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Through the Looking Glass:
Why human environment
relations are always

human relations

&

Why disasters are never
‘natural’

Dr. Ben Wisner
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University College London
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. Natural environment (—UF
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Spatially varied, with inequitable distribution >
of opportunities and hazards

l l

Opportunities, locations @) (O
and resources for human Climatological,
activities, e.g. agricultural land, geomorphological, geological,
water, minerals, energy sources, biclogical and astronomical
sites for construction, places to hazards affecting
live and work, means of human activities
communication and mobility

T

Social processes determine unequal access to @
livelihoods, location, i itabl to hazards
and unequal access to means of protection
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Class - gender - ethnicity - religious affiliation, age group
- physical and mental health status - immigration status

@

Social systems, power relations and governance, =
cultural beliefs and values, religions
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Political and economic systems at local, sub-national, ~—
national and international scales




IN CASE OF FIRE

)

EXIT BUILDING
BEFORE TWEETING
ABOUT IT

The progression of vulnerability

) Fragile .
Dynamic livelihoods Disaster
pressures and unsafe risk

locations

Root causes

Accentuation of some (not all) hazards




THE PROGRESSION OF VULNERAEILITY
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THE PROGRESSION OF VULNERABILITY IN THE LOWER SHIRE VALLEY
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1 2 3
Underlying Dynamic Unsafe
causes pressures conditions ﬂ

Lack of: Fragile physical Trigger eveny
- education environment:
i - appropriate - living in floodplains
Fen a0 ki © - weak buildings and DISASTER
- local investment infrastructure =
- local markets Flooding
- coordinated Fragile local economy: VULNERABILITY
activities - livelihoods at risk
- power energy - low income levels +
- no food stocks or savings

Poverty

Arrogance due to
cultural values

Negative attitudes to
flood forecasts

and wamings Macro-forces:

- population - Lack of basic services
Heavy rainfall climate moreass
- deforestation - Unemployment
- cultivation along
river banks
- disturbing river
banks for
fishing
grounds, efc.

Source: Adapted from At Risk, Ben Wisner et al. (2004

PLEASE, 5IR,
I WANT MO MORE.




(M OIS M

MIWIAINIG A







e & combine

tabiri wa Vuli 2000 toka TMA wunaonyesha mvus 2 wastani
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= Access to:

—Land, water

— Livestock - cash
= Labor implications
= Milk and fodder

= Role of temporary
employment




ROOT
CAUSES

Colonial &
post-colonial
prejudice against
pastoralists

Weak sub-
village government

Corruption at the
District Council

allowing ‘permits’
to be issues

DYNAMIC
FACTORS

Urban demand for wood
& charcoal growing

Rapid urbanization in
3rd & 4th level centres

Increase in uptake of non-
farm extractive activities
by unemployed youth

Increasing price of non-
bio-mass fuels

FRAGILE
LIVELIHOODS
& UNSAFE
CONDITIONS

Maasai women have
to spend more time
gathering woodfuel

Occasional fuel

shortage > fewer
boil drinking water >
more cases of
cholera

Less time for Maasai
women to tend small

stock > heard health
declines
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