
Protection of human rights defenders is vital to realize OSCE human 

rights commitments, says OSCE/ODIHR Director Link 
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simply for trying to protect the rights of so-

ciety’s most vulnerable people, without dis-

crimination,” Director Link said. “I encour-

age OSCE participating States to seriously 

consider the Hamburg Declaration, which 

outlines many important actions to safe-

guard human rights defenders from re-

strictions contrary to OSCE commitments.” 

The protection of human rights defenders is 
essential for OSCE participating States to real-
ize their human dimension commitments in 
practice, OSCE/ODIHR Director Michael 
Georg Link said at the close of the 23rd OSCE 
Ministerial Council, in advance of interna-
tional Human Rights Day on 10 December. 
“Human rights defenders are often the focus 
of threats, attacks and legal harassment  

This year, ODIHR developed and 
piloted an interactive two-day 
training on Effective and Human 
Rights Compliant Policing in     
Roma and Sinti Communities. It 
provides effective policing strate-
gies in Roma communities that are 
fair and responsive to the needs of 

people they serve, while engag-
ing in practices that comply with 
human rights standards and are 
gender sensitive. A new informa-
tive brochure on the training was 
released in early December and is 
available in English and Russian 
at: http://www.osce.org/
odihr/280556 

Effective and human-rights compliant policing in Roma and Sinti 

communities: OSCE/ODIHR training for law enforcement officers 

ODIHR Director Michael Georg Link (OSCE/Piotr Markowski) 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/287861
http://www.osce.org/odihr/280556
http://www.osce.org/odihr/280556
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Latest recruitment notices at ODIHR 
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Intern, Human Rights Department 

Location: Warsaw 

Closing date: 26 December 2016 

Full details on OSCE website 

If you wish to unsubscribe, please send us a message at PublicAffairs@odihr.pl. 

Procurement and Contracting Co-ordinator 

Location: Warsaw 

Grade: G7 

Closing date: 27 January 2017 

Full details on OSCE website 

Security needs, effective responses to intolerance and hate crimes against 

Christians discussed at OSCE/ODIHR event in Vienna 

The Conference on Combating Intolerance and Dis-

crimination against Christians was organized by 

the 2016  German OSCE Chairmanship and the OS-

CE/ODIHR in Vienna on 14 December 2016. Rep-

resentatives of civil society, governments and inter-

national organizations took part in the event. 

“Numerous tragic events this year are sad evidence 

to the fact that no OSCE participating State is im-

mune to hate-motivated crimes and incidents. Bias 

and prejudice exist in one form or another every-

where. It is our responsibility to prevent and  

respond to all manifestations of intolerance, 

including against Christians,” said Ambassa-

dor Eberhard Pohl, Permanent Representative 

of Germany to the OSCE and Chairperson of 

the OSCE Permanent Council.  

"Identifying specific security needs through 

dialogue with Christian communities is a nec-

essary first step in effectively addressing intol-

erance,” said Cristina Finch, Head of ODIHR’s 

Tolerance and Non-discrimination Depart-

ment. 

Ambassador Eberhard Pohl, Permanent Representative of Germany to the OSCE 
and Chairperson of the OSCE Permanent Council, and Cristina Finch, head of 
ODIHR’s Tolerance and Non-discrimination Department, at the OSCE/ODIHR 
Conference on Combating Intolerance and Discrimination against Christians, 
Vienna, 14 December 2016. (OSCE/Micky Kroell) 

https://employment.osce.org/OA_HTML/OA.jsp?page=/oracle/apps/irc/candidateSelfService/webui/VisVacDispPG&akRegionApplicationId=821&transactionid=375118862&retainAM=Y&addBreadCrumb=S&p_svid=152167&p_spid=5941763&oapc=18&oas=eNsNjjMPxUpbqTXla-AMHA..
https://employment.osce.org/OA_HTML/OA.jsp?page=/oracle/apps/irc/candidateSelfService/webui/VisVacDispPG&akRegionApplicationId=821&transactionid=375118862&retainAM=Y&addBreadCrumb=S&p_svid=152328&p_spid=5949764&oapc=10&oas=coRXxMMFw7JbW8tnRTZgGQ..
http://www.osce.org/odihr/289386
http://www.osce.org/odihr/289386

