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FREEDOM OF MEDIA IN GREECE 
The Practice in Western Thrace 

  
The Greek media law No: 3592/2007 was enacted by the Greek government on 19 July 
2007. The law contains several restrictive provisions that endanger freedom of press, 
expression and dissemination of information.   
 
According to the law, media entrepreneurs are required to deposit a minimum of 30.000-
100.000 Euros, recruit at least 5-20 staff depending on their specialization, broadcast for 
24 hours and use the Greek language as the main broadcasting language. Small minority 
radio stations broadcasting in the prefectures of Rhodopi and Xanthi have serious 
difficulties in meeting those restrictive provisions. By limiting the usage of the Turkish 
language, the new law also endangers pluralism and minority rights. 
 
 OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, Mr. Miklos Haraszti, expressed his 
concern about the new media law in the press release of 27 July 2007. In this statement, 
Mr. Haraszti claimed that the new law sets high and unnecessarily rigid thresholds that 
might have adverse affects on minority, community or low-cost broadcasters. 
 
Exercising the law, the National Board of Radio and Television (ESR) sent an official 
warning to the oldest minority radio station in Xanthi (called "Tele Radio” 104, 2 Fm) that 
has been broadcasting continuously in Turkish since 1994. In the abovementioned 
decision of the ESR (473/2009)','it was argued that according to the Article 8 of the new 
media law, the main broadcasting language should be Greek.   
        
In the official warning, it was also stated that the ESR would take further and harsher 
measures if the minority radio station does not broadcast in the Greek language. It is 
strange that the other Greek radio stations broadcasting in foreign languages like English 
or Russian were not subjected to a similar administrative measure. This obviously 
illustrates the discriminative nature of the decision adopted by the ESR, which is also in 
clear contravention to the freedom of press enshrined in the Article 14 of the Greek 
Constitution. 
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 Therefore, we call upon the Greek State to: 

 
Revise the new law on media (Law no:3592/2007)  which is not in line with the right to the 
free flow of information, freedom of expression and pluralism and make the appropriate 
urgent changes, given that the said law fails to consent the use of minority languages in 
the media.  
 
Take measures to support pluralism and independence of the media, while addressing the 
conflict between freedom of expression and of the media and the right to freedom from 
discrimination  
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Unofficial translation from Greek 
 
 

National Broadcasting Council (ESR)     Athens - November 3, 2009  
Protocol No: 10073 

 
Xanthi Prefecture TELE RADIO  
Mr. Ramadan Omer Recetzoglou  
Thermopilon 23  
PC 67100 - Xanthi  
 
Tel: 25410 76766  
Fax: 25410 76766  
 
 
To The Attention of Legal Representative  
 
We hereby transmit you the decision of National Broadcasting Council, dated and 
numbered 473/19.10.2009, in accordance with the article 19 paragraph 1 of the Law No. 
2690/1999.  
 
With the order of the Chairman of National Broadcasting Council 
S. Galani  
Secretariat of the Branch of Legality and Allowance 
Signature-Official Seal 
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 NATIONAL BROADCASTING COUNCIL 
Decision No 473/9.10.2009   

 
 
National Broadcasting Council, today on Tuesday 19.10.2009 and time 11.00 had a 
meeting, in which the Chairman of ESR (National Broadcasting Council, Mr. Ioannis 
Laskaridis, the Vice Chairman, Mr. Nestoras Kurakis, and the members Ms. Evi Demiri, 
Ms. Iris Avdi-Kalkani, Mr. Yannis Papakostas, Mr. Kostandinos Apostolos and Mr. 
Kostandinos Tsourakis participated. 
History-Legal Basis 
 
1. National Broadcasting Council discussed the issue of possible violation of the law on 
radio and television law by TELE RADIO belonging to Ramadan Omer Retzetoglou in 
Xanthi. 
2. The case was held on 13 October, 2009. Radio station representative did not participate 
in the meeting despite the National Broadcasting Council’s summon No. 9061/1.10.2009 
which was sent by fax as it is understood from the date of confirmation. 
 
3. The Council considered the following issues: 

I – Article 15 paragraph 1 of the Constitution which state that the radios and the 
televisions are subject to the direct control of the State. According to the law, the 
National Broadcasting Council, which is an independent institution, is the only 
competent regulatory authority administrative penalties. 
II – Article 3 paragraph 18 of the Law No: 2328/1995 indicates that Radio Channels 
are obliged to broadcast in Greek for more than the 25% of their broadcasting 
duration except sport news, television games, advertising or television journalism. 
III – Article 8 paragraph 13 of the Law No: 3592/2007 that indicates that the 
duration of the broadcasting should be 24 hours and the main broadcasting 
language should be Greek regardless the content of the channels. 
IV – Article 4 paragraph 1 pt. b and e of the Law No.2863/2000, in which the ESR 
verifies compliance with the broadcasting legislation and imposes penalties stated 
under Article 4 paragraph 1 of the Law 2328/1995.  
  
   
Rationale  

 

Regarding the review of the case of the radio station TELE RADIO Xanthi Prefecture have 
emerged the following matters has been considered: 

  
The radio station has been functioning legally since 1.11.1999 under Article 53 of Law 
2778/1999 according to its   3/18.1.2005 numbered and dated certificate issued by the 
ESR. 

As stated by the AP. 988/ES/4.8.2009 document of ESR, it is understood from the 
evidence adduced about the flow of programs that the aforementioned station broadcasts 
only in a foreign language. 
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For the abovementioned violation the Chairman, Mr. Ioannis Laskaridis, and members, Mr. 
Giannis Papakostas and Kostas Apostolas indicated that the administrative   fine of 3.000 
Euro should be imposed whereas the vice-Chairman, Mr. Nestoras Kourakis, and member 
Kostandinos Tsourakis suggested an administrative warning, while the other members, 
Ms. Evi Demiri and Iris Avdi Kalkani stated that there is no need for any action. To set up 
the majority, the Chairman and the members, who voted in favor of fine, joined to the 
members who suggested an administrative warning. 

 

 

For these reasons the National Broadcasting Council 

 

Indicates that it imposed and administrative warning to Mr. Ramadan Omer Retzetoglou, 
owner of the radio station TELE RADIO, in Xanthi Prefecture, to use the Greek language 
in more than 25% of the broadcasting hours except sport news, television games, 
advertising or television journalism. If he doesn’t follow the warning, further and harsher 
measures will be considered. 

It was decided and published on October 19, 2009. 
 

The Chairman of ESR 
 

Ioannis LASKARİDİS  

 
 

It's the same as original  
Athens 2.11.2009    

Stiliani Galani  

Signature-Official Seal  

 
 


