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Mr Chairperson,

As Ukraine, in close cooperation with its international partners, continues
efforts to end the war and restore peace, the Russian Federation persists in its
aggression, exploiting every opportunity to justify its unlawful demands.

Russia’s response to the U.S. proposal for a 30-day comprehensive ceasefire
exemplifies its manipulative tactics. While Ukraine has fully supported the initiative
and expressed its commitment to its implementation and monitoring, Russia continues
to obstruct the process, seeking to undermine peace efforts.

Now more than ever, diplomatic and sanctions pressure must be sustained to
compel Russia to abandon its expansionist ambitions and adhere to international law.
As President Zelenskyy stated before the European Council on 20 March: “Ongoing
diplomatic efforts do not mean Russia should face less pressure. That is crucial to
reducing the chances of a Russian hoax. And we all know how easily Moscow
disregards its promises — one moment they give their word, and a few hours later it
means absolutely nothing.”

At the same time as Moscow pretends to seek peace, it continues its brutal war
against Ukrainian civilians. Russia has not ceased its attacks on Ukraine’s energy and
civilian infrastructure for a single day. Let me recall just the most recent examples.

On the night of March 18-19, hours after a phone call between U.S. and Russian
presidents, Russian Armed forces launched a massive attack on Ukraine, firing 2



2
Iskander-M ballistic missiles and four S-300 anti-aircraft guided missiles, along with
145 Shahed-type drones. Energy and civilian infrastructure in Donetsk, Sumy, Odesa,
Poltava, Dnipropetrovsk, Kyiv, and Chernihiv regions were damaged.

On the night of March 19-20, Russia carried out its most intense shelling of the
city of Kropyvnytskyi since the start of the full-scale war. Over 30 explosions
destroyed 70 private and 17 apartment buildings, injuring 14 civilians, including 7
children. That night, Russia launched 171 drones across Ukraine.

On the night of March 20-21, another mass drone attack struck Odesa and
Zaporizhzhia. In Odesa, residential buildings, a shopping centre, and a cemetery were
hit. Three civilians, including a minor, were injured. In Zaporizhzhia, five people—
including a child—were wounded in an airstrike. Russia launched 214 drones that night
alone.

On 23 March, a Russian drone strike on Kyiv killed three civilians, including a
father and his five-year-old daughter. Ten others, including an 11-month-old baby,
were injured. Private homes and apartment buildings were damaged.

This Monday, 24 March, a Russian missile strike on Sumy severely damaged
apartment buildings and a school, leaving nearly 100 civilians injured, including 23
children.

Similar massive attacks on Ukraine occur every night and underscore Russia’s
complete unwillingness to halt its aggression. While continuing its war crimes against
civilians, Russia remains silent on its own actions, instead attempting to shift blame
for the lack of a ceasefire onto Ukraine. Yet the truth is undeniable—Russia is the
aggressor, and Ukraine is defending its sovereignty.

As Ukraine’s Foreign Minister, Andrii Sybiha, recently stated: “Instead of making
hollow statements about peace, Russia must stop bombing our cities and end its war
on civilians.”

Ukraine welcomes the progress reached in the negotiations in Saudi Arabia,
particularly on a ceasefire in the energy sector and efforts to restore Black Sea
security. If Moscow fails to comply, there must be consequences—new sanctions and
stronger pressure. Diplomacy must prevail, but for Ukraine, trust in Russia is
nonexistent. Their actions in the coming days will be telling. The world must ensure
Moscow cannot continue to lie, manipulate, and prolong this war.

Ukraine remains committed to a just peace based on international law.
However, as history has shown, the only way to ensure Russia negotiates in good faith

is to leave it no alternative through decisive international pressure.



Mr Chairperson,

The integrity of multilateral diplomacy depends on respect for facts,
constructive dialogue, and adherence to truth. Unfortunately, the Russian delegation
continues to disregard these principles, engaging in deliberate deception,
manipulation, and outright falsifications to mislead the international community.

At the most recent FSC meeting, the Russian delegation falsely claimed that
“foreign media had to recognize Ukraine’s Kursk operation was a failure.” To support
this, the Russian delegation presented alleged front pages from various newspapers,
including the Hull Daily Mail, La Croix, and USA Today. However, as will be evident
from the appendix to our statement, which will be circulated in due course, two of
these front pages were entirely forged by the Russian delegation, while the La Croix
headline was altered to hide an article on military assistance to Ukraine.

This is not the only recent example of falsification. In the same statement, the
Russian delegation falsely claimed that Ukraine was preparing a bill on military
registration of 14-year-old children - a baseless accusation rooted in a fabricated
interview with a Ukrainian MP, which was disseminated by Russian-controlled media.
Notably, the media outlet that initially spread this fake news has since retracted it and
apologized. The question now is whether the Russian delegation will do the same.

These two incidents are just a small sample of the constant distortions,
fabrications, and disinformation that characterize Russia’s statements. The purpose of
these lies is clear: to discredit Ukraine and its partners, and undermine international
support for Ukraine.

Such actions are not only an attack on Ukraine but an insult to the FSC and all
OSCE participating States. Exploiting diplomatic platforms for propaganda is
unacceptable and highlights Russia’s contempt for the rules-based international order
and the fundamental principles of diplomacy. While Russia seeks to degrade this
organization with deceit, we must uphold our commitment to truth, transparency, and
accountability.

We call on all delegations to reject Russia’s disinformation tactics and stand
united against the spread of falsehoods.

Russia’s attempts to mislead the international community will not prevail. The
international order, grounded in the norms and principles of international law, will be
restored.

Thank you, Mr Chairperson.
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