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EU Statement on the verdict in the trial of Alexei Navalny

Yesterday’s verdict of the Leninsky Court in Kirov against Russian opposition
politician Alexei Navalny on charges of embezzlement attempts to silence yet

another independent political voice in the Russian Federation.

Last year, the European Court of Human Rights had ruled that Mr Navalny had
been denied the right to a fair trial in his prosecution in 2013 for the same

charges.

This latest decision, which effectively excludes Mr Navalny from the political
arena, further constrains political pluralism in Russia and raises serious questions

as to the fairness of democratic processes in Russia.

The Candidate Countries the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and
ALBANIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and Potential Candidate
BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, and the EFTA countries ICELAND and NORWAY, members of the
European Economic Area, as well as UKRAINE and GEORGIA align themselves with this statement.

* The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Albania continue to be part of the
Stabilisation and Association Process.
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