
 
 PC.JOUR/726 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 14 August 2008 
Permanent Council  
 Original: ENGLISH 
  

Chairmanship: Finland 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL 
(726th Plenary Meeting) 

 
 
1. Date:  Thursday, 14 August 2008 
 

Opened: 12.10 p.m. 
Closed: 1.30 p.m. 

 
 
2. Chairperson: Mr. A. Turunen 
 

The Chairperson, on behalf of the Permanent Council, welcomed the new Permanent 
Representative of Germany to the OSCE, Ambassador Heiner Horsten. 

 
 
3. Subjects discussed — Statements — Decisions/documents adopted: 
 

Agenda item 1: ADDRESS BY THE SPECIAL ENVOY OF THE 
CHAIRMAN-IN-OFFICE, 
AMBASSADOR HEIKKI TALVITIE 

 
Chairperson, Special Envoy of the Chairman-in-Office, France-European 
Union (PC.DEL/702/08), Ukraine (PC.DEL/706/08), Norway 
(PC.DEL/705/08), Canada (Annex), United States of America 
(PC.DEL/704/08), Belarus, Turkey (PC.DEL/707/08), Switzerland, 
Russian Federation, Moldova, Georgia (PC.DEL/708/08) 

 
Agenda item 2: REVIEW OF CURRENT ISSUES 

 
None 

 
Agenda item 3: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
(a) Appointment of the Special Envoy for the Situation in Georgia by the 

President of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly: OSCE Parliamentary 
Assembly (PC.GAL/4/08) 
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(b) Security situation surrounding the OSCE Mission to Georgia: 
Secretary General, United States of America 

 
 
4. Next meeting: 
 

To be announced 
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STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF CANADA 
 
 
 Canada would like to begin by welcoming the Chair-in-Office’s Special Envoy and 
would like to thank him for his assessment of the situation on the ground in Georgia. We 
welcome his suggestions on the broader role the OSCE should play in South Ossetia and on 
how to redeploy the OSCE Mission back to the zone of conflict. 
 
 We agree with his assessment that the OSCE is a well placed international 
organization already in Georgia with infrastructure, people and experience. We support the 
Chair-in-Office’s suggestion to increase the number of OSCE observers in South Ossetia. 
 
 The Government of Canada strongly condemns the recent violence in Georgia and 
deplores the resulting deaths, civilian casualties and damage to civilian infrastructure. 
 
 Canada strongly condemns the Russian Federation’s incursions into Georgian 
territory, which have occurred far beyond the zone of conflict in South Ossetia, and also 
Abkhazia. It is imperative that Russia respects the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Georgia. It is also clear to see that regional security and stability in the region have been 
compromised by the events of the past week. 
 
 Canada calls upon Russian and Georgian forces to immediately cease hostilities 
throughout Georgia. We would like to note that both the Prime Minister of Canada, 
Stephen Harper, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs, David Emerson, have stated that “in 
escalating the conflict through its attacks on Georgian towns and cities outside South Ossetia. 
Russia has ceased to act as a peacekeeper”. 
 
 The Prime Minister also noted that “Military force will not resolve this dispute... [as] 
the only viable long-term solution is international mediation and peacekeeping”. 
 
 Canada regrets that the Russian Federation’s use of force has been disproportionate 
and unjustifiable. Moreover, the Russian Federation’s excessive military actions are also in 
contradiction with its peacekeeping and mediation role, as well as the principles of peaceful 
conflict resolution reflected in the OSCE Charter for European Security, the Helsinki Final 
Act and norms of international law. The Russian Federation is now a party to the conflict. 
 
 Canada supports the efforts of the OSCE Chair-in-Office, the French Presidency of 
the EU and the United Nations Security Council to halt the violence in Georgia and to find a 
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political solution to the conflict. In particular, we strongly urge the Russian Federation to 
immediately halt all military action (if it has not yet done so) in the sovereign territory, 
airspace and waters of Georgia, as well as the de-facto naval blockade that is currently in 
place. All forces must withdraw to positions that they held on 6 August 2008, and all refugees 
and internally displaced persons should be allowed to return to their homes. 
 
 Canada is working with its international partners to bring this conflict to a close as 
quickly as possible and we stand ready to provide humanitarian assistance to those affected 
by the conflict. However, the first priority for all sides must be to respect their obligations 
under international humanitarian law, including the protection of civilians, and to facilitate 
full, safe and unhindered humanitarian access and medical aid to assist those in need. We call 
upon both the Russian Federation and Georgia to ensure that the civilian population has the 
assistance it needs to meet immediate humanitarian assistance needs and call on all parties to 
ensure access for international relief efforts. For its part, Canada will provide up to $1 million 
in humanitarian assistance to assist people affected by the recent fighting in Georgia. 
 


