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As did all the other Chairmanships before it, Spain is seek-
ing to strengthen the Organization by highlighting and 

enhancing its major achievements and, at the same time, by 
addressing its weaknesses and identifying satisfactory alter-
native solutions to enable us all to do a better job. 

Three words sum up the fundamental commitments and 
priorities of our Chairmanship, apart from the objectives 
related to the three dimensions: ownership, dialogue and 
action-oriented work:

Ownership: We believe that any OSCE Chairmanship can 
only achieve what the participating States allow it to. Spain 
will aim towards encouraging them to reach consensus in all 
areas, but it will be difficult if there is no political will to do 
so. 

Dialogue: Sitting at a negotiating table is always a good 
starting point. When it comes to sensitive issues, we do not 
intend to teach lessons to any country. Far from it! We do, 
however, wish to raise awareness of existing problems and 
to offer viable solutions if requested to do so. Our dialogue 
should always be coupled with respect. With the help of the 
OSCE and its institutions, Spain is ready to assist. 

Action-oriented work: The participating States demand 
responsible and effective action. The OSCE should not be 
perceived as a mere think-tank or as a forum for idle debate. 
Helped by public diplomacy, we should reach out to all the 
citizens of participating States to convince them that we are 
making real progress in addressing  some difficult issues at 
various levels.

 Despite the fact that the Organization is composed of 
different institutions and tackles a broad spectrum of con-
cerns, we should take every opportunity to present a solid 
and coherent front. The articles in this issue of the OSCE 
Magazine reflect the fact that we have much to be proud of, 
collectively. Inspired by our positive record of accomplish-
ments, let us all pull together to enable the Organization to 
once again reach new heights. 

Ambassador Carlos Sánchez de Boado
Vienna

April 2007
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Europe is a pan-European security body whose 
56 participating States span the geographical area 
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OSCE Chairmanship 2007: Spain

OSCE Structures and Institutions
Permanent Council, Vienna
Forum for Security Co-operation, Vienna
Secretariat, Vienna
OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, Vienna
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, 

Warsaw
High Commissioner on National Minorities, The Hague
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, Copenhagen

Field Operations
Caucasus

OSCE Office in Baku
OSCE Mission to Georgia
OSCE Office in Yerevan
The Personal Representative of the Chairman-in-Office
on the Conflict Dealt with by the OSCE Minsk Conference

Central Asia
OSCE Centre in Almaty
OSCE Centre in Ashgabad
OSCE Centre in Bishkek
OSCE Centre in Dushanbe
OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Uzbekistan

Eastern Europe
OSCE Office in Minsk
OSCE Mission to Moldova
OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine

South-eastern Europe
OSCE Presence in Albania
OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina
OSCE Mission to Croatia
OSCE Mission in Kosovo
OSCE Mission to Montenegro
OSCE Mission to Serbia
OSCE Spillover Monitor Mission to Skopje
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