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OSCE QUESTIONNAIRE ON ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES 

 

To be submitted no later than 31 May of each year 

(starting in May 2005) 

 

Part I 

 
1. Is your country a State Party to the 1996 Amended Protocol II on Prohibitions or 

Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices annexed to the 1980 

Convention on Conventional Weapons (CCW)? 

 

Yes. 

 

If yes: 

 

2. Please attach the most recent annual report submitted by your country in accordance with 

Article 13 of the Amended Protocol or give the appropriate electronic address for the report. 

 

The United States submitted an Annual Report on April 5, 2018.  A copy is attached. 

 

If no: 

 

3. Is your country considering ratification/accession to the Amended Protocol II? 

 

Not applicable. 

 

4. What measures have been taken to prevent the indiscriminate use of mines, booby-traps, and 

other devices? 

 

U.S. policy and practice prohibit the indiscriminate use of all landmines (including anti-

personnel landmines), booby-traps, and other devices.  All U.S. practice related to these weapons 

meets or is more restrictive than the requirements of Amended Protocol II.  Additionally, U.S. 

forces no longer employ non-self-destructing landmines (also known as “persistent” landmines), 

either anti-personnel or anti-vehicle, but rely exclusively on self-destructing/self-deactivating 

landmines that meet the requirements for self-destruction and self-deactivation that are specified 

in the Technical Annex of Amended Protocol II or are subject to more restrictive requirements. 

 

Reporting relative to minefields requires a detailed report of intention, a report of initiation, and 

a report of completion.  Reports of transfer (of control to another military unit) and reports of 

change are required as transfers or changes occur.  Reports include the number and types of 

mines as well as their locations.  Minefield locations are recorded on a standardized form.  Hand-

emplaced mines are recorded individually.  Scatterable munition fields are recorded by their 



perimeter.  Commanders are instructed to make every attempt to mark these munition fields as 

soon as the tactical situation allows. 

 

5. Would your country be interested in receiving assistance related to the implementation of this 

Protocol?  If so, please describe. 

 

No. 

 

6. Does your country have the capacity to assist others related to this Protocol?  If so, please 

describe. 

 

The United States is a strong supporter of international humanitarian mine action efforts and 

mine action technology exchanges.  The Department of State’s Conventional Weapons 

Destruction (CWD) programs are highly successful but are only one component of the U.S. 

Government’s robust Humanitarian Mine Action Program.  The Department of Defense and the 

U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) also work to alleviate the harm caused by 

others’ indiscriminate and illicit use of landmines.  The United States was one of the first 

countries to support humanitarian mine action efforts, beginning in 1988 in Afghanistan.  Since 

then, the United States consistently has been the world’s single largest financial supporter of 

Conventional Weapons Destruction – including humanitarian mine action – providing more than 

$2.9 billion since 1993 to more than 100 countries.  U.S. efforts include training and support for 

mine clearance operations, mine risk education, survivors’ assistance, research and development, 

training and support for physical security and stockpile management of explosive ordnance, and 

a public-private partnership program.  The United States is also a leader in the development and 

sharing of mine clearance technology, techniques, and information. 

 

More information can be found at: 

-  U.S. Department of State, Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement: 

www.state.gov/t/pm/wra 

-  U.S. Department of Defense Humanitarian Demining Training Center:  

http://www.lee.army.mil/hdtc/ 

-  U.S. Department of Defense Humanitarian Demining Research and Development Program: 

www.humanitarian-demining.org 

-  U.S. Agency for International Development Patrick J. Leahy War Victims Fund: 

https://www.usaid.gov/documents/1866/programs-vulnerable-populations-leahy-war-victims-

fund 

 

Part II 

 
7. Has your country ratified or acceded to the 1997 Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, 

Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction? 

 

No.  

 

8. (a) If yes, please attach the most recent report submitted by your country in accordance with 

Article 7 of the Convention or give the appropriate electronic address for the report. 

http://www.state.gov/t/pm/wra
http://www.lee.army.mil/hdtc/
http://www.humanitarian-demining.org/
https://www.usaid.gov/documents/1866/programs-vulnerable-populations-leahy-war-victims-fund
https://www.usaid.gov/documents/1866/programs-vulnerable-populations-leahy-war-victims-fund


 

Not applicable.   

 

(b) If no, is your country considering ratification/accession to the Convention? 

 

The United States is not currently considering becoming party to the Convention. 

 

(c) Has your country adopted legislation to address the humanitarian objectives of the 

Convention, or taken any specific measures regarding the use, production, storage, transfer, and 

destruction of anti-personnel landmines? In case a moratorium has been introduced, what is its 

scope and duration and when was it introduced? 

 

In June 2014, the United States announced at the Third Review Conference of the Ottawa 

Convention in Maputo, Mozambique, that the United States would not produce or otherwise 

acquire any anti-personnel landmines that are not compliant with the Ottawa Convention, 

including to replace such munitions as they expire in the coming years. 

 

In September 2014, the United States announced that it would align U.S. activities outside the 

Korean Peninsula with the key requirements of the Ottawa Convention.     

 

For more information on current U.S. landmine policy, please see the following Fact Sheets:   

 

June 27, 2014: Fact Sheet: Changes to U.S. Anti-Personnel Landmine Policy  

 

September 23, 2014: Fact Sheet: Changes to U.S. Anti-Personnel Landmine Policy  

 

9. Does your country have any specific measures in place to provide assistance to victims? 

 

Established in 1989, the U.S. Agency for International Development’s Leahy War Victims Fund 

(LWVF) works to increase the availability of, and access to, a wide variety of programs 

benefiting people with disabilities in conflict-affected countries.  Please see Form B of the 

attached CCW Amended Protocol II report for more information.    

 

10. Does your country require assistance in mine clearance, stockpile destruction, mine 

awareness, and/or victim assistance?  If so, please describe. 

 

No.   

 

11. Does your country have the capacity to assist others in mine action?  If so, please describe. 

 

The U.S. Department of State provided conventional weapons destruction (CWD) assistance that 

totaled $179.5 million in Fiscal Year 2016 and is projected to provide $266.5 million in Fiscal 

Year 2017 funds.  CWD assistance includes funding for humanitarian mine action, and for 

destruction and security of small arms, light weapons, and conventional munitions.  The United 

States remains the leading donor to humanitarian mine action around the world, with U.S. 

contributions since Fiscal Year 1993 totaling more than $2.9 billion.  These funds have provided 



assistance to more than 100 countries.  The United States cooperates with the UN, including the 

UN Mine Action Service, regional organizations, and other donor states.  The United States is 

currently the chair of the Mine Action Support Group, an informal donor coordination group that 

meets twice a year.  Please see Form B of the attached CCW Amended Protocol II report for 

more information.   



 

OSCE QUESTIONNAIRE ON EXPLOSIVE REMNANTS OF WAR 

 

To be submitted on a voluntary basis along with the OSCE Questionnaire on 

Anti-personnel Mines no later than 31 May each year. 

 
 

1. Has your country notified the Depositary of its consent to be bound by the 2003 CCW 

Protocol V on Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) once it enters into force?  Is your country 

considering doing so? 

 

Yes. 

 

2. If yes, at what stage is the process? 

 

Protocol V on ERW entered into force for the United States on July 21, 2009.  

 

3. Would your country be interested in receiving assistance in clearing or otherwise minimizing 

the risks and effects of ERW?  If so, please describe. 

 

No. 

 

4. Does your country have the capacity to assist others in clearing and minimizing the risks and 

effects of ERW?  If so, please describe. 

 

The United States takes a comprehensive approach to dealing with post-conflict explosive 

hazards. The U.S. Conventional Weapons Destruction program provides assistance for a range of 

activities, including humanitarian mine action, battle area clearance, clearance of explosive 

remnants of war, small arms and light weapons (SA/LW) destruction (including at-risk 

munitions and man-portable air defense systems – MANPADS), and physical security and 

stockpile management.  In addition to funding the destruction of excess and obsolete SA/LW and 

munitions from national holdings, the program also funds the clearance of weapons caches left at 

the end of conflicts. 

 

Please refer to the United States’ 2017 Protocol V report, specifically updated Form E, for more 

information about countries that the United States assisted in Fiscal Year 2016 and the types of 

assistance that it provided (attached). 

 

 






































































