terrorism measures and of the efforts being
undertaken in the OSCE region to counter the phenomena of foreign terrorist fighters
and kidnapping for ransom. Mr. Fisher also informed the participants about the
publication of ODIHR Annual Background Paper on Death Penalty in the OSCE
region on the same day than the session. He also informed of the “OSCE United in
Countering Violent Extremism” campaign.

Before the introducer took the floor, a short video against torture was screened in the
hall for the purpose of stimulating further discussion.

The introducer, Mr. Jens Modvig, Director of DIGNITY, the Danish Institute against
Torture, and a member of the United Nations Committee against Torture (CAT),
emphasized the importance of not forgetting the human beings who are the victims of
torture when discussing the subject. He stressed that such victims’ lives are ruined and
that they often do not seek assistance or treatment because they fear that this might
cause them further suffering. He underlined that the rule of law is the legal principle
that law should govern a nation as opposed to any form of arbitrary government. He
indicated that implementing the rule of law in a human rights context is a three-step
process: 1) adopting domestic law provisions in line with human rights standards, 2)
establishing standards for enforcing these laws with due respect for the protection of
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individuals from human rights violations, and 3) ensuring accountability for violations
of human rights through the work of independent bodies. He pointed out that the UN
Convention against Torture (UNCAT) includes provisions at all three levels and
stressed that UNCAT provides a valuable and comprehensive framework to ensure
protection not only from torture, but also from more general misconduct by law
enforcement agencies. He indicated that domestic provisions should provide
individuals deprived of their liberty with basic rights, which include the right to legal
counsel from the onset of detainment, the right to medical assistance, and the right to
inform their family or relatives. He highlighted that the right to redress, including
rehabilitation, should be present in the national legislation in order to ensure that
victims of torture receive reparation. He underlined states’ obligation under UNCAT
to provide training to law-enforcement personnel on torture and ill-treatment, and
emphasized the need for accountability. Recalling the 2009 OSCE report titled “The
Fight against Torture — the OSCE Experience”, he listed the main obstacles identified
by this study as the lack of political will on the part of governments, widespread
corruption in various sectors of the legal system, a lack of public awareness of
persons’ rights in relation to torture, the presumption of guilt by officials with regard
to detainees, a weak or non-existent NGO community, overcrowded prisons and a
lack of financial resources. He stated that additional problems identified by the report
were the non-existence of, or failure to implement, legislative fair-trial safeguards, the
absence of torture as an offense in national criminal legislation as well as the absence
of interrogation procedures that tend to safeguard against torture. Pointing out the
clear need to strengthen the implementation of UNCAT provisions, he highlighted the
important role that OSCE field missions could play in assisting participating States in
following up the recommendations of the CAT as well as in supporting civil society in
the preparation of shadow reports. He informed the participants of the Convention
against Torture Initiative launched in 2014 by the governments of Chile, Denmark,
Ghana, Indonesia and Morocco with the aim of attaining universal ratification of the
UNCAT by 2024. Underlining that even though all OSCE participating States have
ratified the UNCAT, 16 of them have not yet ratified the Optional Protocol to the
Convention against Torture (OPCAT), he stressed that the OSCE should make the
implementation of the OPCAT a priority. He added that a focused effort by the OSCE
towards the implementation of CAT recommendations in participating States would
certainly contribute to strengthening the rule of law in the OSCE region.

In the ensuing discussion 49 interventions were made, including 26 by civil society
one by an international organization and one by the Action against Terrorism Unit of
the OSCE Secretariat’s Transnational Threats Department (TNTD/ATU). In addition,
eight participating States used their right of reply.

A group of participating States called for the abolition of capital punishment, pointing
out that a global moratorium on its use could be a first step towards this end. It
stressed that the absolute prohibition of torture and ill-treatment allows for no
exception and that combating torture requires an integrated approach encompassing
prevention, redress, rehabilitation and access to justice. It underlined that human
rights protection and the fight against terrorism should be seen as complementary
rather than contradictory.

One group of pS commended ODIHR efforts to protect human rights in countering
terrorism and considered that such efforts should be expanded.
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One participating State speaking on behalf of several others expressed concern over
the continuing practice of enforced disappearance in the OSCE area, emphasizing that
enforced disappearance often leads to arbitrary detention, torture and ill-treatment,
pointing to the need to update the OSCE’s human dimension commitments in this
regard and encouraging participating States to sign and ratify the International
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

In the further discussions pertaining to the prevention of torture, several participating
States expressed their support for the Serbian Chairmanship’s decision to continue the
previous Chairmanship’s work on the issue of torture prevention and their hope for
the adoption this year of a Ministerial Council decision in this area. In addition, a
number of specific allegations in connection with torture were directed towards
various participating States by civil society representatives as well as by other
participating States. These included the use of torture and ill-treatment as a method of
extracting confessions, insufficient compensation for torture victims and their
families, as well as practices of arbitrary detention often leading to de facto life
sentences. Calls were made for the urgent investigation of such cases and for the
participating States concerned to effectively implement CAT recommendations and
relevant OSCE commitments. Some interventions addressed allegations of torture and
ill-treatment by armed formations in conflict zones. The importance of ensuring the
independence of the judiciary and of establishing independent National Preventive
Mechanisms was underscored by many speakers. Calls were also made for the
dignified treatment of persons in detention and for limiting the practice of solitary
confinement. Several participating States made interventions detailing the measures
being taken to strengthen the implementation of UNCAT provisions and relevant
OSCE commitments in their territories.

Numerous calls were made during the working session for the complete abolition of
capital punishment in the OSCE region. Those participating States still applying
capital punishment were encouraged to observe a moratorium with a view towards
abolishing the practice entirely. The need to update OSCE commitments in this area
was also underlined.

With regard to the issue of protecting human rights while combating terrorism, the
importance of upholding the rule of law in connection with counter-terrorist activities
was emphasized by several speakers. Concerns were voiced that domestic counter-
terrorism laws were being used to curtail liberties in some participating States. One
participating State underlined the importance of taking the perspective of youth into
consideration when countering terrorism, emphasizing that youth are particularly
vulnerable to violent extremism that leads to terrorism because of their exposure to
social media and the internet. The Head of the TNTD/ATU dwelled on the challenges
being faced by participating States and Partners for Co-operation with regard to the
phenomenon of foreign terrorist fighters. In this context he underlined the need to
uphold human rights when responding to such threats, pointing out that undermining
human rights is equivalent to undermining counter-narratives.

At the end of the working session, the introducer Mr. Modvig reiterated his belief that
stronger collaboration between the OSCE’s field missions and the framework
provided by the CAT could make a true difference in the fight against torture.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States:
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- Fully implement the UNCAT and give strong consideration to ratifying all
international conventions and protocols on torture, the death penalty and
enforced disappearances;

- Ratify the OPCAT and establish National Preventive Mechanisms;

- Sign and ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons
from Enforced Disappearance;

- Take into account the pressing need to combat the problem of enforced
disappearances under the commitments made at OSCE level on the prevention
of torture;

- Support the adoption of a Ministerial Council decision on the prevention of
torture;

- Set up a universal jurisdiction mechanism against torture;

- Ensure the prompt and thorough investigation of torture allegations;

- Refrain from providing amnesty to individuals sentenced for the use of torture;
- Ensure access to legal counsel and medical treatment for persons in detention;
- Decrease the duration of pre-trial detention;

- Limit the practice of solitary confinement;

- Ensure just and adequate redress and rehabilitation for victims of torture and
their families;

- Provide training to law enforcement personnel on torture and ill-treatment;
- Release all political prisoners;

- Abolish the death penalty in all circumstances;

- Do not reintroduce the death penalty once it has been abolished,;

- Support the 2016 UN General Assembly resolution which will call for a global
moratorium on the use of the death penalty;

- Work to update OSCE commitments concerning the use of capital
punishment;

- Uphold human rights while combating terrorism; promote respect for the rule
of law, fundamental rights and freedoms, and the use of the criminal justice
system to prevent and combat terrorism;

- Take the perspective of youth into consideration when countering terrorism.
- Ensure funding for a permanent ODIHR focal point on torture.

Recommendations to OSCE institutions, executive structures and field
operations

- The OSCE should continue its work towards ensuring the eradication of
torture, making full use of its resources;

- The OSCE should renew its commitment to the prevention of torture through
the adoption of a Ministerial Council decision;

- The OSCE should take action to ensure that detainees in participating States
are not subjected to torture;

- The OSCE should provide assistance to National Preventive Mechanisms,
which often lack the financial resources to fulfill their mandates;

- The OSCE should make the implementation of the OPCAT a priority;
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A new advisor on the prevention of torture should be established within
ODIHR’s structure;

- ODIHR should advocate the establishment of universal jurisdiction against
torture;

- The OSCE’s field missions should assist participating States in following up
the recommendations of the CAT and support civil society in the preparation
of shadow reports;

- Stronger collaboration should be established between the OSCE’s field
missions and the framework provided by the CAT;

- The OSCE should update its commitments on the use of capital punishment.

Working Session 9: Democratic institutions

Rapporteur: Mr. Diogo Girdo de Sousa, Permanent Representation of Portugal to the
OSCE

No. of statements: 43
Delegations: 10

Civil Society: 21

OSCE Inst./Int'l Org: 2
Rights of Reply: 10

Working Session 9 on democratic institutions addressed the issues of democratic
elections, democracy at the national, regional and local levels, democratic lawmaking,
and citizenship and political rights.

Introducing the issue, Ms. Vilija Aleknaite-Abramikiene, Vice President of the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly, stressed that the OSCE has a clear set of commitments in
the area of democratic elections, which when fulfilled also have a crucial impact in
the development of democratic institutions, exemplifying with the experience of her
own country. She underlined that the existence of a genuine political opposition is a
crucial precondition for democratic elections and regretted that some participating
States are not implementing their commitments to holding free and fair elections. In
this regard, she highlighted the link between internal oppression and external
aggression. The introducer expressed concerns regarding the misuse of elections in
Crimea and eastern Ukraine and called the OSCE to react to these actions. Finally,
Ms. Aleknaite-Abramikiene praised the expertise of ODIHR in election observation
and praised the cooperation between the Parliamentary Assembly and ODIHR in this
area.

The second introducer Mr. Pietro Ducci shared the experience of the European
Parliament in election observation. He highlighted the European Parliament adherence
to the highest international standards in election observation and the strong
cooperation with ODIHR in this area. He recalled that parliamentarians due to their
professional activity are always short term observers. For that reason the European
Parliament only observes elections when joining a credible, professional, long term
mission such as those organized by ODIHR.
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The great majority of interventions focused on democratic elections, and ODIHR’s
election observation work. Most participating states praised ODIHR for their election
observation work, its methodology and the way it applies its methodology. Contrarily,
one participating State regretted the lack of a legal framework for election observation
and claimed that ODIHR’s conclusions are often politicized and that ODIHR engaged
in “double standards”.

Several participating States regretted attempts from one participating State to impose
restrictions to ODIHR’s election observation and stressed that ODIHR’s autonomy
should be always safeguarded. In a right of reply a participating state claimed that
ODIHR should engage in negotiations when a participating State raises concerns over
the report of a needs assessment mission.

Several speakers expressed concern regarding the shrinking space for civil society and
opposition groups in some participating States. Other organizations pointed to a lack
of free and fair elections in several participating States. Some organizations raised
concerns regarding jailed political opposition leaders.

A few participating States described their efforts to implement ODIHR’s election
related recommendations as well as their intent to cooperate with ODIHR in future
elections.

Some speakers denounced the problem of statelessness. Some organizations expressed
concerns regarding specific administrative procedures applied in some participating
States and called ODIHR to address those issues.

One participating State highlighted the role played by the media and stressed the
importance of objective and responsible media. A number of speakers raised the issue
of women participation both in election and decision-making processes. Others
highlighted the importance of youth engagement, including in election observation.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States:

- To ensure the right of citizens to political participation, and the right to stand
for election;

- To ensure transparent, pluralist and competitive elections;

- To secure timely financial and human resources to ODIHR so it can carry out
its mandate;

- Toinvite OSCE in a timely manner to observe elections without restrictions;
- To engage with ODIHR in the follow-up of electoral recommendations;

- Consider voluntary reporting at the Human Dimension Committee;

- Toensure a strong, independent and empowered civil society;

- To decrease the voting age up to 16 years

- To support the inclusion of young people in election observation missions.

Recommendations to OSCE institutions, executive structures and field
operations
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- To continue strengthening and updating its election observation activities and
methodology;

- To enhance co-ordination with other institutions;

- To maintain ODIHR’s autonomy;,

- To continue the deployment of election observation activities;
- To continue follow-up activities to observation;

- To address the issue of universal suffrage, non-citizenship and issues of
statelessness;

- To continue their efforts to strengthen democratic institutions through the
provision of advice, legislative review and training;

- To support election observation methodology and application;

Working Session 10: Fundamental freedoms I1

Rapporteur: Ms. Anna Grabowska-Grudzinska, Permanent Mission of the Republic of
Poland to the OSCE

No. of statements: 39
Delegations: 9

Civil Society: 18

Int'l Org: 1

Partners for Co-operation: 1
Rights of Reply: 10

Mr. Gil Arias-Fernandez, Deputy Executive Director of the EU Agency FRONTEX,
who was the introducer to this session concentrated his presentation on the main
trends and challenges at the EU external borders, which are consequences of the
biggest refugee flow in Europe since the end of the WW 1. Protection of fundamental
rights in the field of border management as well as relation between freedom of
movement and Schengen regime were addressed.

Mr. Arias-Fernandez underlined that the EU is the most powerful economic bloc in
the world and should have the capacity to absorb this flow of persons in need of
international protection. To meet this goal the EU has started introducing new
regulations concerning asylum and migration policies. The need for reinforcing the
already existing in the Schengen Convention compensatory measures and cooperation
mechanisms to support asylum and migration management or internal security interest
was stressed. The example of the former is recently adopted emergency relocation
mechanism which implies a temporary derogation of the principle of responsibility for
the first country of entry of the asylum seeker according to the rules of the Dublin
Regulation. This is being done in order to remove pressure from the frontline member
states and also to prevent the illegal secondary movement within the Schengen Area.

Mr. Arias-Fernandez highlighted that respect of fundamental rights of migrants,
including the right of international protection, are integral part of border management
system. For this reason Frontex has developed cooperation with organizations dealing
with human rights such as UNHCR and the EU Fundamental Rights Agency which
are providing support to its operational and capacity building activities.
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The participating States shared their experience in responding to the current refugee
crises as well as in the past.

The representative of the Council of Europe informed about migrant workers’ rights
which are guaranteed by the European Social Charter. They stipulate i.a. that states
should promote teaching receiving country’s language classes free of charge as well
as mother tongue classes, which contributes to preservation of the cultural identity of
migrants and helps to maintain psychological and mental balance.

Access to work, teaching customs of the host country, empowerment of youth and
children with migratory background, informing migrants about their rights were
mentioned by different speakers as important factors, along with teaching languages,
to integrate migrant within host societies and promote social cohesion. The role of
local entities and inter-institutional cooperation at all levels were underlined in that
respect by one delegation.

There was a call that all countries of the OSCE region, as well as international
community, for applying appropriate measures and procedures in accordance with
their obligations and principle of solidarity. On the other side, there was also a civil
society representative that some OSCE participating States have moral obligation to
give asylum to citizens of states affected by conflicts, if those States were among
those who had been engaged in those conflicts. The same participant stressed that we
will be unable to solve consequences of conflicts unless we tackle the root causes
thereof.

There were also voices indicating examples of hate speech, xenophobia and
intolerance against refugees, in some countries directed especially against Muslim
refugees. In this respect was underlined that the public officials throughout the OSCE
region must speak out against xenophobia and refrain from fanning the flames of hate.

The situation in centres for holding migrants from Central Asia in one participating
States and demand for legal oversight was mentioned. The facts of deportation of no
longer needed migrants were also touched upon. It was stressed that those who
commit hate crimes against migrants and violate labour laws must be prosecuted.

There was an opinion that migration, including irregular migration, should be
considered from the perspective of human dignity. Additionally, protecting the rights
of irregular migrants would constitute an important step forward towards preventing
their abuse and exploitation. Opposite, criminalization of irregular migration is a
negative reaction that not only impedes the resolution of the problem but also further
aggravates the situation and places them in an even more vulnerable situation.

The second theme of this session — freedom of movement — was approached from at
least three different angles. One — freedom of movement within a country, where
there was a call upon participating States which still maintain exit visa regimes to
abolish them. It was stressed that this regulation targets frequently activists, human
rights defenders and members of the political opposition.

Another aspect of freedom of movement was connected with different interpretation
of provisions of international law concerning the right of a country not to grant a visa
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to a citizen of another country due to security and social order reason. In that respect
the existence of so called blacklist in same OSCE participating States was reported.

The majority of statements on the issue of freedom of movement concerned obstacles
which people living in conflict affected areas encounter. It was highlighted that they
are deprived not only from freedom of movement and contacts with their families
living outside those areas, but also from the humanitarian assistance, emergency
health care or access to education. The plight of inhabitants as well as refugees and
IDPs from different part of the OSCE area was mentioned, including Eastern Ukraine
and Crimea, Nagorno-Karabakh as well as Ossetia and Abkhazia. Cases of people
having been detained for illegally crossing the borders were reported. There was also
condemnation of the recent decision of so-called authorities in Luhansk to expel UN
agencies and all international nongovernmental organizations providing humanitarian
assistance.

The Russian Federation cited as unacceptable the decision of the Polish Government
to prevent entry in Poland of the Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Crimea G.
L. Muradow. This action was named as a violation of the OSCE commitments. The
question was raised whether Warsaw, for the said reasons, qualifies to host ODIHR
and OSCE events.

In its right to reply Poland pointed out that in a document sent to the Polish Ministry
of Foreign Affairs regarding participation of Mr. G. L. Muradow in the HDIM his
position was incorrectly specified. Poland does not recognise the annexation of
Crimea nor the title of Mr. Muradow, who has been also on the EU Visa ban list.
Making exemption to the EU sanction would imply that Poland is giving its consent to
the violation of OSCE principles. Finally, all concerned with the visa rejection have
the right to appeal.

In response to the Russian Federation statement regarding the case of Mr. Muradow,
the USA reiterated its support to Poland as a host for the HDIM.

In response to the same statement Ukraine protested against the attempt of the
Russian Federation to use the HDIM to advance illegal occupation of Crimea.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States:

- There should be zero tolerance to undermining freedom of movement.

- In the instances where residency registration or declaration procedures are
used they should be applied fully respecting freedom of movement.

- OSCE participating States should enable residents of conflict zones, refugees
and IDPs to exercise their right to freedom of movement, in particular, to safe,
dignified and voluntary return, access health-care as well as for other
humanitarian purposes, including reunification of families.

- Freedom of movement of human rights defenders must be respected to ensure
they can perform their tasks without any restrictions.

- The OSCE should look into the issue of creating lists of persons with entry
ban imposed.
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- With regard to solving the refugee crises the OSCE participating States, as
well as the entire international community, should apply appropriate measures
and procedures in accordance with their obligations and principle of solidarity.

- The OSCE and SMM should be granted access to Crimea.

Working Session 11: Humanitarian issuesand other commitments

Rapporteur: Ms. Catalina Bolma, Permanent Representation of Romania to the
International Organisations in Vienna

No. of statements: 43
Delegations: 19

Civil Society: 15

OSCE Inst./Int'l Org: 2
Rights of Reply: 7

The Working Session focused on two major issue: combating trafficking in human
beings, with a focus on combating trafficking in children, on one hand, and the issue
of refugees and displaced persons in the OSCE area, on the other hand. One NGO
underlined the fact that these issues need to be discussed in separate sessions, while
several speakers saw merit in a common approach due to the existing interlinkages.

The moderator, Ruth Pojman, Deputy Co-ordinator within the OSCE Office of the
Special Representative and Co-ordinator for Combating Trafficking in Human
Beings, opened the session announcing the particular focus of the discussion on
combating trafficking in children. She noted that this year marks the 10th anniversary
of the adoption of the OSCE Addendum on the special needs of child victims of
trafficking for protection and assistance and the 15th anniversary of the Optional
Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography and on the involvement of children in armed
conflicts.

The first introducer, the OSCE Special Representative and Co-ordinator for
Combating Trafficking in Human Beings, Ambassador Madina Jarbussynova,
underlined that trafficking in children represents a matter of great concern to the
OSCE, to every participating State and Partner for Co-operation. As one of the worst
forms of violence against children, and a form of modern-day slavery, it poses a grave
threat to the human development and security of all countries. The lack of child
protection, of access to education and of safe migration opportunities for children
creates extreme vulnerabilities to exploitation. There is a growing body of evidence
that child trafficking is increasing and becoming more complex in particular with the
use of the internet and in the mixed migration flows. The forms of child trafficking
include sexual exploitation (which is prevalent), forced labour, begging,
pickpocketing, but also cannabis cultivation and drug dealing. Madina Jarbussynova
singled out also the tendency of having child soldier exploited in force criminality,
more precisely in foreign terrorist fighter activities. The response must be
comprehensive and multidimensional. OSCE commitments (Action Plan to Combat
Trafficking in Human Beings, the 2005 Addendum on the special needs of child
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victims of trafficking, the 2013 Addendum to the Action Plan) specifically address
trafficking in children and the protection of children’s needs. However, translating
these commitments into concrete action is a challenge for the majority of participating
States. The situation of child victims of trafficking in the OSCE region should be
addressed in a more effective manner, taking into account the best interests of the
child. Therefore, it is time to consider more seriously international recommendations
and promising national practices in order to protect children from violence and
trafficking in human beings regardless of their age, status, gender, ethnicity or social
and cultural background.

Introducer Jyothi Kanics, Research Fellow at the University of Lucerne, spoke on
progress achieved in the last 10 years in combating child trafficking, with a focus on
OSCE, Council of Europe and EU. The introducer noted the positive developments in
law and policy that seek to address the special needs of child victims of trafficking,
but challenges in fully implementing the legal and policy provisions still remain
(sometimes because there is a conflict in law between immigration and child
protection measures, sometimes because of the lack of funds). The introducer also
pointed out that some migrant children do not receive any protection because they
might not fit into the existing narrow legal categories or because they may be age-
disputed or may have engaged in activities that put them in conflict with the law. The
participating States should have in mind for all actions concerning children the
principle of non-discrimination, the right to be heard, and the best interests of the
child in both procedural safeguards as well in substantive decision making.

The third introducer, Zakarias Kebraeb, shared from his own experience as a refugee
from Eritrea, mentioning the painful and dangerous flee, his several request of
asylum, as well as the efforts of integration. He pleaded for a human treatment of the
refugees, for their acceptance and integration in the country of destination. He also
expressed concerns regarding the countries of origin, which are deprived of a big part
of their young population, with direct consequences of their further development.

43 interventions were made during the session, 19 by delegations, 15 by non-
governmental organizations and two international organizations. Seven delegations
used their right of reply.

On the issue of combating trafficking in human beings (THB), many delegations
commended the work done by the OSCE Special Representative and Co-ordinator for
Combating Trafficking in Human Beings, the OSCE CiO, the OSCE PA, Council of
Europe and other organizations. Several delegations underlined their efforts on
national level in tackling the phenomenon, including: adopting new pieces of
legislation, adopting and implementation of National Plans, ensuring coordination
among all state bodies with responsibilities in this matter, keeping statistics on
criminal cases. One participating State mentioned a pan-European monitoring system
on THB (implemented today with other participating States) regarding the
harmonization of procedures for the collection, treatment, and analyses and sharing of
information, inviting the other OSCE participating States to join it.

As countries cannot fight alone the phenomenon of trafficking, several delegation

pleaded for increased cooperation with international organizations, as well as for
increased regional cooperation, including with the OSCE field operations. Several
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delegations underscored that there is need for increased cooperation between
countries or origins and countries of destination.

Several delegation highlighted that children are indeed vulnerable and pleaded for
more focus on this group. One delegation pleaded for THB measures focused on
unaccompanied minors, especially those living in foster families, as well as on
combating trafficking in children over internet. One participating State mentioned a
project aimed at identifying the victims of THB among asylum seekers, with a focus
on vulnerable youth.

One participating State advised OSCE to pay more attention to trafficking in organs,
as the Council of Europe is already doing.

One delegation pleaded for a renewed commitment to prevention of trafficking, with
reference to addressing the extreme poverty. The same delegation argued for
prosecuting the traffickers based on clear international and national laws, including
the confiscation of profits derived from their illicit activities, while the victims ought
to be fully compensated from such funds.

Several interventions pointed out that more awareness raising is highly needed, as the
techniques of recruitment of victims have become more innovative.

One participating State underlined that victim identification is a key result of effective
anti-trafficking efforts, mentioning that the successful identification in OSCE
countries was the highest in five years.

In the discussions regarding the issue of mix migration flows, one NGO pointed out to
the importance of using the correct terminology and making the clear distinction
between different categories of persons (i.e. asylum seekers, refugees).

UNHCR provided some statistical data: currently 60 million people are forcibly
displaced, of whom nearly 20 million are refugees, and over half are children. The last
year’s statistics in the OSCE area show that the numbers have risen to more than 7.2
million displaced persons by the end of 2014. This includes more than 3.5 million
refugees, nearly 900,000 asylum-seekers, 2 million IDPs, and more than 630,000
stateless persons. The worsening living conditions, food cuts, and the lack of
prospects for a resolution to the conflict in the near future are the driving factors. In
this context, it is worth mentioning that one participating State requested similar
attention to be given to people fleeing from natural disasters.

UNHCR pointed out to the fact that human trafficking intersects more and more with
forced displacement and refugee protection, aspect underlined by some participating
States as well. UNHCR pleaded for cooperation in response to the growing
emergency, responsibility and solidarity with those countries whose capacities are
already overstretched. The contribution of OSCE participating States in providing
protection and assistance in emergencies, with support from UNHCR and its partners,
is therefore critical. Some of the groundwork in this sense was established through the
broadened scope of cooperation in the renewed Memorandum of Understanding
between OSCE/ODIHR and UNHCR, signed in March of this year. UNHCR has also
closely collaborated with the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine, on
regular information-sharing, and capacity-building activities on IDPs issues (a good
example of collaboration is the joint OSCE-UNHCR Protection Checklist, which was
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distributed to the SMM Monitoring Officers, but which is used also in other
situations).

Several delegations commended the work of UNHCR. One delegation suggested that
OSCE field missions should facilitate the access of UNHCR everywhere across the
OSCE region. At the same time, one NGO was of the opinion that the current global
governance is outdated, UNHCR being underfunded and therefore not able to address
the current situation of the migration flows.

Council of Europe (CoE) underlined that there can be no derogation from the
European Convention on Human Rights, prohibiting inhuman and degrading
treatment (article 3). CoE conducts an urgent analysis of the legal shortcomings,
which presently inhibit the prosecution of people-smugglers and ways to improve
judicial co-operation between Europe and the South Mediterranean. As the financial
aspect of dealing with the migration flows was mentioned in the discussions, CoE
representative pointed out that member states of the Council of Europe’s
Development Bank can request loans to facilitate necessary improvements to their
infrastructure (reception and transit centers).

A group of participating states requested a coherent and comprehensive approach to
respond to the new and multiple challenges posed by the mix migration flows. They
underlined the need to consider migratory flows as a structural phenomenon to be
addressed as an opportunity for our societies.

A group of participating states underlined that the current mix migration flows should
be dealt with considering the focus on three key dimensions: resettlement/relocation,
return/readmission/reintegration and enforced cooperation with countries of origin
and transit.

Many participating states underlined the need to tackle the root causes of the
phenomenon and also crack down on criminal networks involved. Therefore, the
cooperation with the countries of origin and transit is essential.

Some participating states mentioned their efforts in tackling the displaced persons:
adopting new pieces of legislation, implementation of Action Plans, providing
housing. A group of participating States mentioned their strategic approach focused
on: saving human lives and securing the external borders through solidarity; reducing
the incentives for irregular migration, including through addressing root causes and
combatting smuggling and human trafficking networks; implementing the common
asylum policy based on shared responsibility; developing a new policy on legal
migration facilitating entry and recognition of qualifications. One participating State
volunteered to share its experience in reception of people in need.

One participating state pointed out that humanitarian assistance to the countries of
origin should be provided, while another participating state pleaded for combined use
of the development and humanitarian aid in the host countries and requested new
financial modalities at the global level.

Some participating states and NGOs expressed concern on the situation of refugees
and IDPs steaming up from certain conflict areas. In this matter, positions of
participating States and NGOs vary considerably. Many speakers mentioned the right
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for an informed, voluntary and non-discriminatory return of refugees and IDPs to
their places of origin conducted in a safe and dignified manner. The issue of payment
of compensation for refugees and displaced persons (based on the principles of
reciprocity and equality) was also mentioned in this context by one NGO. The use of
IDPs with the purpose of changing ethnic composition of a certain area and
influencing the peaceful solution of the conflict was condemned by one participated
state.

One participating State enumerated some obstacles in the return of the IDPs:
destroyed property, lack of compensation and lack of adequate mechanism for
restitution of property, including lack of mechanism to implement court decisions.

Several participating states announced hosting events addressing the issue of
migration in the near future.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States:

- Participating States should uphold relevant international standards and OSCE
commitments, and even strengthen the existing commitments;

- Participating States should uphold fundamental rights when addressing
trafficking in human beings;

- Participating States should foster cooperation with all relevant actors,
including the civil society, for a successful prevention and fight against
trafficking in human beings;

- Participating States should continue developing national programmes of
assistance to the THB victim;

- Participating States should reduce the vulnerability of population susceptible
to human trafficking;

- Participating States should join the monitoring system of comprehensive
statistical data related to THB victims developed currently by some
participating States;

- Participating States should focus on children and other vulnerable groups of
THB victims and exchange relevant information;

- Participating States should develop measures to prevent child trafficking and
improve identification of child victims in the sectors where child trafficking is
prevalent;

- Participating States should provide special rehabilitation program and
psychological assistance for children victims of trafficking;

- Best interests of the child should be the guiding principle at all times;

- Participating States should improve child-care and national child protection
systems; in order to ensure particular protection needs of unaccompanied
children along their migration routes, the modern child protection system
should include: effective birth registration mechanisms to respond to specific
needs of vulnerable and socially excluded children; appointment of legal
guardian; free legal assistance and possibility to claim compensation; and
long-term-rehabilitation programmes;
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Participating States should develop unconditional access for children to
shelters addressing their needs, regardless of their administrative status or their
readiness to co-operate with the authorities;

Non-punishment clause should apply to all THB victims, including the
children;

Participating States should consider more significant role in ending the
childhood statelessness;

Participating States should improve education opportunities for all children
without discrimination;

Participating States should improve cooperation in order to improve the
protection of private domestic workers in diplomatic households;

Participating States should prioritize measures implementing OSCE
commitments focused on protection, saving lives and addressing root causes
of forced displacement;

Participating States should ensure closer co-operation between OSCE
participating States for improving the protection of refugees and displaced
persons, including by implementing the existing instruments and
commitments, the recommendations of the Special Representative and by
using the Protection Check List;

Participating States should develop cross-cutting instruments to combat THB
in the context of current migration flows, including with the OSCE Field
Operations and in cooperation with the civil society actors;

Participating States should, in the context of current mix migration flows,
consider shared long term solutions for those eligible, with access to
employment, education, protective services for victims of crimes like human
trafficking, and other integration opportunities for participation in host
societies;

Participating States should consider promoting tolerance policies alongside the
measures envisaged for dealing with the mix migration flows.

Recommendations to OSCE institutions, executive structures and field
operations

In the areas of prosecution, the OSCE should continue supporting participating
States in establishing and developing National Referral Mechanisms;

OSCE could collect good practice examples of child-specific national referral
mechanisms and child-friendly procedures and related special training for
professionals;

OSCE could play a role in strengthening the transnational work of the national
referral mechanism with an aim of securing both the prosecution of traffickers
and better protection of child victims;

OSCE shall pay more attention to the issue of combating trafficking in organs.

Several participating States and NGOs made also recommendations in relation with
the crisis in and around Ukraine and to the protracted conflicts in the OSCE area.

47



Working Session 12: Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection
against discrimination

Rapporteur: Mr. Martin Hojni, Permanent Mission of Austria to the OSCE

No. of statements: 51
Delegations: 8

Civil Society: 30

OSCE Inst./Int'l Org: 1
Rights of Reply: 12

Working session 12 was moderated by Anne Gaspard, Executive Director,
EQUINET — the European Network of Equality Bodies, who observed in her
introduction a rising trend in hate crimes across the OSCE area which is illustrated by
ODIHR’s annual reports. She pointed out the need to constructively define racism and
xenophobia.

Mr. Hilary O. Shelton, Washington Bureau Director of the National Association for
the Advancement of Coloured People and Senior Vice President for Advocacy of the
United States of America served as introducer for the subject. He called for the need
of an inclusive definition of racism and xenophobia as well as of a definition of
problems which are driven by racism and other biases. He advocated a common
definition of racial profiling in order to provide training and awareness raising both
with law enforcement and potential victims alike.

A crucial aspect according to Mr. Shelton is the need to measure the offence in order
to manage the problem, which requires an adequate data collection. Central must be
the understanding of the crime by the victims themselves. Government action is
required to engage also private businesses to keep data or to sanction a pattern of
blatant discrimination.

The problem of underreporting and the consequent lack of data figured prominently in
a number of interventions. The consequent call to improve data collection and
submission echoed the call of the introductory on that matter. Several delegations
pointed towards the increase in hate crimes in recent times.

Some participating States (pS), among them the EU, outlined their respective
legislation.

Many interventions focused on an account of hate crime, hate speech and various
forms of discrimination against different communities in various countries of the
OSCE-area ranging from anti-Semitism, LGBTI discriminatory laws, hate crimes
against Muslims, prevention but also facilitation of gay pride parades, hate crimes
against Russians in Ukraine. Some delegations worried about the increase of hate
crimes against Christians in Europe, including the desecration of Christian religious
symbols.

The need to establish a counter-narrative and speak out against hate crimes was
mentioned by several speakers. Some delegations pointed out the need of better civic
education and the integration in curricula of law protection officers, civil servants etc.
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The OSCE Mission in Bosnia-Herzegovina illustrated the possible contribution of an
OSCE Field Mission to these efforts. The need to support and cooperate with ODIHR
figured prominently in a number of statements.

In some cases delegations pointed to the role of social media in hate crimes.

Several civil society representatives advocated the need to recognize Islamophobia as
a violation of Human Rights as well as the recognition of Islamophobia as an
aggravating factor for hate crimes especially in the face of the current migration crisis.
Some delegations pointed at the conflict between free speech and thought as core
value of the OSCE and hate speech as it was discussed during the session. They
feared that a situation can arise where facts can constitute hate speech and favours
state controlled speech.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States:

- Increase efforts to strengthen the implementation of the OSCE Muinisterial
Council’s Decision No. 9/2009 on Combating Hate Crimes.

- Boost the OSCE wide fight against hate speech, while fully respecting
freedom of expression, including by using all opportunities offered to publicly
condemn and speak out against hate crimes, regardless of pretext.

- Continue cooperating actively with the Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights (ODIHR) and to fully support its activities in preventing hate
crimes.

- Submit available and relevant data to ODIHR for its annual report on hate
crimes in the OSCE region.

- Address the problem of underreporting of hate crimes.

- Address intolerance against those who hold unpopular views on the medical
treatment of same sex persons and against those formerly gay.

- Increasingly monitor intolerance against Christians.

- Encourage pS to support victims of hate crimes.

- Recognise Islamophobia as an aggravating factor for hate crimes.

- Increase the involvement of Civil Society to tackle intolerance and
discrimination.

- Increase the protection of LGBT]I throughout the whole OSCE region.

- Call on OSCE to monitor and report on political persecution of Human Rights
Defenders in Latvia.

- Empowerment of NGOs and increased financial support for NGOs to make
training possible.

- OSCE must use its influence to empower Human rights organisations to
become involved in law making processes.

- OSCE must extend support for NGOs, human rights activist, journalists.
OSCE must promote independent media and freedom of expression and
facilitate effective use of institutions and missions. Law enforcement must be
enabled to address crimes, monitoring. Link between hate speech and hate
crime must be elaborated upon, as youth is particularly vulnerable to the
effects of hate speech.
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Working Session 13: Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection
against discrimination (continued)

Rapporteur: Ms. Hilde Austad, Permanent Delegation of Norway to the OSCE

No. of statements: 46
Delegations: 7

Civil Society: 32
OSCE Inst./Int'l Org:
Rights of Reply: 7

The first introducer, Mr. Stefano Chirico, Lieutenant Colonel of the Italian National
Police, defined hate crime as a criminal offense with a bias motivation. It has an
impact on the victim, the target group and the community as a whole. He underlined
the need for a holistic approach within governments. No single government agency
can consider all aspects. Italy has therefore created a multi-agency body to assist
victims and facilitate reporting.

One issue is underreporting. In Italy, a dedicated e-mail address is set up to receive
informal reports, which are followed up. The authorities work closely with NGOs and
international organizations. Training of police and other law enforcement agents is
important. This can be done in cooperation with ODIHR, which has programmes for
training of trainers. Having good quality data is important for understanding the facts.
Contributing to ODIHRs annual report on hate crime had helped them improve their
methodology and increased the quality of the data.

The second introducer was Ms. Julie Pascoet, Senior Policy Officer in ENAR. ENAR
is a network of more than 150 organizations working on advocacy for racial equality.
They have recently issued a report on racist crimes covering 26 EU states. The main
groups of victims were Blacks, Asians, Roma, Jews, Muslims and migrants. Within
the groups women and youth were the most targeted. Visible minorities were the most
likely to be victims. Data on crime is usually not disaggregated according to ethnic
groups, contributing to the invisibility of racial crimes. Motivation is often not
included in police investigations. In some countries the police themselves are
perpetrators of racist crimes. This is one reason why fewer crimes are reported.

There is a lack of surveys of how victims feel. States should conduct such
victimization surveys, based on self-definition by the victim. Cooperation with NGOs
is important. States should develop mechanisms for third party reporting by NGOs.

In many countries there is lack of accountability for hate speech in media, and for
politicians who incite hatred. Attacks on certain groups are not isolated events that
take place in a vacuum. Stereotypes in the media and the content of public discourse
can contribute to intolerance. States should encourage inclusion of all groups in
society. The OSCE should adopt declarations on anti-gypsyism, anti-racism,
islamophobia and afrophobia, based on the model of the declaration on anti-Semitism.

Some laws, as laws prohibiting wearing religious symbols in school, can lead to
discrimination, even if that was not the intent. They can further marginalize women.
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ODIHR should be able to present its work in the plenary sessions, and the sessions
should generally be more inter-active.

The discussion picked up on many of the elements mentioned by the introducers.
Incitement to hatred or intolerance is dangerous, particularly when it comes from
political or religious leaders. However, several speakers warned against using alleged
hate speech as a pretext for curbing freedom of expression and open debate on
“unpopular’” opinions.

One delegation mentioned how the struggle of one group, as a racial minority, could
inspire other groups to fight for equality. Anti-discrimination legislation now includes
disability. But there is more to be done, and states should support a high-level
conference on racism in line with the UN PAD decade.

One delegation urged states that they considered responsible for the crisis in the
Middle East to take responsibility for the refugees this crisis has created. Christians
are killed in the Middle East by the so-called Islamic State. Aggressive secularism is a
problem in certain states as it represents an attack on the values of family.

Several speakers mentioned the importance of data on hate crimes. One participating
State said it was conducting household surveys to assess the true level of hate crime.
States should improve their reporting to ODIHR. Retaliatory attacks against members
of certain groups could be observed in response to events in other parts of the world.

Hate crime and hate speech against Muslims was referred to by several speakers. This
concerns Muslim immigrants, but also Muslim minorities. Attacks on Christians in
Europe was also mentioned.

Groups of Jehovah’s Witnesses reported lack of reaction from authorities in certain
states to attacks on members of the group, problems with being allowed to build
meeting places and denial of necessary registration. However, one state has released
conscientious objectors from prison and this was welcomed.

Some states have laws that discriminate LGBTI persons and politicians speak
negatively of them. In several countries, laws prohibiting hate crime and
discrimination do not include LGBTI, only ethnic and religious grounds. More
comprehensive laws are necessary.

Desecration of memorials, churches and other places of worship was raised by several
speakers. These attacks should be investigated and perpetrators punished, irrespective
of the religion concerned and the political or religious affiliation of the government.

In areas of conflict, there is increased risk of discrimination and intolerance towards
individuals who are seen to belong to the “other” group.

In some countries, statelessness of a minority is a problem and can lead to
discrimination.

One speaker said that attacks against freedom of expression, as on Charlie Hebdo,
should also be termed a hate crime. Laws on blasphemy and apostasy should be
abolished.
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One delegation stressed that the discussion should focus on OSCE commitments.
There is no definition of gender identity or sexual orientation in international law and
no commitments, therefore this should not be included in the debate.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States:

- Develop a clear legal framework to define bias motivated crime

- Improve collection of data on hate crimes, including by cooperating with civil
society.

- Improve training of law enforcement agencies, including in cooperation with
ODIHR.

- Conduct victimization surveys of how victims are affected.

- Adopt declarations on anti-discrimination against other groups, as the
declaration on anti-Semitism.

- Protect freedom of expression while discouraging hate speech.

- Investigate and prosecute all acts of hate crime, irrespective of the victim’s
background.

- Make anti-discrimination laws more comprehensive and include LGBTI
persons.

- Investigate and prosecute desecration of memorials and religious sites.

- Political and religious leaders should refrain from hate speech against all
groups and should promote reconciliation.

- Abolish laws on blasphemy and apostasy.

Recommendations to OSCE institutions, executive structures and field
operations

- ODIHR should assess legislation of participating States concerning hate crime.
- ODIHR should suggest specific measures to prevent intolerance and hate
crimes.

Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination |1

Rapporteur: Ms. Yasmin Seyed Assiaban, Desk Officer, Permanent Mission of
Germany to the OSCE

No. of statements: 60
Delegations: 11

Civil Society: 39
OSCE Inst./Int’'l Org:
Rights of Reply: 10

The introducer for session 14, Mr. Alexander Verkhovsky, Director of the SOVA
Center for Information and Analysis, noted the importance of discussing the links
between various forms of intolerance and xenophobia. For example with regard to the
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current refugee crisis migrant phobia would be more likely to occur in places where
intolerance against Muslims already existed. Mr. Verkhovsky called on government
representatives and civil society across the OSCE region to join efforts in clearly
speaking out against intolerance and discrimination. Furthermore, he underlined the
crucial role the great variety of civil society actors play in actively promoting
tolerance. However, civil society activities, such as educational programs, could only
be sustained with the help of government officials. Lastly, OSCE participating States
were reminded by the introducer to not adopt any specific interpretation of religions.
This would ensure that all people irrespective of their religion and belief had the same
rights and would be able to criticize position of governments and opponents without
fear of persecution.

The session was also enriched by introductory words by the two Personal
Representatives of the Chairman-in-Office (CiO): Rabbi Andrew Baker, Personal
Representative of the OSCE CiO on Combating Antisemitism and Alexey Avtonomov,
Personal Representative of the OSCE CiO on Combating Racism, Xenophobia and
Discrimination, also Focusing on Intolerance and Discrimination against Christians
and Members of Other Religions. Rabbi Baker pointed to an increase of anti-Semitic
incidences after last summer, notably the lethal attacks in Paris, Brussels and
Copenhagen. Due to this development, anxiety among the Jewish population in the
OSCE region would be at an extreme height at the moment. To tackle this trend,
sources of intolerance and discrimination against Jewish communities, such as
populist and xenophobic voices, needed to be identified and countered by the OSCE
participating States. Mr. Avtonomov voiced his concern over the increasing trend of
anti- Christian activities. In addition to verbally expressed forms of intolerance,
physical harassment of Christians would now prevail. Moreover, he reminded the
OSCE participating States that security is intrinsically linked with upholding the
respect for human rights. Violence by one group against another group would lead to
reprisal and retaliation. Therefore, Mr. Avtonomov called on States to ensure full
implementation of relevant commitments to respect, promote and protect the right of
freedom of religion and belief.

60 participants made interventions, including 39 made by nongovernmental
organizations. 11 States made use of their right of reply. Interventions were limited to
two minutes and a half.

In view of ongoing and sometimes even growing discrimination against Jews,
Muslims and Christians, participating States were reminded by the vast majority of
interventions made by civil society to respect and fully implement their OSCE
commitments. Religious communities, irrespective of their belief, belonging to the
minority in their country, face multiple obstacles in freely exercising their right to
freedom of religion and belief. Speakers mentioned notably following issues:
expropriation and confiscation of religious property, refusal to allow building places
of worship, refusal of conferring legal personality, prevention of missionary activity,
discrimination in education system and persecution of conscientious objectors. A
large number of participants raised the issue of destruction and vandalism of religious
properties, places of worship and cemeteries, and called on governments to effectively
prevent, investigate and prosecute such criminal acts.

Another issue of concern voiced by some speakers was the abuse of anti-extremist
legislation by governments, for example by conducting unauthorized raids of religious
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properties and places of worship or limiting distribution of religious literature and
censorship. Under the pretense of safeguarding national security states would curtail
and sometimes even hinder its citizens to freely exercise one’s religion or belief.

A number of speakers identified hate speech, stereotyping and defamation of religious
groups as serious concern in many States. It was noted that government officials,
political parties and the media bear a special responsibility in countering
discrimination and intolerance, especially with respect to increasing anti-migrant,
anti-Muslim and anti-Semitic public discourses. Participating States were asked to
effectively monitor, investigate and prosecute hate speech, often resulting in threats
and attack versus members of religious communities. In this respect, some
participants discussed the new challenges arising with the spread of hate messages in
the cyber space, such as social media or other Internet platforms, and the need for
States to ensure that both freedom of speech and freedom of religion of belief are
respected online as well offline.

A vast number of speakers reminded of the need to tackle all forms of extremism and
to challenge hatred and intolerance. Notably with regard to discrimination of persons
on basis of their sexual orientation, participants noted that human rights are universal
and that the rights and freedoms of LGBT]I persons need to be equally safeguarded by
States. Unfortunately, LGBTI persons face in some countries a climate of fear and
discrimination and are subject to threats and violence. The need for ensuring proper
legislation and law enforcement measures by States were underlined in this regard.

In light of the high number of interventions made, the list below does not constitute an
exhaustive list of recommendations. Please refer to individual statements by
participants and the consolidated list of recommendations for a full list.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States:

- Fully ensure that each individual enjoys fundamental human rights and has
access to effective recourse after a violation of his or her rights has occurred,

- Promote fair and inclusive societies and work for better interreligious
dialogue, for example with the help of public-private consultation
mechanisms;

- Strongly condemn all calls on hatred voiced for whatever motives;

- Actively support ODIHR and its Tolerance and Non-Discrimination
Department by increasing funding for the unified budget as well as extra-
budgetary projects;

- Engage further in dialogue with representatives when producing laws affecting
religious communities, notably religious groups in minority positions;

- Cooperate with religious communities to develop security infrastructure to
ensure their members’ physical integrity;

- Allocate adequate and sustained financial resources to independent equality
bodies;

- Immediately implement the Ministerial Council Declaration on Enhancing
Efforts to Combat Anti-Semitism (MC.DOC/8/14);
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- Uphold the fundamental rights and freedoms of LGBTI persons and provide
effective legal protection of LGBTI persons.

Recommendations to OSCE institutions, executive structures and field
operations

- For the OSCE to promote follow-up on recommendation made by its three
Special Representatives;

- For ODIHR to foster common reflection with the three Personal
Representatives in order to ensure better coherence;

- For the OSCE and ODIHR to further promote remembrance culture in its
education activities;

- For the OSCE under the 2016 German Chairmanship-in-Office to include
voices of young members of religious group in its Tolerance and Non-
Discrimination activities;

- For ODIHR to continue running training activities for law enforcement
officials, judges and prosecutors on on combating hate crimes;

- For ODIHR to develop guidelines for educators on countering intolerance;
- For ODIHR to further run trainings for young people on hate crimes;

- For ODIHR and the RFoM to enhance collaboration in documenting biased
reporting and negative stereotyping by the media, public officials and political
parties;

- For ODIHR to take initiative on conducting more research and monitoring on
hate crime in cyber space.

Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms 11 (continued)
Rapporteur: Mr. Jean-Francois Lacasse, Delegation of Canada to the OSCE

No. of statements: 61
Delegations: 7

Civil Society: 43
OSCE Inst./Int'l Org:
Rights of Reply: 11

Dr. Ringolds Balodis (Introducer) Professor of Law, Head of the Department of
Constitutional Law at the Law Faculty of the University of Latvia described the broad
range of provisions that constitutions and laws can have with regards to freedom of
thought, conscience, religion or belief. Noting that constitutions can have a high level
of abstraction, he encouraged participating States to interpret them “in the spirit of the
age and the legal findings of a contemporary, democratic legal system, and by taking
into account that this freedom is closely inter-related with other human rights and
fundamental freedoms, as well as the principle of non-discrimination.
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Dr. Renata Treneska-Deskoska (Introducer) who is professor of Constitutional Law
and Political System at the Law Faculty — Skopje and a member of the ODIHR
Advisory Panel of Experts on Freedom of Religion or Belief described as unique the
formulation of freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief in international
human rights documents. This individual right, she explained, has a dimension that
can only take shape when exercised in community with others. She noted however
that this collective dimension does not always overlap with group rights and with the
rights of individuals exercised in community with others. She noted that challenges
can arise due to a tendency for increased intervention by the State when this right is
exercised collectively, but noted that the recognition of legal personality and the
application of the non-discrimination principle should guide States in this regard.

Once again this year, this working session was one of the most popular ones and a
broad range of issues were raised and recommendations issued by participants. This
summary is therefore not exhaustive. One participating State deplored that it was not
allowed to take the floor due to time restrictions.

The publication of the 2015 Joint ODIHR-Venice Commission Guidelines on the
Legal Personality of Religious or Belief Communities was warmly welcomed by a
large number of participating States and civil society representatives alike.

A large number of participants agreed with the introducers that the principle of non-
discrimination is key to successfully ensuring that the right to freedom of thought,
conscience, religion or belief is respected, in conjunction with other human rights.
Some participants expressed strong concerns with discourses that associate particular
religious or belief communities with extremism or terrorism

Many participants noted that this freedom protects theistic, non-theistic and atheistic
beliefs as well as the rights not to profess any religion or belief, and that all should be
afforded equal protection under the law.

A large number of participants from civil society highlighted challenges faced by
some communities, notably with regards to their recognition, the appointment of their
religious leaders, practical matters related to religious property and places of worship,
the choice of religious education, as well as undue control and restrictions on the
publishing, dissemination and contents of religious literature. Many were of the view
that excessive controls lead to a degradation of trust and overall security.

Many participants highlighted the positive role that free and independent media can
play in promoting this freedom, and a large majority of participants highlighted the
need to denounce public manifestations of religious intolerance. Some participants
noted the importance of freedom of expression in a democratic society, including
when discussing matters related to religion or belief. Some participants also called on
States to repeal blasphemy laws.

Both the first introducer and many participants expressed concern at unjustified
restrictions of this freedom and the potential for abuse by participating States of anti-
extremism and counter-terrorism laws. Some expressed concern at excessive
restrictions or requirements, such as providing State authorities with the time, place
and participants of assemblies, including religious ones.
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Through a combination of statements by various participants, a clear sense emerged
that to protect the freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief, there is an
ongoing need to combat Anti-Semitism, discrimination against Muslims,
discrimination against Christians, as well as against other religious or belief
communities, including non-believers.

Some participants highlighted the serious risks to this freedom and issues that arise in
times of armed conflict, including the destruction or illegal seizure of religious
property, the destruction of religious literature, the persecution or torture of
individuals on the basis of their religion or belief, or the persecution of individuals
belonging to religious or belief communities perceived as opposing armed groups or
occupation forces.

The issue of conscientious objection was raised by a number of participants, notably
in the context of military service or in professional fields such as medical services.
Other participants expressed concern at bias in the policies of some States that can
affect the health of women and the services to which they have access.

Many participants stressed the need to protect the dignity and rights of refugees,
including the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States:

- For participating States, to fully implement their human dimension
commitments, including on freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief,
and to do so in light of the inter-linkage of this freedom with other rights such
as freedom of assembly, association and expression.

- For participating States to make use of the various tools and documents
available internationally, such as the OSCE/Venice Commission Joint
Guidelines on the Legal Personality of Religion or Belief Communities and
the OSCE Guidelines on the Protection of Human Rights Defenders.

- For participating States to adopt appropriate measures, in line with
international standards, to allow individuals to practice their faith freely,
including through the recognition of the legal personality of religious or belief
communities.

- For participating States where such issues exist, to address issues pertaining to
religious property, including restitution.

- For participating States to maintain and strengthen efforts to combat Anti-
Semitism, discrimination against Christians, Muslims, as well as against
members of other religious or belief communities, including non-believers.

- For participating States, to support inter-religious and inter-faith dialogue.

- For political, religious and other community leaders to refrain from discourses
and actions that would limit the exercise of this freedom, discriminate or incite
hate against other groups.

- For participating States to repeal blasphemy laws.

- For participating States to amend practices that require the disclosure of one's
religion for access to certain services or exemption from others.

- For participating States to respect the right of the individual to change his or
her religion, or to hold no belief.
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- For OSCE participating States, to ensure that religious communities are able to
peacefully practice their religion without the threat of violence and
persecution.

- For participating States to effectively prevent and disrupt the operation of
extremist or terrorist groups, notably those who target people on the basis of
their religion or belief.

- For OSCE participating States, to cooperate and work closely with ODIHR's
Human Rights and Tolerance and Non-Discrimination Departments to benefit
from their expertise and experience.

- For participating States to ensure the freedom of thought, conscience, religion
or belief of LGBTI persons and to effectively combat hate crimes against
them.

- For participating States to protect the dignity and rights of refugees, including
the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief.

- For participating States to review legislation that may unduly limit or prevent
the establishment of places of worship.

- For participating States to address the issue of conscientious objection.

- For participating States to combat the under-reporting of hate crimes.

- For participating States falling under the jurisdiction of the European Court of
Human Rights to fully implement court decisions related to freedom of
thought, conscience, religion or belief.

Recommendations to OSCE institutions, executive structures and field
operations
- For ODIHR to develop training and education material on how to combat
discrimination against Christians (similar to material previously developed to
combat Anti-Semitism and discrimination against Muslims).
- For ODIHR and the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission in Ukraine to monitor
the state of freedom of religion or belief and to issue a thematic report on this
issue.

Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination I (continued)

Rapporteur: Mr. Davit Knyazyan, Permanent Delegation of the Republic of Armenia
to the OSCE

No. of statements: 41
Delegations: 11

Civil Society: 27

OSCE Inst./Int'l Org: 1/2
Rights of Reply: 12

The Working Session 16 was devoted to the tolerance and non-discrimination issues
with focus on implementation of the OSCE Action Plan on Improving the Situation of
Roma and Sinti. The session was introduced by Ms. Sarita Friman-Korpela,
Ministerial Adviser in the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health of Finland and Mr.
Atanas Stoyanov, Municipal Counsellor in Strazhitsa, Bulgaria.
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Ms. Sarita Friman-Korpela highlighted the recent international efforts to address
situation of Roma and Sinti and the implementation of the OSCE Action Plan. She
introduced main challenges, which Roma and Sinti, in particular women face in the
sphere of political and public participation, including the high rate of their
underrepresentation in politics. Though there was certain progress in enhancing their
political participation at the local and regional level, but their overall realization of the
political rights remains low due to legal and administrative barriers, negative
stereotyping, lack of voter education, registration documents. There is also certain
progress in setting up consultative bodies, but few steps were taken to increase
political participation of Roma and Sinti in electoral bodies. Ms. Friman-Korpela
underlined the need for practical actions at local level, as well as called for more
efforts at national level and pressure from international community to enhance
exercise of political rights by Roma and Sinti, and particularly women both as voters
and candidates.

Mr. Atanas Stoyanov focused his presentation on the Roma and Sinti youth public and
political participation. He presented his own experience of participation in political
life. On that basis he highlighted the challenges, which Roma and Sinti youth
encounter in their daily life, i.e. discrimination, including segregation in education,
discrimination in employment, lack of equal treatment by public servants, hate speech
and challenges in political participation and forced evictions. He underlined the
increased political participation of Roma at European level resulted in the official
recognition of Roma Holocaust by the European Parliament in 2015. They were also
instrumental for the adoption of the European Framework for National Roma
Integration Strategies that lead to the adoption of National Roma Integration strategies
within all EU Member States.

The session received high attention from the civil society. 41 participants made
statements during the session, out of which 11 were from delegations of OSCE
participating States, 27 participants intervened as Non-Governmental Organizations, 2
international organizations and 1 OSCE field operation. 12 OSCE participating States
made use of their right to reply.

A large group of participants highlighted the positive role of adoption of the Council
Conclusions on an EU Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies in 2011,
which has put Roma and Sinti integration onto their political agenda. They have
elaborated and are currently implementing Roma inclusion strategies or sets of policy
measures within their broader social inclusion policies. These policies target in
particular improving access to education, employment, healthcare and housing.
Annual assessment of Roma and Sinti integration strategies shows positive results, but
there is still a lot to be done, in particular on local level.

A number of participants commended the activities of OSCE institutions, notably the
ODIHR Contact Point for Roma and Sinti Issues and the High Commissioner on
National Minorities. They expressed readiness to continue efficient cooperation with
the OSCE institutions.

A number of participating states provided information on the policies and measures
undertaken at the national and local level to implement Roma and Sinti integration
strategies, dynamics of implementation of National Action Plans, including ensuring
realization of human rights of Roma and Sinti people, addressing discrimination and
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negative stereotyping, improving access to quality education and particularly halting
the practice of segregation of Roma children in education, employment and
healthcare, enhancing participation in public and political life. Information was
provided on elaboration of evaluation and assessment mechanisms, activities of
coordinating mechanisms, such as inter-ministerial working groups to implement
Roma and Sinti integration policies.

One participating State stressed the problems of forced evictions without prior
consultation with Roma communities, continuous displacement of Roma people
resulting from conflicts, racist discourse, which fuels discrimination and violence,
property privatization, urban development etc.. It called on participating States to put
an end to practice of segregation in the sphere of education.

Another participating State expressed concern on the situation of the Roma and Sinti
and underlined that it testifies the overall negative situation with rights of national
minorities. In that context the problem of statelessness was raised.

Some participating States presented their good practices of social inclusion of Roma
people, such as launch of Roma outreach process, elimination of incorrect references
to Roma people in the legislation, establishment of research institute of Roma
language and promotion of their culture and history.

Participants from civil society organizations highlighted the challenges, which Roma
and Sinti continue to face in their daily life and underlined in particular the situation
of Roma and Sinti youth. They raised the lack of insufficient and poor implementation
of OSCE commitments. Among those challenges were: continuous segregation of
Roma children in school education, under-representation in public and political life,
lack of access to education, housing, healthcare, unemployment, rise of anti-Roma,
xenophobic and racist discourse, fuelled by right wing parties, violence and
persecution, discrimination of Roma and Sinti women, youth and children, forced
eviction without provision of alternative accommodation, trafficking, early marriages,
social exclusion and marginalisation, lack of registration and identity cards,
discrimination in policing and police violence and refusal to provide compensation for
violated rights, such as the forced sterilization of Roma women in some OSCE
participating States. They demanded from participating States to translate Roma and
Sinti integration strategies and National Action Plans into concrete activities with the
aim to eliminate all forms of discrimination against Roma and Sinti people, engage
Roma and Sinti, including women and youth in consultations and preparation of and
monitoring of the strategies and Action Plans, which affect them, empower Roma
women and youth and encourage their political participation. As means of enhancing
public and political participation of Roma and Sinti people some representatives of
civil society proposed to introduce system of quotas. Several cases of inadequate and
insufficient implementation of relevant international commitments by a number of
participating States were highlighted.

One international organization highlighted the measures undertaken by his respective
organization in the sphere of tackling anti-Roma prejudice, introducing innovative
models for social inclusion of vulnerable Roma, training of judges, prosecutors and
police, elaborating empowerment concepts for young Roma.
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One representative of an OSCE field operation presented situation with regard to
Roma and Sinti people in the host country, highlighting the progress made and
shortcomings.

In exercising their right to reply the OSCE participating States acknowledged the
concerns, expressed by the representatives of civil society organizations and
welcomed the attention of the latter to the needs and expectations of Roma and Sinti
people. They addressed the specific cases of violation of human rights of Roma and
Sinti , highlighted by the representatives of non-governmental organizations and
provided additional clarifications on the policies and measures undertaken by their
respective authorities to implement their international commitments in regard to
Roma and Sinti. A number of allegations raised by the participants from civil society
and other participating States were refuted. Two participating States stressed that
there were attempts to shift the attention from the topic of the session to other issues.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States:

- Encourage and empower Roma and Sinti people, including women and youth
to participate in political and public life and decision-making process,
including through providing training and education.

- Strengthen implementation of commitments under OSCE Action Plan on
improving the Situation of Roma and Sinti, as well as the OSCE Ministerial
Council Decision 4/13 through introducing practical measures, mechanisms
and tools.

- Continue to ensure complementarity of the OSCE Action Plan and the EU
Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies.

- Establish mechanisms to ensure that Roma and Sinti people participate in
elaboration, monitoring and implementation of Roma integration strategies.

- Address the issue of underrepresentation of Roma and Sinti women in public
and political life.

- Take effective policy steps to ensure equal access of Roma and Sinti people to
education, healthcare, housing, employment and social protection.

- Ensure civil registration of Roma and Sinti population and provide them
identity documents.

- Strengthen efforts to prevent segregation of Roma and Sinti children and
youth in the field of education, increase enrolment of Roma children and
youth in state education.

- Take measures to prevent trafficking and labour exploitation of Roma
children.

- Combat negative stereotypes, prejudice and marginalization of Roma and Sinti
and hate crimes against them, address the issue of violent manifestation of
intolerance against Roma and Sinti, including migrants, travellers and
disadvantaged people.

- Mainstream education of the history of Roma and Sinti, including education
and remembrance of the Roma and Sinti genocide.

- Promote culture and art of Roma and Sinti, as well as develop positive
counter-narrative of Roma people.
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Take efficient measures to eradicate all forms of discrimination against Roma
and Sinti people, with particular focus on Roma and Sinti women, youth and
children.

Fight violence against Roma and Sinti women and children, underage and
forced marriages.

Introduce legislative reforms in the sphere of election legislation to ensure fair
competition and equal participation of Roma and Sinti candidates in elections.

Improve collection of disaggregated data in regard to the situation with human
rights of Roma and Sinti with the aim of efficient monitoring and evaluation
of implementation of relevant international commitments, including OSCE
Action Plan.

Enhance co-operation and co-ordination among the international
organizations, with regard to improving the situation of Roma and Sinti.

Continue efficient cooperation with OSCE ODIHR and field operations in
implementation of the OSCE Action Plan.

Recommendations to OSCE institutions, executive structures and field
operations

OSCE ODIHR should continue to streamline in its activities the issues of
discrimination against Roma and Sinti.

OSCE ODIHR should continue to assist the OSCE participating States in
implementation of the OSCE Action Plan on improving the Situation of Roma
and Sinti, as well as the OSCE Ministerial Council Decision 4/13.

OSCE ODIHR should organize trainings for civil society and state institutions
with the aim to exchange best practices of implementation of relevant OSCE
commitments.

OSCE ODIHR should assist the participating States in developing institutional
capacities for strengthening implementation of Roma and Sinti integration
strategies.

OSCE ODIHR should monitor hate speech and anti-Roma rhetoric in
particular during election campaigns.

OSCE ODIHR should enhance participation of Roma and Sinti and
particularly women in election monitoring exercises.

OSCE ODIHR support activities, including trainings for Roma and Sinti, in
particular women aimed at enhancing their political participation.

Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination 11 (continued)
Rapporteur: Mr. John McKane, Delegation of the United States of America to the

OSCE

No. of statements: 46
Delegations: 13

Civil Society: 22

OSCE Inst./Int'l Org: 1
Rights of Reply: 10

62



OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities (HCNM) Astrid Thors opened the
session by reiterating the HCNM’s mandate and focus on the prevention of conflict by
providing early warning and early action in regards to ethnic tensions. HCNM Thors
highlighted her office’s finding that ignoring national minority rights seriously and
fundamentally undermines security in the OSCE region. This was made evident most
recently and most strikingly by the refugee and migration crisis. HCNM Thors said
that xenophobia across the OSCE region is on the rise and nationalism is resurging.
Efforts must be made, HCNM Thors argued, to reduce hate speech by local
engagement, while at the same time not reducing media freedom and freedom of
speech. Over simplification of minorities’ issues and abuse of minority rights leads to
conflict, she said. Abuse of minority rights exposes OSCE participating States to
injustice and instability.

In the coming year, HCNM Thors will promote access to justice as a priority issue
and she encouraged participating States to focus on promoting minorities’ access to
justice, as enshrined in OSCE commitments. HCNM Thors said she will visit various
participating States in the coming year to help countries promote access to justice. She
encouraged participating States to use OSCE tools and practical guidelines to improve
the situation of ethnic minorities and to improve the integration of minority groups
into society. HCNM Thors encouraged a growing willingness to pursue a shared
vision of the future, one in which minorities are represented in law enforcement,
judiciary, and public administration. States that limit access to minority groups are
unstable; strong states recruit and encourage minorities to become judges,
prosecutors, and police officers. HCNM Thors lamented that aggressive, anti-minority
discourse has become the mainstream. The refugee crisis is a perfect example of some
participating States acting in ways contrary to their OSCE commitments. Hate crimes
must be countered with the full force of the law. Access to justice is a fundamental
human right, and inadequate protections and inclusion weakens society and threatens
stability.

HCNM Thors concluded saying that human dimension commitments do not
implement themselves. She welcomed a continued discussion on the subject of
protecting national minorities at an October 29-30 Supplemental Human Dimension
Committee meeting in Vienna.

In the discussion that followed HCNM Thors’ address, participating States expressed
broad support for the work of the HCNM and for the institution. Several participating
States encouraged other States to meet their OSCE commitments and cooperate with
the HCNM, including inviting the HCNM their countries. Full, free, and unrestricted
access was essential to the HCNM’s work. Respect of national minority rights was
highlighted as a key to the integrated security concept of the OSCE. Tolerance was
considered by many to be essential to the development of stable societies.

Throughout their interventions, participating States stressed their national efforts to
promote multilingual, integrated education and to increase the participation of
minorities in political life. Representatives outlined efforts to ensure that minority
candidates are represented in political parties and bodies of government.

Multiple interventions focused on the need for integrated, inclusive, multilingual
education systems. Inclusive and integrated educational systems were essential to
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building tolerance and trust among all groups. Education, it was noted, is critical to
combatting discrimination and violence against ethnic minorities in the OSCE region.
This, combined with equality and the rule of law, was very important to embracing
tolerance and dialogue. Other interventions stressed the need for full participation of
minorities in public, social, and political life, including in policy decision-making
processes.

Numerous participating States’ and civil society interventions focused on concern
over the annexation of part of one participating State by another participating State.
Reports of violence, media shutdowns, expulsions of minority groups, and religious
repression in said region were noted as a major concern. De facto authorities in the
region had not given the HCNM full, free, unrestricted access to the region in
question. One participating State noted its displeasure with a recent OSCE report
concerning said region, saying the report is politicized, biased, and only represents the
opinions of those who authored the report. De facto authorities in multiple conflict
zones, it was noted, had repressed minorities and restricted their rights. Despite
repeated attempts by the Moderator to give the floor to a representative who wished to
make a point of order, another representative refused to stop speaking and was refused
the floor.

Participants noted a disturbing increase of aggressive nationalism, intolerance,
discrimination, racist rhetoric and propaganda, attacks on minorities, and use of laws
and other legal procedures to deny citizenship to minority groups, across the OSCE
region. This nationalism knew no boundaries and anti-minority groups were
coordinating across borders. Many interventions claimed that extremism was on the
rise in many OSCE countries and use of nationalist symbols and slogans was growing.
Xenophobia and aggressive nationalism, they offered, means minority populations are
not safe. It was noted that some participating States that use registration of national
minorities’ organizations as a tool to force organizations to close. Some governments
used official recognition and censuses to marginalize ethnic minorities and limit
social services to minorities.

Some international organizations reminded participants that, in addition to OSCE
commitments and guidelines, minority groups and languages were protected under the
rubric of other international and European mechanisms and human rights
commitments. They noted with concern that, given the global financial crisis,
governments had reduced their financial commitments to tolerance and non-
discrimination mechanisms and bodies. Repatriation and citizenship issues of
minority groups, it was noted, were slow and legally complicated in many
participating States.

HCNM Thors concluded the session by noting the 20th anniversary of the HCNM
Hague Recommendations next year. She reminded participating States that access to
all parts of the OSCE is crucial for the HCNM to discharge its mandate, and called
upon all participating States to ensure that access.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States:

- Participating States should co-operate with and make full use of HCNM’s
expertise, and grant it full access to their territories, to fulfil its mandate;
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- Participating States should develop effective integration strategies for minority
groups, in line with principles of integration and with respect for diversity;

- Participating States should ensure that minority groups have access of the
justice sector;

- Participating States should publish official documentation that is easy to read
and understand, and key legal texts should be translated into minority
languages;

- Participating States should support public education on tolerance;

- Participating States should provide education to all young people, regardless
of language or minority affiliation;

- Participating States should sign and ratify the Framework Convention for the
Protection of National Minorities and the European Charter for Regional or
Minority Languages, and enact adequate legislation to reflect standards on
equality and non-discrimination;

- Participating States should prioritize funding for government bodies and
mechanisms dealing with discrimination, tolerance, and protection of
minorities, in order to protect and integrate national minorities.

Recommendations to OSCE institutions, executive structures and field
operations

- OSCE should increase monitoring in countries of concern, while protecting its
mandate and methodology.

- OSCE should address participating States’ reservations to the Framework
Convention for the Protection of National Minorities;

- OSCE should increase efforts to ensure minority representatives’ access to
justice;

- ODIHR and HCNM should monitor the human rights situation in various
conflict regions of the OSCE region.

Working Session 18: Discussion of human dimension activities (with special
emphasis on project work)

Rapporteur: Mr. Robert Hull, Delegation of the European Union to the OSCE

No. of statements: 8
Delegations: 2

Civil Society: 1
OSCE Inst./Int'l Org:
Rights of Reply: 5

Luc Lietaer, Project Coordinator in ODIHR, opened the session by reminding
participants of the value of OSCE project work not only in assisting states in their
implementation of OSCE commitments but also in helping build confidence among
participating States. Serani Siegel, Senior Evaluator OSCE Office of Internal
Oversight, then provided introductory remarks, focused on the crucial role of
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monitoring, evaluation and learning in OSCE projects and programmes, including in
the human dimension. She explained what constitutes monitoring and evaluation and
the role of OSCE's Office of Internal Oversight. A number of practical examples were
provided on how evaluation supports learning drawn from OSCE programmes on
combatting trafficking in human beings and with National Human Rights Institutions.
Limited resources, limited understanding on how to learn from evaluations, and
limited mainstreaming of evaluation and monitoring into project planning were
identified as challenges within the OSCE, which OIlO is undertaking a number of
initiatives to address. A series of recommendations on how the OSCE can be most
effective in assisting participating States in implementing their human dimension
commitments were offered.

A series of presentations were then made by representatives from OSCE autonomous
Institutions and Field Operations. Officials from the office of the High Commissioner
on National Minorities (HCNM) spoke of their work to assist participating States with
practical measure to implement recommendations made by the HCNM. These
included projects on access to higher education in their mother tongue for persons
belong to national minorities, and language training for officials in municipal
administrations to ensure the implementation of language laws.

The OSCE Mission to Serbia highlighted a broad range of initiatives that it has
conducted covering issues such as criminal justice reform, torture prevention,
women's political participation, UN Security Council Resolution 1325 and domestic
violence. The Deputy Head of Mission also drew attention to joint initiatives with
ODIHR and also with the Representative on Freedom of the Media. Central to the
work of the Mission has been the solid working-level partnerships it enjoys with
Serbian counterparts in the government, independent institutions and civil society.

The OSCE Project Coordinator in Ukraine provided an overview of the way his office
is supporting dialogue in Ukraine. A series of different dialogues have been held this
year and these meetings are a leading form of engagement and cooperation. They
have also provided for the growing participation of civil society. In general he noted
that interest and demand amongst the Ukrainian government and civil society for
projects remains high.

Finally, the OSCE Mission in Bosnhia and Herzegovina provide a short example of its
successful work in assisting state and entity authorities in standardising civil
procedure codes.

A large number of participating States expressed their firm support for the mandate
and activities of the OSCE Executive Structures, in particular the autonomous
institutions of ODIHR, the RFOM and the HCNM. ODIHR's internationally
recognised election observation activities and the vital work undertaken by the RFOM
and HCNM were particularly stressed. The work of the Special Representative on
Combatting Trafficking in Human Beings and the OSCE Gender Section was also
commended. OSCE Executive Structures were encouraged to increase project
evaluation and employ key performance indicators to ensure lessons can be learned
for future work. The importance of the impartially of the work of the autonomous
Institutions was a consistent theme in interventions, so too the importance of their
mandates.
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One delegation expressed its concern that some activities undertaken by OSCE
Executive Structures are, in their individual assessment, outside of the mandates of
these structures. In addition it suggested that other issues and developments are
overlooked. This delegation then proposed a number of issues which it would like the
Executive Structures to work on. This delegation also voiced its displeasure that the
recent joint ODIHR-HCNM "Report of the Human Rights Assessment Mission on
Crimea," did not recognise the annexation of the peninsula, a term which this
delegation finds unacceptable, but instead, in keeping with international practice,
continued to treat Crimea and Sevastopol as part of Ukraine.

From civil society, there was a short intervention presenting an initiative in the South
Caucasus aimed at measuring social cohesion. It noted different situations facing civil
society in the three countries it had engaged in, and the clear recommendation was on
the importance of states engaging with civil society in order for those states to
advance their own democratic and economic progress. This prompted a discussion
amongst two of the three states in question on the treatment of civil society in their
respective countries.

Recommendations to OSCE participating States
e Take advantage of the services offered by OSCE Executive Structures in

enhancing the implementation of commitments, including by facilitating visits and
monitoring missions by the institutions

e Take account of and follow up on recommendations made by the Executive
Structures

e Ensure timely adoption of the OSCE Unified Budget and provide more
predictable extra budgetary contributions, in order to ensure that Executive
Structures can properly plan their activities in good time

Recommendations to OSCE institutions and field operations
e Coordinate closely with each other and with other relevant international actors,

such as the Council of Europe and the UN, to learn from each other’s experiences,
avoid duplication and bolster the impact of activities

e Executive Structures should continue to improve the evaluation of their projects,
including by using key performance indicators

e When designing projects and activities, Executive Structures should foster close
collaboration with civil society

e Be responsive to the needs expressed by the host country. National legislation,
strategies and policies adopted in a democratic, transparent and legitimate manner
provide a framework for OSCE work.
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IV. COMPILATION OF WRITTEN RECOMMENDATIONS*

*As submitted by the participants during HDIM. This does not constitute an
endorsement by ODIHR.

Monday, 21 September 2015
Opening plenary session

Recommendations to participating States

European Union (EV):

e We call on Russia to cease the illegal annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol
and to use its influence over the separatists to meet their Minsk commitments
in full.

e the abduction of Estonian police officer E. Kohver by the Russian Security
Services on Estonian territory, his subsequent illegal detention and conviction
constitute a clear violation of international law. The EU calls for his
immediate release

e We call on Russia to respect its international commitments and release
without further delay all illegally detained Ukrainian citizens

e The EU calls upon the government of Belarus to take the next steps and carry
out a comprehensive review of relevant legislation, policies and practices to
ensure its full compliance with international human rights obligations,
responsibilities and commitments.

e We also call on Azerbaijan to abide by its international obligations to respect
human rights and fundamental freedoms and implement reforms to guarantee
the rule of law, an independent judiciary and access to fair trials for all

e We call on Azerbaijan to engage in discussions with ODIHR on how ODIHR
can provide assistance to Azerbaijan in the implementation of its election-
related and other OSCE commitments.

Recommendations to the OSCE

Russian Federation:
L] 3aI_I_[I/ITa XpHCTHaH JOJIDKHA CTaThb BaXHBIM HaHpaBJ’ICHI/ICM JCATCIIBHOCTU

OBCE, napsay ¢ npemoTBpalleHUEM AHTUCEMHTHU3Ma W HETEPIUMOCTH B
OTHOILEHUU MYCYJIbMaH.

Monday, 21 September 2015
Working session 1: Fundamental freedoms I, including: Address by the OSCE

Representative on Freedom of the Media; Freedom of expression, free media and
information

68



Recommendations to participating States

Canada:

e to fully respect their OSCE commitments and international obligations with
regards to the rights to freedoms of association, peaceful assembly and
expression, both online and offline.

e to ensure that limits to freedom of expression are prescribed by law,
transparent and demonstrably justifiable as reasonable limits in a free and
democratic society.

European Union (EV):

e Take urgent steps, including reviewing and revising existing legislation and
practices, to improve the implementation of the commitments made on
freedom of expression

e Recognize that freedom of expression is a key component of the concept of
comprehensive security by putting it at the forefront of OSCE discussions,
including in Ministerial Council preparations

e Draw on the expertise of the Representative on Freedom of the Media and
engaging constructively on issues of concern while respecting her mandate

France:

e |t is the primary responsibility of governments to protect journalists and allow
them to go about their work independently, without obstacle. That involves
combating impunity for the perpetrators of violence. Governments need to
systematically investigate, apprehend and prosecute those responsible.

e |t is our common responsibility to update our commitments to protect the
freedom of expression that was hard-won and was proclaimed by our
predecessors at the outset of our Organization. The OSCE Belgrade
Conference on the Safety of Journalists this June was a first step which we
need to build upon.

United Kingdom:

e There is no logical or principled reason why participating States should be
unable to agree language on this [freedom of expression and free media]
important issue at the OSCE when they already done so at the United Nations.
We therefore call on participating States to reflect seriously and to come to the
Belgrade Ministerial Council ready to show resolve and adopt a Ministerial
decision that brings OSCE commitments in line with those already agreed in
other international fora.

Switzerland:

La Suisse souhaite formuler les deux recommandations suivantes concernent la liberté
des médias et la protection des journalistes:
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Premiérement, nous recommandons & tous les Etats participants d’oeuvrer
davantage a la protection des journalistes et des collaborateurs des médias en
reconnaissant leur role fondamental comme piliers de nos démocraties. Il est
¢galement primordial que nous reconnaissions I’impact de leur travail sur
I’exercice de nos droits, en particulier de notre droit a la liberté d’expression.
Deuxiémement, nous recommandons a tous les Etats participants de s’associer
de maniére constructive a I’initiative prise par la présidence serbe de présenter
au Conseil ministériel de Belgrade un projet de décision visant a renforcer la
protection des journalistes.

Association of Internet Service Providers of Tajikistan:

The Government of the Republic of Tajikistan:

will take all necessary measures to cease, with immediate effect, the
indiscriminate and illegal blocking of access to Internet websites within its
jurisdiction;

will instruct the working group under the National Centre for Legislation
under the President of Tajikistan to resume its work on the regulation of illegal
content in the Internet with a view to create within a given deadline a legal
basis which allows, in line with national and international legislation and best
practice, to prevent access to illegal content in the Internet;

will establish two multi-stakeholders working groups tasked to review the
existing legal and regulatory frameworks for broadcasting and
telecommunication services with the objective to draw up proposals for the
speedy creation of two separate and truly independent regulatory authorities
by taking into account best international standards for independent
telecommunication and broadcasting regulatory authorities.

Freedom House:

Reject draconian restrictions on individuals and outlets, except those
absolutely necessary to address imminent threats of violence and war;

Support programs to make citizens more informed media consumers, enabling
them to identify and scrutinize propagandistic messages on their own;

Support the training of independent and citizen journalists in investigative
journalism and reporting, including through exchanges of experience and
knowledge;

Increase support for existing and new international public service news and
information services, including those supported by government and non-
government sources, that focus on transparent and objective reporting of
current events;

Support the development of independent media, especially local and
community-driven media, to ensure that local-, regional-, national-, and
international-level issues are covered consistently, transparently, and from
diverse angles;

Support and enable initiatives that seek to dispel myths and rumours as well as
debunk propaganda, especially those led by civil society groups, such as the
pioneering Stopfake.org in Ukraine;
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e Support new initiatives to bolster demand among Russian speakers for
impartial, accurate news, including exposés and investigations of corruption
and abuses of power; and creative and educational entertainment, including
satire.

Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty:
To Azerbaijan:

e On behalf of RFE/RL, | want to reiterate that the charges against her [Khadija
Ismayilova] have no basis in law: they are punishment for her reporting and
we call for her immediate release.

To Turkmenistan:

e On behalf of RFE/RL, I call for Mr. Nepeskuliev’s immediate release, and
condemn Turkmenistan’s attempts to silence RFE/RL, in violation of its
OSCE commitments.

Western Thrace Minority University Graduates Association:
Calls upon the Greek State:

e To respect the right to freedom of expression and free media to protect
pluralism in the society and enrich the diversity of opinion in the media,
especially for the disadvantageous groups and minorities.

e To reconsider and revise the related legislation and ensure the equality
principle for the every segments of the society, including the Turkish Minority
of Western Thrace.

e To eliminate disparities between minority media and mainstream media in the
application of legislation and in judicial process.

Recommendations to the OSCE:

Canada:

e to continue her efforts to provoke reflection and actions of participating States
on how freedom of expression and media freedom can be advanced through
the internet.

e to continue to bring implementation issues to the attention of participating
States, with a focus on egregious and violations of freedom of expression,
freedom of the media and the safety of journalists.

Tuesday, 22 September 2015

Working session 2 (specifically selected topic): Challenges to the enjoyment of
fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age of new information and
communication technologies, including the respect for privacy
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Recommendations to participating States

Armenia:

We would like to submit a relevant recommendation to the participating States:

To refrain from persecuting journalists and civil society representatives
involved in the confidence building measures in the conflict related
environment.

Ensure the ability of independent media to investigate issues of public interest,
such as corruption and to publish the results of that investigation without fear
of prosecution, persecution or physical harm.

Canada:

to fully respect their OSCE commitments and international obligations with
regards to the rights of freedoms of association, peaceful assembly and
expression, both online and offline;

to repeal laws that seek to restrict media and stifle opposition voices online;

to cease backing online propaganda operations aimed at fomenting hate
against other States or particular groups or individuals.

European Union (EV):

Ensure that all human rights that are to be safeguarded offline are effectively
protected online, in particular, but not limited to, the right to freedom of
opinion and expression and the right to privacy.

Ensure that the legislation and procedures of pS regarding lawful surveillance
of communications and data retention respect international human rights
standards, more specific the principles of the rule of law, legitimate purpose,
non-arbitrariness, effective oversight, and transparency.

Ensure unhindered, uncensored and non-discriminatory access and preserve
openness to ICTs and online services for all, in accordance with international
human rights standards.

Ensure the participation of civil society and continue working towards
maintaining and strengthening multi-stakeholder participation in Internet
governance.

European Foundation for Democracy:

establish effective mechanisms and closer cooperation to tackle online
radicalisation;

ensure that social media companies respect national laws against incitement to
religious hatred and violence;

cooperate with social media companies to prevent their platforms from being
used to disseminate propaganda, hatred and violent content;

ensure that the laws which underpin our civil society are upheld online too in
order to deter extremists and thereby send out a clear message about
safeguarding European values;
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e establish closer dialogue with different communities, NGOs and experts
working on the ground with the aim of creating consistent and coherent
counter narrative messages;

e avoid cooperating with NGOs and groups and organisations representing
extremist and religious ideologies and identify new partners within different
communities;

e cooperate with social media companies to develop and communicate effective
and comprehensive counter narrative messaging against terrorist and extremist
groups.

Recommendations to the OSCE:

Armenia:

e to the OSCE Representative on the Freedom of the Media to promote of
regional cooperation and confidence building between free media.

Canada:

e to fully integrate and reflect an online perspective in their work for the
protection and promotion of OSCE Human Dimension commitments.

Tuesday, 22 September 2015

Working session 3 (specifically selected topic): Challenges to the enjoyment of
fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age of new information and
communication technologies, including the respect for privacy (continued)

Recommendations to participating States

United States of America:

e We urge all participating States to respect the exercise of human rights and
fundamental freedoms by individuals, including through new technologies
such as the Internet, mobile networks and social media tools.

Russia:

e Bo wu3bexanue 37m0ynoTpeOICHU TNpPU HCMOIB30BAHUU  CIEIUATBHBIX
MporpaMM M MPOU3BOJCTBE MPOTPaAaMMHOIO OOecleyeHHUs] MpU3bIBaeM BCe
rocynapctBa OBCE 00beANHHUTD YCHUIIHS W MPOIOIDKUTH pa3paboTKy OOIIMX
MOJXO/0OB MO YKPEIUIEHUIO Mep JOBEpUS M IO PETryJIUPOBAHUIO CETHU
HuTtepner.

Set My People Free:

e Do not forget Charlie Hebdo.
e Do not forget the price they paid.
¢ Do not forget the agony their friends and families went through.
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Do not forget it was an attack on our basic right for freedom.

Do not forget it was against the foundation of democracy, freedom of speech.
Do Stand for freedom of speech.

Do not forget Without freedom of speech there is no freedom.

Tuesday, 22 September 2015
Side Event: Extinguishing the Flame of Propaganda with Media Freedom and
Pluralism (Tuesday, 22 Sep, 08:00)

Recommendations to participating States

Lithuania:

Compilation of recommendations on measures to combat and address the negative
effects of propaganda

Ensure media plurality and free media as an antidote to propaganda

Refrain from introducing new restrictions; existing laws can deal with extreme
propaganda

Invest in media literacy for citizens to make informed choices

Reform state media into genuine public service broadcasting

Develop, maintain, and implement journalistic and media standards and ethics
Support independent media with financial and technical assistance, in
particular analytical media, to narrow the gap between journalists and
“microphone holders.”

Include civil society in media regulation bodies to share the burden and
pressure, as well as to include an additional perspective

Develop and support myth-busting initiatives and networks to confront and
expose propaganda

Establish and support a Russian-language news agency to provide news
content that complies with journalistic standards

Establish a center for media excellence to serve as a focal point to collect and
share information about resources available to journalists and media as well as
market research

Support prosecuted journalists with moral and material assistance to enable
them to continue their work, having in mind that in some cases the support
must be given very carefully, so as not to make the prosecuted journalist even
more trouble

Engage with private sector actors, such as Internet companies, to encourage
them to support civil society, authentic journalism, and independent media
Establish early warning mechanisms to identify the emergence and growth of
propaganda and propagandistic messages as a way to warn about the
emergence of conflict

Support efforts to deconstruct conflict-oriented media discourse

Address the role of privately owned and controlled media in propaganda given
their frequent role in generating and spreading propagandistic messages
Address the role of the Internet and Internet resources in generating and
spreading propagandistic messages
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Focus on the role of entertainment media such as films, television, and video
games as vehicles for propaganda and propagandistic messages as well as
opportunities to combat and address the negative effects of propaganda
Improve transparency of OSCE institutions and mechanisms to shine light on
actors opposing efforts to improve implementation of OSCE freedom of
expression and media freedom commitments, including the mandate of the
Representative on Freedom of the Media, by, for example, opening meetings
and events such as the Permanent Council to journalists and increasing the
online streaming of OSCE events and meetings

Identify and implement ways to publicly and morally sanction journalists that
engage in propaganda.

Address cases of journalism being replaced by propagandistic messages
through existing mechanisms and judicial proceedings in accordance with
domestic and international law.

Develop a definition of propaganda in conjunction with OSCE Representative
on Freedom of the Media, the Council of Europe’s Special Rapporteur on
Freedom of the Media, and the UN’s Special Rapporteur on Freedom of the
Media to establish a consensus definition that appropriately balances security
and human rights and can be used in legal proceedings.

Support independent national-level media operating in exile by host countries
and the international community given its knowledge and understanding of the
national context.

Given that propaganda coming from an individual country is often oriented
towards internal and external consumption, consider all potential target
audiences when designing and implementing measures to combat propaganda.
Stop manipulating media; stop information and psychological wars.

Ensure media plurality and free media as an antidote to propaganda.

Refrain from introducing new restrictions; existing laws can deal with extreme
propaganda.

Invest in media literacy for citizens to make informed choices.

Reform state media into genuine public service broadcasting.

Set up a Content Factory to encourage independent actors to produce, share
and distribute high-quality non-news programming on television and online,
with particular emphasis on content that reflects local issues and local lives
(this is a sister recommendation to a news agency).

Set up a Multimedia Distribution Platform that ensures content generated by
the news exchange and content factory reaches the widest possible audience. It
should consist of a pan-regional brand that fronts traditional, linear channel of
television output across various platforms and content segments available for
consumption on demand, and finally as a supporting mechanism to all these
proposals.

Establish a Basket Fund to provide a critical mass of funding for the
recommendations as well as to enable better coordination among donors.

Wednesday, 23 September 2015

Working session 4: Fundamental freedoms | (continued), including: Freedom of
peaceful assembly and association; National human rights institutions and the role
of civil society in the protection of human rights; Human rights education
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Recommendations to participating States

European Union (EV):

Avoid the excessive use of force in the policing of demonstrations and
assemblies.

Adopt laws and policies that clearly establish a presumption in favour of
holding assemblies

In accordance with OSCE commitments, permit organisations and individuals
associated with them to seek, receive, manage and administer financial support
from domestic, foreign and international entities without undue restrictions.
Allow organisations the freedom to maintain contacts and co-operate with
members of organisations within and outside the countries where they are
based, as well as with foreign governments and international organisations.
Encourage regular dialogue with civil society both at a national level and at
the OSCE.

Take advantage of tools such as the ODIHR/Venice Commission guidelines
on Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Freedom of Association.

Extend invitations to ODIHR as part of their cycle of assembly monitoring in
selected participating States

Netherlands:

The Netherlands is concerned by restrictions of the freedom of assembly and
association within the OSCE region. We notice barriers to registering NGO’s,
barriers to funding and resources as well as barriers to organize and assemble.
In  Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Russia,
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey laws, regulations and practices restrict
either one or both of these freedoms. We therefore urge all these participating
States to implement their OSCE commitments and guarantee the rights to
freedom of association and assembly. It is important that we can openly
discuss the implementation of these rights, including with our civil society
partners and we appreciate that HDIM provides many opportunities to do this.

We therefore urge the Parliament as well as the President of Kyrgyzstan to
guarantee the rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly of all
people, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity

Switzerland:

La Suisse appelle tous les Etats de la région a reconnaitre, assumer et respecter
leurs obligations en ce qui concerne le droit de réunion pacifique et
d’association. Elle les invite, pour ce faire, a mettre activement a profit
I’expertise et les outils mis a disposition par le BIDDH.

Les défenseurs des droits de 1’homme et tous ceux qui s’engagent
individuellement ou en groupe pour faire valoir leur voix, en particulier si
celle-ci est critique face aux autorités au pouvoir, doivent étre protégés et
soutenus. Nous encourageons des lors les institutions pertinentes de ’OSCE
ainsi que tous les Etats a qui, selon le droit international, incombe la
responsabilité de protéger des DDH, a maintenir le dialogue avec les
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défenseurs des droits de I’homme et a leur apporter un soutien adapté a leur
situation et a leurs besoins.

Council of Europe:
OSCE participating States are encouraged:

e to sign and ratify the Additional Protocol to the Council of Europe’s
Convention on Cybercrime, on the criminalisation of acts of a racist and
xenophobic nature committed through computer systems.

e to allocate sufficient resources to national independent bodies entrusted with
the fight against racism and intolerance.

Member States of the Council of Europe are once more encouraged:

e to sign and ratify Protocol No. 12 to the European Convention on Human
Rights, which provides for the general prohibition of discrimination.

e to enact legislation against racism and racial discrimination, if such legislation
does not already exist or is incomplete; they are also encouraged to ensure that
such legislation reflects the key elements in ECRI’s General Policy
Recommendation No. 7, including the setting up of an independent body
specialised in the fight against racism and racial discrimination; moreover,
they are encouraged to ensure that this legislation is applied effectively.

Amnesty International:

e We [therefore] urge the government of Uzbekistan to immediately and
publicly condemn the use of torture and other ill-treatment and issue an
immediate invitation to the UN Special Rapporteur on torture to undertake a
fact-finding visit.

e We call on all other OSCE member states as a matter of priority to urge
Uzbekistan to stop the practice of torture and to permit UN Special Procedures
to visit Uzbekistan.

Recommendations to the authorities of Uzbekistan:

e Take meaningful steps to fully address the concerns and effectively implement
all the recommendations of the UN Special Rapporteur on torture, Committee
Against Torture and the Human Rights Committee;

¢ Issue a standing invitation to the Special Procedures of the UN Human Rights
Council, and facilitate a country visit in particular by the Special Rapporteur
on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment;

¢ Immediately and publicly condemn the use of torture and other ill-treatment;

e Bring domestic law into full compliance with Uzbekistan's international
obligations regarding the absolute prohibition against torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. In particular, the Uzbekistani
Criminal Code and Criminal Procedure Code must be amended to define
torture as established in the UN Convention against Torture and explicitly
prohibit any confession extracted under torture from being admitted as
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evidence in criminal and other proceedings, except as evidence of abuse in a
case against an alleged perpetrator;

Issue and ensure the implementation of rules to ensure that all judges at every
level are instructed regarding the proper actions to take and procedures to
follow to determine whether confessions and/or other evidence submitted by
prosecutors in criminal proceedings and by any state actor in any other
proceeding have been extracted by the use of torture or other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment;

Establish an effective system of independent, unannounced inspection and
supervision of all places of detention by competent, independent and impartial
bodies;

Initiate prompt, impartial and comprehensive investigations of all complaints
of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment of any
person subjected to any form of arrest, detention or imprisonment, as well as
when there are reasonable grounds to believe that the torture or ill-treatment
has occurred even if no complaint has been made;

Cease the practice of secretly filming suspects during interrogations and using
the secretly recorded video footage as evidence in criminal cases as such
practice compromises a suspect’s right against self-incrimination and to be
presumed innocent until found guilty in fair proceedings in a court of law.

European Confederation of Police:

calls upon the EU and its Member States:

to respect and enforce the values and rights encompassed by the Charter of
Fundamental Rights and the Social Charter and help build knowledge and
understanding of their tenets amongst police forces across Europe

European Organisation of Military Association (EUROMIL):

to allow members of the armed forces to join a professional association or a
trade union representing their interests;

to consult military associations or unions on issues concerning the conditions
of service of members of the armed forces and engage with them in a
regulated social dialogue;

to lift any restriction on freedom of association that is not prescribed by law,
necessary, proportionate and non-discriminatory;

to forbid disciplinary actions against members of the armed forces in
connection with their participation in activities of lawfully established military
associations.

Freedom House:

urges the Belarusian government, as a participating State to the Helsinki Accords, to
demonstrate that it is acting in good faith and implementing a comprehensive reform
to support and advance the fundamental freedoms of association, assembly, and
expression, by taking, among others, such concrete and immediate steps:

expunge the criminal record of all former political prisoners;
78



remove the detrimental Article 193.1 of the Criminal Code and allow civic
activists to defend and advocate for fundamental rights and freedoms without
fear of reprisal, notwithstanding organization’s registration status;

simplify registration and reporting procedures for nongovernmental
organizations;

repeal statutory limitations on the ability of nongovernmental organizations,
registered or not, to receive funding from abroad,;

cease persecution of freelancing journalists, especially those covering socio-
political issues, by frivolously applying Article 22.9 of the Law on Mass
Media and other laws;

repeal the administratively punishable statutory requirement of state
accreditation for journalists of foreign media outlets, following the 2008
recommendations of the Office of the OSCE Representative on Freedom of
the Media.

Human Rights Educational Centre, Belarus:

I[Ipocum BJIUIIY, OBCE, EC, CoBer EBpombl, Ha ¢oOHE TEHISHIIUU
«TIOTETICHUs» OTHOILIEHUI Mexay BiacTsamu bemapycu u EBpomnoii, yoenuthb
Anekcannpa Jlykamenko npuHATh S-netHud «Haumonansubii Ilnan B
obnactu IIpaB Yenoeka»

Human Rights Movement "'Bir Duino-Kyrgyzstan™':

To Kyrgyzstan:

There is a need for continuous objective monitoring of assemblies by
independent observers in order to monitor the following aspects: the level of
compliance of state bodies and officials with the law on peaceful assemblies,
implementation of the law, the provision of objective information about the
real situation in this area, existing problems, the mobilization and involvement
of civil society in the active advocacy and lobbying to improve the situation.
Termination of excessive restrictions on media. In particular, the authorities
should take measures to provide space for the independent and opposition
media, so that it can work openly, and to refrain from censoring or blocking
websites because they contain information that state authorities disagree with
or that they do not like.

Adopt regulations and improve the legislative framework to ensure the
expansion of the number of representatives of different ethnic communities in
the personnel of law enforcement agencies. State Agency for the Local
Government and Inter-Ethnic Relations of the Government of the Kyrgyz
Republic during the monitoring process in the sphere of inter-ethnic relations
has to pay enough attention to representation of ethnic minorities in the police,
created at the level of local government (district, regional) providing a system
for early detection of contradictions and conflict prevention of different
character which can turn into ethnic conflict.

Consider the possibility of creating in the Prosecutor's Office, Interior
Ministry and other government bodies, sectors (departments, special positions)
to monitor the situation with the implementation of legislation in the sphere of
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interethnic relations; provide an impartial application of the law, prevent
ethnic discrimination, improve the system of legal protection of people
belonging to ethnic communities, in conformity with international
commitments.

e In accordance with the article 14, para. 3 a) and f) of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, article 5, para. 2 and article 6, para. 3
e) of the European Convention on Human Rights, rules and laws governing
the use of language in legal proceedings should provide that investigation and
court documents that have to be given to a suspect, as well as other
participants in the proceedings, upon request, have to be translated into the
native language of a participant of criminal proceedings or into a language
which he/she understands. The new editions of the Code of Criminal
Procedure of the Kyrgyz Republic, the law “On Enforcement Proceedings”,
the Criminal Code of the Kyrgyz Republic and other laws should include these
norms. Also, the services of an interpreter in criminal proceedings should be
provided free of charge.

e Reform of law enforcement bodies, increase their capacity to eradicate
prejudice against the local communities, intolerance to discrimination, develop
skills and competencies to work in a multinational environment. The ability to
harmonize interethnic relations should be put at the heart of their activities
because it would help to keep national unity, preserve cultural heritage and
ethnic diversity of the country. Independent monitoring institute/person/s of
law enforcement agencies should be introduced in order to monitor their
compliance with common standards of professional work in improving inter-
ethnic situation.

e Develop and implement a government-level program to increase the capacity
of law enforcement bodies to manage ethnic diversity, including the
development of monitoring skills and analysis of ethnic processes. Ethnic
issues should be included in the planning of local and national development
strategies. Rules and regulations should be developed according to which
inalienable ethno-cultural rights and needs would be realized.

e Provide support for the initiatives of civil society, ethnic, youth, other
communities, aimed at creating and strengthening the credibility of law
enforcement authorities in a multicultural environment, promoting national
unity through improvement of interethnic relations, preservation of cultural
heritage and ethnic diversity of the country.

e |t is necessary to conduct a comprehensive review of the law on religion, to
bring it in conformity with the Constitution of the Kyrgyz Republic and
international standards. It is necessary to ensure cooperation between all
public officials, including the State Agency for Religious Affairs, civil society,
recognized local and international experts in the field of religion and, of
course, representatives of religious organizations. It is necessary to eliminate
the complex and often not feasible procedures for registration, facilitate, and
not complicate reporting process.

International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), France:

In view of the situation of human rights defenders in the OSCE area, the Observatory
for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders urges OSCE Participating States to:
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Guarantee in all circumstances the physical and psychological integrity of
human rights defenders in the OSCE Participating States;

Put an end to the continuous repression and harassment of human rights
defenders and their organisations;

Release immediately and unconditionally all human rights defenders since
their detention is arbitrary and only aims at sanctioning their human rights
activities;

Carry out immediate, thorough, impartial and transparent investigations into
the threats, attacks and acts of intimidation mentioned above, in order to
identify all those responsible and sanction them according to the law;

Fully recognise the vital role of defenders in the promotion and consolidation
of democracy and the rule of law;

Review their national legislation to conform with international and regional
human rights instruments, in particular regarding freedoms of association and
assembly;

Comply with the provisions of the OSCE/ODIHR Guidelines on Human
Rights Defenders, the joint OSCE/ODIHR and Venice Commission
Guidelines on Freedom of Association and of the Declaration on Human
Rights Defenders, adopted on December 9, 1998 by the United Nations
General Assembly;

With respect to the implementation of the OSCE/ODIHR Guidelines on Human
Rights Defenders, the Observatory also calls upon OSCE Participating States:

to develop protection mechanisms both nationally and in third-countries,
through their diplomatic representations, in coordination, where required, with
mechanisms that already exist on the basis of the EU, Swiss and Norwegian
Guidelines

to make public pledges on their commitment to implement the OSCE/ODIHR
Guidelines

to systematically raise cases of violations of the Guidelines within the
framework of the OSCE weekly Permanent Council in Vienna, and ensure
regular follow-up.

International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR):

The authorities of Kazakhstan should:

Take concrete and effective measures to implement the recommendations
made by the UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of peaceful assembly and of
association in the outcome report on his mission to Kazakhstan in January
2015.

Bring existing legislation and practice on freedom of association and assembly
into line with Kazakhstan’s international human rights obligations; ensure that
any new legislation that is adopted fully complies with these requirements;
and consult and cooperate closely with civil society on reforming and
improving relevant law and practice.

Ensure that no one is arrested, charged or convicted for exercising their rights
to freedom of expression, association and assembly; and immediately and
unconditionally release all those who are held on such grounds. As long as
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Vladimir Kozlov, Aron Atabek and Vadim Kurasmhin remain in prison,
protect their safety and well-being and ensure that they are not penalized for
alleged violations of prison rules as a form of retaliation.

Safeguard the right to freedom of association of trade unions and political
parties and ensure that such organizations are not denied registration or closed
down in violation of international human rights standards.

The authorities of Kyrgyzstan should:

Reject the draft law on ”foreign agents” due to its inconsistency with
Kyrgyzstan’s national and international human rights obligations.

Refrain from using rhetoric that stigmatizes and discredits NGOs and their
representatives; acknowledge the importance of their work; and ensure that
they can carry out their work without hindrance and fear, irrespective of their
sources of funding or the issues they address.

Uphold the right of lawyers to integrity and confidentiality of their work and
ensure that all court decisions relating to the March 2015 searches of the office
of Bir Duino and the homes of its lawyers are effectively implemented.

Carry out a new, full, independent and impartial investigation into the case of
human rights defender Azimjan Askarov, including his allegations of torture
and other human rights violations, and release him pending such an
investigation due to the failure to protect his rights and grant him a fair trial
upon his arrest in 2010.

The authorities of Tajikistan should:

Ensure that the new legislation on NGO funding is not implemented so as to
impede the access to funding of NGOs; and revise this legislation in
accordance with the recommendations of civil society and international human
rights experts to ensure that it safeguards the right to freedom of association.
Refrain from undue interference into the work of NGOs and ensure that NGOs
can operate freely and are not sanctioned or closed down on arbitrary grounds,
in violation of Tajikistan’s obligations under international human rights law.
Bring the provisions of the Law on Assemblies into compliance with
international human rights standards and promote an enabling environment in
practice for the exercise of the right to freedom of assembly.

Revise the Law on the Bar and the Practice of Law in accordance with the
recommendations of national and international experts and refrain from
adopting any further provisions undermining the independence of the legal
profession. Ensure that no lawyer is arrested, charged or imprisoned in
retaliation for his or her work.

Ensure that political opposition parties can carry out their activities without
hindrance.

The authorities of Turkmenistan should:

Request international experts to review the Law on Public Associations and
the Law on Assemblies in the light of Turkmenistan’s international human
rights obligations and amend these laws in full accordance with the
recommendations received.
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Ensure that NGOs and political parties that are independent from state
structures may obtain legal status in a fair and transparent process and carry
out their activities without undue interference.

Allow peaceful, spontaneous protests to take place without repercussions for
the organizers and participants.

Put an end to intimidation and harassment of independent journalists, civil
society activists and others who dare to criticize government policies.
Immediately release all individuals who have been detained on politically
motivated grounds; and disclose the fate of those who have disappeared in
prison.

The authorities of Uzbekistan should:

Take concrete and effective measures to implement the recommendations
made by the UN Human Rights Committee with respect to safeguarding
freedom of expression, association and assembly.

Enable independent human rights NGOs to obtain legal status and carry out
their work without hindrance; allow peaceful assemblies to take place without
undue interference; and stop intimidating and harassing human rights
defenders, journalists and dissidents.

Release all those who have been imprisoned in retaliation for their peaceful
exercise of freedom of expression, association and assembly; and put an end to
the practice of arbitrarily prolonging the expiring sentences of “inconvenient”
individuals because of alleged violations of prison rules.

Ensure the safety and well-being of those in prison and thoroughly and
impartially investigate all allegations of torture and ill-treatment of prisoners
and bring those responsible to justice.

Set My People Free:

Education. Encouraging countries and the international media to make UDHR
known and the human rights values systemically presented! Required to be
tough in schools an to government employes. Speaking out collectively
against any breach. To blame and shame any breach the UDHR. There should
be no justification.

Measuring Stick. Using UDHR as measuring stick for their values and practice
of HR to allow individuals or organisation or countries to be part of councils,
panels or comities in the OSCE, UN and other international institutions on
human rights.

Boycotting. To have a mechanism to boycott countries which breach human
rights.

Western Thrace Minority University Graduates Association:

calls upon the Greek State:

To respect and implement the provisions of the international human rights
instruments in which the freedom of assembly and association is safeguarded.
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To ensure that the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association is
enjoyed by the whole society, either individually or as a group, without
discrimination and restriction on the basis of ethnic or social origin,

To repeal any restrictions on the right to freedom of association discriminating
against Turkish minority of Western Thrace,

To recognize and take positive measures to implement the decisions of the
European Court of Human Rights,

To respect the Turkish Minority’s self-identification and repeal its decisions
regarding the banning of Turkish associations,

To facilitate dialogue with the Turkish Minority’s decision making bodies on
the related issues to build trust towards the authorities.

Recommendations to the OSCE chairmanship

International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), France:

With respect to the implementation of the OSCE/ODIHR Guidelines on
Human Rights Defenders, the Observatory also calls upon the OSCE
Chairmanship to nominate an OSCE Personal Representative on the situation
of human rights defenders, who could be in charge of:

- monitoring the implementation of the Guidelines;

- raise individual cases of violations with national governments

- undertake country visits

- publish periodic reports

Recommendations to the OSCE institutions

Switzerland:

Les défenseurs des droits de I’homme et tous ceux qui s’engagent
individuellement ou en groupe pour faire valoir leur voix, en particulier si
celle-ci est critique face aux autorités au pouvoir, doivent étre protégés et
soutenus. Nous encourageons des lors les institutions pertinentes de ’OSCE
ainsi que tous les Etats a qui, selon le droit international, incombe la
responsabilité de protéger des DDH, a maintenir le dialogue avec les
défenseurs des droits de I’homme et a leur apporter un soutien adapté a leur
situation et a leurs besoins.

Council of Europe:

OSCE institutions are encouraged to continue their co-operation in the fight
against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, antisemitism and
intolerance with the Council of Europe, and in particular ECRI, by further
strengthening mechanisms enabling the exchange of information and data to
support common action.

Human Rights Educational Centre, Belarus:

[Ipocum BJIMITY, OBCE nponomkaTh TeMy «IIpOCBEUICHHE B 00JIAaCTH IpaB
YeJI0OBEKAY.
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I[MIpocum BAUIIY, OBCE, EC, Coer EBpomnbl, Ha ¢oHEe TEHACHIUU
«OTETUICHUs» OTHOIIEHUI Mexny BiacTsaMu bemapycu u EBponoit, yoeauts
Anekcannpa Jlykamenko npuHATh S-netHud «Hamumonansubiii Ilnan B
obmactu [IpaB UenoBekay.

Recommendations to international organizations

Human Rights Educational Centre, Belarus:

IIpocum BIAUITY, OBCE, EC, CoBer EBponbl, Ha (oHEe TEHIACHIIUU
«TIOTETICHUs» OTHOILIEHUI Mexay BiacTsamu benapycu u EBponoii, yoenuthb
Anekcannpa Jlykamenko npuHATh S-netHud «Haumonaneubeii Ilnan B
obnactu IIpaB Yenoeka»

Wednesday, 23 September 2015

Working session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination I, including:

Address by the OSCE Special Representative/Senior Adviser on Gender
Issues;

Equal opportunity for women and men in all spheres of life, including
through implementation of the OSCE Action Plan for the Promotion of
Gender Equality;

Prevention of violence against women and children

Recommendations to participating States

United States of America:

We commend the Czech Republic for taking steps toward compensating
Romani women who were forcibly sterilized and encourage other participating
States to investigate and seek to rectify any similar incidents.

The use of rape as a weapon of war must stop. [...] We urge all states to step
up efforts to ensure that perpetrators are held accountable for this heinous
crime.

The United States encourages participating States to cooperate with the Office
of Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, the OSCE Senior Advisor on
Gender Issues, and the Chairmanship’s Special Representative on Gender
Issues, Melanne Verveer. We support an Addendum to the 2004 Action Plan
for the Promotion of Gender Equality and look forward to its adoption at the
OSCE ministerial in Belgrade.

Armenia;:

Women residing in conflict areas should be involved in confidence building
measures.

Participating states should refrain from persecuting women for taking part in
confidence building measures.

Austria:
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e To ratify and implement the “Convention on preventing and combating
violence against women and domestic violence” (Istanbul Convention) and to
support its independent expert body responsible for monitoring the
implementation.

Canada:

e To strongly condemn all forms of violence and discrimination against women,
notably violence against women belonging to vulnerable groups.

e The OSCE and its institutions to adopt a multi-disciplinary and multi-sectoral
approach in order to address violence against women and girls, including
legislative and non-legislative measures to prevent such violence and reduce
its prevalence, to provide support and appropriate resources to victims and to
hold perpetrators accountable for their actions.

e To fully recognize the relevance and benefits to our collective security of
implementing the United Nations resolutions on women, peace and security,
of reflecting this commitment in OSCE decisions, and of ensuring that women
are fully involved in all decision-making processes.

European Union (EU):

e Adopt an Addendum to the OSCE 2004 Action Plan for the Promotion of
Gender Equality

e Enhance efforts to eliminate violence against women throughout the OSCE
area

e Adopt an OSCE-Wide Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security

e Encourage participating States to increase representation of women in political
and public life.

Czech Republic:

e To adopt the proposed Addendum to the Action Plan [for the Promotion of
Gender Equality] which would strengthen the existing commitments and to
enhance efforts to achieve gender equality and equal participation of women
in their countries.

Alliance for Democracy:

e To achieve tangible results in supporting democratic reforms including gender
equality, tolerance, non-discrimination and domestic violence, the European
Institutions should implement more tailored and adopted approaches to the
partner countries by using more effective tools and leverage when elaborating
policies.

e The European institutions should continue the implementation of their policies
and pay even more attention to strengthening the civil society in Armenia as a
more effective and vibrant alternative to less democracy in place.

Association for the Prevention of Torture:
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e The APT calls on OSCE participating States to consistently apply these
standards [Standard Minimum Rules, known as Mandela rules], and to ensure
that the dignity and rights of all individuals and groups are effectively
protected in situations of deprivation of liberty.

Recommendations to the OSCE

Austria:

e A more systematic approach towards gender issues in the OSCE, including
capacity building, benchmarking, monitoring, measuring and evaluating
progress. The current Gender Action Plan in our view provides insufficient
guidance to this end and the adoption of an Addendum updating this
framework to current needs and standards has therefore Austria’s full support.
An effective institutional mechanism for gender equality will be necessary for
a consistent implementation of existing commitments.

Canada:

e lts institutions and its field operations to help participating States to develop
policies, programs and training to address the issues related to all forms of
violence and discrimination against women.

European Union (EU):

e We would like to see concrete improvements in the area of promoting gender
equality. Establishing a biennial OSCE gender equality conference supported
by adequate resources is one practical suggestion to promote gender equality
within the OSCE.

France:

e To continue its efforts to promote universal access to women's rights which
constitutes the basis for gender equality and for the fight against violence
against women.

Switzerland:
Die Schweiz mochte drei Empfehlungen machen:

e Eine effektive Umsetzung der Verpflichtungen des Ministerratsbeschlusses
14/07 zur Verhltung und Bek&mpfung von Gewalt gegen Frauen.

e Die Ausarbeitung eines umfassenden Addendums zum Aktionsplan zur
Forderung der Geschlechtergleichstellung in allen drei Dimensionen.

e Die Uberpriifung der Implementierung von Verpflichtungen zur Férderung der
Geschlechtergleichstellung durch regelmadssige Review Konferenzen,

United States of America:
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NGOs and the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine have also
received reports of sexual violence and rape, including by men in military
uniforms. We urge the OSCE to investigate these reports, as well as to support
NGO efforts to do so, with a view to assisting victims and holding perpetrators
accountable.

Association for the Prevention of Torture:

We call on the OSCE to advance the protection of individuals and groups in
situations of vulnerability in detention, by building further links between its
torture prevention and its anti-discrimination work.

Thursday, 24 September 2015

Working session 6 (specifically selected topic): Independence of the judicial System,
with a particular focus on accountability and integrity of judges and prosecutors

Recommendations to participating States

United States of America:

We continue to be troubled by the lack of appropriate procedural guarantees
for those accused of involvement in the 2010 violence in southern Kyrgyzstan.
We call on the Government of Kyrgyzstan to reevaluate these cases and
judgments in order to ensure that all trials in the country are conducted in a
fair and impartial manner.

With respect to Belarus, we welcome the release from prison of Mikalai
Statkevich and five other prisoners, and we reiterate our call for the
Government of Belarus to restore the political rights of these six and other
former political prisoners.

In Russia, those who reveal fraud or corruption, who write about the
destruction and theft of natural resources, or who challenge the views of the
government have been targeted for prosecution and worse. My delegation calls
on the Russian Federation to release prisoners held on politically motivated
charges, including Krasnodar environmentalist Yevgeny Vitishko and the
remaining imprisoned Bolotnaya Square protest defendants.

European Union (EU):

Ensure that the criteria of selection of judges and prosecutors are based on
objective qualifications and professional capabilities.

Remove the possibility of dismissal as an outcome from any evaluation of
judges.

Introduce and strengthen the principle of proportionality in disciplinary
measures against judges and ensure that decisions on the disciplinary measures
against judges are taken by an independent body.

Ensure that dismissal of a judge is only possible as a consequence of a
disciplinary procedure which is in conformity with international standards of
fair procedure that safeguard the independence of the judiciary.
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Recall the UN Basic Principles on the Independence of the Judiciary, under
which judges should have guaranteed tenure until a mandatory retirement age
or the expiry of their term of office (Principle 12) and should be subject to
suspension or removal only following fair procedures (Principle 17 and 19)
and only for reasons of incapacity or behaviour that renders them unfit to
discharge their duties (Principle 18).

Encourage OSCE participating States who are considering institutional and
legal reforms to seek the expert advice and technical assistance of ODIHR.
With regard to Ukraine, the EU wishes to recall that judicial reforms must be
carried out in line with the relevant European and international standards. In
this respect, the EU encourages the Ukrainian authorities to further consult the
Council of Europe and take into account the opinions of the Venice
Commission.

Russian Federation:

[Ipu3biBaeM CTpaHbl, B KOTOPHIX €CTh BOCHHBIC CY/bl WJIM TPUOYHAIIBI IO
paccieZIOBaHUIO YTOJOBHBIX JIeN, OOECIeUUTh, YTOOBI ITH OPTaHbl ObUIN
HEOTHEMJICMON YaCTbIO WX CYICOHOW CHCTEMBbI W MPUMEHSUIH TPUHIIUITBI
CYAONPOU3BOJICTBA, 3aKPEIVICHHbIE HA MEXIYHApOJHOM YPOBHE B KauecTBE
rapaHTUi CIPaBEIIMBOTO PABOCYIHS.

Association ""For Free Russia"':

We also call on the Russian authorities to stop their practice of putting
pressure on environmental, anti-corruption and human rights activists, who
peacefully engage in their legitimate activity.

"EZGULIK" Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan (HRSU):

To Uzbekistan:

Cenary Onuit Maxuca:

Breimonnenue HopMm u TpeboBanuit Komutera mo meitkam OOH, Bkimtouas
BBeJIeHUE CyAeOHOI MPOBEPKH 3aKOHHOCTH 3aJiep)KaHus, oOecrieueHre MpaB
3a/IepKAHHOTO Ha 3alIMTYy M HailMa ajgBoKaTa B TeUeHHE 24 4acoB C MOMEHTa
apecTta, HakazaHHWE CYAOM JOJDKHOCTHBIX JIMII, BHIOMBIIHUX <«IIPU3HATEIHHBIE
IMOKa3aHusA», IOCPEACTBOM IIBITOK HW OTKa3d OT MPOBCIACHUA CYJIG6HI)IX
3acelaHuil B OTCYTCTBHUS aJJBOKATA.

I'enepanbHoMy Tpokypopy PecmyOnukum Y30ekuctan; MUHUCTPY BHYTPEHHHX €
Peciyomuku Y36exucran; [Ipencenarento CHb Peciy6nuku Y306ekucran:

[IpuHATH K CBENEHHIO H3NIOKEHHBIE (DAaKThl MepefaHHble HAMH U JaTb UM
IOPUINYECKYI0 OIIEHKY, a TaKKe K PYKOBOJCTBY pecnyOiIMKH coOM0AaTh
oOIIenpHU3HaHHbIE HOPMBI IpaBa YeJIOBeKa, MOJOKEeHUs MexXIyHapoIHOTo
nakta «O  TpakIaHCKMX M  MOJUTHYECKMX  TMpaBax  JUYHOCTHY,
patuUIIIpPOBAHHOTO MAapPJIAMEHTOM CTpaHbl B 1995 .
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e [IpuHATH MEHBI B OTHOUICHUU COTPYJHUKOB MPABOOXPAHUTEIBHBIX OPraHOB C
LEJIbI0 TMPEAOTBpPALICHUST MPOTUBO3AKOHHBIX JCHUCTBUH B  OTHOIICHUH
HE3aBUCHUMBIX MpaBo3amuTHUKOB 1 CMMU B Y30ekucrane;

o [IpunHsATh HEOOXOAUMEBIC MEPHI ISl HHPOPMHUPOBAHUS COTPYAHUKOB MUJIHIIHH
0 JIeATENIbHOCTH HEMPaBUTEIbCTBEHHBIX IPABO3AIIUTHBIX OpraHU3aluid B
VY306ekucrane, HEIOMYCTUMOCTH JII0OOOTO JIaBIGHHWsT W YIpO3, PaBHO Kak M
BMEILIATEIHCTBA B UX JIEITEILHOCTh, YTO MPEIYCMOTPEHO B MEXIYHAPOIHBIX
COIJIAIIIEHUAX, TOAMUCAHHEIX Y30€KHUCTaHOM;

o [IpuHsaTe HEOOXOAWMBIE MEpHI JJs TPEIOTBPAIICHHS TBITOK BEPYIONIUX
MYCYJIbMaH B MECTaX JIUIICHUS CBOOOIBI U )KECTOKOTO OOpAICHHSI C HUMHU.

PykoBOACTBY CTpaHBI:

e [lpekparutrh mnpaxkTukKy, nporuBopevamiyto Konsenmusm MOT o mpasax
pedenka (1989 r.) u 3akony «O06 ocHOBax rocydapCTBEHHOH MOJIOJIEKHOU
nomutukd B Pecnybnuke VY36ekucran» (1991 r1.), OpUHYIUTEIHHOTO
MIPUBJICYEHUS JETeH, BKIIIOYAs YJallUXCsl pa3luYHbIX Y4eOHBIX 3aBEJICHUMN, K
cOopy ypoxasi XJIOMKa. DKOHOMUYECKH OHA HEBBITOJHA M HE COOTBETCTBYET
TpeboBaHUsAM OOecreueHus 3J0pPOBbs U OE30MACHOCTH MOJIOIOTO MOKOJICHHUS.
Haiitn anpTepHaTUBHBIE pEILICHUS.

e [IpunHsaTh pemmTenbHbIe MEpPHI MPOTUB PYKOBOAUTENEH, 370YMOTPEOISIONINX
BIIACTHIO XOZ€ YOOPKH €KEr0THOTO YpOxKasl XJIOIKa.

e PekoMeHanuu 1o o0ecreyeHuto cBO0O bl BEIPAKEHUSI MHEHUS U CJIOBA:

e - HememneHHO 0OCBOOOJUTH BCEX 3aKIIOYECHHBIX IPABO3ALIUTHUKOB |
KYPHAJIMCTOB, IEPECMOTPETH X YTOJIOBHBIE JIeJ1a U CHATh C HUX OOBUHEHHUS U
CYJIUMOCTb;

e - [IyOnuyHO OCYnuThH MpecieoBaHUE, aTaKu , HAMAJICHUS U YIPO3bl MPOTUB
KYPHAJTUCTOB B Y30CKHCTaHE W TapaHTUPOBATh HEOOXOIUMYIO 3alUTy
KYPHAIIUCTOB, YTOOBI OHM MOTJHM OECHPENATCTBEHHO MPOJOIKATh CBOIO
pabory;

e - VropocTuth npouenypy nunenzupopanus CMU B Y30ekucrtane u BCIYECKU
CrocoOCTBOBATh U MOJACPKUBATH CO3JJaHUE UCTUHHO HE3aBHCHMOIO CEKTOpa
CMMU B cTpane;

e -CHATH BCSUECKHME OTpPaHMUYEHUS, LIEH3Ypy U OJOKMpOBaHUS Ha OHJIAWH
nH(OPMAIIMOHHBIE PECYPCHI;

e - [lIpekpatuTh mnpecienoBaHus, aTakW, HAMAICHUS M Yrpo3bl MPOTHUB
MpeICTaBUTeNIe  TpakJaHCKoro  obmectBa B Y30ekucTaHe — 3a
pacnpocTpaHeHHe HHPOPMAIIHIO O CUTYalluu B CTPAHE;

o - [Ipurnacute odpurmansio Crenuanpaoro okmagunka OOH mo cBo60bI

BbIpa
e PexkoMeHJalny 1o NPeIOTBPAILECHHIO TIBITOK:
e - [IyOnuuHO oOCyXIaTh caMbIMH MEPBBIMU JIMIIAMH U JIMJAEPaMH CTpaHbl

MPaKTUKy MPHUMEHEHHUs THITOK B YTOJIOBHOM CYIONPOU3BOJICTBE CTpaHBbI,
YTOOBI ATO MPO3BYYaJIO KaK OJHO3HAYHBIA CHUTHAJT U MPEIYNpekACHUE O
HEJOMYCTUMOCTH MBITOK U HEOTBPATUMOCTH HaKa3aHUs JJIsl BAHOBHUKOB;

e - Parudunuponars ®akynsratuBHbii nporokon k Kousennmu OOH mpoTus
IBITOK M CO3/1aTh HE3aBUCHMBIM HallMOHAIbHBIA OpraH WJIH BEIOMCTBO,
YIIOJTHOMOYEHHOE PACCIIEI0BATh 3asBICHUS U JKal00Bbl O MbITKAX;

e - [lpusnars nomHomouuss Komurera OOH npotuB neiTok mo cr. 21 u 22
KonuBenuun OOH mno mnbeiTkam (nomHomoune Komwurera npuHMMare u
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paccMaTpuBaTh JKAIOOBl MO WHAWBUAYAJIBHBIM JleflaM M JKaloObl OT
rocynapcTB-y4acTHUKoB KoHBeH1IMN);

- Co3garb  NEHCTBEHHBIM  HALMOHAJIBHBIM  MEXaHU3M  IPU3HAHUS,
peadmInTaly ¥ KOMIICHCALIUY JUTSI )KEPTB MBITOK B Y30€KHCTaHE,

- [Tpurnacute CneunanbHoro gokiaaunka OOH nmo Bonmpocy nbITOK TOBTOPHO
MOCETUTh ¥Y30eKUCTaH;

- [lepecMoTpeTh yrojoBHbIE Jefia U Cy/eOHbIe PEIICHHs BCEX MOJUTHUYECKUX
3aKJIFOYEHHBIX — OCYXKIEHHBIX IPEICTAaBUTENEH IpakJaHCKOIo 0OlecTBa U
PENUTHO3HBIX 3aKIIOYEHHBIX (JF0JIEH OCYKIEHHBIX 1O CT. cT. 156, 159, 216,
244, 244-1, 244-2 u npyrue YTOJOBHOTO KOAEKCA) HAa MPEIMET MPUMEHEHUS
MBITOK U CXOXUX (opM oOpallleHHs U HaKa3aHUs HPOTHUB HUX BO BpeMs
IIPEIBAPUTENILHOTO CIIEACTBUS U Cy1€0HOT0 Mpolecca;

- JlubGepanuzanus CyIIECTBYIOIIMX TMPaBWI U CO3[JaHHE MPO3PAvYHOMH,
OTKPBITOM M JOCTYITHOW TEHUTCHIMAPHOW CUCTEMBbl Y30eKucTaHa JyIs
CBOOOJHOTO TMOCEIIEHUsI U MOHUTOPHHIa HE3aBHCHUMBIMHU HAOIIOATENAMU,
MIPEICTAaBUTENSIMA  IIPABO3AILUTHBIX OpraHu3alui, HENpaBUTEIbCTBEHHBIX
HEKOMMEpPUYECKUX  OpraHu3aluii, MEXIYHApOAHBIX  HaOmoaarene u
KYPHAJIUCTOB.

Human Rights Without Frontiers:

Calls upon Armenia:

To remove the President’s discretionary power in endorsing the list of judges
from the Judicial Code; the list proposed by the Justice Council should be
deemed as final and the President’s signature should simply be a matter of
protocol;

To ensure internal independence in adjudication by removing the pressure
placed on first instance courts by the Court of Cassation;

To modify the grounds for disciplinary liability of judges by establishing clear
and precisely defined criteria, in compliance with well-recognized
international standards and best practice, including an appeal procedure;

To abolish depositions of defendant confessional testimonies during criminal
proceedings;

To provide effective access to the Court of Cassation, so that private parties of
criminal or administrative cases are able to bring complaints to the Court of
Cassation without a licensed attorney.

Norwegian Helsinki Committee:

Norway and other democratic countries should establish mechanisms to freeze
the assets of persons who commit gross violations of human rights with
impunity and prohibit their entry into the country — the victims of these
violations being human rights defenders or whistle-blowers. The mechanisms
may resemble the current US Magnitsky legislation, however without being
limited to Russian citizens. They should include strong safeguards in order to
ensure fair treatment.

Norway should seek to influence other democratic countries to establish
similar mechanisms. If a large number of democratic states establish such
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mechanisms, it would represent an important breakthrough in the fight against
impunity for gross human rights violations.

Protection of Rights Without Borders Armenia:

We call to Armenian authorities to take constant measures for safeguarding
perceivable independence of judiciary

we claim from the RA authorities to define and prohibit in the Constitutional
reform package the decisive power of the president for the selection of judges
and to insure the independence of judiciary through relevant legal regulations
and practice in a line with the international standards and recommendations,
including the recommendations of the Universal Periodic Review for Armenia

Recommendations to international organizations

"EZGULIK" Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan (HRSU):

Co3pmarh crnenuaigbHyl0, HE3aBUCHMYIO KOMHCCHUIO JUISI PacclieIOBaHUS
CJIy4aeB BapBApPCKOro OOpAIlEHUsI C BEPYIOIIUMHU B Y30€KCKHUX TIOPbMAX;
Ocynuth pou3BOJI U HenpaBoMepHble AeiicTBusa cotpynnukoB MBJl u CHbB
PecnyOnuku Y30ekucTaH B OTHONIEHUH HEBUHHBIX TPaXK/IaH;

OOpatuTh BHUMaHHE TMpaBUTENbCTBA Y30eKHcTaHa Ha HEOOXOAMMOCTh
BBITIOTHEHUSI  B3ATBIX Ha ce0s 00s3aTelnbCcTB MO MEXAYHApOAHBIM

COrJIallICHUAM, 0COOEHHO B YacTH COOIIOACHHS npaB u cB00OJT YEIOBEKA H
MOT

Thursday, 24 September 2015

Working session 7 (specifically selected topic): Independence of the judicial System,
with a particular focus on accountability and integrity of judges and prosecutors
(continued)

Recommendations to participating States

Danish Helsinki Committee for Human Rights:

The Danish Helsinki Committee therefore recommends that the participating
states should take appropriate measures to secure effective independence of
the public prosecution services from the executive and that instructions cannot
be given in individual cases.

Thursday, 24 September 2015, 18:00
Side event: Mechanisms to investigate torture allegations in Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan: Problems and solutions

Recommendations to participating States
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Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights:
lNocynapcrBennsim opranam PecniyOnuku Kazaxcran:

e (OO0ecneunTh 3aUIMTY HAa MPAKTUKE U 3aKPEMUTh 3aKOHOAATENBbHO IS BCEX
JIMIL, TOJBEPTHYTHIX 33JIePKAHUI0, B KAKOH OBl TO HH OBLIO opme.
- CumTarts 11000€ OrpaHMYEHHUE JTUYHON CBOOObI (PaKTUUECKUM 33/1€prKaHUuEeM
BHE 3aBUCHMOCTH OT €0 LICJICH.
- PacnipocTpaHuTh rapaHTUy 3alIUThI OT MBITOK HA BCE CIydau (PaKkTHUECKOro
3a/1epKaHus.
- K OCHOBHBIM rapaHTHsM 3allUThl OT MBITOK IIPU 3TOM OTHECTH: MPaBO ObITH
YBEIOMJIEHHBIM O CBOMX IpaBax; IpaBO Ha YBEAOMJIEHHME 3-UX JIMIL, IIPaBO Ha
3alIUTy; MpaBO OBITh OCMOTPEHHBIM HE3aBUCHUMBIM BpadyoM; M IIPaBO
00>KaJI0BaTh 3aKOHHOCTH CBOETO 33/ICP)KaHus B CyJIe.
- Jlnd  HKCHOJIHEHUS  BBIIIEYKAa3aHHBIX  PEKOMEHJAUMM  NPUHATH
COOTBETCTBYIOIIMI HOPMAaTUBHO-IIPABOBOM aKT

e HesamemmurensHo pedopmupoBath CYILIECTBYIOIUN MEXaHHU3M
pacciieIoOBaHus MbITOK.
- HckmouuTh CyIIECTBYIOUIYIO B HACTOAIEE BpEMs albTEPHATHUBHYIO
IIOJICIIEICTBEHHOCT 110 JIeaM O MBITKAX.
- B VYromnoBHo-npoueccyalbHOM KOAEKCE HAJIEIUTh HWCKIKOYUTEIbHBIMU
CIIEACTBEHHBIMU IIOJIHOMOYMSMM 110 JelaM O [bITKax JlemaprameHT
CHelHaIbHBIX IPOKYpopoB I'eHepaiibHOI npoKypaTypsl («JlenaprameHT).
- JlemaprameHT o0ecrneuuTh HaUIeKALMMM  PECypcaMu,  BKIIOYas
COOCTBEHHBIN ONEpaTUBHO-CJIEICTBEHHBIH ammapar.
- PabGora J[lemaprameHTa HOJDKHA Ha MpakTHKE HCKIOYaTh KOH(MIMKT C
¢GbyHKIMEH TpoKypaTyphl MO MOAAEPKAHUIO TOCYIapCTBEHHOIO OOBHUHEHMS B
cynax.
- [IpenycMoTpeTh 00s3aTeNbHYIO TPaXAaHCKYIO TIOJJOTYETHOCTh, B TOM YHCIIE
napJaMeHTCKUI KOHTpoJb, [lemapraMeHTa ¢ nMpuaaHueM MyOIWYHOM Orjacke
BCEX CITy4aeB YrOJIOBHOW OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a MBITKH.
- IIpenycmoTpeTs npo3payHoOCTh paboThl JlemapTameHTa ¢ 00s13aTENbHBIM U
MOJIHBIM ~ MH(GOPMUPOBAHMEM Ha  MpaKTUKE TMOTEPIEBIIMX M  HX
MpEeJCTaBUTENIEH O X0/1€ pacciieIOBaHUs COOOIEHHH O MbITKAX.
- K pabore Han pedopmupoBaHrueM U JajdbHEHIIMM yCOBEPILIEHCTBOBAaHUEM
MeXaHU3Ma paccie0BaHus MPUBJIEKATh CYOBEKTOB TPa’KAaHCKOTO 00IIeCTBa,
Hanpumep Koanuuuro HITO Ka3zaxcrana npoTHB IIBITOK.
- HWwmnnementupoBate HOpMbI CTaMOyJIbCKOIO MPOTOKOJIA B paboTy
MeXaHM3Ma, BKJIOYas Kak paccieloBaHHEe, TaK M  MEAMIIMHCKOE
JOKYMEHTUPOBAHUE.
- HemensienHo yupenuTb NMpaBUTENbCTBEHHBIM MEXAaHM3M 110 KOHTPOJIO 3a
HCIIOJIHEHUEM pelIeHui JoroBopHbIX opranoB OOH, Hagenus ero mMpoKuMu
MTOJIHOMOYHSIMHU.
- PaccrienoBats He3aMeUIUTENBHO (DAKT MOTYyYEHUS TEJIECHBIX MOBPEKICHHIH
Uckannepom TrorensbaeBeiM B PI'Y OB 156/18 [lemapramenta YUC mno
Bocrouno-Kazaxcranckoit o0mactu. ObecnedunTh 0€30MaCHOCTh €ro U
ceunereneil. ['apanTupoBate HajuIexkamuii yxoa u jedenue U. TrorenbOaeBa.
Ilo wroram paccienoBaHMsl Haka3aTb BCEX BUHOBHBIX, BO3MECTUTH
IIPUYCHEHHBIH Bpel W HE JONYCKaTh MOJOOHBIX HAapyLIeHUH B OynylieMm B
IIEHUTCHLIIMAPHON CUCTEME.
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International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR):

We urge the authorities of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to:

Promptly act on all complaints involving allegations of torture and ill-
treatment by initiating thorough, impartial and independent investigations.
Oblige judges at remand hearings to routinely ask detainees arriving from
police custody how they were treated and to order an investigation should
there be any reason to suspect that they may have been subjected to torture or
other ill-treatment.

Create and fund an independent body endowed with sufficient authority and
competence to conduct prompt, thorough, impartial and independent
investigations into all allegations of torture and other forms of ill-treatment.
Ensure that complainants, their families and civil society activists are
protected against any reprisals as a consequence of their complaint, and that
law enforcement officers are subjected to appropriate disciplinary or, where
relevant, criminal measures for such actions.

Suspend any law enforcement officer who is under investigation for having
committed acts of torture or ill-treatment, for the duration of the investigation.
Train prosecutors in the effective conduct of investigations.

Recommendations to International Organizations

Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights:

MG)KI[YHapOI[HBIM opranu3anusMm U JUIINIOMATHYCCKUM MUCCUSIM:

B mmanore ¢ mpasutenscTtBoM PecnyOnmku KazaxcTan momHuMaTh BOMPOC
O00prObI ¢ Oe3HAaKa3aHHOCTBIO 3a TBITKM, B TOM YHCIE 4Yepe3 pPa3BUTHUE
3¢ PeKTUBHOTO MEXaHU3Ma PACCIICIOBAHUS.

Oka3pIBaTh DJKCHEPTHYI0 M AHATUTUYECKYIO MOJJIEPKKY TOCYIapCTBY H
HEMpaBUTENbCTBEHHOMY ceKkTopy Pecmybnuku Kazaxctan B Bompocax 60psObI
¢ 0e3HaKa3aHHOCTHIO 34 IBITKH.

I[Ipu  QopmupoBaHUM TPAHTOBOM TMOJUTUKUA ONpeAeTuTh Oopbly ¢
0e3HaKa3aHHOCTHIO 32 MBITKH B KAU€CTBE IPUOPUTETHOM.

OO6paruthcsi K TpaBUTENbCTBY Kazaxcrtana ¢ TpeOoBaHHMEM TPOBECTH
HaJyIeKalee paccieoBaHue Mo (aKTy MOYYSHUsT TEIECHBIX MOBPEKICHHUN
Uckangepom Trorenbbaessiv B PI'Y OB 156/18 Jlemapramenta YUC mo
Bocrouno-Kazaxcranckoii o6nactH.

Recommendations to NGOs

Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights:

I/IHOCTpaHHBIM HCIIPABUTCIIbCTBCHHBIM OpraHu3aluiaM:

Bxmounts Bompoc 60prObI ¢ 6€3HAKAa3aHHOCTBIO 32 MBITKU B CBOM 3/IBOKACH
kamnanuu o Kaszaxcrany.

IIpu ¢opmMHpOBaHWM TPAHTOBOM MOJUTUKHU OIpPEaeNuTh OOprly C
0€3HaKa3aHHOCTBIO 32 IIBITKU B KAYE€CTBE IPHOPUTETHOM.
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e (Oxa3bIBaTh AKCIEPTHYIO u AHATTUTUYECKYIO MOAJICPKKY
HEMPaBUTEILCTBEHHOMY ceKTopy PecmyOimku Kazaxcran B Bompocax 60ps0ObI
¢ 0e3HaKa3aHHOCTHIO 32 MBITKU

e OOparutbcs K TpaBUTENbCTBY Kazaxcrama ¢ TpeOoBaHHMEM MPOBECTH
HaJJIeXkaIee paccieoBaHue 1Mo (pakTy MOTydeHUsS TEICCHBIX MOBPEKICHUN
Uckannepom Trorenvb6aeBeiM B PI'Y OB 156/18 Jlenapramenta YUC 1o
Bocrouno-Kazaxcranckoii obnactu.

Friday, 25 September 2015

Working session 8: Rule of law, including:

- Prevention of torture;
- Exchange of views on the question of abolition of capital punishment;
- Protection of human rights and fighting terrorism

Recommendations to participating States

United States of America:

To Uzbekistan:

e We encourage the Government of Uzbekistan to allow the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to follow its own internationally-
respected procedures and thus resume prison visits.

To Turkmenistan:

e With respect to the cases of several dozen disappeared political prisoners that
have been listed by international civil society groups, we urge the government
to prove they are alive or provide basic information about their whereabouts
since they disappeared.

European Union (EU):

e The EU recommends all States who still practice the death penalty or retain it
in law to abolish it.

e Likewise, the EU strongly calls on all States not to reintroduce death penalty
once it has been abolished.

¢ In the fight against torture the EU recommends that a full toolbox of measures
should be applied. Combatting torture requires an integrated approach
encompassing prevention, redress, rehabilitation and access to justice.

e Independent National Preventative Mechanisms monitoring conditions of
people deprived of their liberty are a particular important preventive tool. The
EU therefore encourages all States to establish or strengthen such mechanisms
in line with the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture.

France:
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France calls upon all OSCE States still applying capital punishment to observe
a moratorium and launch reflection on this cruel and inhumane punishment,
with a view to its definitive abolition.

France calls upon all OSCE participating States that have not yet done so to
sign and ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons
from Enforced Disappearance

France calls upon all OSCE participating States that have not yet done so to
ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Switzerland :

nous recommandons que les engagements de I'OSCE dans le domaine de la
prévention de la torture soient renouvelés et renforcés par I'adoption d'une
décision du Conseil ministériel a Belgrade.

nous recommandons également aux Etats participants de I'OSCE qui ne
l'auraient pas encore fait de ratifier 'OPCAT et de créer un mecanisme
national de prévention indépendant.

Action by Christians Against Torture — ACAT:

To commit to the fight against impunity, by setting up and implementing
universal jurisdiction law and mechanism, and providing adequate resources.

Association for the Prevention of Torture:

We call on the OSCE to make full use of its resources and develop its
expertise to advance the combat against torture and the protection of all those
who are deprived of their liberty, in its participating States.

The APT calls on all OSCE participating States to follow up on their
commitments to combat and prevent torture and ill-treatment, and ensure that
all persons deprived of their liberty are effectively protected from any abuse

Center for the Development of Democracy and Human Rights:

Consider ratification of the OPCAT for those of them which have not yet done
so, provided its effective implementation can be guaranteed in practice.
Effectively implement the OPCAT for those of them which are parties to it,
notably by guaranteeing the effectiveness of their National Preventive
Mechanisms and ensuring the latter enjoy full functional, institutional and
personal independence, and benefit from adequate human and financial
resources.

Ensure that other oversight mechanisms, such as Russian Public Monitoring
Commissions, enjoy the functional and personal independence necessary to
effectively implement their mandate.

Ensure, in law and practice, unimpeded access of National Preventive
Mechanisms and any other preventive monitoring bodies to all places of
deprivation of liberty, persons and information.
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e Enter into genuine dialogue with National Preventive Mechanisms and any
other preventive monitoring bodies on the implementation of their
recommendations.

e Take legislative and practical steps to ensure the prevention of torture and ill-
treatment during the policing of demonstrations, including introduction of a
requirement that officers policing demonstrations wear name tags and
mandatory human rights education and training programmes for police and
personnel working in places of detention.

e Ensure that use of force by law enforcement officials and detaining authorities
is regulated in accordance with law, respecting the principle of proportionality
and necessity.

e All OSCE participating States should ratify without any further delay the
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance and recognise the competence of the UN Committee on
Enforced Disappearances;

e State parties to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons
from Enforced Disappearance should apply the mechanism of universal
jurisdiction to apprehend individuals from other countries suspected in or
responsible for committing the crime of enforced disappearance, effectively
investigate allegations brought against them, and bring perpetrators to justice.

e Effectively cooperate with and fully implement relevant decisions and
judgments of existing international human rights mechanisms, including the
UN Committee on Human Rights, the UN Working Group on Enforced and
Involuntary Disappearances, and the European Court of Human Rights as
concerns both individual cases and general measures;

e Enact domestic legislation criminalising enforced disappearances based on the
provisions of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons
from Enforced Disappearance;

e Take all necessary practical steps to combat enforced disappearances,
effectively investigate allegations of enforced disappearance, bring
perpetrators to justice and provide proper compensation to the victims and
their families.

e OSCE political bodies, institutions and participating States should start
working without delay on drafting an explicit OSCE commitment on enforced
disappearances with the aim of adopting such a commitment in the nearest
future. The OSCE Chairmanship should take a lead in this process;

e Meanwhile, until the moment an explicit OSCE commitment on enforced
disappearances is agreed upon and adopted, the OSCE political bodies,
institutions and participating States should immediately review and update
the existing OSCE commitments related to torture, and in the process
recognize enforced disappearance as a crime and a form of torture. The OSCE
Chairmanship should organise the process of preparing updated OSCE
commitments on torture that would include enforced disappearance as a form
of torture.

Golos Svobody Public Foundation:

To Kyrgyzstan:
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e (OO6ecneunTh AOCTYHHOCTh KBaTM(PHUIMPOBAHHON IOPHIUYECKON MOMOIIH
qyepes:
- ycranoBienue B YIIK KP mporeccyallbHBIX TapaHTUH peasibHOTO BhIOOpA
a/JIBOKaTa 0OBHHSIEMBIM, MTOJCYIUMBIM, OCYKICHHBIM;
- ycTaHoBJIeHUs B cnernaibHoM 3akoHe, YIIK KP addexTuBHBIX MEXaHU3MOB
obecriedeHurs CBOOOIHON U TOOPOCOBECTHOM aIBOKATCKOM IEATEITHbHOCTH;
- pa3paboOTKU MPaBOBBIX MPOLEIYp MO YCTAHOBJICHHIO KOHTPOJISI KauecTBa
IOPUANYECKUX YCIIYT, IPEIOCTaBIsEMbIX TOCYJapCTBEHHBIMU aJBOKAaTaMH, U
COOTBETCTBYIOIIIEE X 3aKPEIJICHUE B 3aKOHE.

e CoOKpaTuTh NPEJEIIbHbIE CPOKH NPEObIBaHUS OOBUHSEMBIX 10/ CTPAXKEH.

International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR):
We urge the authorities of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to:

e Follow each other’s recent positive steps in order to combat torture and other
ill-treatment more effectively:
- Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan should abolish the statue of limitations for torture
and other forms of ill-treatment.
- Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan should exclude perpetrators of torture and other
forms of ill-treatment from amnesties.
- Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan should clarify in domestic legislation that a person
is considered a detainee as soon as he or she is deprived of liberty and amend
the countries’ criminal procedure codes to ensure that they explicitly provide,
from the moment of deprivation of liberty, for the right to notify a third
person, for access to a lawyer of their choice and ensure that detainees are
informed of these rights at the moment of de facto apprehension.
- In order to further strengthen the legal safeguards of detainees in Kazakhstan
the authorities should build on the current practice whereby traffic police
video-record all interactions with citizens about traffic rules and oblige all
police carrying out arrests to video-record the arrest and transfer to the
detention facility.
- The Ministry of Health of Kazakhstan should oblige medical personnel,
when conducting examinations of detainees, to document torture and other ill-
treatment in line with principles contained in the UN Istanbul Protocol. Other
medical personnel also conducting examinations of detainees in Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan should also be obliged to follow the same
standards.
- Kyrgyzstan should ensure that victims of torture and other ill-treatment or
their families are compensated for moral damages by the State. All three
countries should ensure that torture victims have access to redress, including
fair and adequate compensation and rehabilitation for damages caused by
torture.
- Tajikistan should swiftly ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention
against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment (OPCAT) and establish an effective National Preventive
Mechanism.
- Kyrgyzstan should amend its legislation to the effect that extradition must be
denied when there is a risk of torture in the receiving country.
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Publish comprehensive statistics on complaints, investigations, prosecutions,
convictions and means of redress relating to cases involving allegations of
torture and other ill-treatment.

Publicly state that torture and ill-treatment are strictly prohibited in all
contexts and that law enforcement agents and military personnel responsible
for such crimes will be brought to justice.

Instigate prompt, thorough, impartial and independent investigations into all
allegations of torture/ill-treatment and bring anyone reasonably suspected of
being responsible to justice.

Implement the recommendations of UN human rights bodies and procedures
as a matter of priority.

In accordance with the principle that issues relating to human dimension
commitments are matters of direct and legitimate concern to all OSCE participating
States, all other participating States should:

Urge the governments of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to promptly
implement all recommendations mentioned above and make torture prevention
a priority in bi-lateral meetings and human rights dialogues.

Make the anti-torture message a core element of all programmes, where
foreign governments provide training, support or cooperate in other ways with
Kazakhstani, Kyrgyzstani and Tajikistani government agencies, in particular
law enforcement agencies and the armed forces.

We urge the authorities of Kazakhstan to:

Establish a unified mechanism to implement all decisions that UN treaty
bodies issue to Kazakhstan under their respective individual complaints
procedures.

Ensure that victims of torture or their family members are consulted and
informed throughout the implementation process pertaining to their case.
Amend domestic legislation to allow Kazakhstani courts to reconsider
criminal cases based on UN treaty bodies' decisions on individual cases,
including those that the courts had already closed. Subsequently, effective
investigations should be opened to identify the perpetrators; they should be
brought to justice; and the State should provide adequate reparation to the
victims of torture, in line with Kazakhstan treaty body obligations.

We urge the authorities of Kyrgyzstan to:

Amend domestic legislation to ensure that the definition of deprivation of
liberty is in line with international human rights law, in particular that the
moment of apprehension is treated as the outset of detention.

Amend the Criminal Procedure Code of Kyrgyzstan (CPC) to ensure that it
explicitly provides, from the moment a person is deprived of his or her liberty,
for access to basic safeguards such as access to a lawyer of the detainee’s
choice, information about the detainee’s rights, notification of family, and
access to an independent medical doctor.

We urge the authorities of Tajikistan to:
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e Ensure that perpetrators of torture or other forms of ill-treatment are excluded
from amnesties.

e Publish comprehensive statistics on complaints, investigations, prosecutions
and convictions relating to torture and other ill-treatment in the army.

e Ensure prompt, thorough and impartial investigations into all allegations of
torture and other ill-treatment in the army. Establish the liability of direct
perpetrators and those in the chain of command and bring to justice those
responsible.

e Provide compensation and full rehabilitation to victims, including through
appropriate medical and psychological assistance.

e Train soldiers and officers on human rights standards, in particular those
prohibiting hazing and other forms of torture or other ill-treatment.

e Publish comprehensive statistics on all cases involving compensation awarded
to victims or their families for moral and material damages sustained as a
result of torture or other ill-treatment.

e Provide fair and adequate compensation for moral damages and as full
rehabilitation as possible to victims of torture, including through appropriate
medical and psychological assistance.

e The Plenum of the Supreme Court should issue an Instruction guiding courts
in their treatment of cases relating to compensating torture victims.

Newsmaker.md:

e Taking in consideration the fact that lots of countries from OSCE region are
the ones of transitional justice period and face fight with corruption and
politically motivated persecutions | would like to call upon OSCE member
states and responsible unites as well as presented in here international CSOs
and NGOs to pay closely attention to the court cases involving groups or
individuals proclaimed by prosecutors as "extremist” or "terrorist".

NGO “Sandidzan”:

e BgpipaboTka  MeXaHU3MOB  MNpPHUHYXKIEHHS [py3um K  BBINOJHEHHIO
MEXIYHApPOAHBIX COTJAIIEHMH M KOHBEHLHUH, YYaCTHUKOM KOTOPBIX OHa
SIBJISIETCS.

e Jlonyck npexacraBureneil HOxxHoit OceTMM K AHCKYCCHSIM Ha IUIOIIAIKU
TYMaHUTapHOTO U TOJMUTUYECKOTO  XapakTepa, IOAMAJAoLe  MOJ
ropucaukiio OBCE, kK KOTOpbIM Ha JaHHBI MOMEHT OHM HE JIONYILIEHBI.

Office Attorney at Law Umarova Aiman:

e Mou PCKOMCHAAIUU B TOM, YTO BaAXKHO 06paTI/ITB BHUMAHHUC Ha NPHUYUHBI
MMo4YeMy COBCPHIAKOTCA IIBITKU U BAXHO, YTOOBI CyAbl p€arupoBajii Ha TAKUC
HapylleHHUsl IpaB uYeloBeKa, a B MecTax, TIJe OTObIBAlOT HaKa3aHUe
OCYKIACHHBIC CO3daBaTb YCJIOBUSA COOTBCTCTBYIOIIUEC MCKAYHAPOIHBIM

CTaH/IapTaMm.

Penal Reform International:
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e We encourage all states to abolish the death penalty, which we believe should
be prohibited absolutely.

e Penal Reform International would like to encourage states to implement the
revised UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, and to
use the momentous revision to update their national prison rules and policies.

Recommendations to the OSCE

France:

e In line with its mandate, ODIHR must continue to lead the discussions with
the authorities of countries which have yet to abolish capital punishment, as
well as with civil society. The OSCE, which has made undeniable progress in
this area since 1975, must and can become a model space for this struggle by
ensuring that abolition prevails in all its participating States.

e Updating the commitments made by the OSCE on capital punishment over 20
years ago is essential. These commitments should at any rate reflect United
Nations General Assembly resolutions and developments in international law.

e |t also calls for the taking into account of the pressing need to combat this
problem under the commitments made at OSCE level on the prevention of
torture.

Switzerland :

e nous recommandons que les engagements de I'OSCE dans le domaine de la
prévention de la torture soient renouvelés et renforcés par I'adoption d'une
décision du Conseil ministériel a Belgrade.

Action by Christians Against Torture — ACAT:

e ACAT recommends OSCE, and ODHIR in particular, to advocate and
promote universal jurisdiction to fight against torture.

Association for the Prevention of Torture:

e We encourage the OSCE to further develop its role in this regard and to
support National Preventive Mechanisms in its participating States, and
strengthen their capacities and effectiveness.

e The APT calls on the OSCE to increase its torture prevention work with the
police and other law enforcement officials, and contribute to reducing the risks
of torture in police custody throughout the OSCE region

e The APT believes that the OSCE could greatly contribute to advancing the
protection of individuals and groups in specific situations of vulnerability in
detention, among others by raising awareness on their situations and needs,
and enabling the set-up of effective protection measures

Center for the Development of Democracy and Human Rights:
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The incoming Chairmanships-in-office should ensure that the fight against
torture is a priority on the political agenda of the organisation for the coming
years.

The OSCE Chairmanship should oversee the preparation of updated OSCE
commitments on eradicating torture that would include enforced
disappearance as a form of grave human rights violation and torture.

The OSCE Chairmanship should develop an OSCE internal strategy
outlining measures it commits to undertake to eradicate torture in
participating States, including monitoring of places of deprivation of liberty,
prevention, investigation and documentation, prosecution, and ensuring
redress, including reparation and the right to rehabilitation.

The OSCE Chairmanship should task OSCE ODIHR to produce a “white
paper” on the situation of torture in participating States and the necessary
steps for its eradication, including its prevention, prosecution and redress,
including rehabilitation.

OSCE political bodies, institutions and participating States should start
working without delay on drafting an explicit OSCE commitment on enforced
disappearances with the aim of adopting such a commitment in the nearest
future. The OSCE Chairmanship should take a lead in this process;
Meanwhile, until the moment an explicit OSCE commitment on enforced
disappearances is agreed upon and adopted, the OSCE political bodies,
institutions and participating States should immediately review and update
the existing OSCE commitments related to torture, and in the process
recognize enforced disappearance as a crime and a form of torture. The OSCE
Chairmanship should organise the process of preparing updated OSCE
commitments on torture that would include enforced disappearance as a form
of torture.

The newly established Focal Point on Prevention of Torture at OSCE/ODIHR
should include enforced disappearances in its mandate, including in its
monitoring of places of deprivation of liberty.

The OSCE Chairmanship should take a leading role in raising the cases of
enforced disappearances with participating states in question.

The OSCE Moscow Mechanism should be used more often as a tool of
investigation of allegation of enforced disappearances as part of a human
dimension crisis.

Continued application of the OSCE Moscow Mechanism regarding a human
dimension situation in a participating State (or a similar human dimension
mechanism, should it be established) should not be considered finished until
substantial progress in the implementation of recommendations contained in
the already released Moscow Mechanism report has happened. An absolute
minimum requirement for continued application of the Moscow Mechanism
should be the continuation of such gross violations of human dimension
commitments as continued abductions and enforced disappearances, lack of
effective investigation of the past cases of abductions and enforced
disappearances, continued incarceration of political prisoners, repeated and
widespread use of force against participants of peaceful assemblies, and
systematic use of torture against political prisoners, victims of abductions and
participants of peaceful assemblies. Each incoming OSCE Chairmanship
should look into such “open Moscow Mechanism cases”, examine the current
situation in a country and organise a follow-up process if needed. Progress in
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implementing recommendations in the previous report(s) should be
documented in subsequent reports by a working group or a rapporteur
established by the OSCE Chairmanship or the HDC Chair or a group of
concerned participating States (with a more informal status).

OSCE field missions should play a more active role in addressing the crime
of enforced disappearances in the countries of their presence.

The OSCE Secretary General should improve coordination among all OSCE
bodies, including the mainstreaming of human rights considerations, and the
transparency of all activities conducted by the OSCE institutions and field
presences.

To OSCE/ODIHR:

Support the effectiveness of National Preventive Mechanisms by following up
on the related commitments of OSCE participating States to ensure they are
fully independent, benefit from adequate human and financial resources, and
have unimpeded access to all places of deprivation of liberty, persons and
information, in compliance with the OPCAT.

Support the effectiveness of other detention monitoring mechanisms and
bodies, including civil society mechanisms and Public Monitoring
Commissions, among others by supporting the full independence of their
members from any undue governmental influence.

Facilitate the monitoring of the work and effectiveness of National Preventive
Mechanisms and any other preventive monitoring bodies, among others by
civil society organisations.

Contribute to the follow-up of recommendations of international and national
torture prevention bodies such as the SPT, the CPT and National Preventive
Mechanisms.

The OSCE should strengthen the capacity and effectiveness of detention
monitoring mechanisms by:

— Collecting baseline data on models, methodologies for monitoring including
reprisals mitigation measures, follow-up of recommendations, and impact;

— Supporting the codification of best practices;

— Facilitating the dissemination of best practices, including through training;

— Facilitating annual peer-to-peer exchanges between National Preventive
Mechanisms from the OSCE region, and regular meetings between all
detention monitoring bodies including National Preventive Mechanisms.
Consideration should be given to the establishment of a platform for this
purpose;

— Facilitating regular exchanges between all stakeholders involved in
preventive monitoring.

To conduct follow-up assessment to see how police at the national level
follows recommendations made by OSCE during police training programmes
To consult with local civil society organisations at the early stages of planning
of OSCE programmes on police training

OSCE Police Training and capacity building programs should analyse the
implication of the current refugee crisis in Europe on the capacity of law
enforcement bodies to perform their functions based on human rights
standards, and develop additional tools and training programs in this respect
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To include work on professional standards of law enforcement performance
(analysing best practices, elaborating standards and assisting in introduction
them in member states) as one of the task for Expert panel on Torture

The OSCE ODIHR should establish an expert panel on the fight against
torture to support the work of the newly established Focal Point on Torture
Prevention, which should meet at least twice a year to assess the relevant laws
and practices in participating States, monitor progress, and give advice on
implementation by participating State of their commitments on eradication of
torture.

The OSCE ODIHR should conduct a baseline study on the situation of torture
in the OSCE participating States, including its occurrence, prevention,
prosecution, and redress, including rehabilitation. The baseline study should
identify shortfalls and gaps as well as best practices.

The OSCE ODIHR should include in its comprehensive baseline study on the
situation of torture in participating States, an assessment of the mechanisms
existing in participating States to investigate and document torture.

The OSCE ODIHR should promote the standards and principles of the
Istanbul Protocol and apply them throughout its existing human rights, fair
trial, and justice reform work, including by focusing on the need for
involvement of medical and psychological professionals in the prompt,
effective, and impartial investigation of torture cases.

The OSCE ODIHR should promote full implementation of the Istanbul
Protocol in participating States, including:

a. recognition and implementation of the Istanbul Protocol standards;

b. legal, administrative and judicial reforms, including appropriate complaints
mechanisms;

c. compulsory training and continuing education for target groups;

d. creation of independent forensic institute;

e. establishment and enforcement of forensic rules and regulations;

f. development and effective use of standardised IP medical evaluation forms;
g. monitoring and accountability of implementation of the Istanbul Protocol.
The OSCE ODIHR should include in its comprehensive baseline study on the
situation of torture in participating States an assessment of the steps taken by
them to ensure full implementation of torture victims’ right to rehabilitation.
The OSCE ODIHR should promote torture victims’ rights to holistic
rehabilitation as an essential component of the rights and needs of torture
victims and apply these standards throughout its existing human rights, fair
trial, and justice reform work. Promotion of an effective right to rehabilitation
should include that state policies and budgets secure the availability,
accessibility, appropriateness of rehabilitation services for all torture victims,
including medical and psychological support, social and economic
reintegration, legal and judicial remedies.

OSCE ODIHR should promote full implementation of torture victims’ rights
to holistic rehabilitation in participating States, in accordance with General
Comment 3 on Article 14 of the UN Convention against Torture, including:

a. early identification of victims

b. early access to services

c. no requirement of prior application for judicial remedies

d. free choice of service provider

e. safety and personal integrity for victims and service providers
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f. monitoring and evaluation, including data collection on the implementation
of rehabilitation programmes

Golos Svobody Public Foundation:

o0ecrnieueHre rapaHTHii paBa Ha CBOOO/Y OT MBITOK YS3BUMBIX IPYII PUCKA.

International Association of Independent Democrats Against Authoritarian
Regimes:

C 2004 rona mbl nenaem pexomennainuto OBCE: goGeliTtech coryiacusi CTpaH
YY4aCTHUKOB, TJ€ I[apCTBYeT JHWKTaTypa, IIOCCHICHHsS JIWILUIOMAaTaMu
CBPONEHUCKUX CTpaH TIOPEM M MOHHTOPUHIA CHUTyallMd (AKTOB IIBITOK.
IIpexxne Bcero, oOpature BHHManue Ha Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Azerbaijan. Mbl TOBTOpsieM 3Ty pEeKOMEHIAIMKM M THpeajaraeM (M TOTOBBI
y4acTBOBaTh) pa3paboTaTh MEXaHU3M MPEUIOKEHHOT0 MOHUTOpUHTA. [1hITKH,
Kak sIBJICHUE, JOJKHO ncue3HyTh u3 pernoHa OBCE.

NGO “Sandidzan”:

BripaboTka  MexaHU3MOB  NpUHYXACHHS [py3un K  BBIIOJHEHUIO
MEXIYHAPOAHBIX COTJAIICHU M KOHBEHIMH, YYaCTHUKOM KOTOPBIX OHa
SIBJISICTCSL.

Honyck mpexacraButeneit IOxHoit OceTun K AMCKYCCHSIM Ha ILUIOIIAJIKH
TYMAaHUTApPHOTO W  TOJUTHYECKOTO  XapakTepa, MOAMNAJA0NINe IO
opucaukiio OBCE, kK KOTOpbIM Ha JaHHBIII MOMEHT OHU HE JOIYIICHBI.

Recommendations to International Organizations

NGO “Sandidzan”:

BripaboTka  MeXaHU3MOB  TpPUHYXKIEHUS [py3un K  BBIIIOJHEHHUIO
MEKIYHAPOIAHBIX COTJIAIEHWA M KOHBEHIIMH, YYaCTHUKOM KOTOpPBIX OHa
SIBJISICTCS.

Honyck mpencraButeneit FOxkHoit OceTurM K JUCKYCCHSIM Ha IUIOMIAJKU
TYMAaHUTAPHOTO M  TMOJUTHYECKOIO  XapakTepa, MOJNAJaoNMe IOoM
topucaukiuio OBCE, kK KOTOpbIM Ha JaHHBIII MOMEHT OHU HE JOIYIICHBI.

Newsmaker.md:

Taking in consideration the fact that lots of countries from OSCE region are
the ones of transitional justice period and face fight with corruption and
politically motivated persecutions | would like to call upon OSCE member
states and responsible unites as well as presented in here international CSOs
and NGOs to pay closely attention to the court cases involving groups or
individuals proclaimed by prosecutors as "extremist™ or "terrorist".

Recommendations to NGOs
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Newsmaker.md:

e Taking in consideration the fact that lots of countries from OSCE region are
the ones of transitional justice period and face fight with corruption and
politically motivated persecutions | would like to call upon OSCE member
states and responsible unites as well as presented in here international CSOs
and NGOs to pay closely attention to the court cases involving groups or
individuals proclaimed by prosecutors as "extremist” or "terrorist".

Friday, 25 September 2015

Working session 9: Democratic institutions, including:

- Democratic elections;

- Democracy at the national, regional and local levels;
- Democratic law-making;

- Citizenship and political rights

Recommendations to participating States

Canada:

e For participating States, to consider appropriate measures to support ODIHR
financially and to engage in genuine dialogue for strengthening, not
weakening, ODIHR's election observation activities.

e For participating States, to recommit to the core values of the OSCE and to
reverse actions that undermine democratic institutions and the holding of free,
fair, and inclusive elections.

European Union (EU):

e We call on Azerbaijan to engage in discussions with ODIHR on how ODIHR
can provide assistance to Azerbaijan in the implementation of its election-
related and other OSCE commitments

Our recommendations to the Participating States:

e Ensure the right of citizens to political participation, in a free and fair climate
without undue restrictions imposed by the administration, violence,
intimidation or fear of retribution, against voters, candidates, parties and
elected representatives, both in the run-up to and beyond the elections.

e Ensure the right to stand for election, without any undue restrictions, allowing
for the representation of the whole diversity of interests present in society at
large.

e Ensure transparent, pluralist and competitive elections that provide the
electorate with a genuine choice on the basis of a level playing field and an
informed vote.

e Secure timely financial and human resources needed by ODIHR to carry out
effectively its election observation activities in the region.

e Extend early and unrestricted invitations to ODIHR to observe their elections
in line with OSCE commitments
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Constructively engage on follow-up activities to Election Observation reports
in cooperation with ODIHR, including by making voluntary updates to the
OSCE Human Dimension Committee.

Ensure a strong, independent and empowered civil society that is free and able
to contribute to the public and political decision-making process to the benefit
of the citizens.

Council of Europe:

Encourages the implementation of the Strategy for Innovation and Good
Governance at Local Level. It is based on assessments of how local authorities
conducts their affairs with regard to the twelve principles of good governance,
the identification of possible changes to be made and measures to be adopted
and the establishment of partnerships between central (regional) authorities
and local authorities (their associations) with a view to promoting the
implementation of the “right” policies at both central (regional) and local
levels.

Norwegian Helsinki Committee:

Urges:

Russian authorities to stop all political pressure against legally elected
Deputies in general and Lev Shlosberg in particular;

Russian authorities to guarantee personal security and safe and professional
working conditions for Shlosberg and other independent voices;

Russian authorities to investigate the lawfulness of the initiative from the
local authorities in Pskov and the connection of the Governor Andrey Turchak
in this regard,

all OSCE participating States to maintain the pressure with targeted sanctions
against individuals and entities in the Russian Federation, and to consider the
establishment of a Global Magnitsky Mechanism that also will impose visa
denial, entry bans and freezing of assets against persons (including entities)
who are guilty of gross human rights violations against human rights
defenders or whistle-blowers who expose illegal activities carried out by
government officials.

Recommendations to OSCE/ODIHR

Canada:

For ODIHR, to continue strengthening and updating its election observation
activities and methodology to ensure it remains a global leader in this field;
For ODIHR, to work in close cooperation with other governmental and civil
society organizations to support efforts where democratic principles are most
threatened in the OSCE region.

For ODIHR and OSCE Field Operations, to continue their efforts to strengthen
democratic institutions through the provision of advice, legislative review and
training;

Baltic Center of Historical and Socio-Political Research:
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OcnoBbiBasice Ha pemenun [IACE or 8 wHosOps 2002 r. u pemeHun
EBponeiickoro mapimamenta ot 8 ceHtsOps 2015 r., mpusbsiBato bropo 1o
JIeMOKpaTHYeckuM UWHCTHTyTaM u mpaBam denoBeka OBCE noOuBaTbes
JUKBHUJAUU 0e3 BCAKUX YCIIOBUH MaccoBoro OesrpaxkaaHctBa B JlarBuu u
WHCTUTYTa anaTpujioB B DCTOHUU U MPOBEACHUH B 3TUX CTPAaHAX IEPBBIX
mocie 1990 1. BBIOOPOB B OpraHbl BJIACTH Ha OCHOBE BCEOOIIETO
n30MpaTEeNFHOTO TPaBa.

Transparency International:

It is critical that OSCE/ODIHR demand adequate and timely implementation
of recommendations of its election observation missions by the countries’
governments to demonstrate their genuine will for promotion of reforms and
justify the expenditures for deployment of observation missions. In case of
failure of the necessary changes, the elections/referendums taken place in the
same conditions shall be monitored on a much larger scale or not deemed to be
acceptable.

It is important that OSCE/ODIHR demonstrate constant attention and prompt
and principled reaction to the negative processes within the context of its
programs and cooperation areas and demands the partner governments to
actually advance its reforms.

OSCE/ODIHR as well as other international organizations promoting human
rights and democratic elections shall not tolerate the administration of
constitutional referendum the situation of distrust towards the authorities and
shall support the Armenian public’s demand for publishing of electoral lists.

Friday, 25 September 2015

Side event: Implementation of the Istanbul Protocol in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan

Recommendations to participating States

International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR):

Kazakhstan to follow the example of Kyrgyzstan’s and Tajikistan’s
Ministries of Health by obliging all medical personnel of that Ministry to
follow the standards of the Istanbul Protocol when examining detainees and
documenting the findings. The authorities of all three countries should
additionally oblige all other medical personnel to also follow the standards of
the Istanbul Protocol when examining detainees and documenting the findings.
The authorities of all three countries to ensure that personnel carrying out
medical examinations in temporary police detention facilities (IVS) and
investigation isolation facilities (SIZO) are truly independent from the
agencies running the detention facilities.

Tajikistan should introduce the institution of independent forensic experts
and all three countries should ensure that the conclusions of independent
experts are attributed equal evidentiary weight in court
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Side Event: Repressions against Russian civil society in 2015

Recommendations to participating States, OSCE, international and non-governmental

organisations:

Human Rights Centre ""Memorial™:

we recommend to the OSCE, its member states and international and non-
governmental organisations:

Special attention to cases of politically-motivated criminal prosecutions in
Russia, especially in cases of political prisoners a demand to release
imprisoned people who have been prosecuted on obviously falsified charges
and/or exclusively due to their political, religious or other convictions, and
also in connection with the non-violent implementation of freedom of thought,
conscience and religion, freedom to express opinions and information,
freedom of peaceful gatherings and association, and other rights and freedoms
guaranteed by Russia’s international obligations.

Demand the abolition of article 212.1 of the Russian Criminal Code;

Demand the abolition of article 284.1 and all amendments in the legislation
establishing the status of an “undesirable organisation”;

Demand the abolition of article 330.1 and all amendments in the legislation
establishing the status of organisations fulfilling the functions of a foreign
agent;

Demand an amendment to article 282.1 of the Russian Criminal Code,
excluding penalties for calls for non-violent actions;

Demand the specification and narrowing of the legislative definition and
practical use of the legislation defining extremist activity, and also part 1,
article 213, article 214, article 205.2, article 280, article 275, article 282,
article 282.1, article 282.2 and article 282.3 of the Russian Criminal Code;
Demand the abolition of the procedure of extrajudicial inclusion to the list of
persons, whose accounts and property are a subject to blocking;

Monitor violations and demand the observation of the obligations established
as Russia’s international obligations in the sphere of fair trial and of
democratic procedures guaranteeing political competition and the
changeability of government as a result of elections;

Create a list of investigators, prosecutors, judges and other persons personally
responsible for the human rights violations in connection with political
repressions in Russia (similar with the Magnitskiy list), subject to sanctions
outside of Russia.

Monday, 28 September 2015

WORKING SESSION 10: Fundamental freedoms I1, including:

Freedom of movement
Treatment of citizens of other States
Migrant workers, the integration of legal migrants
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Recommendations to participating States

United States of America:

The United States remains concerned that the right to leave and return to one’s
country eludes many citizens in the OSCE region. Several OSCE participating
States inhibit external and internal movement through exit visa regimes and
other mechanisms that frequently target activists, human rights defenders and
political opposition figures. These participating States interfere with the
exercise of other rights of their own citizens, such as the freedoms of
expression and association, thus limiting their ability to engage with the
international community. We urge participating States to cease such
restrictions and uphold their commitments in this area.

Public officials throughout the OSCE region must speak out against
xenophobia and refrain from fanning the flames of hate. Those who commit
hate crimes against migrants and violate labor laws must be prosecuted. More
programs and protections are needed in Russia to assist hundreds of thousands
of labor migrants from Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan, in addition to
government support inside those countries for migrants returning from Russia.

Armenia:

Facilitate free and secure movement of persons among participating States
through ensuring open and secure borders.

Remove the illegal restrictions imposed on the freedom of movement of all
individuals residing in the conflict affected areas and ensure humanitarian
access of international organizations, including OSCE to those areas.

Promote regional and cross-border cooperation at all levels of governance,
including civil society through ensuring freedom of movement for
representatives of governmental bodies, NGOs and international actors,
including OSCE.

European Union (EU):

We continue to firmly believe that everyone has the right to freedom of
movement and residence within the borders of their own country and that
everyone has the right to leave any country, including their own, and return to
his or her country

In the instances where residency registration or declaration procedures are
used they should be applied fully respecting freedom of movement.

We believe that exit visa regimes should be abolished to ensure that the rights
of all citizens to freedom of movement are respected. OSCE participating
States should enable residents of conflict zones, refugees and IDPs to exercise
their right to freedom of movement, in particular, to safe, dignified and
voluntary return, access health-care as well as for other humanitarian
purposes, including reunification of families.

Freedom of movement of human rights defenders must be respected to ensure
they can perform their tasks without any restrictions.
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Georgia:

there is an urgent need to:

Call upon the Russian Federation to immediately stop and reverse the process
of barbwire installation along the occupational lines and act in accordance
with the international law, Helsinki Final Act and its commitments under the
12 August 2008 Ceasefire Agreement;

Call upon the Russian Federation to comply with its obligations under the
international humanitarian and human rights law and as an occupying power,
cease the ongoing flagrant violations of fundamental rights and freedoms of
the population residing in the occupied territories;

Urge the international community to become more active in seeking the access
to the occupied territories as well as adjacent areas and establish a human
rights monitoring mechanism which will be tasked with the assessment of the
situation on the ground,;

Place the OSCE at the forefront of addressing restriction of freedom of
movement, displacement and human right violations on the occupied
territories and start discussions on restoration of the OSCE mission in Georgia.

Ukraine

We call upon participating States and all HDIM participants to support Global
#FreeSavchenko Day on-line and off-line and send a clear message that it
must be no political prisoners in the OSCE region.

We urge the Russian authorities to undertake effective investigation of
information on torture and other ill-treatment of Oleg Sentsov, Oleksandr
Kolchenko, Henady Afanasyev, Stanislav Klyh and others. We call on Russia
to invite OSCE representatives to this investigation and court trials.

We urge Russia to immediately grant consular access to all Ukrainian citizens
kept in custody on the territory of the Russian Federation.

There is an ever growing number of cases of flagrant discrimination,
intolerance and hate crimes in Crimea under the Russian illegal occupation.
We urge Russia to take all necessary measures to prevent any acts of violence
or intolerance based on ethnicity or any other biases in line with its OSCE
commitments.

Anti-Discrimination Centre ""Memorial'";

To the Russian Federation:

We continue to insist on the need to provide foreign nationals and stateless
persons with access to actual judicial protection within the framework of
current Russian and international law.

Russian authorities must take urgent general measures to improve detention
conditions at SITDFNs (Special Institutions for the Temporary Detention of
Foreign Nationals) and introduce judicial control over periods of detention.
To avoid holding people in custody for an extended period of time without a
valid reason, periodic judicial control over the deadlines for executing a
resolution on expulsion and the legality of detention in a SITDFN must be

111



specified in the law (by analogy with articles 108 — 109 of the RF Criminal
Procedural Code), and there must be a sharp reduction in periods for
executing resolutions on expulsion and, accordingly, detention in SITDFNs,
during which the competent authorities must establish the identity of the
people in custody and create documentation for them.

It will be necessary to create the procedural ability to terminate execution of a
resolution on deportation and release the detained person, including at this
person’s own petition, if it is not possible to carry out the expulsion or there
are other humanitarian reasons or new circumstances (lack of citizenship or
the right to enter another country, state of health, military actions, a natural
disaster, granting of asylum in the RF, etc.).

It will be necessary to introduce a legal norm that upon the release of stateless
persons who cannot be expelled to another country or persons not subject to
expulsion for other reasons, these people must be issued documents that
would allow them to remain in Russia legally (for example, a residence
permit for stateless persons or temporary asylum).

It will be necessary to introduce a legal norm that people held in a SITDFN
must be provided with the free legal assistance of an attorney from the time
they are detained until their expulsion from the country, release from the
SITDFN, or, in the case of release without the termination of administrative
prosecution, until the end of the administrative case, while people who are
released due to the impossibility of expulsion must also be provided with free
legal assistance when they apply for permits for their legal stay in the Russian
Federation.

It will be necessary to stop placing pregnant women, the mothers of young
children, the elderly, sick people, and disabled people in SITDFNs in
accordance with the norms of administrative detention established by the RF
Administrative Offenses Code. Children, including those over the age of 16
should not be separated from their parents and placed in remand centers or
orphanages. Living conditions must be created in SITDFNs for detained
people who are married.

It will be necessary to ensure that social watchdog commissions and other
interested persons like relatives, friends, journalists, volunteers, human rights
defenders, ombudsmen, lawyers, and attorneys are not prevented from
visiting people held in SITDFNs. Rooms for meetings and appointments will
have to be furnished so that people can meet there comfortably, and these
rooms should have a corner for children in case prisoners are visited by their
children. Conditions for extended meetings must be created for visits from
relatives.

End the practice of the arbitrary application of punishment for breaches of
discipline. Bar the use of isolation cells and other forms of punishment and
penalties against people held in SITDFNSs.

Ensure that prisoners have a connection with the outside world: allow them to
use landlines and mobile phones, ensure that they have the opportunity to
watch television and listen to the radio, create a free internet station, offer
them the chance to file appeals in written form by mail or online, ensure that
they can correspond freely.

Bar solitary confinement and confinement in locked cells (people should be
able to walk out into the hallway or take a walk in the courtyard when they
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want); create conditions for unlimited walks and conversation, both during
walks and at other times.

e Arrange for high-quality and timely medical care that includes the possibility
of hospitalization (increase the number of personnel in the medical section of
the SITDFN or enter into agreements with outside organizations to service the
SITDFN); arrange for pharmacies.

e Create the opportunity for the unobstructed use of the shower and laundry
room, provide prisoners with all the necessary hygienic supplies, including
soap, laundry detergent, clean linens, changes of clothes, shaving and hair
cutting items, toilet paper, feminine hygiene items, warm clothing.

e Set up stores in SITDFNs selling essential items, personal hygiene items, and
food products.

¢ Improve nutrition; include fruits and vegetables in the diet.

e Organize leisure activities for prisoners: create conditions for exercising
(equipment, space, gear); set up libraries.

e Create paid job opportunities (for example, open production shops in
SITDFNS).

Center for Support of International Protection:
To Jogorku Kenesh (Parliament) of the Kyrgyz Republic:

e JlpoBecTu peBHU3UIO JEHCTBYIOIIUX, HPUOCTAHOBIEHHBIX WU OTMEHEHHBIX
JNBYCTOpOHHUX corjamenuii ¢ Poccuiickoir ®enepanueit mo Bormpocam
MpaBoOBOro mnojoxkeHus rpaxiaan KP, mocrosHHo npoxuBatommx B PD, u
rpaxjaH P®, nocrosuHo npoxupatouux B KP;

e HuunuupoBatps pa3paborky CornameHus O TEHCHOHHOM 00ecredeHnH
rpaxaad KP, uMmeromux TpynoBoi craxk B Poccuiickon ®enepauuu, u
rpaxjaH P®, umeromux tTpyaosoi crax B KP;

e UHunuupoBaTth pa3pabOTKy 3aKOHa O TOCYAapCTBEHHON MOIJEpiKKe
COIMAJIbHO OPUEHTUPOBAHHBIX HEKOMMEPUECKUX OpraHu3allvii, B TOM YHUCIE
OKa3bIBAIOIINX NOAJEPXKKY TrpaxknaHaMm KP — tpyndmumMcs-murpantaM u
YJIeHaM UX CEMEii.

To Ministry of Labour, Migration and Youth of the Kyrgyz Republic:

e  OTKpBITh NPEACTABUTEILCTBO MUHUCTEPCTBA TPY/IA, MOJOJAEKH U MHUTPALIUU
KP B 1. MockBa;

e VHunmmpoBarh cO3/1aHUE MEXBEAOMCTBEHHOM Komuccuu B pamkax EADC no
BOIIPOCaM, CBSI3aHHBIM C MUTPAI[MOHHBIMH MIPOLIECCAMU;

e MHunMupoBaTh CO3JaHUE MEKCEKTOPHOW paboduell rpymmbl MO BOMpOCaM,
CBSI3aHHBIM C MUT'PAaLlMOHHBIMU IIporieccamu B EADC

e  OTKpBITh UEHTP cepTUUKALNU NPOPECCHOHANTBHBIX KBaTU(UKAIMNA pabouux
kaapoB i rpaxaad KP B r. Mocksa;

e Pasmecturh Ha caiite MuHHCTEpCTBA MOJAPOOHYI0O U JIOCTYIHYIO
uHpopMalMI0O O MpaBoBOM monoxeHuu rpaxnad KP B P® cormacho
nonoxxenusam Jlorosopa o EADC;

e PazpaboraTte M 3amyCTHTh HH(POPMALMOHHYIO KaMIAHHUIO MO IPABOBOMY
npocBenieHuo  rpaxzaad KP o mpaBoBOM IOJNIOKEHMHM  TPYASIIMXCS
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roCyJ1apCTB-WICHOB EBpa3suiiCKOr0 3KOHOMHUYECKOTO COK03a, TPYAOBOM H
MUTPALIMOHHOM 3aKOHOAaTeNIbCTBE cTpaH EADC;

Pa3paborats nporpamMmy mo npopuIaKTHKE HEIETATBHON 3aHITOCTH TPaXKaaH
KP, tpynoyctpoennsix Ha Tepputopun PD;

OTKpBITh LEHTP IOPUIUYECKON U MCUXOJIOTHUECKON MoaiepKKku rpaxaan KP,
TPYAOYCTPOEHHBIX Ha TeppuTopuu PD, B r. MockBa

To Ministry of Culture, Information and Tourism of the Kyrgyz Republic:

[ToAroToBUTH U BBHIMYCTUTH B 3UP CEpPHUIO Telenepenay C pa3bsICHEHHEM
MUTPAIMOHHOTO0 3aKOoHozarelbcTBa P®, pHCKOB, IpaB M BO3MOYKHOCTEH
KBIPIbI3CKUX IPaKJaH — TPYASILUXCSI-MUTPAHTOB, IpedbIBatoux B PO;

To Ombudsman of the Kyrgyz Republic:

OTtkpbiTh npencTaButenbeTBo OMOyacmena KP B r. Mocksa;
ConeiicTBoBaTh co3nanuio Copeta 1o npaBam yenoeka EADC;

To Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic:

Nunmmuposats neperosopsl ¢ MU/[ P® o nmpoaneHnn «0KHa BO3MOKHOCTEN»
MUTpanMOHHON amHucTUU TpaxkaaH KP u muddepeHnupoBanHoil oTMEHE
HepaspeleHuii Ha Bbe3l B P®, BbIHECEHHBIX IO JIMHHUAM BCEX
YIIOJIJHOMOYEHHBIX OpraHoB P® 3a He3HAUMTENIbHBIE HAPYLICHUS;

OtkpeiTh KOHCYNbckue otaeneHus KP B xpynHbix permonax P® c nensro
pacIIMpeHys CETH KOHCYIbCKOM nmoanepkku rpaxaad KP;

To Embassy of the Kyrgyz Republic in the Russian Federation:

PazpabGotaTe M pa3MecTUTh B OTKPBITOM JOCTYI€ Ha CTEHAAX KOHCYIbCKOM
ciyk0bl, Ha caiiTe IloconbCTBa akTyaldbHYI MHaMATKY JUIS TPYASIIUXCA —
rpaxnaan Keiprei3crana m uineHoB ux cemed B Poccuiickoit denepanuu c
ydeToMm nosoxxeHuit Jlorosopa o EASC;

AKTUBH3UpPOBaTh PabOTy MO HMH(OPMALMOHHOMY OOECIEUEHUIO IPaBOBOMN
3alIUThl TPYIAIIUXCSI-MUTPAHTOB U ujeHOB ux cemed n3 KP B PD ¢
IIPUBJIEYEHUEM PECYPCOB HEKOMMEPUECKHX U IUACIIOPAIbHBIX OPraHU3alni;
IIpu conericteBun HKO wu opranoB Bmactu P® — mpoBecTH MOHUTOPHHT
YCJIOBUM COJEpKaHWsST M JOCTyna K TpaBoBoM 3ammure Trpaxkiaan KP,
conepxamuxcs B CYBCUI'ax pernonos PO;

ChopmupoBaTh M pa3MeCcTUTb B OTKPBITOM JIOCTYIE «UYEPHBIN CIIHCOK»
MIOCPEAHUYECKUX OpraHu3aluil, Ha AEATEIbHOCTh KOTOPBIX B KOHCYJIBCKYIO
cyx0y [ToconbctBa KP moctymanu sano0sl.

Group 484

We call for immediate action in reaffirming and observing existing
international instruments and the standards contained therein for protection of
human rights and for granting the assistance to refugees and migrants, which
in addition must include observance of the commitments for solidarity and
burden sharing among countries
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Recommendations to OSCE

United States of America:

With hate crimes towards African and Muslim migrants on the rise in the
OSCE region, we commend ODIHR’s efforts to collect hate crimes data and
work with affected communities, with a special focus on women and youth.

Latvian Anti-Fascist Committee:

IIpennarato OBCE 03HaKOMUTBCS € CYIIECTBYIOLIMMH Ha CETOJHS 3allpeTaMu
Ha BBE3A CTpaH — YYACTHUKOB: KTO M IO KaKUM IPpUYMHAM BHCCCH B 3THU
CIIUCKM W BBIHECTH Ha PAacCMOTPEHHE BONPOC 00 OrpaHUYEeHHH TaKOTO
YMHOBHUYBETO Npom3Boja. Kak BapwmaHT MoOrio Obl OBITh NpPEIIOKEHHUE
JONYCKaTh OrpaHUYeHUE CBOOOIBI TIEPEIBIKCHHS NCKITIOUNTEIIBHO PEILICHUEM
cyna.

Monday, 28 September 2015

WORKING SESSION 11: Humanitarian issues and other commitments, including:

Address by the OSCE Special Representative/Co-ordinator for Combating
Trafficking in Human Beings

Combating trafficking in human beings

Refugees and displaced persons

Recommendations to participating States

Armenia:

Strengthen regional and sub-regional cooperation with the OSCE in the field
of combating trafficking in cooperation with the OSCE field operations.
Strengthen the role of the OSCE as a platform for dialogue and cooperation in
the field of anti-trafficking between those participating States, which do not
have bilateral relations.

The OSCE participating states should provide unhindered humanitarian access
of the UNHCR and the UN special procedures to the refugees and internally
displaced people in the conflict affected areas in the entire OSCE area

Both the OSCE and the participating States should undertake measures to
effectively uphold commitment on non-discrimination against asylum seekers,
refugees and IDPs on the national, ethnic and any other ground, as stated in
the Maastricht Ministerial Council Decision 4/03 on Tolerance and Non-
discrimination, adopted in 2003.
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Azerbaijan:

We call on OSCE participating States, in particular the co-chairmen of the
OSCE Minsk Group and its member-states to take effective measures to stop
Armenia’s policy of illegal settlements in the occupied territories and persuade
Armenia to constructively engage in negotiations for finding solution to the
Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict.

Switzerland:

Verstarkte Zusammenarbeit der OSZE-Staaten fir die Verbesserung des
Schutzes von Fluchtlingen und intern Vertriebenen, inklusive Umsetzung be-
stehender Instrumente und Empfehlungen, darunter die ,,Protection Check-
list* und die Empfehlungen des Sonderberichterstatters fiir die Menschenrech-
te von intern Vertriebenen.

Dimensionsubergreifende Weiterentwicklung der Instrumente der OSZE zum
Umgang mit der aktuellen Flichtlingssituation in Europa, inklusive der OSZE
Feld Operationen, in Bezug auf nachhaltige Lésungen, mit Konsultation und
Einbezug von Betroffenen und der Zivilgesellschaft.

Turkey:

Call on participating States to attend the World Humanitarian Summit at the
highest possible level.

Ukraine:
To the Russian Federation:

e C LCJIBO BOCCTAHOBJICHUSA IIpaB 4YCJIIOBCKA Ha BCeM TCPPUTOPUHN praI/IHLI

npussiBacM P®: BepHyTh VYKpanHe HE3aKOHHO aHHEKCHUpPOBaHHBIM KpbiM;
BBIBECTH CBOM BOMCKAa C OKKYIHPOBaHHBIX TeppuTOopuil JloHEUKoW u
Jlyranckoii obnacteil 1 BBIBECTH OTTYZa CBOM BOOPYKEHUS;

IPEKPATUThH MOCTABKY TAaK HA3bIBAEMBIX «TYMaHUTapHBIX KOHBOEB», KOTOPbIE
BBE3KAIOT Ha TEPPUTOPUIO YKpPauHbl C MOJHBIM HApYIIEHHEM YKPaWHCKOIO
3aKOHOJIATENIbCTBA U HOPM MEXJIYHAapOAHOTO IpaBa; CO34aTh YCJIOBUS (HE
MPEMSITCTBOBAaTh) BOCCTAHOBJIICHUIO YKPaWMHOM IOJHOTO KOHTPOJS Ha Bceil
MPOTSKEHHOCTH YKPAaUHO-POCCUNCKOMN TPaHUIIBI.

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees:

e We urge participating States to prioritize measures implementing OSCE

commitments focused on protection, saving lives and addressing root causes of
forced displacement. As the Assistant High Commissioner for Protection, Mr.
Volker Turk, pointed out in his keynote address at the Special Human
Dimension event on refugees and IDPs in July4, it is time to revisit
discussions that took place in the 1980s and 90s in seeking solutions to the
causes of displacement. The “Root Causes of Displacement” is the theme
UNHCR has chosen for the High Commissioner’s Dialogue on Protection
Challenges in Geneva in December 2015.
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By further strengthening our relationship, there will be a possibility of
protecting and assisting refugees and displaced persons in the OSCE region in
a more comprehensive way already at the outset of humanitarian crises. We
invite participating States to reiterate their support and effort by showing their
commitment to finding solutions for what is arguably one of the most crucial
humanitarian issues of the last century.

OSCE Special Representative and Co-ordinator for Combating Trafficking in
Human Beings

As a general recommendation, | would like to recall that the best interests of
the child shall be considered paramount at all times. In order to achieve this
we must go beyond a mere promotion of a child victim-focused approach to
concrete action.

More specifically | would like to mention that in the area of prevention:

participating States should improve educational opportunities for all children
without discrimination. This should also include the elimination of
administrative and practical barriers that impede equal access to education for
vulnerable children;

participating States should improve child care and child protection systems;
participating States should develop measures to prevent child trafficking and
improve their identification in sectors where child trafficking is most
prevalent.

There should also be a progress in the area of implementation of protection
measures:

as mentioned before the non-punishment clause applies to all victims of
trafficking, including children;

participating States should provide unconditional access for children to
shelters addressing their needs, regardless of their administrative status or their
readiness to co-operate with the authorities;

children should have access to comprehensive protective services including
physical, psychosocial, legal, educational, housing and healthcare assistance.

Group 484:

e We call for immediate action in reaffirming and observing existing

international instruments and the standards contained therein for protection of
human rights and for granting the assistance to refugees and migrants, which
in addition must include observance of the commitments for solidarity and
burden sharing among countries.

National Forum 'Ossetia Accuses':

Hamm pexomennanuu crpanam ydactHuiiaMm OBCE, G0oNbIIMHCTBO KOTOPBIX
Tak)Ke MPUHUMAET ydacTue B ronocoBanuu B ['eHepanbHoit Accambiee OOH
110 BHOCUMBIM TPY3UHCKOW CTOPOHOU PE30TIONUSIM, PACCMATPUBATh MPOOIEMY
C ydeToM OeXeHLeB W3 caMoil ['py3uM OCEeTHMHCKON HAIMOHAJIBHOCTH, HX
0oJIee cTa THICSY MOCIIE dTHHUECKUX YUCTOK 1989-91 romgos u Oosiee 36 ThICSY
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OCETHH BBIHYX/IEHHBIX IIOKUHYTH CBOU foMa B Peciyonuke FOxuas Ocetust u
0exath B Poccuiickyro deneparnuio BCICICTBUE arpecCU ['py3un B aBrycTe
2008 roxa.

Soteria International:

We recommend Swedish authorities to take immediate actions to stop the
persecution of the refugee in Sweden, by Swedish authorities.

We recommend Sweden and other EU member states to work for a legislative
solution, so that political or religious persecution cannot be continued with a
European Arrest Warrant.

University of Lucerne, Faculty of Law:

with regards to prevention and specific at-risk children, 1 would ask you all to
consider whether and how the OSCE and its Participating States could play a
more significant role in ending childhood statelessness.

Recommendations to OSCE

Armenia:

Both the OSCE and the participating States should undertake measures to
effectively uphold commitment on non-discrimination against asylum seekers,
refugees and IDPs on the national, ethnic and any other ground, as stated in
the Maastricht Ministerial Council Decision 4/03 on Tolerance and Non-
discrimination, adopted in 2003.

Azerbaijan:

Azerbaijani delegation recalls its appeal to the co-chairmen of the OSCE
Minsk Group, in which Azerbaijani side has requested to organize a fact-
finding mission to the occupied territories with a view to addressing the illegal
activities therein, including the illegal transfer of population to these
territories.

Russian Federation:

[IpuzsiBaem OBCE u ee WUWHCTUTYTBI M BCE€ TOCYyJapCTBa-y4aCTHUKHU
MIPOJOIIKATH YAETSATh MPUCTATHHOE BHUMAHUE PEUICHUIO BOMPOCOB OOPHOBI CO
BceMH (opMaMH TOPTOBIM JIOJIbMHU. PaccuuThiBaeM, 4TO B JalbHEHIIIEM
ocoboe BHHMMaHHE B paMmkax peanusanuu ob6s3atensctB OBCE  Oyner
oOpamaTbCsi Ha YIENATHCS TaKOM BAXKHEWINMMA acleKT, Kak Ooppba ¢
TOPrOBIIEH  AETbMH, OCOOCHHO  OCTaBIIMMHUCA 0€3  poauTene u
BOCITUTHIBAIOIINXCA B TPHUEMHBIX CeMbsiX. HeoOXoammMo TOCTaBUThH 3aciiOH
pacnpoctpaneHHbie B MuHTepHere u comcersax «HTepHeT-Onpxkam» 1O
nmpoiake U 0OMeHy MpUeMHBIX AeTeil. [lommmo cypoBoro HakazaHus ISt
3MIOYMBINUICHHAKOB ~ JOJDKHBI ~ OBITHh  MPEAYCMOTPEHBI  CIIEHATIbHBIC
MporpaMMbl peaOUIIUTAIUA W TICUXOJOTUYECKON MOMOIIM I JIeTeH-)KEePTB
TOPTOBJIH JIFOAbMHU.
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Switzerland:

Dimensionsubergreifende Weiterentwicklung der Instrumente der OSZE zum
Umgang mit der aktuellen Flichtlingssituation in Europa, inklusive der OSZE
Feld Operationen, in Bezug auf nachhaltige Losungen, mit Konsultation und
Einbezug von Betroffenen und der Zivilgesellschaft.

Fur die zukunftigen Anstrengungen der OSZE zur Bekdmpfung des
Menschenhan-dels empfehlen wir:

die Uberregionale Zusammenarbeit zur Verbesserung des Schutzes von
Hausangestellten in diplomatischen Haushalten;

die Forderung der Zusammenarbeit aller relevanten Akteure, einschliesslich
der Zivilgesellschaft, fur die erfolgreiche Pravention und Bekampfung des
Menschenhandels.

Ukraine:

Oobpamaemcs k  OBCE, Cosery Espons, OOH, HATO wu napyrum
MEX/yHApPOAHBIM OpraHU3alMsIM ¢ POChOOH CIOCOOCTBOBATh YCTAHOBICHHIO
MHpa, 3auure TEPPUTOPUAIBHON LIEJIOCTHOCTH YKpaussl u
HEIIPUKOCHOBEHHOCTH €€ TOCYJapCTBEHHON TIpaHMIbl. TOJIBKO IOCIE 3TOrO
VYKpanHa CMOXKET 3alUTUTh B IIOJTHOM 00BbEME MpaBa CBOUX I'PakJlaH

University of Lucerne, Faculty of Law:

with regards to prevention and specific at-risk children, I would ask you all to
consider whether and how the OSCE and its Participating States could play a
more significant role in ending childhood statelessness.

with regards to prosecution, the OSCE should continue to support
Participating States in establishing and developing National Referral
Mechanisms.

concerning protection efforts the OSCE could collect and exchange good
practices regarding the operationalisation of the principle of the best interests
of the child in all measures to assist and to protect trafficked children. In
particular, this would include Best Interests Determination procedures that aim
to identify a durable solution in line with the good practice compiled in
UNHCR and UNICEF’s recent report Safe & Sound.

Tuesday, 29 September 2015

WORKING SESSION 12: Specifically selected topic: Combating hate crimes and
ensuring effective protection against discrimination

Recommendations to participating States

Armenia:

Governments and political figures should denounce racist and xenophobic
discourse, including targeting certain ethnic and religious groups as tool to
gain political advantage
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e Participating States should convey clear political message in favour of
diversity and pluralism, extend support at state level to projects aimed at
promoting confidence, trust and reconciliation between peoples

e Participating States should ensure that the fight against terrorism must never
become a pretext for misuse of criminal prosecutions or for other repressive
measures against individuals on account of their ethnic origin.

Canada:

e For participating States, to develop or improve their monitoring and data
collection of hate crime and implement whole of government approaches to
combating hate, violence and discrimination.

e For participating States, to develop and implement legislation to combat hate-
motivated violence.

e For participating States, to ensure that hate crimes committed against persons
because of their sexual orientation are included within their definition of hate
crime in their national criminal codes

European Union (EU):

e Increase efforts to strengthen the implementation of the OSCE Ministerial
Council’s Decision No. 9/2009 on Combating Hate Crimes.

e Boost the OSCE wide fight against hate speech, while fully respecting
freedom of expression, including by using all opportunities offered to publicly
condemn and speak out against hate crimes, regardless of pretext.

e Continue cooperating actively with the Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights (ODIHR) and to fully support its activities in preventing hate
crimes.

e Submit available and relevant data to ODIHR for its annual report on hate
crimes in the OSCE region.

Article 19:

e States must initiate clear measures and steps to ensure that discrimination on
any grounds is made unacceptable in our societies. However, policies and laws
need to respond to a double challenge: guaranteeing freedom of expression on
the one hand while also finding ways to promote tolerance, including by
combating incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence. ARTICLE 19
strongly believes that there is no contradiction in this, and that freedom of
expression, combined with strong anti-discrimination laws, education and
training policies, is the best way to challenge intolerance.

Barnabas Fund:
we call upon European authorities to:

e protect and aid minority populations, and to provide aid and support to Syrian
and Iragi minorities in just proportion to their numbers in the general
population. This should be an explicit and verifiable policy. European states
should likewise ensure that humanitarian asylum for refugees is likewise
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provided with an explicit and verifiable policy that vulnerable religious/ethnic
groups receive a fair quota of places.

Blrgerbewegung Pax Europa:

Recommends:

e That border and internal security be significantly strengthened by participating
States.

e That participating States abstain from violating fundamental rights of their
citizens, such as freedom of expression and assembly or property rights, in
order to accommaodate foreigners.

e That solid policing, including the use of relevant profiling, remain a top
priority.

e That the quality of policing must never be impaired by a struggle against
‘Discrimination’.

e That organizations seeking to destroy democracy and secular society be
controlled or dissolved.

Center for Information and Analysis (SOVA):

e Change the crime reporting system so that suspected hate motive could be
recorded at any stage, including the earliest one. Specialized police units are
more effective in investigating hate crimes, but regular police should conduct
such investigations as well.

e Publish hate crime statistics, highlighting the different types, regions, and
number of victims. Official statistics should be based both on court decisions
(for both proven and unproven cases), and on the number of opened criminal
cases.

e More actively use the information collected by non-governmental
organizations that perform systematic monitoring of racist groups, and consult
NGOs on law enforcement issues. Despite methodological, and even political,
differences, such cooperation can be very productive.

e Take statements from victims of suspected hate crimes also at mediation with
such NGOs and specialized public authorities, dealing with discrimination
problems.

e Adjust the legislative framework covering hate crimes and related activities,
including public incitement, organizing, financing, etc. Legislation should
focus law enforcement efforts, first and foremost, on prosecuting the most
dangerous crimes against the person. The internal policies and regulations of
law enforcement agencies should reflect the same priorities.

e To investigate the activities of the groups involved in the war crimes in one
way or another; to investigate other especially grave crimes during the conflict
in Ukraine.

Center for Security Policy:

e recommends that the OSCE and all participating States not make Orwell a
prophet but instead rethink the suppression of thought through the unbridled
assault on its expression through the thinly veiled hate speech narrative.
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Collectif contre L'islamophobe en France:

We call upon OSCE member states to support victims of discriminations by:

enforcing their right to file charges
for civil servants to accept them
and for the justice system to consider islamophobia as an aggravating factor

We call upon OSCE and its member states to:

recognize islamophobia as it is, a hate fueled ideology threatening social
cohesion.

European Centre for Law and Justice:

d’organiser une collecte de 1’ensemble des faits concernant la haine anti-
chrétienne

de permettre au public, et notamment aux journalistes, d’y avoir acces
librement ;

de bien distinguer dans ces statistiques des faits de nature tres différente ;

de réprimer avec fermeté et justice I’ensemble des actes anti-chrétiens ;

de protéger la liberté religicuse et la liberté d’expression et, plus largement, de
protéger I’ensemble des activités chrétiennes, privées comme publiques.

“Giuseppe Dossetti” Observatory for Religious Tolerance and Freedom:

Participating States are urged to:

Provide disaggregated data on hate crimes, paying more attention to the hate
crimes against Christians — also where they are majority — in the questionnaire
collecting data from national data collection point.

Compile and publish a national report on hate crimes.

Develop training programs on hate crimes for public officials and law
enforcement agencies operating at local level.

Adopt national action plan in order to prevent and respond to hate crimes.
Request the assistance of the OSCE/ODIHR in order to implement TACHLE
and PAHCT at national level.

Golos Svobody Public Foundation:

To Republic of Kyrgyzstan:

Heo0OxomuMo MpuHATH 3aKOH O HAPKOJIOTUYECKOW MOMOIIU HACENEHUIO s
omnpeNeieHuss BUJOB  HAPKOJOTMYECKOW  TOMOIIM, TapaHTUU  IpaB
MCOUIINHCKHUX pa6OTHI/IKOB B HpeHOCTaBJ'IeHI/II/I HapKOHOFquCKOfI IIOMOIIIH,
MEXaHU3MOB 3alIUTHI [TPaB MALUEHTOB OT IUCKPUMHUHAIIUY U T.]I.
HeobxoaumMo HW3MEHEHUTH/OTMEHUTh CHCTEMY HAPKOJIOTHYECKOTO YydeTa
MAIMEHTOB OMUOWIHON 3aMECTUTEIIbHOM Tepanuu.
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HeoOxonuMo BHECTH TMOMpaBKM B 3aKOHOAATENBCTBO O TMPUMEHEHUH
MPUHYAUTEIBHOTO JIEYEHHs] HAPKOTHYECKOW 3aBUCHUMOCTH TOJBKO B TeEX
ClIly4asx, KOIZJla CYHIECTBYET PEaJIbHBIM PUCK NPUYMHEHUS JINLOM TSKKOTO
Bpena cede Uil TPEThUM JIUIIaM.

Heo6xoanMo BHecTH n3MeHeHUs B YToa0BHbIM Kojekc cTpaHbl U HCKITIOUUTD
COCTOSIHUE OIbSTHEHUS U3 YMCJIA OTATYAIOIIHUX BUHY 00CTOSTENbCTB.
Heo6xoarMo BHECTH HM3MEHEHHsS! B YTOJOBHBIA KOJAEKC, KOTOPBIE MO3BOJST
OCYLIECTBJIATh MEPBI HAKA3aHUs, AIbTCPHATUBHBIC TIOPEMHOMY 3aKIIOYEHUIO,
32 HEHaCWJIbCTBEHHbIE NPECTYIJICHUS, CBA3aHHbIE C HapKOTUKaMu (0e3 uenu
cObITA).

LGBT Association "LIGA™:

We call upon the OSCE Participating States to use their influence and recommend the
governments of Ukraine and Kazakhstan to:

Ensure protection of citizens from discrimination based on sexual orientation
and gender identity by including these grounds in the legal framework;

Ensure prohibition of discrimination of LGBT people by including sexual
orientation and gender identity into the Constitution of Ukraine;

Ensure exhaustive list of grounds for protection from and investigating hate
crimes including those committed with the homophobic or transphobic
motives;

Include civil society organizations working for human rights protection of
LGBT people into the law-making processes.

Western Thrace Minority University Graduates Association:
To Greece:

To respect and promote basic principles of equality and non-discrimination
across the country, treat members of the Turkish Minority as equal citizens
and promote their ethnic, religious, linguistic and cultural characteristics,

To trial those who are responsible for the hate motivated attacks and crimes
against the Turkish Minority and its foundations,

To start an objective, effective, result-oriented dialogue mechanism with
representatives of the Turkish Minority that aims to fight against any kind of
actions based on discrimination, inequality and intolerance towards Muslim
and Turkish identities in Western Thrace.

Recommendations to OSCE

Russian Federation:

Wcnonuurensubie ctpyktypbsl OBCE - BJIUIIY, Ilpencrasurens OBCE mo
cBobosie CMU, BepxoBHBIN KOMHCCAp IO JeiaM HAIMEHBITUHCTB - JOJDKHBI
cOKYyCHpOBATh CBOIO AEATEIBHOCTh Ha OOph0OE ¢ MPECTYIUIEHUSIMU Ha TOYBE
HEHABHUCTH U pazxuranvuemM HeHaBuctd B CMU u NHTepHeTe, Ha npeceueHnn
pacIpoOCTpaHEHUs] MATEPUAIOB PAJMKAIBHOIO M JKCTPEMHUCTCKOTO TOJIKA,
Iponarasibl 1 BEpOOBKH HOBBIX YWICHOB B SKCTPEMHUCTCKHE OPraHU3aIUH.
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Center for Information and Analysis (SOVA):

e In the context of the conflict in Ukraine, establish a working group that would
monitor military activities of the ultranationalists. An agreement between
Ukraine and Russia on the format of such a group should be reached.

e Compile and distribute experience gained from comprehensive efforts against
groups that practice racist violence, including specific criminal investigations,
detection and destruction of the groups’ infrastructure, isolation of their
funding sources, identifying organizers and coordinators of violent actions,
etc. Hold an international expert workshop on this topic, if needed.

e Organize a seminar — or better a series of seminars - for law enforcement
officials from different countries, presenting a summary of successful
practices for collecting information and recording hate crimes statistic.

Center for Security Policy:

e recommends that the OSCE and all participating States not make Orwell a
prophet but instead rethink the suppression of thought through the unbridled
assault on its expression through the thinly veiled hate speech narrative.

Collectif contre L'islamophobe en France:

We call upon OSCE and its member states to:

e recognize islamophobia as it is, a hate fueled ideology threatening social
cohesion.

Core Issues Trust, UK:
e We request the OSCE to note :

(1) the rising intolerance of liberal orthodoxy among politicians in an
increasingly intolerant UK state;

(2) the un-censured propagation of hate-speech terms such a ‘bigot’ to
denounce unpopular viewpoints about therapy for unwanted same-sex
attractions.
European Center for Democracy Development:
My recommendations of the OSCE:
e Itis necessary to detail and carefully to standardize the concept of hate crimes.
e The recommendations of the OSCE needed to build the infrastructure to work
with the population in the countries of the OSCE.
e |t is necessary to lead OSCE monitoring of the legislation on the subject of
analysis of how the hate motive affect the classification of the crime.

International Human Rights Movement "*World without Nazism™':
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S xoten 6b1 mpemnoxuts OBCE crienyromue peKoMeHIAUN: HACTOSITEIbHO
TpeOOBaTh OT MPABOOXPAHUTENBHBIX opraHoB cTpaH-wieHoB OBCE BbiaensiTs
MIPECTYIUICHAN HEHABUCTU B 00IIEH KPUMUHAIBHONW CTaTUCTKE U HE MBITAThCSA
MacKHUpOBaTh UX.

Btopoe — OBCE xenaTenbHO HHUIMUPOBATH TPOCBETUTEIBCKHUE POTraMMBbl, B
KOTOpPBIX OBl YETKO YKa3bIBAJIOCh HAa HEIOIYCTUMOCTbH 3JI0YNOTpeOieHui
NnaBaMM MEHBIIMHCTB JJISi ONpaBJaHus KCeHO(OOCKOH mpomaraHabl HIIH
MPECTYIUIEHUI HEHAaBUCTH.

Recommendations to OSCE/ODIHR

European Centre for Law and Justice:

de soutenir et de développer la prise de conscience sur les actes anti-chrétiens ;
de promouvoir la liberté religieuse ;

d’encourager les Etats membres a prendre les dispositions législatives et
jurisprudentielles nécessaires pour ne pas laisser impunies les agressions anti-
chrétiennes ;

d’encourager les Etats membres a prendre les dispositions administratives
nécessaires pour suivre précisement les agressions anti-chrétiennes.

“Giuseppe Dossetti” Observatory for Religious Tolerance and Freedom:

The OSCE/ODIHR is called upon to:

Train law enforcement agencies, media and civil society to consider carefully
also the hate crimes perpetrated against majority groups.

Develop Guidelines for educators on countering intolerance and
discrimination against Christians.

Tuesday, 29 September 2015

WORKING SESSION 13: Specifically selected topic: Combating hate crimes and
ensuring effective protection against discrimination (continued)

Recommendations to participating States

ACT for America 5280 Coalition:

Act for America 5280 Coalition recommends that complaints by self-
identified Islamic entities concerning “hate crimes and discrimination” be
ignored until they themselves uphold the same standards that they demand
from the rest of the non-Muslim world.

Alliance Defending Freedom:
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ADF International further calls on Participating States to repeal vaguely
worded “hate speech” laws to ensure a free exchange in the marketplace of
ideas.

Center for Security Policy:

In places like this OSCE forum, there seems to be an emerging tyranny of
facially neutral narratives driven by ill-defined terms purposefully directed at
the suppression of the very freedoms and liberties they say they promote. The
Center for Security Policy recommends that the OSCE and participating States
rethink the “Hate Speech / Hate Crime” narratives they seek to adopt that have
the effect of undermining the very rights the claim to promote.

Chernivtsy Regional NGO ‘Human Rights’:

To Ukraine:

IIpyHAT, HOBBIA AHTUAMCKPUMUHALMOHHBIM 3aKOH, COOTBETCTBYIOILUMN
MEXJIYHAapOAHbIM  TPABOBBIM  CTaHAapTaM, a He MOAM(PULUPOBATH
MMEIOIIMICS

OtcnexxuBaTh (UHAHCOBBIE TPAH3aKLUMU YKPAaMHCKMX YMHOBHUKOB 3a
rpaHuy,

BBECTH CaHKIMM IMPOTHB YKPAaWHCKUX YUHOBHMKOB M  OJIUTAPXOB,
3aHUMAIOIIUXCS PA3BOPOBBIBAHUEM OFO/DKETHBIX CPEJCTB, HE pa3pellath UM
BBE3]1 Ha Tepputoputo EBponelickux rocynapers u CIIIA

BEPHYTb YKpaJCHHble UMHOBHUKAMH JI€HbIW M BBIBE3E€HHBbIE 3a pyOex B
Or0/KeT YKpauHBI C 1IEJIbI0 MPEeA0TBPAIeHUs TeHOLUAa YKPAauHCKOr0 Hapoia
MPUHATH 3aKOH O 3alllUTe MpaB IPaBO3AIIUTHUKOB — OJHOM M3 Hauboisee
JUCKPUMHUHHUPYEMOMU IpyIIe B YKpauHe

Collectif contre L'islamophobe en France:

We call upon the OSCE and its member states to promote integration through
anti discriminatory recruitment policies in companies and to, and we cannot
stress this enough, let the justice system do its work when cases of anti-
Muslim crimes and cases of discrimination are brought to court. The impunity
of these attacks is only a call for them to increase

Public Union "Labrys':

All three state have general laws, which protect all citizens. However, there
are no laws specifically protecting the LGBTI community from hate crimes.
This situation justifies hate crimes and neglects violations of human rights. We
urge Tajikistan, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan to introduce comprehensive
laws and policies against hate crimes, violence and discrimination, that are
inclusive of LGBTI.

Take measures to reports, investigation and prosecution of hate crimes against
members of the LGBT community.

SOVA Center for Information and Analysis:
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To give an evaluation to the national laws on incitement to hatred and their
implementation, with reference to the Rabat Action Plan

There is a need to adopt and develop comprehensive anti-discrimination
legislation or a series of individual acts containing effective rules and
procedures of proving discrimination

Public officials should have no right to express publicly their intolerance or
even disrespect to any minorities. Civil service legislation should include
effective sanctions against such actions. These penalties also need be made
public.

Recommendations to OSCE

Alliance Defending Freedom:

ADF International strongly urges the OSCE to restate the foundational
importance of freedom of expression, particularly as applied to undesirable
ideas and minority opinions.

Blrgerbewegung Pax Europa:

Recommends:

That definitions of terms used in OSCE documents always be provided,
possibly by reference.

That terms with overly broad or unclear definitions should not be used in
OSCE documents, also in order to secure that wellmeaning decisions cannot
be exploited by enemies of free societies.

That care be taken to not incite a mob mentality through the use of poorly
defined term.

That the Rule of Law principle of “Innocent until proven guilty” be kept in
mind and applied.

Collectif contre L'islamophobe en France:

We call upon the OSCE and its member states to promote integration through
anti discriminatory recruitment policies in companies and to, and we cannot
stress this enough, let the justice system do its work when cases of anti muslim
crimes and cases of discrimination are brought to court. The impunity of these
attacks is only a call for them to increase

Institute of European Studies, Latvia:

My recommendations of the OSCE leadership:

Create a commission to monitor the problem of mass non-citizenship in Latvia
and Estonia. The Commission should pay attention to the facts of the
persecution of activists of non-citizens in Latvia and Estonia by Political
police.
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e We appeal to the leadership of the OSCE to apply the tools of influence on
Latvia in the field of protection of minorities that are discriminated against,
which are in its possession.

SOVA Center for Information and Analysis:

e Personal Representatives of the Chairman- in- Office on Tolerance and Non-
Discrimination should increase the visibility of their work and enhance their
cooperation with civil society (including seeking increased media coverage of
their country visits, wider dissemination of their reports and more active
participation in international and national events on topics relevant to their
mandates, including those organized by NGOs).

Recommendations to OSCE/ODIHR

Muslim Denomination in Bulgaria:

e To suggest specific measures to prevent intolerance, xenophobia and hate
crimes;

e To undertake measures for better supporting OSCE participating States in
implementing their commitments on tolerance and non-discrimination;

e To continue with the training programs on responding to hate crimes and all
kind of intolerance for law enforcement, educators, NGOs etc.

SOVA Center for Information and Analysis:

e ODIHR, together with the Venice Commission, should examine the legislation
of participating States for discriminatory provisions targeting religious and
ethnic minorities, Roma and Sinti, migrants, LGBT, and other groups, and
issue recommendations upon results of this examination; participating States
should request such examinations and follow their recommendations.

e ODIHR should organize expert consultations on ways to address violations of
fundamental rights, including incitement to hatred, in the context of elections
in participating States, by using, inter alia, existing tools such as ODIHR
election observation missions and the Panel of experts on political party
regulation.

Recommendations to FoM

SOVA Center for Information and Analysis:
e The Representative on Freedom of the Media should develop and promote
guidelines for participating States on combating hate speech in the media and

the Internet as well as by public officials and politicians, while also upholding
freedom of expression

Side Event: Human Rights Situation in the Occupied Regions of Georgia

128



Recommendations to participating States

Georgia:

Appeals to the international community, states as well as international
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations:

e to continue recognizing extensively and widely the occupation of the
territories of Georgia by the Russian Federation;

e to continue calling on the Russian Federation to bear responsibility for human
rights violations on the occupied regions of Georgia;

e to continue calling on the Russian Federation to stop placing and remove
barbed wire fences and other artificial obstacles along the occupation line;

e to take additional measures in order to monitor and report on the human rights
situation in the occupied regions of Georgia;

e to continue calling on the Russian Federation to allow a) access of the
international human rights monitoring mechanisms to the occupied regions of
Georgia; b) relevant missions of international organizations (e.g. EUMM),
including humanitarian organizations, to the occupied regions of Georgia
through legal routes;

e to continue and intensify condemning violations of human rights such as
freedom of movement; freedom from torture and ill-treatment; the right to
liberty; and the right to property in the occupied regions of Georgia.

Wednesday, 30 September 2015

WORKING SESSION 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination I, including:

- Combating racism, xenophobia and discrimination, also focusing on
intolerance and discrimination against Christians and members of other
religions

- Combating anti-Semitism

- Combating intolerance and discrimination against Muslims

Recommendations to participating States

United States of America:

e We urge participating States to support these efforts by increasing funding for
ODIHR within the unified budget and through extra-budgetary projects. We
welcome the launch of ODIHR’s hate crimes website late last year. Thirty-two
participating States have fulfilled the commitment to provide hate crimes data
to ODIHR; we encourage the remaining participating States to do so without
delay.

e We urge the EU and individual governments to ensure sustained attention to
anti-Semitism by appointing envoys for that purpose. We also agree with the
closing statement of the Swiss Chair-in-Office at last year’s Berlin Conference
that the Working Definition of Anti-Semitism disseminated by the EU
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Monitoring Center remains a useful tool for governments and civil society in
explaining how anti-Zionism is frequently a mask for anti-Semitism.

Holy See:

We call upon the OSCE participating States, in particular, and the
international community in general, as well as the media and other relevant
role-players to combat intolerance and discrimination, as well as hate incidents
and crimes against Christians, with the same determination as they would fight
hatred against members of other religious communities.

European Union (EU) :

Veiller & ce que chaque individu puisse jouir, sans distinction, des droits de
I’Homme et des libertés fondamentales et dispose de moyens de recours
effectif en cas de discrimination ou autre violation de ces droits et libertés ;
Favoriser I’apprentissage de la diversité, du dialogue et de la tolérance et
déconstruire les préjugés en promouvant les droits de ’'Homme et des sociétés
inclusives et solidaires ;

(Euvrer a la compréhension et a la tolérance entre communautés ;

Condamner de facon systématique les appels a la haine quels qu’en soient les
auteurs, les motifs et les individus ou les communautés visees

Coopérer activement avec le BIDDH pour prévenir et combattre toutes les
formes d’intolérance.

Switzerland:

La collaboration entre les Etats et la société civile est un élément déterminant pour
renforcer la lutte contre [’intolérance et la discrimination. A cet effet, nous
recommandons en particulier aux Etats participants:

Premic¢rement, de mettre en ceuvre sans attendre la Déclaration ministérielle de
Bale sur le renforcement des efforts de lutte contre 1’antisémitisme.
Deuxiemement, de promouvoir toute forme de coopération et de partenariat
avec la société civile, notamment avec les organisations culturelles et
religieuses, pour sensibiliser aux effets négatifs de la discrimination et pour
favoriser le respect ainsi que la compréhension entre les diverses
communautés ethniques et religieuses.

ACT for America 5280 Coalition:

The ACT for America 5280 Coalition recommends that any complaints by
self-defined Islamic entities concerning “intolerance” be ignored until such a
time that these same entities show some of the tolerance to others that they are
demanding from the West.

Atheist Ireland

Overall Recommendations
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Host an event to combat specifically discrimination against atheists

Appoint an official to report specifically on discrimination against atheists
Support Dublin Declaration on Secularism and the Place of Religion in Public
Life

Support Dublin Declaration on Empowering Women Through Secularism
Change relations of OSCE and States with the Holy See/Catholic Church

Recommendations related to Ireland

Constitutional amendments regarding freedom of religion or belief in Ireland
End religious discrimination in the Irish education system

Amend the Civil Registration Act in Ireland to treat atheists equally
Vindicate the reproductive rights of women in Ireland

Redress for historic abuse of women and children in Ireland

Implement conclusions on freedom of religion of UN Human Rights
Committee

Implement conclusions on the right to education of UN Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 2015, UN Human Rights Committee
under ICCPR 2014, European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance
2013, UN Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination 2011, UN
Human Rights Committee under ICCPR 2008, Council of Europe Framework
Convention on the Protection of National Minorities 2006, UN Committee on
the Rights of the Child 2006, and UN Committee on the Elimination of all
Forms of Racial Discrimination 2005.

B'nai B'rith International:

We must continue to affirm commitments made at the landmark 2004
conference and reiterated at last year’s review conference and assess the
implementation of those commitments.

We should widely promote, within the OSCE, the European Union
Fundamental Rights Agency’s comprehensive working definition of anti-
Semitism.

We must enhance funding for ODIHR’s Tolerance and Non-Discrimination
unit, which has now become a fixed and integral part of the OSCE’s work. We
must enable the TND unit to sustain and expand its critical activities, which
include educational programs on anti-Semitism in more than a dozen
countries.

We must extend, for the foreseeable future, the terms of the three personal
representatives on intolerance.

Member-states must fulfill their reporting requirements with respect to hate
crimes data. Far too few governments have done so until now.

Finally, we must strongly reinforce the crucial principle declared at the 2004
Berlin Conference — That no political position, cause or grievance can ever
justify anti-Semitism — and make clear that the demonization and
delegitimization of the Jewish state is often none other than a pretext for the
hatred of Jews themselves.

Buergerbewegung Pax Europa:

Recommends:
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That our security organizations investigate the ideologies of any and all
religious groups.

That any religious group promoting anti-Semitism and similar views be re-
categorized as political.

And that any such group be held legally responsible for how they motivate
their members.

Center for Security Policy:

OSCE and participating States juristically define the terms they seek to impose
on the citizens of participating States. Where appropriate, definitions should
include identifying terms that have taken on divergent — even Orwellian —
double meanings when used in official forums as opposed to their common
and often defined use. When terms turn out to lack precise definition, their use
when suppressing speech in the interest of hate should be suspended.

Centre of Civic Education "ALMENDA"":

HeykocHurenbHO UCHOMHATH HOpMbI JKeHEBCKOW KOHBEHIMH OT 12 aBrycra
1949 rona o 3amurTe rpaXk1aHCKOrO HACEJIEHUS BO BPEMs BOMHbBI, 0OCOOEHHO B
YacTH MpHUHYXIeHus o e€ coOmoneHud. Heobxomumo BbIpaboTaTh
KOHKpPETHbIE MEXaHW3Mbl, BO3JEHCTBYIOLIME HA OKKYIHUPYIOLIYIO JIEpKaBy,
IUIsl IPUHYXJIEHUS €€ K COOJII0/ICHUIO KOHBEHIIMH.

Constantinopolitan Society:

Property rights

Return properties of minority foundations registered in the 1936 Declarations
without precondition and bureaucratic obstacles to their rightful owners. If
there is any kind of dispute as for the ownership of a particular property, the
burden of proof should lay on the state and not on the foundations.

Amend the Law on non-Muslim Welfare Foundations in such a way that
would allow for, inter alia,

Solving the question of property that was seized and sold to third parties.
Issuing new regulations for the arbitrarily suspended elections within the
minority foundations and immediately permit conduct of elections in all
foundations.

Returning the three churches of Panayia Kafatiani, Aya Yani and Aya Nikola
in the district of Karakoy - Galata in Istanbul, as well as their immovable
properties, which are illegally and forcibly occupied by the self-declared and
nonexistent “Turkish Orthodox Patriarchate (TOP)”, to their legal owners.
Turkish authorities should grant them full legal entity status so as to be able to
elect their governing bodies and freely administer and manage their own
foundations.

Returning the archives and the library of 50.000 valuable volumes of the
Hellenic

Literary Society of Constantinople (Ellinikos Filologikos Syllogos
Konstantinoupoleos) - which has been illegally confiscated in 1925- to a
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Greek Minority Foundation in Istanbul. This library represents the intellectual
heritage of the Hellenism of Constantinople.

e Ensuring that Greek citizens are able to fully enjoy their rights over inherited
patrimonial property, by implementing as of March 2010 recommendations of
the Council of Europe Venice Commission on the protection of property
rights. Turkey should conform to the relevant rulings of the European Court
for Human Rights.

Educational rights

e Amend the Law on Private Schools Education, so as the diplomas of students
of European and other nationalities are officially recognized and validated for
their admittance in Turkish Universities etc.

e Facilitate the approval of textbooks used by Greek minority schools through a
simple and speedy process.

e Support financially minority schools, as it is foreseen by the 1923 Lausanne
Treaty.

e Delete all anti-minority references from schoolbooks used for teaching in
Turkey, as it forges historic realities, fosters discriminatory behavior against
members of the minority and incites hate actions.

Human rights, non-discrimination issues

e Restitute Turkish Republic citizenship to Greek minority members living
abroad and issue permanent residence and work permit to those who are
willing to live in Turkey.

e Ensure that Greek citizens are able to fully enjoy their rights over inherited
patrimonial property.

e Comply with decisions made by the European Court of Human Rights by
removing the space listing religious affiliation on official identification cards.

e Fully implement the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and interpret the 1923
Lausanne Treaty so as to provide equal rights to the Greek Minority in Turkey.

e Sign and ratify the Framework Convention for the Protection of National
Minorities (FCNM) of the Council of Europe.

e Revise the law on the National Human Rights Institution (NHRI) in order to
make it an independent body which is adequately accountable to the public
and which includes the participation of non-Muslim minorities’ members.

e Turkey is urged to make sustained efforts to prevent and punish hate speech or
crimes targeting persons belonging to minorities.

CST - Community Security Trust:

e We have a right to expect States to take initiative, and to ensure that education
of all students incorporates to history of Jews’ contribution to European
culture and science, greater awareness and understanding of contemporary
anti-Semitism, as well as the history of the Holocaust and the learning that
emerges from this. We also have the right to expect Participating States to
facilitate continuing cooperation between Jewish and other faith communities.
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Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW):

CSW further calls on OSCE participating States and institutions to encourage
and assist the Turkish authorities in promoting freedom of religion or belief in
accordance with the accepted international human rights standards on freedom
of religion or belief.

CSW urges Turkey to:

Ensure that all religion or belief groups and their institutions can obtain legal
personality and exercise their internationally established rights;

Effectively prosecute those who attack places of worship or individuals due to
their religion or belief and provide the victims of rights violations with
reparations;

Educate all public officials, including those charged with law enforcement in
their duty to protect the rights of religious minorities in a manner consistent
with the international human rights framework on freedom of religion or
belief;

Monitor the implementation of the decree returning confiscated properties to
minority communities, to ensure that the General Foundations Board of
Turkey processes each application for return of assets quickly and fairly;
Remove the box denoting religion on ID cards in line with the ECtHR’s 2010
decision in Sinan Isik v. Turkey in order to avoid further breaches of Article 9
of the ECHR.

Ensure the implementation of recommendations made in the 2015 UN UPR,
especially those pertaining to Freedom of Religion or Belief and Freedom of
Expression;

Ratify the Council of Europe Framework Convention for the Protection of
National Minorities;

Remove all reservations to international human rights treaties and uphold the
rights outlined in the international statutes to which it is party; including
withdrawing its reservations to article 27 of the ICCPR on minority rights,
which limits the rights afforded to religious minorities

European Centre for Law and Justice:

To assess freedom of conscience legislations to fully secure conscientious
objection; to refrain from interferences and to modify legislation that
discriminates or interferes with freedom of conscience and religion; to follow
the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly Resolution of July 2011.

ECLJ recommends to employers to make possible the conscientious objection
of medical staff.

To publicly recognize the contribution of Christianity and Christians in all the
fields of the society and to encouraged the media to do so too; to recognize
and condemn crimes and discrimination against Christians and ensure their
right to participate fully in public life; to monitor carefully the growing
phenomenon of hostility against Christians and take appropriate measures in
response; to brief and train law enforcement officials as to protect Christian
activities adequately within the framework of the law; and to follow up the
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly resolution of July 2011.
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European Muslim Initiative for Social Cohesion (EMISCO):

Encourage political leaders and public figures to speak out strongly and
promptly when anti-Muslim incidents occur as well as for other majority
religions;

Re-define European values through an inclusive, pluralistic approach based
on a Reflexive VIRTUE ethics that acknowledges the fruitful historical
interaction between Judeo-Christian and Muslim values in order to move
towards a more inclusive definition of what Europe stands for today;

Introduce a new contract between governments, majority societies, and all
ethnic and religious minorities, based on this re-defined discourse about
“Western values”.

Take steps to effectively address intolerance against Muslims in the OSCE
area, both in preventing and responding to incidents by implementing concrete
measures in every level,

Implement existing OSCE commitments related to monitoring hate crime and
collecting relevant data on incidents targeting Muslim communities, ensuring
that data is disaggregated to show specific bias motivations related to religion;
Ensure that security measures and anti-terrorism efforts are not directed at any
specific ethnic, religious or cultural group, in their design, implementation or
impact;

Collaborate with local civil society groups, and Muslim communities, through
effective partnerships and strengthened dialogue to address intolerance,
discrimination and to promote mutual respect and understanding.

Encourage cultural and religious diversity in public debates, as well as in
consultations during important legislative initiatives.

Make progress in intercultural and interreligious education as
recommended in the Council of Europe Reference Book on Religious
Diversity and Intercultural Education published in 2007 in line with the
European Cultural Convention (1954) (ETS No. 18) which underlines the need
for education to develop mutual understanding between peoples.

European Union of Jewish Students:

We recommend to the OSCE and participating states to undertake awareness
raising measures that enable public stakeholders the following: To strongly
differentiate between what it means to have a Jewish identity, one hand, and
the political image of the State of Israel, on the other hand.

We ask governments to implement their commitment to promote Holocaust
remembrance and education, and to resist the political and revisionist motives
behind distortion of the Holocaust.

We recommend that various forms of Holocaust education should in no way
be compromised.

The online incitement of hatred may prepare the ground for offline violence.
Therefore governments should support civil society initiatives which promote
counter speech and a critical approach towards online content.

FEMYSO - Forum of European Muslim Youth and Student Organisations
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FEMYSO urges:

EU institutions and Member Sates (MS) to officially recognise of
Islamophobia and discrimination as being an aggravating circumstances in
hate crimes

Member States to adopt national strategies to tackle and address
discrimination faced by Muslims.

Member states to collect disaggregated data on gender, ethnicity, religion an
belief with the aim to better implement anti-discrimination law and shape
policies to undermine disadvantages faces by Muslims.

UE institutions and MS to monitor hate speech in the political, media and
social media in order to address them strongly as they create a favourable
environment normalising Islamophobic violence and discrimination.
Empower ngo’s by supporting them financially to provide training on
grassroots organisation, law enforcement bodies and professionals and the
victims themselves.

UE institutions and MS to implement and improve EU directives aiming to
tackle discrimination (race equality directives, employment framework).

Forum for Religious Freedom Europe (FOREF):

To Germany:

Investigate the disproportion of the measures taken by the local authorities
and the instigating role played by so-called cult experts in the case of the
Twelve Tribes community and prioritize the physical and psychological well-
being of their children regardless of religious affiliation;

Consider professional opinions of sociologists or accredited scholars of
Religious Studies (Religionswissenschaft) instead of adopting the biased
views of so-called cult-experts (Sektenexperten) or TV reporters when dealing
with New Religious Movements such as the Twelve Tribes;

Avoid stigmatization and bullying of children in foster homes (Jugendheime)
and schools through promoting a culture of mutual tolerance and respect
toward religious minorities;

Encourage mediation, dialogue and de-escalation approaches instead of
criminalization of religious communities;

Implement OSCE commitments on the freedom of religion of thought,
conscience, religion or belief as stated in the Helsinki 1975, Vienna 1989,
Copenhagen 1990 and Kyiev 2013 documents.

To Austria;

Remove the pejorative cult term in the title of the BSS and all state sponsored
observation offices or information centers.

Revise the unconstitutional federal law to install a documentation and
information center for cult issues (Bundesgesetz iber die Einrichtung einer
Dokumentations- und Informationsstelle fur Sektenfragen (EDISG) 1998).
Install a confessionally independent, scientific center for the purpose of
collecting information and providing professional counseling on religious,
spiritual and esoteric communities, regardless of their legal status. (e. g. the
British model of INFORM - information network focus on religious
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movements, which encompasses experts from psychology, sociology and
religious studies.)

Introduce transparency and publicity as guiding principles of state
documentation on religious minorities and inhibit state collaboration with
established churches in emanating information on non-established religious
minorities.

Inhibit state collaboration with and monitor FECRIS-affiliated private
information centers (e. g. GSK).

Enable a due legal process for religious groups to present their standpoint, in
the case that they are named in state reports.

Introduce a reformed legislation on religion that fully respects the principle of
equality, the autonomy of religious communities and the free practice of
religion (cf. Art. 9 ECHR).

To Hungary:

Remove the pejorative cult term in the title of the BSS and all state sponsored
observation offices or information centers.

Revise the unconstitutional federal law to install a documentation and
information center for cult issues (Bundesgesetz tber die Einrichtung einer
Dokumentations- und Informationsstelle fiir Sektenfragen (EDISG) 1998).
Install a confessionally independent, scientific center for the purpose of
collecting information and providing professional counseling on religious,
spiritual and esoteric communities, regardless of their legal status. (e. g. the
British model of INFORM - information network focus on religious
movements, which encompasses experts from psychology, sociology and
religious studies.)

Introduce transparency and publicity as guiding principles of state
documentation on religious minorities and inhibit state collaboration with
established churches in emanating information on non-established religious
minorities.

Inhibit state collaboration with and monitor FECRIS-affiliated private
information centers (e. g. GSK).

Enable a due legal process for religious groups to present their standpoint, in
the case that they are named in state reports.

Introduce a reformed legislation on religion that fully respects the principle of
equality, the autonomy of religious communities and the free practice of
religion (cf. Art. 9 ECHR).

Foundation "CitizenGQO"":

To develop a policy on asylum, based on religious grounds, especially for
persecuted Christians and other religious minorities.

To establish a policy which will help Christians and members of other
religious minorities forced to run to reunite with their families in their
homeland as soon as possible.

Greek Helsinki Monitor:

To Greece:
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Greece should see to it promptly that prosecuting and judicial authorities stop
violating religious freedom, upholding instead the amended provisions of the
Code of Criminal Procedure; launch disciplinary and criminal proceedings
against all those who are liable for the violation of the Greek legal provisions
after 2 April 2012; as well as award compensation to the individuals whose
religious freedom has been violated through statements with a reference to
their religion and a presumption of an oath to the Gospel.

Greece should also adopt the proposed legislative amendments to implement
the Greek National Commission for Human Rights’ recommendation that
religious oath should be completely replaced by political oath.

Human Rights Without Frontiers:

To the Russian Federation:

To release the 1 million brochures of Jehovah’s Witnesses blocked by the
customs in St Petersburg for allegedly containing extremist material while
such brochures are distributed worldwide in more than 100 countries without
any restriction or problem

To lift the ban on the works of Turkish Muslim theologian Said Nursi as they
do not contain any call to violence and to stop prosecuting those who read his
books.

To follow the repeated recommendations of the UN Human Rights Committee
that the Federal Law on Combating Extremist Activity should be revised
without undue delay with a view to clarifying the vague and open-ended
definition of “extremist activity”, ensuring that the definition requires an
element of violence or hatred, and establishing clear and precise criteria on
how materials may be classified as extremist.

MAZSIHISZ - Federation of Jewish Communities in Hungary:

I would recommend to all Participating States to have a fair position in
criticizing Israel and do not use boycott as political tool, otherwise your
Jewish communities will pay the price.

To encourage cooperation between counter terrorist forces and Jewish
communities and give aid to communities (if it is needed financially) to
develop their security infrastructure, to have their members safe.

NGO Public Advocacy:

The international community has to pay careful attention to the processes
currently taking place in Ukraine in view of the attitudes of state authorities to
one of the biggest religious denominations in the country.

Ukrainian authorities to halt the wave of illegal seizures of the UOC churches
and take actions to bring the guilty to justice in order to put a stop to impunity
and ensure defense of human rights in the country.

Observatory for Religious Tolerance and Freedom 'Giuseppe Dossetti':
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adopt practical measures to assure that the media as well as the political and
public discourse are respectful for Christians, their representatives, teaching
and symbols.

foster the participation of Christians in public life and welcome the
interventions in the public debate of the representatives of religious
communities that give their view — based on moral convictions deriving from
faith — about everyday’s life and, in particular, on legislative and
administrative provisions of their Countries.

follow-up the Cordoba, Bucharest, Astana and Tirana Conferences by
convening a Conference at the appropriate high-level in 2016 to examine in a
balanced way racism, intolerance and discrimination, within the realm of the
existing commitments.

Order of St. Andrew:

First, the Government of Turkey should reopen and extend the August 27,
2012 Decree deadline for the submission of applications to recover seized
property, which did not give applicants sufficient time to respond. The Decree
should be expanded to include all seized properties that were excluded. The
Government should also revamp the manner by which the Decree is
implemented. A Public Advocate, who is not a Government bureaucrat, should
be employed to ensure that the Decree is implemented in a fair and
expeditious manner.

Second, the Government of Turkey should allow the Halki School of
Theology to reopen and operate with its own theologians and in a manner
consistent with its own Christian beliefs.

Third, the Government of Turkey should refrain from interfering tn the
internal affairs of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. The 1923 and 1970 directives
of the local Istanbul Government, relating to the citizenship of those who are
entitled to vote for, or be elected as, a new Ecumenical Patriarch should be
rescinded.

Wuestenstrom e.V.:

Recommendations to OSCE/ODIHR and Participating States:

Please do not support programs of sex education that are inappropriate for the
young person‘s age.

Please prevent children and youths from being harmed in the development of
their personalities by nonscientific and ideologic agenda concerning sexuality.
Please prevent children from being early sexualised by controversial sex
educators.

Please do not promote programs that threaten the fundamental rights of
parents to educate their children and that do not respect the culture or the
religion of parents and their children.

Western Thrace Minority University Graduates Association:

To take necessary steps to eliminate the problems derived from the duality of
the religious leaders,
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To put an end to those policies that aim to create social division within the
Turkish society,

To recognize the popularly elected muftis of the Turkish Minority,

To abolish the practice of state appointed officials / appointed muftis and
imams that is against the religious autonomy of the Turkish-Muslim Minority,
To respect the Greek historical leaders who signed 1913 Athens Treaty and
19234 Lausanne Peace Treaty,

To have a dialogue with the representatives of the Turkish Minority while
preparing laws and regulations related to Turkish Minority,

To revise Law No: 3647/2008 regarding the charitable foundations (Waqfs)
that undermines the religious autonomy of the Turkish Minority,

To stop the implementation of the Law No: 4115/2013 regarding the
appointment of imams.

Recommendations to OSCE

Baha'i International Community:

encourages the OSCE to explore how educational processes and capacity-
building endeavours can reinforce the collective awareness of humanity's
oneness, especially among the youth and younger generations.

European Center for Democracy Development:

Take under control the situation with the xenophobic vandalism in Ukraine
and to make every effort to stop the xenophobic campaign initiated by
different political forces who are forming the public demand for radicalism.
We are pleased to note that the OSCE plans to take forward the
recommendations from the Vienna meeting held in April between some
Participating States, civil society experts and Jewsih community
representatives and to now formulate concrete proposals for a programme to
address the concerns.

Recommendations to Chairmanship-in-Office

Observatory for Religious Tolerance and Freedom 'Giuseppe Dossetti':

Consult closely with the Personal Representatives and support their work.
Appoint a fourth Personal Representative on Combating Racism, Xenophobia
and Discrimination, focusing on Intolerance and Discrimination against the
members of other religious communities and against Roma and Sinti, in order
to focus one Personal Representative’s mandate on Intolerance and
Discrimination against Christians

Recommendations to Personal Representatives of the Chairman-in-Office

Observatory for Religious Tolerance and Freedom 'Giuseppe Dossetti':

focus on, and adopt a standardized approach to, country visits and subsequent
reports.
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intervene when incidents do occur, through public statements and engagement
with authorities of relevant participating States.

Recommendations to OSCE/ODIHR

Holy See:

It is not necessary to be a Christian to recognize the growing intolerance,
discrimination and hate crimes against Christians. Nevertheless, prevailing
inaction highlights the urgent need for further raising awareness in society in
general, and in the police and government representatives in particular. The
OSCE and especially ODIHR could play an important role in this endeavour.
Educational materials on countering and raising awareness of this negative
phenomenon, as in the case of anti-Semitism and discrimination and
intolerance against Muslims, should be urgently developed and widely
circulated. This should be seen not only as a necessity, but also as the just
thing to do. It would certainly elevate and enrich the profile of the
OSCE/ODIHR.

European Union (EU) :

Poursuivre la réflexion sur Darticulation des travaux des représentants
personnels de la présidence avec le BIDDH pour une meilleure cohérence et
efficacité des activités au sein de la dimension humaine de I’OSCE ;

Mieux prendre en compte les multiples formes de discrimination dans la
promotion des droits de ’Homme et la lutte contre I’intolérance.

European Centre for Law and Justice:

The ECLJ requests OSCE/ODIHR and to international Governmental Human
Rights institutions: to implement its Parliamentary Assembly resolution of
July 201land to recommend appropriate action to their member states or
participating states.

to report on crimes and discrimination against Christians and recommend
appropriate action to their member states; to encourage governments to
monitor the situation of Christians carefully and to collect segregated data on
hate incidents and crimes against Christians; to examine their own documents
and recommendations with regard to indirect discrimination against Christians
and to recommend to the EU not to adopt the proposed 5th equal treatment
directive.

European Muslim Initiative for Social Cohesion (EMISCO):

Facilitate open discussion and constructive dialogue among and between
government officials, civil society, and religious or belief communities with
the aim of implementing OSCE commitments on the freedom of thought,
conscience, religion or belief;

Highlight patterns on intolerance and discrimination against Muslims, in order
to better understand and proactively address intolerance and discrimination
against Muslims;
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Foster broad civil society co-operations, and the sharing of best practices
among stakeholders, on educational initiatives, as well as other measures to
raise awareness of intolerance against Muslims;

Observatory for Religious Tolerance and Freedom 'Giuseppe Dossetti':

develop Guidelines for educators on countering intolerance and discrimination
against Christians.

develop and strengthen capacity building activities with regard to the
protection of religious properties, including the Christian ones.

Wouestenstrom e.V.:

Recommendations to OSCE/ODIHR and Participating States:

Please do not support programs of sex education that are inappropriate for the
young person‘s age.

Please prevent children and youths from being harmed in the development of
their personalities by nonscientific and ideologic agenda concerning sexuality.
Please prevent children from being early sexualised by controversial sex
educators.

Please do not promote programs that threaten the fundamental rights of
parents to educate their children and that do not respect the culture or the
religion of parents and their children.

Side Event: Combatting Hate Speech, Racism and Incitement against Roma and
Sinti in Election Campaigns

Recommendations to OSCE

Zentralrat Deutscher Sinti und Roma

The Central Council of German Sinti and Roma, calls upon the OSCE to:

Outlaw in general antigypsyism as well as anti-Semitism. Antigypsyism is not
only a direct threat to Roma in the OSCE region, but it constitutes a threat to
our democracy and our community of values.

document antigypsyism as part of its election observation missions and to
respond with their institutions.

the OSCE should encourage the Member States to enforce the relevant
international agreements such as the Framework Convention for the Protection
of National Minorities of the Council of Europe, which prohibits any
discrimination on grounds of membership to a national minority.

Wednesday, 30 September 2015
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WORKING SESSION 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued), including:
Freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief

Recommendations to participating States

Armenia:

Prevent the use of territory of OSCE participating States by terrorist
organizations, including Al-Nusra Front and ISIL for cross-border attacks of
religious minorities in Syria and Irag.

Strengthen the commitments of OSCE participating States to combat violent
extremism based on the religious grounds against individuals and religious
communities.

Address the issue of restitution and compensation for the religious property
through dialogue and consultation between governmental bodies and religious
or belief communities

Adopt measures to promote full respect for and protection of places of
worship, religious sites, symbols and cemeteries.

Investigate effectively, promptly and impartially and punish acts of violence
motivated by intolerance against Christians regardless of the perpetrator.
Assist participating states in education on and remembrance of the genocides
and crimes against humanity perpetrated against Christians.

Highlight patterns on intolerance and discrimination including with regard of
past grave crimes perpetrated against Christians in order to better understand
and proactively address intolerance and discrimination against Christians

Canada:

For OSCE participating States, to ensure that legislation pertaining to
registration of religious organizations embrace the principles of Article 18 of
the ICCPR and are not used to obstruct and curtail activities of religious
communities;

For OSCE participating States, to respect the right of those individuals who
wish to change their religion or belief, or to hold no belief;

For OSCE participating States, to ensure that religious communities are able to
peacefully practice their religion without the threat of violence and
persecution.

For OSCE participating States, to cooperate and work closely with ODIHR's
Human Rights and Tolerance and Non-Discrimination Departments to benefit
from their expertise and experience, so as to foster the implementation of their
OSCE commitments on Freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief, as
well as combat hate crime and discrimination on the basis of religion.

European Union (EU):

Participating States as well as OSCE Institutions and field operations should
recognise, in their structures and activity, that violations of the right to
freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief are violations of the
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fundamental freedoms of all citizens, regardless of their religious, deeply held
ethical, or non-religious beliefs. They should address such human rights
violations in a way which does not discriminate against or in favour of any
belief and safeguards the right to freedom of expression, which includes the
right to publicly criticise religious or other beliefs.

e Participating States should fulfil their commitments by facilitating groups,
associations and communities, existing on the basis of religious or non-
religious beliefs to peacefully operate and publicly manifest their beliefs,
according to their legal status and respecting their autonomy. They should
establish fair and clear standards of recognition which do not infringe OSCE
commitments and international human rights standards, as outlined in the
OSCE/ODIHR “Guidelines on the legal personality of religious or belief
communities” is of utmost importance.

e We assert that violence against persons, groups or communities in violation of
their right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief is unacceptable
under any circumstances.

e We highlight the positive role that free and independent media can have on
preventing the increase of bias and prejudice based on religion and in
promoting mutual respect and understanding, including through specific
educational and awareness-raising programmes.

e We stress the important role of political leaders, elected and state officials and
civil society in denouncing public manifestations of religious intolerance with
a loud and clear voice and in a timely manner.

e We support the participating States’ promotion of opportunities for religious
and non-religious groups within society to have the possibility of open
dialogue with each other and with policy makers on all relevant issues.

Alma-TQ:
To Kazakhstan:

e Raise the issue of homophobic rhetoric, discrimination, censorship and acts of
violence against LGBT people in routine and high-level meetings with
government;

e Ensure that hate speech by religious and other community leaders against
LGBT people are investigated and judged,;

e Create a dialogue in society on freedom of belief that is inclusive of diversity;

e Strengthen the capacity of LGBT civil society organizations to systematically
monitor freedom of thought.

Buergerbewegung Pax Europa:
Recommends:

e That OSCE pS refrain from any form of contact with Hamas, Hezbollah and
other anti-Semitic organizations.

e That 'religion' must not be a cover for promoting anti-Semitic sentiment and
action.

e That teachers are supported in teaching about the Holocaust, even in the face
of Islamist pressure.
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e That any public grants or privileges are revoked from organizations promoting
anti-Semitic dogma.

Center for Information and Analysis (SOVA):

e Do not use lists of banned literature as an instrument for protecting tolerance,
including religious tolerance as this tool has already demonstrated a complete
lack of efficiency, and it generates a lot of human rights violations.

e Accept the fact that religious tolerance should be protected by the same
mechanisms as other forms of tolerance, and refrain from creating special
rules that restrict certain freedoms for the sake of specifically religious
tolerance.

e Disavow any and all laws that interpret religious polemics as incitement to
religious hatred, and to revise the previously adopted solutions reflecting this
spirit.

e Develop an effective mechanism for adopting decisions on the construction of
religious buildings.

e Refuse the requirements to informal communities of believers to give their
information to the public authorities if only they are not claiming any official
status.

Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW):
We call on the Turkish government to:

e Either enact a clear and efficient system that exempts all religious minorities
from RCKE classes or to abolish these classes altogether;

e In line with recommendations by states during its two UN Universal Periodic
Reviews, Turkey should ensure full protection of the rights of all faiths,
including Alevis, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Baha’is, and other religious
communities not covered by the 1935 Law of Foundations, removing
restrictions that prevent these groups from establishing places of worship and
manifesting their religion as communities with legal personality;

e Ensure that the Turkish state, including the Diyanet, acts in a non-
discriminatory manner in accordance with Turkey's international human rights
commitments on freedom of religion or belief;

e Remove the box denoting religion on ID cards in line with the ECtHR’s 2010
decision in Sinan Isik v. Turkey in order to avoid further breaches of Article 9
of the ECHR.

e Remove all reservations to international human rights treaties and uphold the
rights outlined in the international statutes to which it is party;

o Effectively prosecute those who attack places of worship or individuals due to
their religion or belief and provide victims of rights violations with
reparations;

e Educate all public officials, including those charged with law enforcement in
their duty to protect the rights of religious minorities in a manner consistent
with the international human rights framework on freedom of religion or
belief;
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e Monitor the implementation of the decree returning confiscated properties to
minority communities, to ensure that the General Foundations Board of
Turkey processes each application for return of assets quickly and fairly.

e CSW further calls on OSCE participating States

e To encourage and assist the Turkish authorities in implementing accepted
international human rights standards on freedom of religion or belief, thereby
promoting greater social harmony and understanding.

CSO "Equal Opportunities':
To Tajikistan:

e Take measures in policy and law to combat stigmatization and discrimination
against LGBT people to protect their freedom of thought;

e Train law enforcement to protect LGBT people equally;

e Inform the public about tolerance and equality via campaigns and dialogue;

e Involve LGBT organizations and other civil society in drafting laws and
policies.

European Association of Jehovah's Christian Witnesses:
Jehovah’s Witnesses respectfully request the government of Azerbaijan to:

e Release immediately all of Jehovah’s Witnesses currently imprisoned for their
religious activities and beliefs

e Stop interfering with their worship and manifestation of belief

e Recognize the right to conscientious objection and provide an alternative
service programme, conforming to international standards

e Recognize the right to religious freedom and fully register Jehovah’s
Witnesses

e Allow Jehovah’s Witnesses the unhindered use of their religious literature

e Jehovah’s Witnesses respectfully request the government of Bulgaria to:

e Ensure that law enforcement authorities provide appropriate protection against
the physical assaults on Jehovah’s Witnesses, and acknowledge acts of
religious hatred

e Protect the right to manifest one’s religious beliefs individually and jointly
with others

e Allow Jehovah’s Witnesses to build houses of worship without interference or
discrimination

e Hold responsible those who slander others in the public media and incite
religious hatred

Jehovah’s Witnesses respectfully request that the government of Kazakhstan:

e Stop imposing bans on religious publications of Jehovah’s Witnesses

e Allow the free distribution of religious literature in locations other than places
of worship and places authorized by the local authorities

e Stop the arrest, prosecution, deportation, and harassment of Jehovah’s
Witnesses for so-called unregistered missionary activity
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Annul the deportation of several of Jehovah’s Witnesses for unregistered
“missionary activity”

Prevent police raids and harassment of peaceful gatherings of Jehovah’s
Witnesses

Require that officials not make disparaging and discriminatory comments
about minorities, including Jehovah’s Witnesses

Fulfil its obligations under international law to guarantee freedom of religion,
expression, assembly, and association for all citizens, including Jehovah’s
Witnesses

Jehovah’s Witnesses respectfully request the government of Kyrgyzstan to:

Allow Jehovah’s Witnesses to register their local religious organisations in the
southern regions of Kyrgyzstan

Stop harassment by authorities in Osh

Terminate criminal proceedings of Mrs. Koriakina and Mrs. Sergienko

Jehovah’s Witnesses respectfully request the government of Uzbekistan to:

Grant registration to the local community of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Tashkent
and in other cities of Uzbekistan

Grant registration to the local community of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Tashkent
and in other cities of Uzbekistan

Stop illegal searches of private homes and seizures of religious literature

Stop harassing and molesting Jehovah’s Witnesses

Stop arrests and prosecutions for attending religious meetings and for
peacefully and respectfully sharing one’s belief with others

Stop arrests and prosecutions for attending religious meetings and for
peacefully and respectfully sharing one’s belief with others

Allow religious literature without censorship and access to the international
website of Jehovah’s Witnesses, jw.org

Uphold the fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the constitution of
Uzbekistan and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

Jehovah’s Witnesses respectfully request that the Russian Federation to:

Abide by the PACE Resolution 1896 (2012) and the 31 March 2015
concluding observations of the UN Human Rights Committee: Refrain from
misapplying the law on extremist activities to Jehovah’s Witnesses, and
terminate all legal cases and criminal investigations against Jehovah’s
Witnesses based on extremist charges

End the persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Taganrog, Samara, Abinsk, and
elsewhere

Remove all publications of Jehovah’s Witnesses from the Federal List of
Extremist Materials

Ensure that Jehovah’s Witnesses can peacefully enjoy freedom of religion and
assembly without further illegal police interference

Jehovah’s Witnesses respectfully request the government of Tajikistan to:

147



e Allow Jehovah’s Witnesses to register their local religious organization

e Allow Jehovah’s Witnesses legally to import and use their religious literature

e Recognize the right to conscientious objection to military service and provide
for alternative civilian service so that Jehovah’s Witnesses may serve their
country with a clean conscience

e Allow Jehovah’s Witnesses peacefully to practise their religious beliefs and
share them with their neighbours

e Allow Jehovah’s Witnesses to own or use property for religious purposes, to
receive donations, to carry out charitable activity, and to invite foreign citizens
to participate in religious events

Jehovah’s Witnesses respectfully request the government of Turkmenistan to:

e Grant official registration to Jehovah’s Witnesses

e Introduce genuine alternative civilian service

e Stop police threats, illegal searches and seizures, false accusations, beatings,
and inhuman treatment of Jehovah’s Witnesses

e Allow Jehovah’s Witnesses to import and use their religious literature legally

e Allow Jehovah’s Witnesses to hold religious meetings and assemblies and to
practice their religious beliefs peacefully and share them with neighbours

e Allow Jehovah’s Witnesses to own or use property for religious purposes, to
receive donations, to carry out charitable activity, and to invite foreign citizens
to participate in religious events

Jehovah’s Witnesses respectfully request the government of Turkey to:

e Recognize the right to conscientious objection to military service and provide
for alternative civilian service that Jehovah’s Witnesses may serve their
country with a clean conscience

e Apply the zoning law properly to allow them to build and register places of
worship

Jehovah’s Witnesses respectfully request the government of Ukraine to:

e Prosecute vandals and hooligans who attack our houses of worship and harass
and harm our members, in order to discourage further violations of human
rights

e Meet with local representatives to discuss the attacks and issues

European Humanist Federation:

We urge Member States to:

e treat women as first-class citizens and to ensure them — both in law and in
practice — legal and safe access to abortion when they request it.

Finally, we respectfully call on the OSCE:
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e to include the promotion of abortion right — at least under certain
circumstances — as part of its broad human rights strategy.

Federation of Western Thrace Turks in Europe:
We call upon the Government of Greece:

e not to diminish by no means autonomous establishment of the Turkish
Minority of Western Thrace in accordance with Athens Treaty of 1913 and Its
Third Protocol,

e to recognize the right of the Turkish Minority to elect its own religious leaders
and repeal Law 4115/2013,

e to fully guarantee and realize that the members of the Turkish Minority would
enjoy the same treatment and security in law and in fact as other Greek
nationals in the management and control of their religious institutions and that
they could exercise their religion freely therein,

Forum 18:

e Insist that human dimension commitments are implemented in full by all
participating States;

e situate freedom of religion or belief work within an all human rights for all
perspective, making its aim assisting implementation of the freedoms of
religion or belief and other fundamental freedoms including those of
expression, assembly, and the right to be free from torture;

e mainstream work to ensure and promote freedom of religion or belief with its
interlinked human rights, building on the other work of the ODIHR Human
Rights and Tolerance and Non-Discrimination departments;

e use tools such as the EU Guidelines on the promotion and protection of
freedom of religion or belief, the OSCE/Venice Commission Joint Guidelines
on the Legal Personality of Religion or Belief Communities and the OSCE
Guidelines on the Protection of Human Rights Defenders

Foundation "CitizenGO"":
Participating States are urged to:

e Guarantee the right to conscientious objection not only in respect of
compulsory military service but also in relation to all morally sensitive
questions.

e Not force children to undertake compulsory sexual, religious or ethical
teaching which may be inconsistent with the convictions of the children’s
parents, providing in this case non-discriminatory opt-out provisions.

Greek Helsinki Monitor:
To Greece:

e Greece should abolish blasphemy laws, i.e. Articles 198 and 199 of its
Criminal Code.
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e Greece should promptly amend recent circulars that require parents to declare
the non-Orthodox Christian identity of their children as a prerequisite to be
exempted from religious education as well as revise the content of religious
education so as to include an introduction to the history and the main values of
each religion and be neutral towards all religions including the prevailing one.

Human Rights Without Frontiers:

To France:

e to prevent and prosecute any form of state-sponsored or tolerated
stigmatization and defamation of minority religious or belief groups and their
members, and to revise in this regard the mandate of MIVILUDES;

e to cancel its support of, and its collaboration with, private associations which
stigmatize some religious groups and promote hostility and discrimination
based on religion or belief;

e to give unimpeded and equal access to the spiritual assistance of their choice
to prisoners of all religions or beliefs;

e to monitor the compatibility of the implementation of the laicité principle with
the international standards related to freedom of religion or belief, and to
sanction or prosecute the state agents or private persons who violate them;

e to guarantee the equal access to education to Muslim girls who wear
headscarves;

e to end the criminalization of Muslim women who choose to cover their faces,
and protect those who are coerced to do so without excluding them from
public space.

Novae Terrae Foundation:

e Participant States to consider the OSCE/ODIHR Guideline on The Legal
Personality of Religion or Belief Communities as good way to understand and
implement their commitments and adapt their legislation accordingly.

Observatory for Religious Tolerance and Freedom 'Giuseppe Dossetti':

e benefit from the Guidelines on the Legal Personality of Religious or Belief
Communities in drafting and reviewing legislation pertaining to registration of
religious communities.

e engage in consultations with religious communities in order to adopt anti-
discrimination laws which do not violate the autonomy and self-organization
of the religious communities.

o foster the participation of religious communities in public life and welcome
the interventions in the public debate of the religious leaders.

e promote a dialogue between the representatives of the religious communities
that are building a new place of worship and the religious communities
historically present in the places in order to foster a climate of mutual
tolerance and respect between believers of different communities.

e return to religious communities the place of worship which were confiscated
by public
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authorities, returning them to the original owner instead allocating to other
religious communities.

adopt legislation and zoning laws which prohibits zoning of place of worship
for different use than the original.

guarantee the right to wear religious symbols and attire in public spaces, which
is encompassed by the freedom of religion or belief.

guarantee the conscientious objection not only to the compulsory military
service but also in relation to all morally sensitive questions.

not force children to a compulsory religious or ethical teaching which may be
not consistent with the convictions of the children’s parents, providing for this
case non-discriminatory opt-out possibilities.

request the assistance of the OSCE/ODIHR in reviewing or drafting legislation
pertaining freedom of religion or belief.

mainstream freedom of religion or belief in their foreign policies.

Observatory on Intolerance and Discrimination Against Christians in Europe:

First, we respectfully remind participating states to combat underreporting by
collecting disaggregated data on hate crimes against Christians. For example,
in some countries, vandalism against a Christian church is merely reported as
vandalism against a public building.

Secondly, we recommend to participating states to be aware of unintended
discrimination, which could be caused as a side effect of anti-discrimination
or equality policies. Excessive regulation of private conduct often forces
Christians to choose to either violate their sincerely held beliefs or abandon
their businesses or professions. An example of such overbroad legislation is
the proposed EU fifth Equal Treatment Directive.

Office of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints:

We would like to address the participating States about the importance of
regular, structured and open dialogue with churches and religious
communities

We commend the European Union for its commitment to an open, transparent
and regular dialogue with churches, according to Article 17 TFEU and we
invite participating States to adopt similar provisions at the national and local
level, if not already in place.

Redeemed Lives:

Central Recommendation: | am requesting the participating States of the

OSCE acknowledge that some Christians with unwanted sexual attractions are

denied their fundamental right to self-emancipation, through legislation that

blocksacting on the convictions of their religious beliefs and conscience.

These Christians —

- Have the fundamental freedom to the right to self-emancipation from
unwanted sexual attractions of all kinds, because of the convictions of their
religious beliefs and conscience that such practices are incompatible with
the faith they hold.
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- Freely choose to self-identify exclusively according to their Christian
conscience, and do not self-identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual or
transgender (LGBT) because they believe their only genuine identity is
that of Christian.

- Suffer from intolerance when Social and Print Media assert they are living
in a closet of lies, when according to their Christian belief system they are
actually living in the truth of their faith.

- Are discriminated against when labeled as LGBT by Society and even
some Christians, when they hold to the Christian conviction that human
sexual behavior is a practice, not a constitutional orientation in which to
invest their human identity.

- Are discriminated against when Governments outlaw therapies that may
help them overcome their unwanted sexual attractions, when their
Christian religious beliefs strongly motivate them to seek to inhibit sexual
behavior outside of heterosexual marriage and to change the internal
motivation that might lead them to violate the sacramental bond of Holy
Matrimony, faithful Christian abstinence until marriage and the spiritual
gift of life-long celibacy should they never marry.

Soteria International:

We recommend the proper authorities to investigate possible human rights
violations in the case of Jaroslav Dobes and Barbora Plaskova, especially
when it comes to collaboration between police, prosecutor, anti-sect
movements and media.

We recommend the Belgian authorities to not use the “sect-list” as a reference
in any way.

The VValues Foundation:

We also call on the Swedish, French and UK delegations, where we are
aware of genuine Christian minorities being demonized and targeted as
dangerous, suicidal cults or sects, that they do more to understand the
seriousness of this and provide the needed protection of the fundamental rights
of these minorities.

Twelve Tribes:

The German Authorities Need To Be Called To:

Uphold Their Own Laws, Declarations, Treaties And Agreements That They
Have Signed.

From the protocol of the Bavarian Parliament it is clear that the German
Federal Office of Justice has been involved. The Jugendamt is required by law
to work with parents individually before considering removal; the Twelve
Tribes’ parents were not contacted about their own children before they were
indefinitely put in custody for an indeterminate period.

We ask the Germany Government to keep its commitments to rights pertaining
to Freedom of Religion and Belief issues as defined in the OSCE International
Standards. To proceed, we request to have an official meeting with the
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German Delegation present today. And a further meeting with our lawyers to
facilitate the return of the children still held. Some are very young, 5 years and
under.

Western Thrace Minority University Graduates Association:
To Greece:
e To respect the Turkish Minority’s religious autonomy and stop the
implementation of appointed imams,
e To respect the Turkish Minority’s right to elect its imams according to the
minority’s long lasting traditions,

e To stop creating disturbance within the Turkish society via appointed officials.

Recommendations to OSCE

Baha'i International Community:

e We therefore encourage the OSCE to start a process of exploring how religion,
its principles, its concepts and its insights, contribute to resolving conflict, to
facilitating greater social harmony and to creating stable and peaceful societies

Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW):

Calls on OSCE institutions:

e To encourage and assist the Turkish authorities in implementing accepted
international human rights standards on freedom of religion or belief, thereby
promoting greater social harmony and understanding.

European Center for Democracy Development:

e Develop guidelines and general criteria for determination of the unacceptable
abuses of freedom of expression in the media, visual media advertising and the
Internet. There is a fine line between freedom of speech and expression, which
shall not be violated, and the rights of minorities are violated as a result of
abuse of these rights. This boundary should be defined.

e Develop guidelines for the application of sanctions for Internet resources that
allow the publication of materials inciting hatred against minorities.

e To pay attention to the governments of Hungary and Ukraine on
inadmissibility of hate propaganda on the Internet and in the media of visual
advertising.

NGO Public Advocacy:

e Pekomennyem OBCE npuHsATh Bce MEphI 7151 TPEKpalIeHUs] JUCKPUMUHALINU
U TPSAMOTO HACWIHMS B OTHOIIEHMHM OOMMH YKpawHckod IIpaBocmaBHOM
IlepkBu B YkpauHe.

Observatory on Intolerance and Discrimination Against Christians in Europe:
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e We reiterate our previous 2014 recommendation to OSCE to develop materials
on how to combat intolerance against Christians and to disseminate them
through the OSCE region. Manuals on how to combat anti-Semitism and
discrimination against Muslims have previously been developed.

e Ladies and Gentlemen, let me conclude with a fourth recommendation: In the
light of horrifying global developments, combating persecution of Christians
outside the OSCE area must become a priority of the foreign secretaries of
participating states in their foreign policy.

Soteria International:

e We recommend international and national institutions of the OSCE member
states to consider any use of the term “sect” as religious discrimination.

The VValues Foundation:

e Christian groups must be able to manifest their conscience and faith, to
operate schools that fulfil national curriculum, to have fiscal benefits as
appropriate to religious churches, be recognized that they are for public-
benefit — many of them have integrated with society for many years and are
part of Europe’s cultural heritage. We call on the OSCE to issue guidelines to
highlight this concern to member states

Twelve Tribes:

e We also request that the OSCE call the German officials involved to uphold
the OSCE international agreements that they have signed including the United
Nations Declaration of Universal Human Rights and Convention on the Rights
of the Child, specifically Art. 2 and 14 which have been denied the children of
the Twelve Tribes.

Recommendations to OSCE/ODIHR

European Union:

e We encourage the ODIHR to address the connections between fundamental
human rights, especially freedom of religion or belief and tolerance and non-
discrimination issues and we recommend that this be reflected to all relevant
OSCE events and activities.

e We acknowledge the crucial role played by the OSCE/ODIHR Advisory
Council on Freedom of Religion or Belief, noting particularly its legal
assistance to participating States, and call for the Council to be supported and
for its activities to be expanded, be made more visible and accessible. We call
for resources to be given to enable this to happen.

Alliance Defending Freedom:

e ADF International notes the contribution to the drafting process of the
advisory panel on freedom of religion or belief yet notes a dearth of publicly
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available information on the membership of this panel, its remit, the term, or
selection criteria. To afford the panel maximum legitimacy, ADF International
calls on ODIHR to publish these details as a priority so civil society can better
understand this work.

Church of Scientology; Human Rights Office:

OSCE participating States promised to abide by fundamental human rights standards
protecting freedom of religion in OSCE Commitments such as Paragraph 16 of the
Vienna Concluding document. Yet, Belgium is egregiously violating these standards
by initiating a heresy trial against basic Scientology beliefs.

e On behalf of the Scientology religious community, we call on ODIHR to
implement legal standards regarding freedom of religion for prosecutors
similar to the 2004 ODIHR and Venice Commission Guidelines for Review of
Legislation to ensure that such heresy trials never happen again.

Constantinopolitan Society:

Due to systematic and ongoing violations of religious freedom, OSCE / ODHIR is
called upon to urge the Turkish government to bring its laws and practices into
compliance with international standards on freedom of religion or belief. Specifically:
OSCE / ODHIR are called upon to urge Turkey - as OSCE participating State - to:

e Grant full legal personality to the Ecumenical Patriarchate, so that the latter
may enjoy, inter alia, ownership rights and exercise property ownership,
administration and management.

e End Turkish citizenship requirements for the Ecumenical Patriarch and the
Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church, and permit them to select and
appoint their leadership and members in accordance with their internal
guidelines and beliefs.

e Lift the prerequisite that the election of the Ecumenical Patriarch depends on
the pre-approval of the Prefecture of Istanbul.

e Reopen without any delay and prerequisite the Theological School of Halki
with exactly the same status it held before 1971 to offer religious education
and permit students to enroll from both within and outside Turkey.

e Return immediately the three churches of Panayia Kafatiani, Aya Yani and
Aya Nikola in the district of Karakoy - Galata in Istanbul, as well as their
immovable properties, which have been illegally and forcibly occupied by the
self - declared and nonexistent “Turkish Orthodox Patriarchate (TOP)” to their
legal owner, which is the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and grant full legal status
so as to be able to elect their governing bodies and freely administer and
manage its own foundation.

e Comply with decisions made by the European Court of Human Rights by
removing the space listing religious affiliation on official identification cards.

e Restore historical Byzantine churches of Haghia Sophia in Nicaea (Iznik) and
Haghia Sophia in Trebizond, which were arbitrarily turned into mosques, to
their previous function as museums.

e Fully implement the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights by withdrawing
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reservations that negatively impact religious freedom, and interpret the 1923
Lausanne Treaty so as to provide equal rights to all religious minority
communities.

Foundation "CitizenGO"":

The OSCE/ODIHR and to the OSCE/ODIHR Advisory Panel of Experts on Freedom
of Religion or Belief are called upon to:

e Assist — in cooperation with the Advisory Panel of Experts on Freedom of
Religion or Belief — the participating States in reviewing or drafting legislation
pertaining freedom of religion or belief in order to guarantee the right to
conscientious objection in all morally sensitive questions, providing that the
rights of others to be free from discrimination are respected and that the access
to lawful services is guaranteed.

e Assist the participating States in reviewing or drafting legislation pertaining to
freedom of religion or belief in order to guarantee (a) that the liberty of parents
to ensure the religious and moral education of their children in conformity
with their own convictions is fully respected and (b) that the participating
States provide non-discriminatory opt-out possibilities that would
accommodate the right of parents.

Institute for Religious Freedom (IRF), Kyiv:

e We recommend the ODIHR and the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission in
Ukraine to conduct the monitoring of the religious situation in the eastern
Ukraine and make a report based on results. Donetsk and Luhansk regions also
require a permanent independent human rights monitoring.

Muslim Denomination in Bulgaria:

e To Observe whether Bulgarian authorities are implementing the religious
rights of Muslims in the country, as well to recommend and advise Bulgarian
government on the issue of Freedom of Religion or Belief and Fundamental
Rights.

e To undertake measures for better supporting OSCE participating States in
implementing their commitments on the issue;

e To observe closely the Freedom of Religion of Muslim Minorities in non-
Muslim countries.

Novae Terrae Foundation:
e OSCE/ODIHR to assist the member states in the use of its Guideline on The
Legal Personality of Religion or Belief Communities, especially on the aspect
of their autonomy;

Observatory for Religious Tolerance and Freedom 'Giuseppe Dossetti':

e Raise awareness on the positive contribution of the religions to the building
and the well-being of our democratic societies.
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assist — in cooperation with the Advisory Panel of Experts on Freedom of
Religion or Belief —the participating States in reviewing or drafting legislation
pertaining freedom of religion or belief in order to guarantee (a) that the
liberty of parents to ensure the religious and moral education of their children
in conformity with their own convictions is fully respected and (b) that the
participating States provide non-discriminatory opt-out possibilities that would
accommaodate the wishes of parents.

assist — in cooperation with the Advisory Panel of Experts on Freedom of
Religion or Belief — the participating States in reviewing or drafting legislation
pertaining freedom of religion or belief in order to guarantee the right to
conscientious objection in all morally sensitive questions, providing that the
rights of others to be free from discrimination are respected and that the access
to lawful services is guaranteed.

Recommendations to FoM

Observatory for Religious Tolerance and Freedom 'Giuseppe Dossetti':

Provide — in close cooperation with the OSCE-ODIHR and the Advisory Panel
of Experts on Freedom of Religion or Belief — guidelines for voluntary
professional standards and self-regulation of the media aimed to (i) promote
knowledge and understanding of religions, (ii) give a fair and accurate account
of religious beliefs, and (iii) ensure that members of religious communities are
given the chance to express their own views on the media.

Recommendations to the OSCE Field Missions

Observatory for Religious Tolerance and Freedom 'Giuseppe Dossetti':

Mainstream freedom of religion or belief in their programs and activities.

Thursday, 1 October 2015

WORKING SESSION 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination 1 (continued),
including:

Roma and Sinti issues, including:
Implementation of the OSCE Action Plan on Improving the Situation of
Roma and Sinti

Recommendations to participating States

Azerbaijan:

To Czech Republic:

More efforts should be taken to combat hate crimes against the Roma, to put
an end to the negative public attitude towards the Roma, to reduce high
unemployment rate and this is just a few to mention. In this regard, we call on
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the Czech Republic to accelerate its efforts in line with the Roma integration
Strategy 2014-2020.

European Union (EU):

e Increase the efforts to implement all OSCE commitments, in particular the
Action Plan on Improving the Situation of Roma and Sinti within the OSCE
Area, as well as continue the regular review of its implementation; in this
context, participating States should respond promptly and comprehensively to
all ODIHR’s requests for information;

e Continue to ensure the complementarity of the OSCE Action Plan on
improving the situation of Roma and Sinti and the EU Framework for National
Roma Integration Strategies.

e Take effective policy measures to ensure the equal treatment and the respect of
fundamental rights, including access to education, employment, healthcare and
housing; take measures to ensure that all Roma population is registered and
holds identity documents;

e Enhance efforts to increase enrolment for Roma and Sinti children and youth
at all levels in State-provided education and reduce school dropout rate;
enhance efforts to eliminate segregation of Roma and Sinti at all levels in
education; adopt measures to avoid the children fall victims to labour
exploitation and trafficking;

e Enhance efforts to strengthen the rights of Roma women and girls and to
eliminate discrimination on multiple grounds; fight violence, including
domestic violence, against women and girls, trafficking, underage and forced
marriages; promote the effective and equal participation of Roma and Sinti
women in public and political life, including through the promotion of
women’s access to public office, public administration and decision making
positions;

e Prevent further marginalization and exclusion of Roma and Sinti and address
the rise of discrimination and violent manifestations of intolerance against
Roma and Sinti, including Roma and Sinti migrants, refugees and IDPs, who
may be subject of multiple discrimination;

e Enhance the participation of Roma and Sinti in the elaboration,
implementation and evaluation of the policies that affect them; where
appropriate, promote the training and employment of qualified mediators
dedicated to Roma and use mediation as one of the measures to tackle
inequalities in terms of access to education, employment, healthcare and
housing;

e Enhance implementation of the OSCE commitments with regard to Roma and
Sinti by local authorities;

e Enhance data collection with regard to the situation of Roma and Sinti in all
fields of the Action Plan, as far as this is in compliance with the legal
framework and overall policy of a Member State

e Include, where appropriate, a monitoring and assessment component in
strategies, policies, measures and programmes related to Roma and Sinti, as
well as review mechanisms taking into account the respective results of
monitoring and assessment, as far as this is necessary by taking into account
any existing monitoring mechanisms enhance cooperation among international
organizations with regard to improving the situation of Roma and Sinti;
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e The full implementation of all OSCE commitments continues to be the EU’s
guiding principles. We take this opportunity to reiterate our calls for full
implementation of all OSCE commitments regarding Roma and Sinti and our
firm determination in this respect.

Greek Helsinki Monitor:

To Greece:

e Greece should compile credible statistics on homelessness including among
Roma and undocumented migrants; as well as on evictions of Roma and other
marginalized groups with information about provision of adequate alternative
housing to all persons evicted from their homes and where applicable
compensation for unlawful forced evictions.

e Greece should provide a comprehensive report on all persons, Roma or other,
who live under the minimum adequate standards and of the specific measures
taken to relocate them providing them with adequate housing which is the
State party’s obligation under international treaties ratified by Greece.

e Greece should promptly implement the letter and the spirit of the three ECtHR
judgments on discrimination and segregation in education of Roma not only in
the two communities concerned but throughout the country so that from 2015-
2016 onwards the Ministry of Education make sure that all Roma children of
mandatory school age attend school with appropriate support to secure their
successful integration and that all those hindering school attendance by Roma
children, be they authorities, non-Roma neighbours or even Roma parents, are
sanctioned.

e Greece should fully investigate the phenomenon of unequal hence unfair
treatment of Roma in the judicial system, establish statistics on the length of
investigations of cases with Roma as plaintiffs and Roma as defendants, and
impose sanctions on those who discriminate against Roma seeking justice, so
as to combat the phenomenon.

e Greece should be commended for having abandoned the Xenios Zeus police
profiling operations against migrants and is urged to also discontinue the
similar sweep operations in Roma settlements as well the reference to the
Roma identity of persons arrested or charged for alleged crimes.

Independent Roma Rights Activist:

Recoomendations to Slovak government:

e Create an environment that would allow for qualified people of Roma origin to
apply in various areas in the labour market

e Encourage Roma youth and Roma as such to engage in the political field

e Take into consideration existing documents focusing on youth and incorporate
them to the National Roma Integration Strategy in order to reinforce
integration of Roma youth

e Establish mechanism that would secure proper and independent investigation
of police crime and punishment

International Charitable Organization Roma Women Fund **Chiriccli**:
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Recommendations to the Ukrainian national and regional authorities and NGOs:

e To review and amend the NAP and regional Action Plans in close consultation
with Roma civil society and in line with the international standards (with clear
measures, results and indicators).

e To organize consultations with the international human rights organizations on
the revised NAP.

e To conduct regional thematic visits on education, employment, housing and
health, civil registration documents and, in particular, passports and birth
certificates, Romani women’s and youth issues.

e To collect comprehensive gender disaggregated official data on the number of
Roma in Ukraine as well as on their socio-economic situation in cooperation
with Roma NGOs, Roma mediators.

Pavee Point Traveller and Roma Centre:
To Ireland:

e Recognise Travellers as a minority ethnic group as a matter of urgency and
include Travellers in anti-racism and discrimination legislation and
intercultural initiatives

e Introduce an ethnic identifier across all administrative systems in line with
human rights framework to develop responsive, adequate and non-
discriminatory policies, and monitor and assess their impact on Travellers and
Roma

e Base all budgetary decisions on comprehensive human rights impact
assessment so that such measures do not result in increased inequalities and
discrimination

e Ensure funding is reinstated and increased for national and local
Traveller/Roma organisations to undertake autonomous community
development work

e Develop a progressive Traveller Roma Integration Strategy with clear goals,
indicators, timeframes and budget through meaningful consultation with
Traveller and Roma representative organisations

e Integrate strong goals to promote the inclusion of Traveller and Roma women
and youth

e Introduce an independent institutional mechanism to monitor and drive the
implementation of the Strategy

e Undertake impact assessment of the HRC based on gender and ethnicity to
eliminate its discriminatory impact on disadvantaged individuals and groups

e Introduce an exemption in the HRC for women affected by gender-based
violence to ensure all women have equal access to safety and protection

e Ensure consistent and transparent application of the HRC criteria by providing
clear guidelines and training to relevant officials, including anti-racism and
discrimination training

e Resource initiatives to support national and local Traveller/Roma
organisations to work towards greater empowerment, participation and
inclusion of Roma and Travellers. Specifically target Traveller and Roma
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women and youth with a specific focus on gender equality, gender-based
violence and early marriage

e Renew/introduce a new National Action Plan against Racism with strong civil
society involvement in its development and implementation

Romani CRISS:
To Romania:

e To take seriously the commitments made as a member of various regional and
international bodies, and to put into practice the recommendations received
from the OSCE and from the Venice Commission

e To modify the legislation on electoral process as to ensure a correct
competition between the organizations of the national minorities, without
favoring the organizations which are represented in the Council for National
Minorities or in the Parliament

e To add to the existent affirmative measures to ensure women participation to
elections, affirmative measures to ensure the participation of citizens of
national minorities

e To make sure the current project law on the election of the Senate and of the
Deputy Chamber and for the organization and functioning of the Permanent
Electoral Authority is modified accordingly

Serbian Roma Youth Association:

e Improving of cooperation between the local Office for Youth and Roma youth
in Serbia;

e Including Roma Youth in preparation, monitoring and evaluation the policy
which affect them on local, national, regional level, and in OSCE area.

Settlement Operator and Integration Association:
To Hungary:

e Other Roma organizations should have the right to appoint candidates on the
nationality list. By this set up, not only government related people will have to
chance to represent Hungary’s biggest minority. Roma organizations will not
be excluded and the principle of equal chance will not be violated.

e Alternatively, | would propose to introduce quota system by which Roma
people could be represented in a more equal and powerful manner. Such
system is already in place in some OSCE participating states.

Slovo 21:
To Czech Republic:

e take and invite Romani women as members of your national delegation

e support the political trainings for Romani women to empowerment and
support of Roma women for full participation in both society and politics.

e join Romani women to the country observing in election

161



e monitor and support financial compensation for victims of forced sterilization

Utrecht University/European Research Centre on Migration and Ethnic
Relations:

e My recommendation is for this Strategy for Integrated Education to be fully
adopted and fully implemented because the Roma are the ones that would
benefit from it the most.

Recommendations to OSCE

United States of America:

e We commend ODIHR Director Link for speaking up on displacement and
other issues relating to the human rights of Roma. We encourage other OSCE
officials to continue to mainstream Romani issues into their work. We also
encourage participating States to collect and learn from data to address issues
identified to more full implement OSCE commitments, whether related to
Roma and Sinti, tolerance and non-discrimination, or other human dimension
priorities.

European Union (EU):

e Continue activities of the OSCE field operations with regard to improving the
situation of Roma and Sinti,

e Ensure effective coordination between the OSCE, EU and the Council of
Europe.

e The European Union commends the work of OSCE institutions, notably the
ODIHR Contact Point for Roma and Sinti Issues and the High Commissioner
on National Minorities, for their dedicated efforts in advancing the
implementation of the OSCE commitments and assisting participating States
to this end.

Association ""ARA ART"":

e Commit to sharing information and expertise on the situation of LGBTIQ
Roma, Gypsy, Sinti and Travellers across Europe as part of the envisaged
international cooperation that will aim to further provide the responsible
authorities and other relevant stakeholders at local, regional. national and
international level, such as the Council of Europe, the European Commission,
the European Parliament LGBT group, the Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, the United Nations based on our recommendations;

e In Czech Republic exist municipal decree called zero tolerance. Decree says
where you can sit or not, but most of the places where you can't sit is situated
in streets where live mostly Roma. This is the practice of the Duchcov city,
but other cities implemented this practice too. In Czech Republic zero
tolerance is silence supported by society. My recommendation is observing
this practice in member countries OSCE.

Independent Roma Youth Activist:
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My recommendation to OSCE:

Please advise your OSCE state and their ministries of education to please
make an amendment in their law for education to make HIGH SCHOOL
mandatory. In this way we will have Romani women educated, and their
position will be better in public life. As we know, they have very small
incomes. If there was a fine for not finishing school, the Roma would not be
able to afford to pay the fines, and therefore they would have to finish school.
In this way we will also lower the number of early marrieges.

Make the inclusion of Roma and Sinti women mandatory at municipal and
governmental levels and in decision-making mechanisms.

Please advise your OSCE states who have Roma and Sinti populations to
please let the Roma draft and create any documents which have something to
do with Roma; let the Roma prioritise their own needs, because they know
best what they need most. Ensure women’s participation.

Ensure the implementation of any Action Plan regarding Roma Sinti issues.
Advise your state to ensure the funds for the implementaton of the same.
Advise your states to prioritise Roma and Sinti, especially women, when
comes to employment at municipal and governmental levels.

Advise your states to always come with Roma Sinti representatives to any
such related event.

Support the use of Romani language in public institutions in your states.

Serbian Roma Youth Association:

Roma and Sinti youth need to be part of OSCE Action plan for Youth;

Zentralrat Deutscher Sinti und Roma e.V.:

Outlaw in general antigypsyism as well as anti-Semitism. Antigypsyism is not
only a direct threat to Roma in the OSCE region, but it constitutes a threat to
our democracy and our community of values.

We call upon the OSCE to document antigypsyism as part of its election
observation missions and to respond with their institutions.

Finally, the OSCE should encourage the Member States to enforce the relevant
international agreements such as the Framework Convention for the Protection
of National Minorities of the Council of Europe, which prohibits any
discrimination on grounds of membership to a national minority.

Recommendations to OSCE/ODIHR

International Charitable Organization Roma Women Fund ""Chiriccli™:

The Coalition appeals to ODIHR with a request to assist in the implementation of
such initiatives:

In case the Intergovernmental Coordinating working group will be established
by the Ministry of Culture of Ukraine, to provide technical and expert support
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to its work. Detailed information - the State intergovernmental coordination
working group should be composed of representatives of the Ministry of
Culture, Ministry of Justice, Migration Service, Ministry of Internal Affairs,
Ministry of Social policy, the State Employment Service, the Ministry of
Health, Roma NGOs and international experts.

e To train the local authorities on International Standards, i.e how to develop
real Action Plan with concrete measure, indicators, gender component and etc.

e To assist the Coalition in lobbying the local authorities to appoint Roma focal
points at the regional levels to ensure effective cooperation between all
relevant stakeholders in implementation of the Action Plan.

e To raise attention to the needs of internally displaced Roma (more than 10 000
Roma3 had to leave Donetsk and Lugansk regions).

e To ensure better coordination between the international organizations in
particular, the OSCE ODIHR, the Council of Europe, European Commission.
Especially in the field of work with the police, Romani women and youth.

Pavee Point Traveller and Roma Centre:

e Apply pressure on the Irish State to give legal recognition to Travellers as a
minority ethnic group

e Explicitly name Travellers as a target group in all OSCE Roma related

e Actively promote public duty in participating States to disaggregate data by
ethnicity and develop initiatives to ensure participating States undertake such
data collection in line with human rights standards and principles

e Develop and support the capacity of participating States in instituting human
rights impact assessments in their policy-making processes

e Endorse the work of national Traveller/Roma organisations and promote
community development as an effective approach to address the
marginalisation and exclusion of Travellers/Roma

e Support the European Union institutions to maximise the potential of the EU
Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies up to 2020

e Apply pressure on participant States to amend any policy or legislation, which
discriminates against minority ethnic groups and victims of gender-based
violence

e Undertake an assessment of the criteria and implementation of the right to
reside in the EU and its impact on Travellers and Roma

e Reinforce initiatives whereby Traveller and Roma women and youth are
resourced to become leaders in issues affecting their communities

e Prioritise the elimination of gender-based violence and early marriage within
Traveller and Roma communities

e Show leadership and innovation in the prevention of gender inequality and
gender-based violence by developing initiatives which not only target women
but men and young people

Romani CRISS:
e To urge the Romanian state to make the adequate legislative amendments, as

described previously in the OSCE report on the Romanian Parliamentary
Elections and as stated below
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e To continue to take steps to put into practice the OSCE Action Plan on
Improving the Situation of Roma and Sinti, with respect to enhancing the
participation in political life

Thursday, 1 October 2015
WORKING SESSION 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination 11 (continued),
including:

- Address by the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities

- Rights of persons belonging to national minorities

- Preventing aggressive nationalism, racism and chauvinism

Recommendations to participating States

European Union (EU):

e Participating States meet the commitment made by all OSCE participating
States, without exception, to fully cooperate with the High Commissioner in
order to enable the High Commissioner to fulfil the mandate.

e Participating States extend an invitation to the HCNM and make full use of the
expertise of this Institution. Quiet diplomacy, which characterizes the work of
the High Commissioner, is sometimes less visible to the public but brings
results of lasting importance.

e Participating States should always grant HCNM full, free and unrestricted
access in order to fulfil the mandate.

Switzerland:
La Suisse souhaite adresser trois recommandations aux Etats participants:

e Premicrement, redoubler d’efforts pour favoriser la création de conditions de
vie respectueuses des droits fondamentaux des personnes appartenant a une
minorité nationale.

e Deuxiémement, traduire les textes normatifs d’importance de sorte a les rendre
accessibles dans leur langue aux personnes appartenant a une minorité
nationale.

e Troisiemement, mettre en oeuvre de maniere effective le droit fondamental a
I’assistance gratuite d’un interprete dans les procédures judiciaires impliquant
des personnes appartenant a une minorité nationale.

Ukraine:
e We call upon Russia to address the root causes of the rise of violent
radicalism, neo-Nazism and xenophobia in the Russian Federation and to use

the valuable expertise of the OSCE Institutions to assist in this process.

Council of Europe:
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e Member States of the Council of Europe are once more encouraged to sign
and ratify Protocol No. 12 to the European Convention on Human Rights,
which provides for the general prohibition of discrimination.

e OSCE participating States are encouraged to sign and ratify the Additional
Protocol to the Council of Europe’s Convention on Cybercrime, on the
criminalisation of acts of a racist and xenophobic nature committed through
computer systems.

e Member States of the Council of Europe are once again encouraged to enact
legislation against racism and racial discrimination, if such legislation does not
already exist or is incomplete; they are also encouraged to ensure that such
legislation reflects the key elements in ECRI’s General Policy
Recommendation No. 7, including the setting up of an independent body
specialised in the fight against racism and racial discrimination; moreover,
they are encouraged to ensure that this legislation is applied effectively.

e OSCE participating States are encouraged to allocate sufficient resources to
national independent bodies entrusted with the fight against racism and
intolerance.

ABTTF - Federation of Western Thrace Turks in Europe:

To Greece:

e We call upon Greece to restore the educational and religious autonomy of the
Turkish minority of Western Thrace enshrined in the 1923 Lausanne Treaty. A
mechanism for dialogue between governmental authorities and the Minority
should be established in the form of advisory or consultative bodies that would
be the channel for the Turkish minority to raise its own voice.

e ABTTF recommends the establishment of a department of Turkish Literature
and Language in Democritus University of Thrace for educators who will
teach in Turkish curriculum at minority schools.

e To take into consideration its international obligations and respect to the
Turkish Minority’s right to education,

e To eliminate the inequality within the educational system and provide equal
opportunity for all segments of the society to access to compulsory education,
especially for the Turkish minority which is the only recognized minority in
Greece,

e To promote the mother tongue education that is Turkish within the
compulsory education system in Western Thrace,

e To allow the Turkish Minority to establish its bilingual nursery schools,

e To give bilingual education in public nursery schools where the Turkish
students/ children attend until the bilingual minority ones are established,

e To stop state-hand discrimination within the education system,

e To have a concrete dialogue with the Turkish Minority representatives during
the legislation process,

Centre for Research and Protection of Fundamental Rights:

PeKOMeHaaL;MM cmpanam yvacmauyam.
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e (CoOmomarh M HMIUIEMEHTUPOBAaTh B HALMOHAIBHOE 3aKOHOAATEIbCTBO
patuduIupoBaHHbIE MEXAYHAPOTHO-TIPABOBBIE AKThI, KaK YHHBEpCAJIbHBIE,
TaK W PErHOHAJIbHBIC, KACAIOIIMECs 3allUThl TMPaB  MEHBIIUHCTB,
CHpaBeI[JII/IBOCTI/I " HC III/ICKpI/IMI/IHaLII/II/I.

e [lpuHMMaT, Mephl MO HW3MEHEHHWIO TIPaB MEHBIIMHCTB TOJBKO IIOCIIE
MPOBEACHUS HAJIEKAIMX KOHCYJbTAlM C MEHBIIUHCTBAMHM, BKIIFOYAs
KOHTAKTHI C OpI‘aHI/ISaHI/ISIMI/I NN accoyranusiM TaKnX MCHBIIINHCTB.

Pexomenoayuu ons Jlumewt:

e VYCKOpUTb MpoIecC MPUHATUS HOBOIO 3aKOHA O  HAlMOHAJIbHBIX
MEHBUIMHCTBAX, CTapblii 3akoH yrparun cuwiy B 2011 romy, a mo 3toro
MOMEHTa TPUHATH IPGEKTUBHBIE MEpbl MO OOECHEUEHHUIO0 MOTHOW 3alIUThI
[IpaB HAlMOHAJBHBIX MEHBUIMHCTB, B TOM 4YHCII€ HX S3bIKa, PEJIUTUH,
KyIbTYpPbl M CaMOOBITHOCTH, BKIIOYasi MCIIOJIB30BAHME HX HMEH B HX
OpUTHHAIBHOU Popme.

e [Ipeanpunumats 3QQexTuBHBIE Mephl M0 O0pbOe ¢ mpeapaccyikamMu |
KceHo(oOuel B cpeicTBaXx MaccoBoil mHpopManuu 1 cetd MHTepHer;

e [lpenoctaBmsath myonuyHo uWHGOPMAILMIO O BO30YXKIEHHBIX Jelax H
BBIHECEHHBIX IIPUTOBOpPaX Ha OCHOBAaHUU IIPAaBOBBIX HOPM O BBEICHUU
YTOJIOBHOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTHM 3a Y4YacTHME€ B JESITEIbHOCTH TIpyHI H
OpraHu3alyii, MpornaraHAUPyIUX PACOBYI0 HEHABUCTh U JIMCKPUMUHAIIHIO,
TaK Kak B [TOCJIEHHUE I'0JIbl AKTUBU3UPOBAJIACH AEATEIbHOCTD SKCTPEMUCTCKUX
TPYIIHPOBOK (LIECTBUS, C HALIMCTCKONH CUMBOJIHMKOM, TPOBOAUMBIE €KETOIHO
B (peBpasie u mapre, C JI03yHraMu «JIuTBa TUTOBIIAMY, «KOCMOIIOJIUTHI, BOH U3
JIuTBEI»)

e He npensarcTBOBaTH MpaBO3AILUTHBIM IPOCBETUTENIBHBIM MEPOIPHUITHSIM,
HalpaBJICHHbIM Ha oOpallleHue BHUMAaHHs MOJIOAOrO MOKOJIEHUS Ha TO, YTO
MOoMOOHBIE OpraHM3alMd  HapyHIaloT TpaBa MEHBIIMHCTB M MOTYT
CTUMYJIMpPOBaTh JUCKPUMHUHAIMIO U packon ooOmecTtBa. [IpoBenenuto
MOCTIETHET0  MEXJIyHapoAHOro Qopyma «ITHOHALMOHATU3M — Yyrpos3a
CTaOWUIBbHOCTH M OE€30MacCHOCTH B MHUpPE», OBUIM CO3/IaHbl MPEHSTCTBUS:
BBIJIBOPEHHE JIOKJIAJIYMKOB U3 CTPaHbl, a HA JAaHHBIII MOMEHT OTAEIOM 0c000
TSKKUX MPECTYIUIEHUH NMPU KPUMUHAIBHON MOJMIIMKM IPOBOAUTCS MPOBEPKaA
10 3arpocy Mdpa ropona Kiainensl, ©Menu 1M Mbl IpaBO Ha OPraHMU3ALUI0
TaKOro MPABO3aIUTHOTO MEPOIIPUSITHSI.

e Cobmonare CBOOOJY MEpEABMKEHHUS MPABO3AIIUTHUKOB U CIIOCOOCTBOBAThH
paboTe mpaBO3aIUTHUKOB.

e VYCTaHOBUTH MOPSAIOK BBIJIAYM YBEJAOMJIICHHMN HWHOCTpPAHIIAaM O 3alpeTre Ha
B3]l B JIUTBY, cooTBeTCTBYIOIUI TpeOoBaHusAM qupekTtuBsl EC o cBobone
NEepeBIKEHHS U TAaKUM 00pa3oM 00ecTIeYnTh JOCTYH K MPaBOCYIHIO.

e Pacmupsare auamor ¢ OpraHu3alUsSMU  TPaXIAHCKOTO  OOIecTBa H
paboTtaromuMu B chepe 3amuThl paB YeJioBeKa M MpaB MEHBIIMHCTB. A Tak
xKe 00s13aTh JlemapTaMeHT rocyaapcTBEHHOM 0€301MacHOCTH B CBOMX OTYETaX
aHAJIM3UPOBATh MPECTYIUICHUS W HapyIIEHUs Ha IOYBE HEHABHUCTH, a HE
CTPOMTb PAa3MBILUIEHUS 110 TOBOAY 3aKOHONOCIYIIHOW J€ATEIbHOCTH
MPaBO3ANMTHUKOB, OOIIECTBEHHBIX AesTeNel, pycckos3piaHbix CMU JIuTBoI
U PYCCKHUX IIKOJ.

e (OOecneunTh, YTOOBI HAIIMOHAJIbHBIE MEHBIIMHCTBA MMENU TMpPaBO Ha
o0Opa3oBaHHe Ha POAHOM si3bIke. [IJIsi 3TOro OmpeAenuTh MOHATHE «IIKOJIA
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HAIIMOHAJIFHOTO MEHBIIMHCTBAY», BHECTH MOMPABKU B 3aKOH 00 00pa3oBaHuUH,
KOTOPBI OTPaHHYMII UCIIOJIB30BAHUE SI3BIKOB HAI[MOHAJIBHBIX MEHBLINHCTB B
(MHAHCHPYEMBIX TOCYIAPCTBOM IIKOJAaX, BOCCTAHOBHMB IPEILIECTBYIOLIHIA
3TOMY 3aKOHY MOPSIOK, B TOM YHCIIE IEPECMOTPETh TPeOOBAaHUS K €IHHOMY
rOCY/IapCTBEHHOMY 9K3aMEHY, TaK KaK MPOLICHT HE CABIIUX €IUHBIN dK3aMeH
cpenu mpeacTaBuTeel HalMOHAIBHBIX MEHBIINHCTB PAaCTET €XKEr0/THO.

e PatuduuupoBats Kousenmmo KOHECKO o 6opnbe ¢ auckpumuHanueil B
obnactu oOpazoBanusi U 12-b1ii mpoTokon K EBporelickoii KOHBEHIIMH O
IpaBax YeIoBeKa.

Ecumenical Federation of Costantinopolitans:
To Turkey:

e Reinstitution of the right of Turkish citizenship which showed progress but
there are still problems to be tackled such as the discriminatory attitude
towards the members of our Community on the provision of civil rights
recognized to ex-citizens under the “Blue Card” arrangement contrary to the
fact that the Law doesn’t foresee any such exception.

e Establishment of a long term and state supported repatriation programme,
focused especially to young generations, which will guarantee the survival of
the shrinking population of Community. Last summer’s pilot program in the
form of an educational visit by a group of expatriated youngsters, supported
by the Department of Citizen Abroad belonging to Prime-Minister’s Office,
showed the importance of establishing a long-term project.

e Establishment of research centers, as proposed by our federation, in
cooperation with Turkey should be taken seriously as a measure of remedy.

e Remedy on the ownership rights by establishing a service department
providing legal advice to expatriated citizens.

e Reinstitution of the cultural heritage by approving as a symbolical gesture, the
return to Istanbul Foundation the Historic Library and Archive of the Greek
Literary Society of Istanbul.

e Take initiatives on the appointment of minority members to public service
functions.

European Center for Democracy Development:
Recommendations to countries of OSCE:

e To withdraw its reservations to the Framework Convention for the Protection
of National Minorities and to revise the model of integration of ethnic
minorities towards the rejection of the principle of assimilation.

Federal Lezghin National and Cultural Autonomy (FLNCA):

To Azerbaijan:

e Conduct accurate census of the population numbers, disaggregating it to take
into account minority groups;
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Adopt laws that will give the opportunity to the entire minorities divided by
the state border to hold dual citizenship;

Establish quotas for the State service for ethnic minorities;

Observe ethnic balance in sending conscripts to the frontlines of the Nagorno-
Karabakh border;

Develop the educational system in minority areas, including through
construction of schools, the development of quality scientific and educational
material in minority languages, the inclusion of native languages as a
mandatory option of the school curriculum, and specific trainings for minority
language teachers;

Ensure regular broadcasting in minority languages and publishing of
newspapers and other periodicals in these languages;

Give legal status as a regional language of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the
Lezghin language;

Guarantee freedom of conscience in the country, notably by removing
obstacles created for the registration of Sunni communities and functioning
religious institutions relating to them;

Recognize and promote the existence of minorities’ cultural heritage in
Azerbaijan, and stop the process of modification of the toponymy in minority
areas;

To allow creation of all-Azeri cultural, linguistic and other associations of
Lezghin people;

Improve the living conditions in minority areas, including construction of
adequate infrastructure, facilities, and development of communications and
transportation networks;

Create conditions for unhindered functioning and development for Lezghin
NGOs in the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Greek Helsinki Monitor:

To Greece:

Greece must acknowledge all groups that aspire to a minority status, and
respect the names they choose to define their identity, as well as register all
minority associations with names reflecting those identities, including
“Macedonian” and “Turkish”, so as to implement repeated ECtHR judgments.
Greece should implement the UN Independent Expert on Minorities’
recommendation “fo reconsider its position With regard to the recognition of
other ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities which may exist within its
territory in accordance with recognized international standards, and ... to
ratify the 1995 Council of Europe Framework Convention for the Protection
of National Minorities;”

Greece must additionally grant to the Muslims of Rhodes and Kos the special
minority protection regime enjoyed by the Muslims of Thrace; and promptly
implement the recommendations of PACE on the rights of Muslims of Rhodes
and Kos including the right to be offered classes in their mother Turkish
language.

Greece should grant both Muslim communities of Thrace and of Rhodes and
Kos the right to freely choose their religious leaders and administer their
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religious foundations, while Muslims religious leaders should be restricted to
religious duties.

Greece should abolish the new discriminatory provisions against Turkish
language minority teachers and continue instead the implementation of the
current provisions which also have the approval of the minority and of
minority teachers or alternatively establish a comprehensive Turkish-language
teachers’ academy in consultation with the minority and its teachers.

Latvian Human Rights Committee:

To Latvia:

To sustain the network of public minority schools;

To reconsider the language policy based on wider freedom to use minority
languages as media of instruction in public education and as a means of
communication with local authorities;

To withdraw the restrictive declarations to Articles 10 and 11, made while
ratifying the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities;
To send a clear signal from the top officials that honouring of Nazi
collaborators by politicians is unacceptable, even if some of the collaborators
weren’t volunteers;

To refrain from pressure upon Latvian minority rights activists and to stand up
against pressure on them exerted by other participating states;

To grant non-citizens of Latvia the right to vote in the municipality and
European elections;

To simplify and accelerate the naturalization procedure.

Recommendations to OSCE

Ukraine:

We reiterate the need for the HCNM to continue to seek access to the occupied
Crimea. It is critical to continue close and permanent monitoring of the
situation with the national minorities’ rights in Crimea and react to
unacceptable cases of serious human rights violations and increasing
repressions against the Crimean Tatar and Ukrainian communities. We
welcome the joint work in this area undertaken by HCNM and ODIHR.

Council of Europe:

OSCE institutions are encouraged to continue their co-operation in the fight
against racism, racial discrimination, Xxenophobia, antisemitism and
intolerance with the Council of Europe, and in particular ECRI, by further
strengthening mechanisms enabling the exchange of information and data to
support common action.

Latvian Human Rights Committee:
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To reaffirm its commitment to the use of minority languages in education, as
expressed in the Hague Recommendations Regarding the Education Rights of
National Minorities of 1996;

To reaffirm its commitment to the Guidelines on the Protection of Human
Rights Defenders and the relevant provisions of Moscow Document and
Copenhagen Document;

To send a clear signal that honouring of Nazi collaborators by politicians is
unacceptable, even if some of the collaborators weren’t volunteers.

Friday, 02 October 2015

Working session 18: Discussion of human dimension activities (with special
emphasis on project work). Presentation of activities of the ODIHR and other
OSCE institutions and field operations to implement priorities and tasks contained
in the relevant OSCE decisions and other document

Recommendations to participating States

European Union (EU):

Participating States should take advantage of the services offered by OSCE
Executive Structures in enhancing the implementation of commitments,
including by facilitating visits and monitoring missions by the institutions.
Participating States should take account of and follow up on recommendations
made by the Executive Structures.

Participating States should ensure timely adoption of the OSCE Unified
Budget and provide more predictable extra budgetary contributions, in order to
ensure that Executive Structures can properly plan their activities in good
time.

Recommendations to the OSCE

European Union (EU):

Executive Structures should continue to coordinate closely with each other and
with other relevant international actors, such as the Council of Europe and the
UN, to learn from each other’s experiences, avoid duplication and bolster the
impact of activities.

When designing projects and activities, Executive Structures should foster
close collaboration with civil society.

Executive Structures should continue to improve the evaluation of their
projects, including by using key performance indicators.

Friday, 02 October 2015
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Closing Reinforced Plenary Session (reinforced by the participation of human
rights directors, OSCE ambassadors and heads of OSCE institutions)

Recommendations to participating States

United States of America:

We reiterate the call we have made many times since Russia’s occupation of
Crimea began: for all participating States to support — and certainly to refrain
from obstructing — access to Crimea by OSCE institutions and field
operations, including the High Commissioner on National Minorities, the
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, the Representative on
Freedom of the Media, and the Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine

We again urge the Government of Belarus to review the comprehensive and
succinct recommendations of the report and adopt measures that would
guarantee human rights, rule of law, and democracy.

We also reiterate our call for the Government of Belarus to restore the
political rights of the six individuals mentioned above, and of other former
political prisoners.

European Union (EV):

As a first step, all participating States need to rededicate themselves to
implementing in full our OSCE commitments and taking immediate measures
to reverse the violations of these principles that we have witnessed, most
notably through Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol and
support to illegal armed groups in eastern Ukraine. We share the concerns
expressed in the ODIHR/HCNM human rights assessment mission on the
situation of human rights in illegally annexed Crimea and call for the
implementation of its recommendations, as well as for immediate and
unrestricted access for the OSCE institutions to this region.

We call on all participating States to embrace independent civil society as a
partner.

We encourage Turkmenistan to deepen dialogue with its citizens, particularly
with the families of the “disappeared” and to allow greater space for civil
society.

We call on all participating States to recognise the supportive role they can
play, resource them fully, and to the few that do so, desist from attacking their
consensually agreed mandates.

Ukraine:

We encourage the OSCE Institutions to offer Russia assistance in overcoming
these disturbing trends inconsistent with the OSCE commitments and
international obligations. We call on Russia to avail itself of such assistance.

Recommendations to OSCE

United States of America:
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e We encourage the OSCE to remain actively engaged on these concerns [the
invocation of the Moscow Mechanism concerning Turkmenistan and
Belarus] until they are resolved

Russian Federation:

e Xoteau ObI MNpEAIOXKUTE BEPHYTHECA K HJACC O IECPEHOCC MECTa IPOBEACHUA
Cosemanus u COKpal€Hus €ro NpoaoJLKUTCIbHOCTH.

Ukraine:

e We encourage the OSCE Institutions to offer Russia assistance in
overcoming these disturbing trends inconsistent with the OSCE commitments
and international obligations. We call on Russia to avail itself of such
assistance.
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V. REMARKS AND SPEECHES

Opening remarks by Mr. Michael Georg Link, Director of the OSCE/
ODIHR

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure and a privilege to welcome you to the opening of the 2015 Human
Dimension Implementation Meeting in Warsaw.

Let me start by welcoming our distinguished speakers and thanking them for
accepting our invitation and being able to join us this morning.

First of all, it is an honour and a great pleasure to welcome the OSCE’s Chairperson-
in-Office, the Foreign Minister and First Deputy Prime Minister of Serbia, Mr. lvica
Dacicé.

Next, we will have the privilege to welcome Mr. Grzegorz Schetyna, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of our host country Poland.

Our scheduled next speaker, Mr. llkka Kanerva, the President of the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly, is unfortunately unable to attend, but | want to stress the
excellent co-operation with the OSCE PA.

Next to take the floor will be Mr. Gernot Erler, MP, the Special Representative of the
Federal Government of Germany for the OSCE Chairmanship in 2016.

We will then hear the address by the Secretary General of the OSCE, Ambassador
Lamberto Zannier.

Finally, we will hear the heads of the OSCE’s autonomous institutions: Ms. Dunja
Mijatovi¢, the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, as well as Ms. Astrid
Thors, the High Commissioner on National Minorities.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| would also like to welcome all other representatives from our participating States,
from OSCE Institutions and OSCE Missions, from the media, and, this is particularly
important for us, from NGOs and Civil Society. It is a pleasure having you here. You
are making this Human Dimension Implementation Meeting what it is, a unique
forum for discussion about the state of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the
OSCE.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have a long list of prominent and distinguished guests here today and I have no
doubts that you are as eager as | am to hear their remarks. Please join me in
welcoming our first speaker, Minister Ivica Daci¢, the OSCE’s Chairperson in Office.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before we can proceed to officially announce the beginning of this year’s Human
Dimension Implementation meeting, allow me to say a couple of words myself.

We are gathered here in Warsaw in the year of the 25th anniversary of the
Copenhagen Document and one year ahead of the 25th year of my Office’s existence.
While we are all looking forward to celebrating these important anniversaries in a
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time of increased international attention we have received in the recent past, we know
that this increased attention comes with more responsibility.

2015 has been an extremely challenging year for us so far. We observed and are
preparing to observe a record number of elections, we published an enormous number
of reports and publications, and we have the privilege of hosting a record number of
almost 1400 participants at this year’s HDIM. And while we were busy doing our
work to the highest standards that we are expected to fulfil, we were also caught in a
fascinating debate reforming of our organization, including the discussions stimulated
by the Panel of Eminent Persons.

To the outside world, the OSCE in general and its structures, offices and institutions
may have appeared as some kind of a sleeping beauty for much of the second half of
the last 25 years.

Questions have been raised about the relevance and the effectiveness of the OSCE.
But I would argue that this “crisis of relevance” of the last decade has been less of a
crisis of the operative effectiveness of the executive structures, but has been in reality
a crisis of political decision-making in our decision-making bodies.

During this time, the OSCE’s executive structures, including ODIHR, have continued
to develop as centers of excellence, enhancing their expertise, competence and ability
to deliver a meaningful human rights impact in many areas.

The main reason the institutions have been able to further develop their capacities
despite ever scarcer resources can be attributed to their status, which makes them
autonomous in the execution of their mandates, as they can be tasked only by the
participating States as a collective whole, and not by any single or group of States. It
is therefore of utmost importance, not only for the Institutions themselves but for the
OSCE at large, that this autonomy is maintained and operational ability strengthened,
not weakened, through adequate resourcing. Given that the main challenge to the
Institutions’ operational capacity, including in preventing and responding to emerging
crisis, rests with resources rather than mandate, the main question is how this
challenge could be faced best.

For 40 years, the very corner stone of the OSCE as a regional security organization
has been its comprehensive concept of security. The first security organization to put
human rights and fundamental freedoms on par with principles on the inviolability of
borders and territorial integrity, the participating States have committed themselves to
protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms as the first responsibility of
government and placing the human dimension at the core of the OSCE’s
comprehensive concept of security. This fact makes the OSCE unique and sets it apart
from other regional intergovernmental organizations, and it is precisely because all 57
participating States have both committed themselves to and repeatedly reaffirmed
this, that no strategy for strengthening the OSCE will work unless this concept is at
the core of the assessments and recommendations.

The importance of drawing upon all the tools the OSCE has at its disposal, and the
comprehensive concept of security, was demonstrated to its fullest last year by the
Secretariat in Vienna, by the RfOM, the HCNM - and ODIHR - during the crises in
and around Ukraine. The autonomous but coordinated human rights assessment
mission of HCNM and ODIHR, the two election observation missions conducted by
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ODIHR, as well as the Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine, all these were
complimentary efforts each adding value to the OSCE.

Despite decreasing resources, we will continue to work on becoming even more
effective and even more reactive to address crises whenever they arise and prevent
them whenever this is possible.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As we speak, there is a new crisis confronting us in the human dimension of security:
the Refugee and Migration Crisis.

In 2015 alone, more than 400.000 refugees from North Africa, the Middle East and
South Asia have crossed into OSCE participating States, across the Mediterranean Sea
and through the Western Balkan States. They are fleeing war, violence, poverty and
prosecution in their countries of origin and are in search of international protection.
All of them deserve human treatment, respect for their basic human rights as well as
access to fair and efficient asylum procedures.

As the sheer numbers of refugees challenges the capability of some our participating
States to accommodate them, and as most are insufficiently equipped to adequately
respond to this influx of refugees, it is the time for solidarity among human beings,
but also among states, and also to fight the causes at the root of the refugee crisis.

It is critical that we all recognize that the obligation of governments to respect human
rights does not apply only to citizens of OSCE participating States, but to everyone,
including migrants, asylum seekers and refugees. Strengthening barriers at our
borders will not make this crisis go away, we must instead focus on providing
dignified treatment and protecting the human rights of all people in need. And, let me
say that clearly, the EU cannot solve this crisis alone. The OSCE will be needed in
this effort.

In Helsinki in 1992, the OSCE participating States recognized the need for
international co-operation in dealing with mass flows of refugees and committed to
ensuring the protection of and assistance to refugees with the aim of finding durable
solutions. It is now the time to redouble our efforts to fulfill these commitments.

ODIHR stands ready to assist in fulfilling these commitments. In a combined effort of
our Departments, we have developed a co-ordinated response to this crisis that |
would like to share with you in its basic ideas. We are preparing to deploy monitoring
teams to several places most affected by the influx of refugees and asylum seekers to
independently assess and report on the human rights situation. We will organize an
expert panel meeting on the safeguarding of rights of asylum seekers and refugees in
the OSCE region, bringing together representatives of the affected community,
distinguished experts from OSCE structures and institutions, international
organizations and our participating States. And we will publish our findings to make
specific recommendations how to improve the implementation of the commitments in
this field.

I know that we at ODIHR can only contribute a modest share to solve this crisis. But |
can assure you that we will do our utmost and use our strengths to contribute to
safeguarding the human rights and the dignity of as many refugees as possible while
supporting participating States to manage this enormous challenge.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
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| am sure that this topic will be intensely discussed in the two weeks to come. But
there is an incredible wealth of other issues to debate about in the Human Dimension
of Security. | encourage you to join us in as many sessions as possible, and in as many
side events as possible. | can assure you, it is worth it. 1 wish all of us an interesting
and eventful Human Dimension Implementation Meeting.

Remarks by Mr. lvica Dacié, the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, First
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Serbia

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentleman,
Distinguished participants,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you on behalf of the Serbia’s Chairmanship of the
OSCE to the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting.

At the outset | would like to express my sincere gratitude to polish authorities as well
as Director Link and his team at ODIHR for organizing this most important annual
meeting within human dimension.

I would also like to welcome representatives of the OSCE participating States,
Partners for cooperation, international organizations, civil society and academia.

As one of the largest annual human rights forums, Human Dimension Implementation
Meeting is an excellent opportunity to review the implementation of commitments
and exchange views on numerous issues in the area of human rights. At the same
time, it is an important occasion to discuss emerging challenges that we are facing
currently. And challenges are many.

As we all know, Serbia took over OSCE Chairmanship in extremely difficult moment
for the whole OSCE area. Situation in and around Ukraine continues to pose a serious
threat to European security. Throughout the year the Chairmanship, and the
Organization as a whole, continued to do is utmost to support implementation of the
Minsk agreements and to ensure the cessation of hostilities and to bring political
process on track. These efforts included also engagement aimed at emphasizing the
importance of upholding the OSCE human rights commitments. We also opened a
debate on how to address the structural damage caused by the crisis in and around
Ukraine to the European security system, at the core of which our Organization is
embodied. We hope that by the Belgrade Ministerial Council in December we will
have a clearer picture how to proceed in rebuilding trust within the OSCE and
reaffirm its basic principles. Report of the Panel of Eminent Persons that was
established by the Swiss Chairmanship last year will help us in that regard, we
believe.

Speaking of challenges, in Europe these days we are witnessing increasing and
extremely serious migrant crises. In the time when thousands of people are risking
their lives leaving the countries affected by conflicts in the OSCE neighborhood, we
must not forget the human rights and humanitarian aspects of the migrant crisis. The
response in that sense so far has been less than adequate, to say the least. Building
fences, closing borders, using excessive force against people who are fleeing from
devastating conflicts is not a response in line with human rights commitments
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participating States of this Organization undertook to respect, nor other international
human rights norms and standards. We have to therefore, stand for respecting human
rights for all, especially having in mind that in the times of conflicts and crisis the
fundamental human rights are the ones most affected.

The Republic of Serbia is among the countries affected by the huge wave of migrants
coming from war-torn areas. We have put all our efforts to respond adequately to the
current crisis.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This year we are marking 40 anniversary of the Helsinki Final Act. This was the first
time that respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms were included in a
regional security agreement. Not as an annex, but on par with politico-military
considerations. The Helsinki Final Act also established that citizens had the right to
know and act upon their rights. It provided a major starting point for the development
of civic and civil society engagement throughout the OSCE area.

Contributions given by civil society organizations remain highly important in
enhancing human rights protection. I expect this year’s Human Dimension
Implementation meeting will provide us a good basis for fruitful discussion among
participating States and with civil society on our common challenging agenda.

As recognized in Astana Declaration civil society organizations have over the past
four decades played an invaluable and indispensable role in monitoring governments’
respect of their commitments, for the benefit and security of all. Nowhere is this more
visible than at HDIM.

The role of the civil society remains high on the agenda during our two Swiss and
Serbian consecutive Chairmanships. For example, both countries carried out self-
evaluation of the implementation of their OSCE commitments in cooperation with
civil society. Therefore, | would like to use this opportunity to personally thank all of
you here for your tireless efforts and contributions.

Ladies and gentlemen,

During our Chairmanship of the OSCE, Serbia has been devoted to further updating
and strengthening the implementation of OSCE commitments in all three dimensions.
In the third dimension we have paid special attention to the rule of law, national
human rights institutions, freedom of expression and freedom of the media, including
safety of journalist, freedom of religion or belief, freedom of assembly and
association, protection of rights of persons belonging to national minorities and
promotion of tolerance and non-discrimination.

Serbia’s Chairmanship started preparing deliverables for the Belgrade Ministerial
Council earlier than usually, in order to have enough time for inclusive and
constructive debate among delegations. With this respect, |1 would like to encourage
delegations to engage in that discussion in a constructive manner, underlying that our
main goal should be adoption of substantive documents rather than the big number of
decisions just reconfirming existing commitments. Your contributions and concrete
recommendations will be valuable for our future steps towards Ministerial Council, to
be held in Belgrade on 3-4 December.

Before concluding, | would like to underline important role of the OSCE institutions,
especially having in mind that only strong and professional institutions with adequate
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financial and human resources are able to assist participating States in implementing
their OSCE commitments. Therefore, we have to create necessary conditions for
fulfillment of their respective mandates.

At the very end, let me thank once again to the distinguished representatives of the
OSCE Institutions and Executive Structures for their support and fruitful cooperation.
Thank you.

Address by Mr. Grzegorz Schetyna, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Poland

Chairperson,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the annual Human Dimension
Implementation Meeting

in Warsaw.

In the beginning, | would like to commend the Serbian Chairmanship of the OSCEand
personally Minister Dacic for the effective leadership throughout the year. Let me
also express my appreciation to Director of ODIHR, Michael Link and his team for
organizing this meeting and for your work in democracy and human rights. This event
today is a major instrument for monitoring human rights situation in Europe and
Central Asia and allows an open exchange of views and ideas with civil society.

Forty years have passed since signing of the Helsinki Final Act. Its Ten Principles
have been recognized as universal values for the Euro-Atlantic community.
Especially, the "inviolability of frontiers, respect for territorial integrity, respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms" are all necessary conditions of peace and
cooperation in Europe.

Policy of force and aggression and disrespect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms are contrary to the spirit and letter of the Helsinki Final Act. Only full
respect of all principles in all three dimensions of OSCEmay restore trust and lower
the tension in Europe.

Current situation has proved once again that security is a multidimensional matter.
For last months the European security architecture has been weakened. The crisis in
and around Ukraine brings new challenges for international community. The
settlement of the conflict should be based on a principle of peaceful cooperation
between states and on full respect for territorial integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine.
The OSCE remains a unique forum for discussing European security system -arms
control, human rights, and economic or environmental issues as well. At the same
time, its comprehensive character guarantees equal participation of states and other
stakeholders.

The human dimension is a fundamental component of OSCEcomprehensive concept

of security. But this concept requires that all participating states fulfill their
commitments undertaken in the field of democracy, human rights and the rule of law.
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The Polish peaceful transition proved how important efficient democratic institutions
are, that freedom of speech, freedom of media and strong civil society are essential for
long-term social development and political stability.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

There can be no democracy without fair, transparent and inclusive elections.
Therefore, we value deeply the role of OSCEin assisting states in electoral processes.
| particularly commend the role of the Office of Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights in the area of election observation. The cooperation in human dimension
should strengthen mutual trust and security in the OSCEarea. In this respect, we
welcome the decision of the Government of Belarus to invite an election observation
mission of ODIHRahead of the October Presidential election.

Poland also highly values the ODIHRactivity in fostering human rights, promoting
democracy, rule of law and non-discrimination. We strongly oppose any attempts to
restrict effectiveness and independence of the Office.

We shall not allow questioning the importance of human dimension in the OSCE
acquis. Now a joint effort on a full implementation of human dimension commitments
of the OSCE participating states should be a priority. The upcoming Ministerial
Council Meeting in Belgrade is an opportunity to further reinforce the
OSCEmechanisms of monitoring and verification.

In this context | would like to emphasize the role and relevance of the Human
Dimension Implementation Meeting. In our view, it is still a powerful tool and
valuable platform for discussion on human rights and democracy, assisting countries
to meet their commitments in the human dimension. Important voice in this debate
comes from non-governmental organizations. We are very satisfied that this important
Meeting is held annually in the capital of Poland.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me finish by quoting President Ford, who forty years ago in Helsinki said:
"History will judge this conference not by what we say here today, but by what we do
tomorrow - not by the promises we make, but by the promises we keep". Since then,
great progress has been made, but we still have much to do to fulflll the promises we
made forty years ago. Particularly we need to make every effort to strengthen
democracy, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, as they are so closely
interlinked and mutually reinforcing with peace and security in Europe. | do hope that
the Human Dimension Implementation meeting will bring us closer to that end.

| wish you an interesting and inspiring discussion.

Thank you very much for your attention.

Opening statement by Mr. Gernot Erler, Special Representative of the
Federal Government of Germany for OSCE Chairmanship 2016

I am delighted to have been invited to Warsaw to open this year’s OSCE Human
Dimension Implementation Meeting with you today.
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Allow me first of all to thank the Serbian Chairmanship for its tireless commitment to
the OSCE this year. We all know how complex the tasks facing the chairmanship are
— especially in these times.

For that, you deserve our greatest respect.

| would also like to thank ODIHR Director Michael Link and his team most sincerely
for their dedicated and professional preparatory work for this meeting here in
Warsaw. | know that this always involves a great deal of work.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The previous speakers touched briefly upon the development of crises in Europe and
the importance of human rights and the Human Dimension.

I would like to add to this the perspective of Germany — the future OSCE Chair.

Right now, we are in the middle of the worst crisis facing Europe’s security order
since the end of the Cold War.

The annexation of Crimea in violation of international law and Russia’s actions in the
Ukraine conflict threaten European security in all of its facets, and therefore also the
fundamental principles and achievements of the CSCE process and the OSCE.

These actions are therefore also threatening the very existence and implementation of
obligations in the area of human rights and fundamental freedoms, which are an
integral part of what the OSCE stands for.

However, the crisis has reminded us just how valuable the OSCE is for Europe’s
security policy architecture.

First, the OSCE is invaluable as an operative instrument of conflict management:

The assistance provided by the organisation in context of the Ukraine crisis — the
Special Monitoring Mission, the Trilateral Contact Group, the Observer Mission at
the Ukrainian-Russian border and the Project Coordination Unit in Ukraine — is
impressive and beyond doubt.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Second, the crisis also shows us how important the OSCE is as the guardian of the
acquis of obligations and principles.

To our mind, the principles of the Helsinki Final Act are just as relevant today as they
were 40 years ago: the principles of the inviolability of frontiers, territorial integrity
and the peaceful settlement of disputes between states, as well as non-intervention in
internal affairs and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Since Helsinki, the area of human rights and fundamental freedoms — the “Human
Dimension” — has evolved into a comprehensive acquis of shared norms, standards
and obligations and is, to our mind, a cornerstone of European security.

Current events in and around Ukraine have not only called principles such as the
inviolability of frontiers into question, but have also put human rights, fundamental
freedoms and principles of democratic governance increasingly in the firing line.
These events thus underscore the significance and importance of this OSCE acquis as
a body of shared obligations.

After all —and I firmly believe this to be true — common security and dialogue in the
spirit of trust are only possible if a common set of rules is adhered to.
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These politically binding rules apply equally to all OSCE participating States. They
are and remain the irrevocable foundation of our cooperation that we must defend and
reinforce.

In the Document of the Moscow Meeting of 1991, the participating States used
strikingly clear language to enshrine their collective determination to cooperate with
each other.

The declaration ran as follows — and | quote:

“They [the participating States] categorically and irrevocably declare that the
commitments undertaken in the field of the human dimension of the CSCE are
matters of direct and legitimate concern to all participating States and do not belong
exclusively to the internal affairs of the State concerned.”

All participating States reaffirmed this to the letter at the OSCE Summit in Astana in
2010.

This far-reaching voluntary commitment and the willingness to engage in critical
dialogue with others also on developments in participating States’ own countries was
an expression of the common objective of the Charter of Paris, which reads:

“Our States will co-operate and support each other with the aim of making democratic
gains irreversible.”

This aim should remain the guidepost for our actions.

Our intention here is not to exert unreasonable pressure on individual countries, but
rather to call for these common values and obligations to be adhered to as we believe
in the vital importance of these values and obligations for security and stability in the
OSCE area.

Ladies and gentlemen,

ODIHR does extremely valuable work to help OSCE countries implement the
standards that they set for themselves. Next year, ODIHR will be marking 25 years
since its establishment. We want to celebrate this anniversary in the firm belief that
“human rights and fundamental freedoms are the birthright of all human beings, are
inalienable and are guaranteed by law.” That is what we established in the Charter of
Paris back in 1990.

The High Commissioner on National Minorities and her predecessors have also set
important standards. The constructive coexistence of the majority and national
minorities was fostered with silent diplomacy and landmark recommendations.
Among the milestones to be celebrated in the coming year, we will be marking the
20th anniversary of the Hague Recommendations Regarding the Education Rights of
National Minorities. We should also pay tribute to this together.

An eminently important institution is, last but not least, the Representative on
Freedom of the Media — a post that was created in 1997 at the instigation of Germany,
among others, and whose first incumbent was the German Freimut Duve.

The independence and security of journalists is, unfortunately, all too often in the
firing line at the present, and | believe that we have a greater need for this institution
than ever before.

Dunja Mijatovi¢ deserves our utmost respect for her dedicated and independent work
in this role.
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The Serbian Chairmanship and the upcoming German Chairmanship will work with
all participating States to nominate a suitable successor from 2016.

Ladies and gentlemen,

| have pinpointed the Human Dimension as part of what the OSCE stands for.
Germany intends to preserve and strengthen this very essence.

This also entails the provision of sufficient financial resources for the institutions that
comprise the Human Dimension.

During the current OSCE budget negotiations, we should therefore bear in mind that
sufficient resources are required in order to get on top of security policy challenges,
particular those that we currently face.

Ladies and gentlemen,

| would like to turn to the third decisive function that | believe the OSCE fulfils,
namely its role as a dialogue platform.

Of course, public pressure and other means may also be necessary if people are not
protected from infringements of their rights and fundamental freedoms.

The centrepieces of the OSCE’s focus on conflict prevention remain dialogue and
cooperation, however.

This is why the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting (HDIM) is so very
important, particularly at this time of fundamental crisis.

As the largest human rights conference in Europe and the entire OSCE area, the
meeting — as a forum for dialogue on an equal footing between countries and civil
society — is our central mechanism for reviewing the implementation of our human
rights obligations.

We should make the best possible use of this instrument as | do not wish to deny that |
regard the state of implementation of OSCE obligations in a number of participating
States with great and increasing concern — whether with regard to territorial integrity,
the freedom of assembly or the safety of journalists.

Ladies and gentlemen,

We Germans are both delighted and humble to be assuming the OSCE Chairmanship
in 2016.

In so doing, we are also taking responsibility for preserving the OSCE’s achievements
of the past decades, also and especially — and | would like to emphasise this point
particularly in the current context — for the obligations in the area of human rights and
fundamental freedoms.

We intend to use our chairmanship to promote dialogue and avoid further
estrangement and lack of communication in the OSCE area.

At the same time, dialogue also means that we will call for obligations to be complied
with as well as clearly draw attention to shortcomings.

We want to do our part to strengthen the OSCE’s institutions and mechanisms.

And, as the OSCE’s portfolio requires, we will focus on a wide spectrum of topics
during our chairmanship. We will discuss options for the 2016 agenda in more detail
with you all in Warsaw this week.

Allow me to close by emphasising just three priorities:
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We intend to give tolerance and non-discrimination the attention they deserve,
including perhaps with a special event organised by the chairmanship.

We intend to have a stronger focus on national minorities in order to shed light on
their potential as bridge-builders and a force for reconciliation between nations.

And, in these unsettled times, we intend to underscore the importance of the freedom
of expression and freedom of the press unshackled by propaganda.

And, last but not least — and | believe this to be essential — we should promote
dialogue between our societies.

After all, when we observe current developments with regard to the migration of
thousands of refugees to Europe each day, one thing is abundantly clear:

These developments appeal to our sense of humanity, but they also make us face great
challenges.

We will only master these challenges if we engage in intensive dialogue on our
common difficulties and if we seek solutions together.

And these solutions must take our shared values and obligations into account — for the
good of all concerned.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Foreign Minister Steinmeier said the following at the award ceremony for the
Emperor Otto Prize of the city of Magdeburg last Saturday:

“The present crisis has left cracks in the foundations of Europe’s security architecture.
But it has also shown that the principles of construction applied in Helsinki and the
fundamental elements building on this such as the Charter of Paris and the
Copenhagen Document on the Human Dimension were and remain the right ones.”
We should not continue to undermine these fundamental elements, but strengthen
them as the girders that underpin our common security.

Germany intends to do its part in this endeavour with its chairmanship of the OSCE in
2016.
Thank you very much for listening.

Opening Remarks by Mr. Lamberto Zannier, OSCE Secretary General

Minister Dacic,
Minister Schetyna,
Special Envoy Erler,
Director Link,
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am very glad to speak at the opening of this year’s Human Dimension
Implementation Meeting, the HDIM, not only because this is one of the OSCE’s key
annual events but especially as this is our main instrument for reviewing and fostering
the implementation of OSCE commitments in the human dimension. | would like to
thank Director Link and his talented and dedicated team for organizing this important
event and to commend them for their tireless efforts to promote and protect human
rights and fundamental freedoms, which remain at the core of the OSCE’s
comprehensive and multi-dimensional concept of security.
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This meeting should inspire the entire OSCE community to support these efforts, and
ensure that the human dimension remains an essential part of our daily work across
the Organization. As we are all part of the same team, we should use all tools and
opportunities at our disposal to continue advancing human rights, democratic
institutions and the rule of law in the OSCE area.

We can do this most effectively if we speak with one voice within the Organization
and work together. An excellent example of how successful we can be when we join
forces is the joint effort of the Secretariat and ODIHR to deepen OSCE co-operation
with Belarus. By co-ordinating closely and developing a common and comprehensive
approach, we were able to strengthen the OSCE’s engagement with this country much
more effectively than if we had pursued separate agendas. By working together, we
were able to achieve a new package of projects covering all three dimensions of the
OSCE security concept and including cross-dimensional elements. This was
consolidated when Michael joined me in high-level meetings during a recent trip to
Minsk. We have much to gain by working together, including when we co-operate
with external partners.

And in today’s increasingly complex world, the OSCE must reach out and work
together with external partners. Civil society is one of the most crucial partners, as it
helps multiply the impact of the OSCE’s efforts, particularly in the implementation of
OSCE human dimension commitments by our participating States. | am very pleased
to see so many civil society organizations from so many participating States
represented here today. Your contributions and active participation are vital to our
efforts to strengthen respect for human rights and promote democratic principles and
the rule of law throughout the OSCE region, while stimulating the Organization with
fresh ideas and forward-looking recommendations. In this context, 1 would like to
emphasize that youth organizations should play a key role. We need to engage young
people today to encourage them to strive for a world with greater respect for human
rights, fundamental freedoms and the rule of law tomorrow.

The role of youth is all the more urgent when we consider the violent extremism and
radicalization that lead to terrorism, since it especially affects young people.
Countering radicalization and violent extremism is not a task for governments and law
enforcement agencies alone. It is a responsibility shared by all parts of society. This is
why last May | organized a Security Days conference to stimulate a wide-ranging and
constructive discussion on how the media, education, inter-religious and inter-cultural
dialogue, and the empowerment of women and youth can effectively help to prevent
and counter this phenomenon. | was very pleased that ODIHR, the High
Commissioner on National Minorities and the Representative on Freedom of the
Media, as well as the Anna Lindh Foundation, co-sponsored and took part in this
debate, which generated a number of proposals and recommendations for follow-up
activities that the OSCE can undertake both on its own and with external partners.

One immediate step I myself took at this Security Days event, together with the
Serbian Chairmanship, was to launch an Organization-wide campaign to encourage
and inspire us all to do our part to counteract radicalization and violent extremism. All
OSCE structures, including Institutions and Field Operations, participating States,
Partners for Co-operation, as well as civil society, academia and religious institutions
across the OSCE area, are invited to rally around and promote a common slogan:
“OSCE United in Countering Violent Extremism”. This campaign will be featured
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throughout the HDIM sessions and | invite you all to join in, express your support,
and spread the word online and offline.

But violent extremism is only one of many increasingly complex and interconnected
challenges that the OSCE faces today. The crisis in and around Ukraine remains very
high on the Organization’s agenda, requiring an unprecedented level of engagement
both at the political level and on the ground to help de-escalate the situation. The
crisis has further undermined trust and the spirit of co-operation among participating
States, and it has opened a divisive debate about the consequences of violations of key
OSCE principles and commitments, including in the human dimension. Despite these
profound challenges, the OSCE has managed to hold true to its vision of
comprehensive security and continues to support efforts to restore peace and stability,
including by promoting dialogue and reconciliation. Indeed, the OSCE has mobilized
all its structures and put its entire toolbox into action. All our Institutions, the
Secretariat and its Conflict Prevention Center, and of course our Field Operations —
the Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine, the Project Co-ordinator’s office in Kyiv,
and the Observer Mission at two Russian Checkpoints — are doing their part to
achieve a lasting peace. The OSCE has once again demonstrated that it can respond
rapidly and flexibly in times of crisis.

The current refugee and migration crisis is another pressing issue that calls for a
comprehensive, co-ordinated and humane response from the international community
and OSCE participating States. As an organization encompassing all of Europe and
with strong ties in the Mediterranean and Asian regions, the OSCE can provide an
important platform for co-operation. We have a significant role to play in making sure
that migration does not become yet another divisive issue. Relying on its
comprehensive and cross-dimensional security concept, the OSCE can offer specific
expertise to deal with some of the root causes of migration, including conflict and
poverty, as well as other challenges that are often intertwined with migration, such as
human trafficking and smuggling, violent extremism and terrorism, and even climate
change. We can also offer an inclusive forum for dialogue where our participating
States together with our Partners for Co-operation can exchange ideas and explore
common approaches to the crisis. This year’s OSCE Mediterranean Conference will
provide a platform for high-level discussions on how some of these interconnected
issues affect the Mediterranean region and how the OSCE could help to address them.
And | am planning to hold a Security Days event on migration in early 2016 to
stimulate forward-looking thinking for a more strategic and systematic approach to
this phenomenon within the OSCE.

In concluding, | would like to underscore that all of the security challenges that affect
the OSCE area cannot be successfully addressed without genuine consideration for
the rule of law and the protection and promotion of human rights. What is more, the
challenges we face today are too big and too complex for any country or organization
to tackle alone. We need a co-ordinated approach involving many different actors —
first and foremost civil society — but we also need to enhance co-ordination among the
various parts of the OSCE itself. The HDIM provides the ideal forum to bring all
these elements together to strengthen security for citizens, communities and countries
throughout the OSCE region and beyond. | look forward to hearing about the results
of your discussions over the next couple of weeks.

Thank you.
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Opening Statement by Ms. Dunja Mijatovic, OSCE Representative on
Freedom of the Media

| am pleased to be here in Warsaw at the 2015 Human Dimension Implantation
Meeting.

The start of this unique event always carries with it a special energy. We know the
difficulties this organization faces; we know the political realities. Yet here we are
devoting significant time and effort to make sure that the event will bring us closer to
our mutual goals: to protect and, | hope, also strengthen security and peace in the
OSCE region.

The session on media freedom is only a few hours away. | trust that many of you will
be able to attend. The issues to discuss are numerous, the concerns are major, but the
first step is to be crystal clear about each other’s views and priorities in order to stop
the further decline of media freedom and freedom of expression.

We can’t expect that the differences that participating States harbor about the role of
freedom of expression and media freedom will magically disappear by the end of this
event. But all participating States have something in common, and this is the
commitments that they themselves agreed to honor when they joined this
organization.

We know how powerful these commitments are on paper, and what a difference they
could make to the lives of the citizens.

We are also aware of how few of them have been successfully implemented.

It would be too easy, however, and | dare to say it would be also too cynical, to accept
that these days strong commitments all too often remain unfulfilled words on paper.

Participating States must continue searching for ways to advance the values that we
all hold so dear. And my institution is one of the tools that they can, and should, use
in this process.

Much like last year, my Office continues to devote considerable time and resources to
the issues arising from the crisis in and around Ukraine. We continue to provide
specialized knowledge and resources for the media affected by the crisis. Over the
course of the last two years, we have also provided a unique forum for Ukrainian and
Russian journalists to meet, discuss and try to resolve issues of mutual concern. We
have played a significant role in providing advice to governmental authorities on
media freedom issues, including legislation that is essential in this crisis situation.

While circumstances require that we keep a close eye on Ukraine, the last year has
presented far-too-many other challenges to free media and free expression across the
entire OSCE region. Since my time is limited, I’1l classify them into two major areas.

The first, as you know, is the continuing violence against members of the media. My
Office held a large-scale conference in June on the topic, focusing especially on the
Ukrainian conflict.
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The issues discussed and the lessons learned are applicable to all OSCE states. The
message also is absolutely clear — attacks on journalists are unacceptable - but they
continue. These cases of violence and harassment take several forms and create a
major threat not only to the journalists, but also to freedom of expression in general,
which we will address in the afternoon working session.

Second, and also very worrisome and dangerous, is the proliferation of laws that may
have been designed to make our societies safer, but are drafted in ways that not only
do not increase our safety, but indeed they do the opposite: if misused, they can
silence pluralistic, well-informed debates which are essential if we want to continue
living in free and safe societies.

We can not ensure security without respect for human rights, including the freedom to
express ourselves, and we can not enjoy our freedoms without security.

Before | conclude, | would like to welcome the important campaign launched by the
Secretary General and the Serbian Chairmanship to counter violent extremism. My
Office closely follows the media freedom implications of the efforts by participating
States to fight violent extremism.

In their legitimate efforts to create safe societies, it is of utmost importance that
participating States recognize the essential role that the media can play in this issue.

Violent extremism can not be fought by silencing those informing the public about it.

Protecting our fundamental freedoms, including freedom of expression and the
corollary right to freedom of the media, is essential in the fight against violent
extremism. We need to ensure that there is a pluralistic and open debate on all issues
in our societies, especially on the controversial or difficult ones.

| trust that you will find the upcoming discussions, including our afternoon session,
lively and thoughtful. And I hope that we will make progress on the ultimate goal — to
protect and increase security, peace and freedom in our societies.

Opening remarks by Mrs. Astrid Thors, OSCE High Commissioner on
National Minorities

Dear excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I am honoured and delighted to participate at the Human Dimension Implementation
Meeting. | wish to warmly thank the Polish Government and the Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights for continuing to host this important
meeting.

As you recall, my mandate is essentially a conflict prevention one. Participating States
have mandated my office to provide early warning and take early action to prevent
tensions involving national minority issues from developing into conflict.

188



At the same time, participating States have acknowledged the inseparable linkage
between minority rights, and peace and stability. This connection is part of the OSCE
DNA. Indeed, ensuring respect for the rights of persons belonging to national
minorities is essential for the prevention of conflict. Key to addressing minority issues
lies, therefore, in the full implementation of relevant international commitments,
including OSCE Human Dimension commitments, related to the rights of persons
belonging to national minorities.

The linkage between minority rights, and security and stability was reaffirmed by the
participating States in the CSCE Copenhagen Document. This document, adopted 25
years ago, represents a milestone in the protection of the rights of persons belonging
to national minorities.

It is to be noted that the starting point of the provisions related to national minorities
in the Copenhagen Document emphasize that questions relating to national minorities
can only be satisfactorily resolved in a democratic political framework based on the
rule of law with a functioning, independent judiciary. This statement is more valid
than ever. Unfortunately, we see today many instances where national minorities do
not feel secure enough to seek legal remedy to their grievances. That is also why we
have invited participants at the session devoted to the rights of persons belonging to
national minorities on 1 October to discuss what can be done to guarantee access to
justice for minorities. | hope that practical examples will enrich the discussion.

The Copenhagen Document played a key role in the development of international
norms for minority protection and paved the way for the creation of my institution.
Against this historical backdrop, | would like to underscore that the Copenhagen
Document continues to be of crucial importance for minority protection. The
commitments undertaken by the participating States in the Copenhagen Document
remain highly relevant today and will remain so in the future.

The Copenhagen Document also inspired the creation of other international
documents, including with relevance for national minorities, like the Council of
Europe’s Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities.
Unfortunately, we have seen that the inspirational force of the Copenhagen Document
has not been maintained; other binding multinational documents in the OSCE area
have not been as clear regarding the rights of persons belonging to national minorities
and the protection of their identities.

Dear excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Let me now turn to the crisis in and around Ukraine, and highlight the situation in the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea. As you will have noticed, ODIHR and my
institution, with input from the Representative for the Freedom of the Media,
published the Report of the Human Rights Assessment Mission on Crimea (6—18 July
2015) last week. As you know, we will present the report in more detail with ODIHR
Director Michael Georg Link on Thursday here in Warsaw.

The Assessment Mission found that since the annexation of Crimea, the Crimean
Tatar and Ukrainian communities have been subjected to increasing pressure on and
control of the peaceful expression of both their culture and their political views. The
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situation is particularly precarious for those who have openly opposed the annexation
or refused to take Russian citizenship.

Unfortunately, the Assessment Mission had to base its evaluation mainly on
interviews, without visiting the peninsula. The Report of the Assessment Mission
contains a simple recommendation on how to improve this assessment methodology:
grant access to the peninsula to relevant international actors.

In this context, | reiterate my call on the Russian Federation to facilitate my access to
Crimea without further delay so that | can make a first-hand assessment of the
situation, in line with my mandate.

Dear Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,

The refugee crisis that is now a focus of the international community’s attention
cannot but touch all of us. We see the human desperation and the political tensions
that are rising as a consequence. We can all ask ourselves why we did not listen to the
warnings that were issued — warnings that the capacity of international organizations
working in the countries neighbouring conflict areas had been drained. Once again, an
international alert that was not heeded.

But we also see that not all participating States have lived up to another commitment
in the Copenhagen Document: the commitment [40.1] to take effective measures [...]
to provide protection against any acts that constitute incitement to violence against
persons and groups based on national, racial, ethnic or religious discrimination,
hostility or hatred, including anti-Semitism. The participating States also committed
to promote tolerance and understanding. [40.3]

This commitment is reflected in subsequent OSCE decisions. It is followed by our
colleagues in ODIHR and in the Council of Europe’s Framework Convention for the
Protection of National Minorities, where Article 6 is a direct continuation of the
OSCE commitment to take effective measures to promote mutual respect and
understanding between all persons living on their territory.

Countries that have taken these commitments seriously are those that treat all human
beings with respect.

My conclusion is that we must continue to work even more vigorously to promote
understanding between all persons living on a country’s territory. The Ljubljana
Guidelines on Integration of Diverse Societies, issued by my institution, is a good tool
in this respect.

We are unfortunately witnessing increased politicization and instrumentalization of
minority issues in the OSCE area. There is also a growing tendency to view national
minorities as targets of regulation rather than as active participants in a society. These
trends greatly worry me, as they risk jeopardizing the protection of the rights of
persons belonging to national minorities and thereby increasing tensions in and
between participating States. It is crucial that we promote the full implementation of
international norms related to the rights of persons belonging to national minorities to
address these trends.

Dear excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,
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| look forward to our common deliberations at this meeting and wish us all a
successful Human Dimension Implementation Meeting. Thank you for your attention.

Closing remarks by Mr. Michael Georg Link, Director of the
OSCE/ODIHR

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

As another HDIM is coming to an end, | am happy to have this opportunity to share
some preliminary reflections and findings with you. | do not see the HDIM as an end
in itself. It should rather be seen as part of a continuous human dimension
implementation review process. In this process, HDIM is the largest, regular stock-
taking exercise.

Many efforts have been vested over the years to make HDIM a more effective forum
for review of reform through dialogue. Issues such as a standing agenda, moving the
dates of the HDIM to a more optimal time and ensuring a more interactive format
should remain on the table for further discussions among the participating States.
Meanwhile, in ODIHR, we continue to work hard on improving and modernizing
HDIM within the existing modalities. Last year we introduced web streaming for the
first time. Based on the feedback we got, we have expanded the use of this technology
this year. We have also introduced a Twitter Wall, which certainly seemed to have
contributed to a more lively exchange both in and around HDIM. We will continue to
explore such options in the future. Not least because if HDIM is to remain relevant for
youth and future generations, we certainly also have to apply all relevant
communication platforms.

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Based on the discussions that have taken place over these two past weeks, both at
plenary sessions and the many side events, there can be no question about the
continued relevance of the issues discussed. The lasting relevance depends of course
on the extent to which the recommendations are addressed, followed up and
ultimately implemented.

The preliminary findings from the discussions having taken place are as always
presented by the rapporteurs and shared. Once consolidated,

| also look forward to present the final report with recommendations to you at the
Permanent Council on 29 October.

In line with the good practice established by my predecessors, allow me to share some
statistical highlights from this year’s HDIM:

This year, we could welcome 1383 representatives from governments, NGOs and
civil society activists, coming from 54 of our participating States. 766 of these were
representatives from NGOs and Civil Society.

The most popular session was the working session 15 on “Fundamental freedoms,
including Freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief”. Here, we had an
exceptionally intense discussion with an impressive number of 61 statements.
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A remarkable number of 80 side events were organized on the margins of this HDIM,
highlighting and addressing a wide range of human dimension topics. Let me
encourage all of you to be even more active in the future and help us make HDIM an
even more vibrant, thought-provoking and interactive event.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| believe these numbers in themselves speak volumes about the continued relevance
and importance not only of HDIM as the largest European stock-taking exercise, but
more importantly about the human dimension of security.

Much has been said about the historical importance of the Helsinki Final Act 40
years, and rightly so. This year we are also marking the 25th anniversary of the
perhaps equally monumental Copenhagen Document and the Charter of Paris. In a
time of crisis and unresolved conflicts in our region, it is my firm conviction that
these landmark documents remain as relevant as ever. The crises we have seen and
continue to see over these past 25 years certainly are not due to the commitments
made back then, but rather despite and because of lack of faithful implementation.

Looking ahead, next year we will mark another important 25th anniversary in the
evolution of our Organization. I am here not so much thinking about ODIHR’s
anniversary as that of the seminal 1991 Moscow Meeting. Namely, it was in Moscow
that the participating States (...) categorically and irrevocably declared that the
commitments undertaken in the field of the human dimension of the OSCE are
matters of direct and legitimate concern to all participating States and do not belong
exclusively to the internal affairs of the State concerned.” I leave this as food for
thought for how to build on that astonishing achievement as we soon will start
preparing for the next HDIM, in light of Moscow+25.

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me conclude by thanking our host country Poland, the Serbian OSCE
Chairmanship, representatives of the Troika, all Delegations of our participating
States and Partners for Co-operation, NGO representatives, colleagues from the
OSCE institutions and field operations as well as other international organizations for
taking an active role in this year’s Human Dimension Implementation meeting.

A very special thanks goes to the OSCE’s Chairperson-in-Office, the Foreign Minister
and First Deputy Prime Minister of Serbia, Mr. Ivica Daci¢, as well as Mr. Grzegorz
Schetyna, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of our host country Poland, for having
honored us with their presence at the opening session last week, thereby underlining
the high profile of this important event.

I would also like to thank all introducers, moderators and rapporteurs who
participated in the sessions of the past weeks. Finally, | would like to thank the
interpreters and, last but certainly not least, the excellent and dedicated team of
professionals at ODIHR for the very hard work they have invested to make this
meeting a great success.

I look forward to welcoming all of you to Warsaw next year!
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Closing remarks by Ambassador Vuk Zugic, Permanent Representative
of the Republic of Serbia to the OSCE, Chairperson of the Permanent

Mr. Chairperson,
Colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Another HDIM has passed and | would like to extend sincere thanks on behalf of the
Chairmanship to the organizers, in particular ODIHR and director Link. ODIHR
introduced a number of innovations this year which help that discussions have
become more structured but better publicized as well. | would also like to thank the
Polish government for their continued hospitality. The address of our two Ministers of
Foreign Affairs at the opening this year’s HDIM has definitely raised the profile of
the HDIM. We hope that the introduction of a ministerial segment will become a
regular practice of the coming Chairmanships.

Despite the technical improvements, the discussions over the past two weeks
resembled to a great extent the ones we have witnessed over the past few years. As it
was stated by many of this year’s participants, the concerns over the respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms have lost nothing of their importance and
urgency.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
After ten days of work, we would like to share with you our three key takeaways from
this year’s HDIM.
Firstly, that the OSCE’s institutions have to be strengthened.
Secondly, the efforts to maintain the space for civil society and genuine NGOs must
be reinvigorated.
Finally, the OSCE Chairmanship along with participating States plays a decisive role
in achieving the former two.

This year’s HDIM took place during a time of one of the most serious crisis since the
OSCE has been established. If the statements that spoke about the implications of the
ongoing crisis in and around Ukraine were not equally frequent this year as last, they
still largely carried the same message and sense of urgency.

The fact that instability and violence create a fertile ground for human rights
violations is no news to anyone here, but it nonetheless bears repeating. It is clear that
we need to devote our attention to the human rights situation in the context of the
ongoing crisis, as well as with regard to protracted conflicts. Security crises lead to an
increase in human rights crises while, in turn, the disrespect for human rights drives
security crises. This is at the core of the notion of comprehensive security.

Apart from that, we face other challenges as well this year: the OSCE region is
witnessing the largest refugee influx in decades and, as was mentioned in a number of
sessions and statements, this is posing threats not only to the respect for human rights,
but as well as serious security implications. In light of this bleak security situation and
looming instability, it is paramount that all the mechanisms that were designed and
adopted by the participating States to watch over the implementation of commitments
are strong and functioning.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

In keeping with the Joint Work Plan of consecutive Swiss and Serbian OSCE
Chairmanships and the overarching priority to strengthen the implementation of
commitments, we believe that the calls of civil society organizations and many
participating States to strengthen our institutions must be taken seriously.

While the primary responsibility for respecting commitments, of course, lies with the
participating States, it is the ODIHR, the RFOM or the HCNM that we mandated with
reminding us of our commitments and assisting us in implementing them. Solid
funding and a clear mandate are required to guarantee that they maintain their room
for action as independent institutions in the future. The Chairmanship therefore aims
to secure that in the MC Decisions that we will table this year.

As far as the civil society is concerned, it was underlined again in this room and in
many other side events that civil society organizations face growing limitations.
Needless to say that HDIM or any other OSCE event should not be seen as a
compensation for the shrinking space that non-governmental organizations have to
operate in. However, the OSCE remains the organization that is better placed than any
other to allow civil society voices to be heard. In the future, we should aim to preserve
and — wherever possible — extend the role of the civil society.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This brings me to my third point: The Serbian Chairmanship is pursuing an ambitious
human dimension package in view of the forthcoming Belgrade Ministerial Council.
All in all 9 Ministerial Council Decisions touching on the human dimension are now
under consultation with participating States. Judging from the discussions of the past
two weeks, we feel encouraged that the path we have chosen is right as it takes us to
all the current hotspots of the human rights debates. As we start negotiating in the
coming days, we intend to incorporate into the draft decisions as many concrete
recommendations as possible.

Three draft decisions touch on the issue of Tolerance and Non-Discrimination this
year, specifically on intolerance against Christians and Muslims as well as on
interfaith and interreligious dialogue and partnership. We will further pursue new
commitments in the areas of the fundamental freedoms, that is, one DD on the
Freedom of Association and one on the Freedom of Assembly.

Following numerous events on media freedom this year, a draft decision on Media in
the Digital Age and one on the Safety of Journalists will be as well tabled.

Moreover, torture prevention remains high on the agenda and there will be another
attempt to pass a respective decision this year. The same is true for Draft Decision on
National Human Rights Institutions, our topic of the Seminar earlier this year in
Warsaw.

Finally, numerous human dimension aspects will be touched upon in the Youth
Action Plan as well as the Gender Addendum.

The Chairmanship sees merit in all of these drafts and intends to pursue them with
utmost expedience and in an inclusive manner. Going back to what | previously
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mentioned, it is obvious that our common goal should be to strengthen the institutions
in the process. That means that the Chairmanship will be guided by the will to solidify
and improve but never weaken provisions in existing commitments.

Finally, since 2013 when we chaired the HDC, and later as a member of Troika and
now as the OSCE Chairmanship, we have supported and pursued calls for meaningful
HD reforms. We still believe that at the core of this process is the further
improvement of work of the HDIM.

At the same time, we have to bear in mind that this forum, despite many different
voices, should be seen first and foremost as a structural platform for dialogue.

With this, we should be able to assure the greatest possible follow up to the many
important exchanges we have had in the past two weeks here. On behalf of the
Serbia’s OSCE Chairmanship we are looking forward to work with participating
States in an engaging and constructive way on achieving these ambitious goals.

At the very end, let me once again express our gratitude to ODIHR and all those
included in excellent organization of this event.

Thank you.
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LINKTO THE TIMETABLE

http://www.osce.org/odihr/182381?download=true

MODALITIES FOR OSCE MEETING ON HUMAN DIMENSION
ISSUES

The 1992 Helsinki Document mandates ODIHR — as the main institution of the
human dimension — to organize a meeting to review the implementation of human
dimension commitments entered into by all OSCE participating States and to look at
ways to enhance compliance with these commitments.

The modalities for the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting are set in the
Permanent Council Decision No. 476 of 23 May 2002 (on the modalities for OSCE
Meetings on Human Dimension Issues). The Decision can be found here:
http://www.o0sce.org/pc/13198.

Since 1998, the HDIM has taken place annually for a two-week period in Warsaw
(except for 1999 and 2010, due to the Istanbul and Astana Summits, respectively).
The agenda for these meetings is adopted by the Permanent Council reflecting three
special subjects to be dealt with more in-depth. For the 2015 meeting, the Permanent
Council adopted the agenda in its Decision No. 1168 as of 23 April 2015. It is
available here: http://www.osce.org/odihr/170621.

LINK TO THE ANNOTATED AGENDA

English: http://www.osce.org/odihr/179066?download=true

Russian: http://www.osce.org/ru/odihr/182221?download=true

LINK TO THE OVERVIEW OF SIDE EVENTS

English: http://www.osce.org/odihr/181746?download=true

LINK TO JOURNALS

The Journals will be available on 2015 HDIM website:
http://www.osce.org/odihr/hdim 2015

LINK TO DOCUMENTS

By session or author: http://www.osce.org/odihr/hdim_2015 (Resources / Documents)
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Distributed documents sorted by author

List generated by the ODIHR Documents Distribution System for Conferences, on Monday, 26 Oct, 17:03

Academics

Middle East Technical
University

431.

Statement by Prof. Aysegul Aydingun, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-
discrimination II.

University of Latvia

325.

551.

Comparative Approach to the Freedom of Thought, Conscience, Religion or Belief -
Introductory speech by Professor, Dr.iur. Ringolds Balodis, Working Session 15:
Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).

Comparative Approach to the Freedom of Thought, Conscience, Religion or Belief,
Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).

University of Lucerne,
Faculty of Law

538.

Statement, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other commitments.

Utrecht University /
European Research
Centre on Migration and
Ethnic Relations

552.

Statement by Ermira Kamberi, ERCOMER/Utrecht University, Working Session 16:
Tolerance and non-discrimination | (continued).

OSCE Participating States

European Union (EU)

78.
79.
80.

81.
83.

107.

136.
165.
180.
203.

208.

223.

310.

452.
453.
454,
543.

544.

Opening statement, Opening Plenary Session.
Statement, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms |.

Statement, Working Session 2 (specifically selected topic): Challenges to the enjoyment
of fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age of new information and
communication technologies, including the respect for privacy..

Statement, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms | (continued).
European Union Statement, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination 1.

European Union Statement, Working Session 6 (specifically selected topic):
Independence of the judicial system, with a particular focus on accountability and
integrity of judges and prosecutors.

Statement, Working Session 8 Rule of law.
EU Statement, Working Session 9: Democratic institutions.
Statement and written recommendations, Working Session 10: Fundamental freedoms |I.

European Union's statement from HDIM Working Session 11, Working Session 11:
Humanitarian issues and other commitments.

Informal meeting of EU heads of state or government on migration, 23 September 2015 -
statement, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other commitments.

Statement, Working Session 12 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and
ensuring effective protection against discrimination.

Statement and written recommendations, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-
discrimination II.

Statement, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms 1l (continued).
Statement, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination | (continued).
Statement, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.

Statement, Working Session 18: Discussion of human dimension activities (with special
emphasis on project work).

Statement, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.

Albania

449.

481.

Statement by Shkelzen Macukulli, First Secretary of Albanian Embassy in Warsaw, on
Roma housing and “Roma eviction”, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-
discrimination | (continued).

Statement by Shkelzen Macukulli, First Secretary of Albanian Embassy in Warsaw, on
Minorities Rights, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination 1.
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Germany

19.

495,

Opening statement by Dr. Gernot Erler, Special Representative of Germany for OSCE
Chairmanship 2016, Opening Plenary Session.

Statement, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms |. Statement, Closing Reinforced
Plenary Session.

United States of America

29.

35.

124.

125.

129.

143.

172.

200.

201.

304.

308.

309.

411.

410.

468.

469.

541.

542.

Opening Plenary Statement, Opening Plenary Session.
Statement on Fundamental Freedoms, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms .

Statement by the United States of America, Working Session 2 (specifically selected
topic): Challenges to the enjoyment of fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age
of new information and communication technologies, including the respect for privacy.

Statement delivered by Ambassador Daniel B. Baer, Working Session 3 (specifically
selected topic): Challenges to the enjoyment of fundamental freedoms and human rights
in the age of new information and communication technologies, including the respect for
privacy (continued).

Statement as prepared for delivery by Robert G. Berschinski, Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State for Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, Working Session 4: Fundamental
freedoms I (continued).

Statement as prepared for delivery by David J. Kramer, Head of Delegation, Working
Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination I.

Statement by the United States of America, Working Session 6 (specifically selected
topic): Independence of the judicial system, with a particular focus on accountability and
integrity of judges and prosecutors.

Statement by the United States of America, Working Session 7 (specifically selected
topic): Independence of the judicial system, with a particular focus on accountability and
integrity of judges and prosecutors (continued).

Statement as prepared for delivery by Kate Byrnes, Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S.
Mission to OSCE, Working Session 8 Rule of law.

Statement as prepared for delivery by Robert G. Berschinski, Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State for Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, Working Session 9: Democratic
institutions.

Statement as prepared for delivery by David J. Kramer, U.S. Head of Delegation,
Working Session 10: Fundamental freedoms II.

Statement as prepared for delivery by David J. Kramer, U.S. Head of Delegation,
Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other commitments.

Statement on hate crimes as prepared for delivery by David J. Kramer, U.S. Head of
Delegation, Working Session 12 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and
ensuring effective protection against discrimination.

Statement As prepared for delivery by Judith E. Heumann, Special Advisor for
International Disability Rights, Working Session 13 (specifically selected topic):
Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection against discrimination
(continued).

Statement. As prepared for delivery by Ira Forman, Special Envoy to Monitor and
Combat Anti-Semitism, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.

Statement. As prepared for delivery by Daniel L. Nadel, Director of the Office of
International Religious Freedom, Department of State, Working Session 15: Fundamental
freedoms Il (continued).

Statement. As prepared for delivery by Ambassador Daniel B. Baer, U.S. Permanent
Representative to the OSCE, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination |
(continued).

Statement. As prepared for delivery by Ambassador Daniel B. Baer, U.S. Permanent
Representative to the OSCE, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.

Closing Plenary Statement. As prepared for delivery by Joseph Manso, Director, Office of
European Security and Political Affairs, Department of State, Closing Reinforced Plenary
Session.

Closing Reinforced Plenary: Any Other Business. As prepared for delivery by Bridgette
L. Walker, Deputy Coordinator for the OSCE, Office of European Security and Political
Affairs, Department of State, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.

Andorra

126.

Statement on tolerance and non-discrimination, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-
discrimination I.
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Armenia 525. Opening Statement, Opening Plenary Session.
526. Statement on Freedom of Expression, Working Session 2 (specifically selected topic):
Challenges to the enjoyment of fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age of new
information and communication technologies, including the respect for privacy.
527. Statement on Freedom of Peaceful Assembly, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms
| (continued).
528. Statement, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination I.
529. Statement, Working Session 8 Rule of law.
531. Statement on Freedom of Movement, Working Session 10: Fundamental freedoms II.
532. Statement on combating trafficking in human beings, refugees and displaced persons,
Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other commitments.
533. Statement on Hate Crimes, Working Session 12 (specifically selected topic): Combating
hate crimes and ensuring effective protection against discrimination.
534. Statement on tolerance and non-discrimination, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-
discrimination II.
535. Statement on Freedom of Religion and Belief, Working Session 15: Fundamental
freedoms Il (continued).
536. Statement on National Minorities, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination
1.
537. Closing Statement, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Austria 105. Statement of Austria, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination I.
Azerbaijan 76. Opening statement, Opening Plenary Session.
32. Statement by the Delegation of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Working Session 1:
Fundamental freedoms |I.
112. Statement by Azerbaijan, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms .
111. Statement by Azerbaijan, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms | (continued).
92. Statement by Mr. Aydin Safikhanli Head of the Office of the Commissioner for Human
Rights of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-
discrimination I.
148. Statement by Mr. Aydin Safikhanli, Working Session 8 Rule of law.
262. Statement, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other commitments.
472. Statement by Prof. Dr. Etibar Najafov, Head Adviser of the Service of the State
Counsellor for Multiculturalism, Interethnic and Religious Affairs, Working Session 14:
Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.
484. Statement, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination I (continued).
Belgium 429. Belgian Declaration, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).
430. Belgian Right of Reply, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).
Bulgaria 392. Statement on Roma and Sinti Issues, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-
discrimination I (continued).
Canada 18. Opening Statement of Canada, Opening Plenary Session.
22. Statement by Canada, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms 1.
58. Statement by the Delegation of Canada, Working Session 2 (specifically selected topic):
Challenges to the enjoyment of fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age of new
information and communication technologies, including the respect for privacy.
104. Statement by the delegation of Canada, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-
discrimination I.
171. Statement and written recommendations on democratic institutions, Working Session 9:
Democratic institutions.
320. Statement, Working Session 12 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and
ensuring effective protection against discrimination.
523. Statement, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).
Estonia 302. Right of Replay, Working Session 9: Democratic institutions.
199. Right of reply, Working Session 10: Fundamental freedoms II.
506. Right of Reply, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination 1I.
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France

21
28.
3L

110.

86.

164.
256.

390.

Statement by France, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms I.
Right of Reply by the French Delegation, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms I.

Statement, Working Session 2 (specifically selected topic): Challenges to the enjoyment
of fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age of new information and
communication technologies, including the respect for privacy.. [English, 2 pages;
French, 1 page]

Right to reply by France, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms I (continued).
[French, 1 page]

Equality between men and women and the implementation of the OSCE Action Plan for
the Promotion of Gender Equality, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination
I

Statement by the French Delegation, Working Session 8 Rule of law.

Statement, Working Session 12 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and
ensuring effective protection against discrimination.

Statement, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms 1l (continued).

Georgia

578.

579.

407.
575.
580.

577.
581.

582.

408.

409.

540.
576.

Statement in response to the NGO "Sandidzan" and "Ossetia Accuses", Working Session
8 Rule of law.

Statement in response to the NGO "Georgian Institute for State Modernization", Working
Session 8 Rule of law.

Statement on freedom of movement, Working Session 10: Fundamental freedoms 1.
Statement, Working Session 10: Fundamental freedoms II.

Statement in response to the NGO "Sandidzan" and "Ossetia Accuses", Working Session
10: Fundamental freedoms 1.

Statement, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other commitments.

Statement in response to the NGOs "Sandidzan™ and "Ossetia Accuses", Working Session
11: Humanitarian issues and other commitments.

Statement in response to the NGOs "Sandidzan" and "Ossetia Accuses”, Working Session
12 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection
against discrimination.

First Quarterly Report - Human Rights Situation in the Occupied Regions of Georgia,
Side Event: Human Rights Situation in the Occupied Regions of Georgia.

Second Quarterly Report - Human Rights Situation in the Occupied Regions of Georgia,
Side Event: Human Rights Situation in the Occupied Regions of Georgia.

Statement, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.

Statement in response to the OSCE HCNM, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-
discrimination II.

United Kingdom

41.

67.

225.

UK Statement - Freedom of Expression and Free Media, Working Session 1:
Fundamental freedoms .

Statement by the United Kingdom, Working Session 3 (specifically selected topic):
Challenges to the enjoyment of fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age of new
information and communication technologies, including the respect for privacy
(continued).

Remarks by Ambassador Philip McDonagh on the role of National Human Rights
Institutions, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms | (continued).

Statement on hate crime, Working Session 12 (specifically selected topic): Combating
hate crimes and ensuring effective protection against discrimination.

Greece

427.
420.
428.

Right to Reply, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.
Right of reply, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).
Right to Reply, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination | (continued).

Hungary

508.
500.
512.

Statement, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other commitments.
Statement, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination | (continued).
Statement, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.

Kyrgyzstan

485.

486.

Statement on freedom of belief, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il
(continued).

Statement on national minority rights, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-
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discrimination I1.

Latvia

487.
489.

Right of Reply, Opening Plenary Session.
Right of Reply, Working Session 9: Democratic institutions.

Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia

447.

Right of Reply, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination I (continued).

Liechtenstein

85.

120.

Opening statement, Opening Plenary Session.

Statement by Liechtenstein, Working Session 2 (specifically selected topic): Challenges
to the enjoyment of fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age of new
information and communication technologies, including the respect for privacy.

Lithuania

30.

499.

500.
501.

Statement by the delegation of Lithuania, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms I.

Compilation of recommendations on measures to combat and address the negative effects
of propaganda, Side Event: Extinguishing the Flame of Propaganda with Media Freedom
and Pluralism.

Statement in reply to NGOs statements, Working Session 10: Fundamental freedoms I1.

Right of reply statement, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.

Moldova

65.

173.
443,

Statement by the Republic of Moldova, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms |
(continued).

Statement by Mr. Victor Martin, Working Session 9: Democratic institutions.
Statement, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination | (continued).

Netherlands

121.

122.

Statement on freedom of expression offline and online, Working Session 1: Fundamental
freedoms .

Statement on fundamental freedoms, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms |
(continued).

Poland

255.

230.

406.

Address by Mr. Grzegorz Schetyna, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Poland, Opening Plenary Session.

Intervention delivered by Ambassador Adam Bugajski, Working Session 1: Fundamental
freedoms I.

Statement in response to Russian Delegation's remarks - working session 10, Working
Session 10: Fundamental freedoms I1.

Uzbekistan

101.

312.

300.

313.

384.

400.

488.

Statement on independence of judiciary, Working Session 6 (specifically selected topic):
Independence of the judicial system, with a particular focus on accountability and
integrity of judges and prosecutors.

Combating trafficking in human beings, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and
other commitments.

Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection against discrimination, Working
Session 12 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective
protection against discrimination.

Tolerance and Non-discrimination: a review of the implementation of commitments on
mutual respect and understanding, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination
1.

Right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief, Working Session 15:
Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).

Tolerance and non-discrimination. Roma and Sinti issues, Working Session 16: Tolerance
and non-discrimination | (continued).

Statement, Working Session 18: Discussion of human dimension activities (with special
emphasis on project work).

Romania

37.
93.

324,

Intervention by Ambassador Cristian Istrate, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms .
Statement by Romania, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination .
Statement, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.

Russian Federation

36.
17.
88.

Opening statement, Opening Plenary Session.
Statement by the Russian Federation, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms I.

Speech on Challenges to the implementation of fundamental freedoms and human rights
in the age of new information and communication technologies, including the right to
privacy, Working Session 2 (specifically selected topic): Challenges to the enjoyment of
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106.

149.

150.
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212.
270.
271.
396.

237.

397.
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519.
520.
521.

522.
574.

fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age of new information and
communication technologies, including the respect for privacy.

Right of Reply by the Russian Federation, Working Session 2 (specifically selected
topic): Challenges to the enjoyment of fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age
of new information and communication technologies, including the respect for privacy.

Speech on Challenges to the implementation of fundamental freedoms and human rights
in the age of new information and communication technologies, including the right to
privacy, Working Session 3 (specifically selected topic): Challenges to the enjoyment of
fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age of new information and
communication technologies, including the respect for privacy (continued).

Right of Reply by the Russian Federation, Working Session 3 (specifically selected
topic): Challenges to the enjoyment of fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age
of new information and communication technologies, including the respect for privacy
(continued).

Statement by the Russian Federation, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms |
(continued).

Statement by the Russian Federation, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-
discrimination I.

Statement by the Russian Federation, Working Session 6 (specifically selected topic):
Independence of the judicial system, with a particular focus on accountability and
integrity of judges and prosecutors.

Statement by the Russian Federation, Working Session 7 (specifically selected topic):
Independence of the judicial system, with a particular focus on accountability and
integrity of judges and prosecutors (continued).

Statement, Working Session 8 Rule of law.

Statement, Working Session 9: Democratic institutions.

Statement, Working Session 10: Fundamental freedoms 1.

Statement, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other commitments.

Statement, Working Session 12 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and
ensuring effective protection against discrimination.

Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection, Working Session 13
(specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection
against discrimination (continued).

Statement, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.

Statement, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms 1l (continued).
Statement, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination | (continued).
Statement, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.

Statement, Working Session 18: Discussion of human dimension activities (with special
emphasis on project work).

Statement, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.

List of recommendations to OSCE participating States, Closing Reinforced Plenary
Session.

Holy See

11.
77.

146.

186.
198.

298.
377.

Statement of the Holy See, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms I.

Statement on equal opportunities for men and women, Working Session 5: Tolerance and
non-discrimination I.

Statement on the question of abolishment of capital punishment, Working Session 8 Rule
of law.

Statement on migration, Working Session 10: Fundamental freedoms II.

Statement of the Holy See, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other
commitments.

Statement, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.
Statement, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms 1l (continued).

Serbia

113.

114.

Remarks by the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Serbia H.E. Mr. lvica DaAJiAZ, Opening Plenary Session.

Remarks by Ms. Jelena Pajovic van Reijn, Office for Cooperation with Civil Society,
Government of the Republic of Serbia, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms |
(continued).
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115. Remarks by Ms. Ljiljana Loncar, Assistant to Commissioner for Protection of Equality,
Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination I.

183. Remarks by Mrs. Danijela Popovic Rocco, Commissariat for Refugees and Migration of
the Republic of Serbia, Working Session 10: Fundamental freedoms |I.

224. Remarks by Mr. Dusan Kozarev, Deputy Director, Office for Kosovo and Metohija
Government of the Republic of Serbia, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and
other commitments.

323. Remarks by Mr. Dusan Kozarev, Deputy Director, Office for Kosovo and Metohija,
Government of the Republic of Serbia, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-
discrimination II.

566. Closing Remarks by Ambassador VVuk Zugic, Permanent Representative of Serbia,
Chairperson of the Permanent Council, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.

Slovakia 442. Statement by the Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Government of the Slovak Republic
for Roma Communities, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination |
(continued).

439. Statement by the Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Government of the Slovak Republic
for National Minorities, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.

Slovenia 403. Slovenia on Freedom of Expression, Free Media and Information, Working Session 1:
Fundamental freedoms |I.

404. Slovenia on Human Rights Education, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms |
(continued).

405. Statement by Austria, Croatia and Slovenia on women, peace and security, Working
Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination I.

389. Statement on the implementation of the OSCE Action Plan of improving the situation of
Roma and Sinti, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination | (continued).

Sweden 20. Statement by Sweden, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms I.

Switzerland 242. Opening Statement, Opening Plenary Session.

243. Statement, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms 1.

244. Recommendations, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms .

245. Statement, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms I (continued).

246. Recommendations, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms | (continued).

247. Statement, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination I.

248. Recommendations, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination I.

249. Statement, Working Session 8 Rule of law.

250. Recommendations, Working Session 8 Rule of law.

251. Statement, Working Session 9: Democratic institutions.

252. Statement, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other commitments.

253. Recommendations, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other commitments.
305. Statement, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.

306. Written recommendations, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.
445, Statement, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.

446. Recommendations, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.

502. Closing statement, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.

Czech Republic 7.  Statement on Fundamental Freedoms, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms 1.

74. Statement of the Czech Republic on Tolerance and Non-Discrimination, Working Session
5: Tolerance and non-discrimination I.

156. Statement, Working Session 9: Democratic institutions.
399. Statement, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination | (continued).

424. Right of Reply, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination | (continued).

Turkey 196. Statement by Ambassador Tacan Ildem, Opening Plenary Session.
197. Statement by Turkey, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination 1.
473. Statement, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other commitments.

Ukraine 34. Opening statement by Mr. Andrii Deshchytsia Ambassador Extraordinary and
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Plenipotentiary of Ukraine to the Republic of Poland, Deputy Head, Opening Plenary
Session.

70. Statement, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms I.

152. Statement by Ukraine, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms | (continued).
Statement on freedom of peaceful assembly and association, Working Session 4:
Fundamental freedoms | (continued).

109. Report on the rights and freedoms of children temporarily moved from occupied territory,
Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination I.

202. Statement on Prevention of Violence against Women and Children, Working Session 5:
Tolerance and non-discrimination I.

153. Statement on independence of judicial system, Working Session 7 (specifically selected
topic): Independence of the judicial system, with a particular focus on accountability and
integrity of judges and prosecutors (continued).

316. Statement, Working Session 8 Rule of law.

174. Migrant workers, Working Session 10: Fundamental freedoms 1.

496. Statement, Working Session 10: Fundamental freedoms I1.

187. Combating human trafficking, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other
commitments.

188. Internally displaced persons, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other
commitments.

317. Statement on trafficking in human beings, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and
other commitments.

573. Statement, Working Session 12 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and
ensuring effective protection against discrimination.

497. Statement, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.

524. Concluding Statement, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.

OSCE Institutions
OSCE High 301. Opening remarks by Astrid Thors, Opening Plenary Session.
Commissioner on Lo _— . . . )
. S 539. No security without access to justice. Address by Astrid Thors, Working Session 17:
National Minorities L
Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.
OSCE ODIHR 1. Agenda for the 2015 Human Dimension Implementation Meeting, Background
Documents.

3. Bios of speakers, introducers and moderators, Background Documents.

4. Provisional List of Participants, Background Documents.

23. Timetable of the 2015 Human Dimension Implementation Meeting and Side Events as
submitted by Convenors, Background Documents.

98. Compilation of written recommendations covering working sessions 1-4, Background
Documents.

166. Compilation of written recommendations covering working sessions 5-7, Background
Documents.

191. Compilation of written recommendations covering working sessions 8-9, Background
Documents.

386. Compilation of written recommendations covering working sessions 10 - 13, Background
Documents.

507. Compilation of written recommendations covering working sessions 14-17, Background
Documents.

548. Final List of Participants, Background Documents.

40. Opening remarks by Director of ODIHR Mr. Michael Georg Link, Opening Plenary
Session.

33. Recommendations on Enhancing the Participation of Associations in Public Decision-
Making Processes, Side Event: Launch of the Final Recommendations on Enhancing the
Participation of Associations in Public Decision-Making Processes.

461. Rapporteur's Report for Working Session 1, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.

462. Rapporteur's Report for Working Session 2, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.

204



463.
464.
465.
466.
467.
474,
475.
477,
478.
480.
482.
483.
490.
503.
504.
553.

572.

Rapporteur's Report for Working Session 4, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Rapporteur's Report for Working Session 5, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Rapporteur's Report for Working Session 6, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Rapporteur's Report for Working Session 7, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Rapporteur's Report for Working Session 8, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Rapporteur’s report for working session 12, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Rapporteur's report for working session 13, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Rapporteur's Report for Working Session 3, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Rapporteur's Report for Working Session 15, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Rapporteur's Report for Working Session 16, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Rapporteur's Report for Working Session 11, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Rapporteur's Report for Working Session 14, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Rapporteur's report for working session 10, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Rapporteur's report for working session 9, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.
Rapporteur's report for working session 17, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.

Closing remarks by Director of ODIHR Mr. Michael Georg Link, Closing Reinforced
Plenary Session.

Rapporteur's report working session 18, Closing Reinforced Plenary Session.

OSCE Secretariat

OSCE Secretariat

82.

138.

562.

Opening Remarks by Secretary General Lamberto Zannier, Opening Plenary Session.

Statement by Thomas Wuchte, OSCE Head on Anti-Terrorism Issues Transnational
Threats Department, Working Session 8 Rule of law.

Welcoming Address by Ms. Madina Jarbussynova, OSCE Special Representative and Co-
ordinator for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings, Working Session 11:
Humanitarian issues and other commitments.

International Organizations

Council of Europe

24.

53.

55.

56.

63.

69.

96.

139.

140.

141.

161.
162.
177.

Overview of the work of the Council of Europe in the media and information society
field, Working Session 2 (specifically selected topic): Challenges to the enjoyment of
fundamental freedoms and human rights in the age of new information and
communication technologies, including the respect for privacy.

Action by the Conference of INGOs of the Council of Europe for the promotion of civil
participation and active citizenship, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms |
(continued).

Protection of national minorities, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms |
(continued).

Education for democratic citizenship and human rights education, Working Session 4:
Fundamental freedoms | (continued).

Council of Europe standards and action for the promotion of an active role by civil society
in political decision-making, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms | (continued).
Contribution of the Council of Europe, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-
discrimination I.

Contribution of the Council of Europe, Working Session 6 (specifically selected topic):
Independence of the judicial system, with a particular focus on accountability and
integrity of judges and prosecutors.

Report on Council of Europe / OSCE Co-operation Regarding the Fight against Terrorism
September 2014-September 2015, Working Session 8 Rule of law.

The work of the European Committee for the Prevention of torture and inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment (CPT), Working Session 8 Rule of law.

Exchange of views on the question of abolition of capital punishment, Working Session 8
Rule of law.

Election assistance, Working Session 9: Democratic institutions.
Good Democratic Governance, Working Session 9: Democratic institutions.

Migrant workers’ rights as guaranteed by the European Social Charter, Working Session
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10: Fundamental freedoms II.

394. Statement, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination I (continued).

395. Statement, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination I (continued).

444. Contribution on protection of national minorities, Working Session 17: Tolerance and
non-discrimination 11.

Office of the High 66. UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders Michel Forst, Working
Commissioner for Session 4: Fundamental freedoms | (continued).
Human Rights
(OHCHR)
United Nations High 189. UNHCR written statement on refugees and IDPs, Working Session 11: Humanitarian
Commissioner for issues and other commitments.
Refugees (UNHCR)
Non-Governmental Organizations
"'Article 19" 227. Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection against discrimination, Working
Session 12 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective
protection against discrimination.
"EZGULIK" Human 102. Statement by Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan, Working Session 6 (specifically
Rights Society of selected topic): Independence of the judicial system, with a particular focus on
Uzbekistan (HRSU) accountability and integrity of judges and prosecutors.

119. Statement by Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan, Working Session 7 (specifically
selected topic): Independence of the judicial system, with a particular focus on
accountability and integrity of judges and prosecutors (continued).

ABTTF - Federation of 285. Statement, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.
\é\{frs;gzn Thrace Turks in 380. Statement, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).

441. Written contribution by ABTTF, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination
1.

ACT for America 5280 238. Discrimination and Hate Speech, Working Session 12 (specifically selected topic):
Coalition Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection against discrimination.

239. Discrimination, Working Session 13 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes
and ensuring effective protection against discrimination (continued).

286. Statement and written recommendations, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-
discrimination II.

347. Fundamental Freedoms, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms I (continued).

Action by Christians 137. Torture: Promotion of universal jurisdiction in OSCE participating States, Working

Against Torture - ACAT Session 8 Rule of law.

Administrative Centre of 340. Persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses continues in Russia, Working Session 15:

Jehovah's Witnesses in Fundamental freedoms 11 (continued).

Russia

Alliance Defending 254. Statement of ADF International, Working Session 13 (specifically selected topic):

Freedom Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection against discrimination
(continued).

331. Statement of ADF International, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms |1
(continued).

Alliance for Democracy 75. Statement on dialogue vs. isolation, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination
l.
116. Why we need more tailored and inclusive EU's policies, Working Session 5: Tolerance

and non-discrimination I.

Alliance of Youth 13. Statement of Alliance of Youth Initiatives of Kazakhstan, Working Session 1:
Initiatives of Kazakhstan Fundamental freedoms I.
170. Statement on violations of rights of Crimea Tatars, Side Event: Convention against
Torture Initiative: Supporting the fight against torture in the OSCE.
Alma-TQ 412. Violations of fundamental rights to freedom of thought and belief in Kazakhstan,
Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).
Amnesty International 127. Oral Statement: A Matter of International Concern: Endemic Torture in Uzbekistan,
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Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms | (continued).

128. Statement by International Partnership for Human Rights, Amnesty International,
Association for Human Rights in Central Asia, Civic Solidarity Platform, Human Rights
Watch, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms | (continued).

Anti-Discrimination 175. ADC Memorial Human Rights report (short version) Foreign National Detention Centers

Centre ""Memorial” and the Failure to Comply with EHCR Rulings on the Protection of Migrant Rights,
Working Session 10: Fundamental freedoms I1.

Association "ARA ART" 421. Statement, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination I (continued).

422. Zero Tolerance, Working Session 16: Tolerance and non-discrimination | (continued).

Association "'For Free 514. Statement on the case of Evgeny Vitishko, Working Session 6 (specifically selected

Russia" topic): Independence of the judicial system, with a particular focus on accountability and
integrity of judges and prosecutors.

515. Statement on the need for international assistance to the investigation of the murder of the
Russian opposition leader Boris Nemtsov, Working Session 6 (specifically selected
topic): Independence of the judicial system, with a particular focus on accountability and
integrity of judges and prosecutors.
513. Collection of Reports on Situation with Human Rights in Russia, Side Event: Repressions
against Russian civil society in 2015.
Association for the 549. Statement on the issue of “Addressing discrimination in detention in the OSCE region: a
Prevention of Torture pressing need”, Working Session 5: Tolerance and non-discrimination I.
554. Statement and written recommendations, Working Session 8 Rule of law.

Association of Internet 16. Challenges for the freedom of the media and the freedom of information in Tajikistan.

Service Providers of Statement by Mr. Asomudin Atoev, Chairman, Working Session 1: Fundamental

Tajikistan freedoms 1.

Atheist Ireland 274. Religious discrimination in Ireland, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-
discrimination II.

567. Statement, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.

568. Recommendations, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.

359. Statement on combating discrimination against atheists, Working Session 15:
Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).

569. Statement, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).

570. Recommendations, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).

Azerbaijan Institute for 14. Speech of Mr. Ahmad Shahidov, Chairman, Working Session 1: Fundamental freedoms I.

Democracy and Human

Rights

Azerbaijani Community 228. Refugees and displaced persons, Working Session 11: Humanitarian issues and other

of Nagorno Karabakh commitments.

Region of the Republic of

Azerbaijan

B'nai B'rith 288. Combating Anti-Semitism in the OSCE Region statement and written recommendations,

International Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.

Baha'i International 546. Statement, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.

Community 547. Statement, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).

Baltic Center of 158. Eighth Conference of Organizations of Russian Compatriots in Latvia, Working Session

Historical and Socio- 9: Democratic institutions.

Political Research . . . . S

159. Statement on election in Latvia, Working Session 9: Democratic institutions.

Barnabas Fund 215. Statement on refugee situation in Middle East and European asylum, Working Session 12
(specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection
against discrimination.

Buergerbewegung Pax 448. The urgent need for security, sovereignty and defensible borders, Working Session 12

Europa (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection
against discrimination.

491. Statement, Working Session 12 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and

ensuring effective protection against discrimination.
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492. Statement, Working Session 13 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and
ensuring effective protection against discrimination (continued).
493. Statement, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.
494. Statement, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms 11 (continued).
CAPLC - Coordination 372. Freedom of Religion or Belief, Fostering Mutual Respect and Understanding, Working
des Associations et Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).
Particuliers pour la
Liberte de Conscience
Center for Civil 97. Statement, Working Session 6 (specifically selected topic): Independence of the judicial
Liberties, Ukraine system, with a particular focus on accountability and integrity of judges and prosecutors.
147. Speech by Center for Civil Liberties, Working Session 8 Rule of law.
Center for Information 229. Statement for Session 12, Working Session 12 (specifically selected topic): Combating
and Analysis (SOVA) hate crimes and ensuring effective protection against discrimination.
236. Statement for Session 13, Working Session 13 (specifically selected topic): Combating
hate crimes and ensuring effective protection against discrimination (continued).
332. Address and recommendations on fundamental freedoms, Working Session 15:
Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).
Center for Security 378. Statement on Orwell and Hate Crime, Working Session 12 (specifically selected topic):
Policy Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection against discrimination.
257. Working Session 13, Working Session 13 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate
crimes and ensuring effective protection against discrimination (continued).
299. Session 14 - On Tolerance, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.
Center for Social 71.  On the distrust between IntDonors and National Government in Azerbaijan, Working
Economic and Legal Session 4: Fundamental freedoms | (continued).
Reforms
Center for Support of 176. Statement and written recommendations on migration in Kyrgyzstan., Working Session
International Protection 10: Fundamental freedoms I1.
Center for the 476. Written recommendations, Working Session 8 Rule of law.
Development of
Democracy and Human
Rights
Centre for Research and 505. Statement and written recommendations, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-
Protection of discrimination 11.
Fundamental Rights
Centre of Civic 287. Statement on Discrimination against Muslims in Crimea, Working Session 14: Tolerance
Education and non-discrimination 11.
"ALMENDA"
356. Violations of freedom of thought and belief in Crimea, Working Session 15: Fundamental
freedoms Il (continued).
Chance for Children 564. Statement by Ms. Henriett Dinok: Hate Speech and evictions in Miskolc (Hungary), Side
Foundation Event: Combatting Hate Speech, Racism and Incitement against Roma and Sinti in
Election Campaigns.
Chernivtsy Regional 297. Statement, Working Session 13 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and
NGO 'Human Rights’ ensuring effective protection against discrimination (continued).
Christian Evangelical 382. Statement on violation of freedom of conscience, Working Session 15: Fundamental
Church, Temirtau freedoms 11 (continued).
383. Statement by Pastor Igor Andreikin, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms 11
(continued).
Christian Solidarity 517. Statement, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.
Worldwide (CSW) 518. Statement, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).
Church of Scientology; 371. Church of Scientology - ODIHR 2015, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms 11
Human Rights Office (continued).
Collectif contre 210. Statement by CCIF, Working Session 12 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate
L'islamophobe en France crimes and ensuring effective protection against discrimination.
234. From promises to action: tackling Islamophobia, Working Session 12 (specifically

selected topic): Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection against
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530.

375.

discrimination.

Statement, Working Session 13 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and
ensuring effective protection against discrimination (continued).

Refugees, New State Sponsored Islamophobia and Confronting Religious Minorities,
Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms 11 (continued).

Constantinopolitan 282. Statement on the Greek minority in Turkey, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-

Society discrimination 11.

283. Recommendations, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.

333. The Ecumenical Patriarchate in Turkey. Statement, Working Session 15: Fundamental
freedoms Il (continued).

334. The Ecumenical Patriarchate in Turkey. Recommendations, Working Session 15:
Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).

Core Issues Trust 214. How evidence, rights, freedoms and conscience are trampled through view-point
discrimination under the UK’s aggressive secular state, Working Session 12 (specifically
selected topic): Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection against
discrimination.

Crimean Field Mission 209. Hate crimes in Crimea, Working Session 12 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate

on Human Rights crimes and ensuring effective protection against discrimination.

289. Statement on Discrimination against Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv Patriarchate
in Crimea, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.

CSO "Equal 360. Statement supporting LGBT people in Tajikistan., Working Session 15: Fundamental

Opportunities™ freedoms 11 (continued).

CST - Community 261. Statement, Working Session 13 (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and

Security Trust ensuring effective protection against discrimination (continued).

294. Statement, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.

Danish Helsinki 118. Recommendation on the relationship between prosecution and the executive, Working

Cpmmittee for Human Session 7 (specifically selected topic): Independence of the judicial system, with a

Rights particular focus on accountability and integrity of judges and prosecutors (continued).

Department for External 269. Statement regarding the violation of rights of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Working

Church Relations of the Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination 1.

Ukrainian Orthodox

Church

Ecumenical Federation 437. Remedy and Reparations towards the Greek-Orthodox Community of the Republic of

of Costantinopolitans Turkey on the 60th Anniversary of Istanbul Pogrom of 6-7/9/1955, Working Session 17:
Tolerance and non-discrimination II.

Educational Center of 550. Statement, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.

Glafki; Xanthi

Prefecture

Equal Opportunities 565. Presentation by Mrs. Daniela Mihailova: Hate Speech in pre-election situation in

Initiative Association Bulgaria, Side Event: Combatting Hate Speech, Racism and Incitement against Roma and
Sinti in Election Campaigns.

European Association of 336. Azerbaijan severely restricts the religious activity of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Working

Jehovah's Christian Session 15: Fundamental freedoms 11 (continued).

Witnesses

337. Bulgaria Religious Freedom Concerns, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms |1
(continued).

338. Kazakhstan continues its restrictions on the religious activity of Jehovah’ s Witnesses,
Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms 11 (continued).

339. Kyrgyzstan has recently taken some steps to protect religious freedom, Working Session
15: Fundamental freedoms 11 (continued).

341. Tajikistan revoked legal registration for Jehovah’s Witnesses in 2007, and authorities
view all religious activity of the Witnesses as illegal, Working Session 15: Fundamental
freedoms Il (continued).

342. Turkmenistan Religious Freedom Concerns, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms
11 (continued).

343. Jehovah’s Witnesses in Turkey Religious Freedom Concerns, Working Session 15:

Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).
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344,

Ukraine Religious Freedom Concerns: Jehovah’s Witnesses are pleased to report recent
positive developments, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms 1l (continued).

345. Jehovah’s Witnesses in Ukraine Donetsk and Luhansk Regions Religious Freedom
Concerns, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).
346. The government of Uzbekistan withholds religious freedom from Jehovah’s Witnesses
and local authorities frequently harass and mistreat them, Working Session 15:
Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).
European Center for 222. Democratic Elections in Nagorno Karabakh Republic, Working Session 9: Democratic
Artsakh (EUCFA) institutions.
194. Refugees in the Republic of Nagorno Karabakh, Working Session 11: Humanitarian
issues and other commitments.
European Center for 418. Statement about the situation with the hate crimes in Europe, Working Session 12
Democracy Development (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection
against discrimination.
417. Statement about the anti-Semitism in Ukraine, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-
discrimination II.
419. Statement on freedom of speech in Europe. Problems and borders, Working Session 15:
Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).
451. Statement about the situation with the Rights of National Minorities in Europe, Working
Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.
455. Report "Xenophobia, Discrimination and Aggressive Nationalism in Europe", Side Event:
Xenophobia, Racism and anti-Semitism in Europe.
European Centre for 217. Statement on behalf of L'Observatoire de la Christianophobie, Working Session 12
Law and Justice (specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection
against discrimination.
218. Statement on Evident and Subtle Hate Crimes against Christians, Working Session 12
(specifically selected topic): Combating hate crimes and ensuring effective protection
against discrimination.
290. The Right to Conscientious Objection in the Medical Field, Working Session 14:
Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.
291. Discrimination of Christians and Christianity in Society, Working Session 14: Tolerance
and non-discrimination II.
European Confederation 54. Recommendation on Freedom of Association for Police Personnel, Working Session 4:
of Police Fundamental freedoms I (continued).
European Federation for 368. Statement on freedom of belief in Italy, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms 11
Freedom of Belief (FOB) (continued).
369. Anti-mosque act, FOB report: "It violates EU's rules”, Working Session 15: Fundamental
freedoms Il (continued).
European Foundation 25. Participating States of OSCE must counter extremist narrative on social media, Working
for Democracy Session 2 (specifically selected topic): Challenges to the enjoyment of fundamental
freedoms and human rights in the age of new information and communication
technologies, including the respect for privacy.
European Humanist 351. Let women decide over their body, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il
Federation (continued).
European Muslim 311. Tolerance and non-discrimination including Islamophobia, Working Session 14:
Initiative for Social Tolerance and non-discrimination I1.
Cohesion (EMISCO)
European Organisation 57. Recommendations on Freedom of Association for Military Personnel, Working Session 4:
of Military Association Fundamental freedoms | (continued).
(EUROMIL)
European Union of 293. Statement by Karin Flieswasser, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination
Jewish Students 1.
Federal Lezghin National 440. Statement and recommendations, Working Session 17: Tolerance and non-discrimination
and Cultural Autonomy 1.
(FLNCA)
Federation Europeenne 364. Declaration by Luigi Corvaglia, President of CESAP, Member of FECRIS, Working

des Centres de
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Recherche et
d'Information sur le

Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).

Sectarisme (FECRIS) 365. Declaration by Daniele Muller-.TuII, President of FECRIS, Working Session 15:
Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).
FEMYSO - Forum of 560. Statement, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.
European Muslim Youth
and Student
Organisations
Forum 18 284. Tolerance & non-discrimination including discrimination on grounds of belief, Working
Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination Il.
335. Ensuring the collective dimension of freedom of religion or belief, Working Session 15:
Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).
Forum for Religious 266. Germany: Seizure of Children from Twelve Tribes Community at Variance with OSCE
Freedom Europe Standards, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.
FOREF ; ; i
( ) 267. Hungary: Amended Church Law Remains at Variance with OSCE Standards and the
European Convention on Human Rights, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-
discrimination II.
268. AUSTRIA: Policies on Religion at Variance with OSCE Standards and the European
Convention on Human Rights, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination 1.
[English, 3 pages]
292. Statement concerning the seizure of children from the Twelve Tribes community in
Germany, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination II.
Foundation 276. Statement about freedom of religion and persecutions of Christians and other religious
"CitizenGO™" minorities, Working Session 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination 1.
326. Written recommendations: ADF International, Novae Terrae Foundation, "Giuseppe

Dossetti " Observatory for Religious Tolerance and Freedom, Observatory on Intolerance
and Discrimination Against Christians in Europe and European Center for Law and
Justice, Working Session 15: Fundamental freedoms Il (continued).

Freedom House 15. Statement on Appropriate Response to Propaganda, Working Session 1: Fundamental
freedoms |I.

52. Statement on the Urgency of Consistent Reforms in Support of Fundamental Freedoms
and Civil Society in Belarus, Working Session 4: Fundamental freedoms | (continued).
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