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SET MY PEOPLE FREE TO WORSHIP ME

Set My People Free intervention 14: Tolerance and non-discrimination Il,
including ensuring equal opportunity for women and men in all spheres
in life, including through implementation of the OSCE Action Plan for
the Promotion of Gender Equality.

We welcome the work by the OSCE to promote women empowerment.

We are concerned however, about the development in Sweden where the equality of
women is not felt everywhere, where women in the suburbs face targeted harassment.

Soheila Fors has received cases of both boys and girls being forced into marriages in
OSCE states. The OSCE needs to take serious action against forced marriages and child
marriages that take place abroad by OSCE citizens.

Honour killings are also a real threat met by women. The murder of Fadime Sahindal
2002, is a sad example of this. According to Islam, muslim women are not allowed to
marry a non-muslim man. Women who share about these experiences should be taken
seriously and not be silenced by the denial from religious leaders who do not represent the
woman’s individual will.

The recent report about harassment of women in asylum homes, such as in Trangslet
Dalarna, is not unique to OSCE states. There, threats faced by women were not taken
seriously by the staff.

We would like to highlight a few examples of successful work among women. Soheila Fors
who opened teahouses for women of all faiths, providing education possibilities; Mona
Walter, human rights activist and Elisabeth Massi Fritz, a lawyer helping women who are
subject to honour crimes.

We recommend the OSCE states to:

- Encourage and support initiatives led by empowered minority women who promote
gender equality. There voices should not be silenced when wanting to share their
experiences and to empower other women.

- Teach staff at refugee homes on the importance of creating an environment that
encourages gender equality, discourage the introduction of segregated asylum homes.
That is to take a step backwards.

- Teach human rights values to the asylum worker staff and asylum seekers in the asylum
and refugee homes.
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News articles on the topic:

http://www.dt.se/dalarna/alvdalen/overgrepp-mot-kvinnor-pa-trangslet-ska-ha-avfardats-av-
migrationsverket

Pamryd Karlsson séger sig veta att flickan far med osanning, trots att polis, som uttalar sig for Kalla Fakta,
inte gjort nagon sadan bedémning. Pamryd Karlsson &r nu enhetschef fér Migrationsverkets
mottagningsenhet i Borlénge.

Héndelsen dér en kvinna ska ha utsatts for ett valdtéktsforsék kallar en av Migrationsverkets gruppchefer for
"ett litet ofredande.”

— Du kommer aldrig ifran smasaker i stora grupper med ménniskor, séger gruppchefen till Kalla Faktas
reporter.

http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=161&artikel=6443889

Camilla Ziedorn &r reporter pa Kalla Fakta och hon beréttar sa hdr om granskningen.

— Jag &kte till Trdngslet férutséttningslést, och sedan bérjade jag félja kvinnor déar och det var da de hér
historierna kom upp mer och mer.

- Jag har fatt héra om misshandel av kvinnor, valdtaktsférsék, sexuella ofredanden mot ett barn, dédshot. S
olika typer av valdsbrott mot kvinnor, och framfér allt att Migrationsverket inte tar det hédr pa allvar. Och det &r
flera i personalen som inte tar kvinnornas oro pa allvar.

http://www.dn.se/ledare/huvudledare/lat-asyl-betyda-skydd/

“En pakistansk man och hans hustru konverterade till kristendomen fran islam. Grannarna pa deras
asylboende i Véstsverige stérde sig pa att kvinnan bar byxor och inte siéja. Till slut sprayade nagon pa
vdggen en uppmaning att déda mannen.

En kristen kvinna fran Irak, ocksa konvertit, berattar om hur hon kallas “hora” och "avfélling” av andra pa
boendet. De sédger att hon och hennes familj ska skickas tillbaka till Irak och dédas dér.”
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