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DECISION No. 2/05
MIGRATION
The Ministerial Council,
Reaffirming the commitments related to migration, and in particular regarding
migrant workers, and other relevant commitments, especially those recognized in the
Helsinki Final Act (1975), the Madrid Document (1983), the Vienna Final Document (1989),
the Copenhagen Document (1990), the Charter of Paris for a New Europe (1990), the
Moscow Document (1991), the Helsinki Document (1992), the Budapest Document (1994)
and documents adopted by the Ministerial Council in Maastricht (2003) and Sofia (2004),
Recognizing the increasing importance of migration, as well as the challenges and
opportunities that it presents to participating States,
Further recognizing that migration is becoming a more diverse and complex
phenomenon, which needs to be addressed in a comprehensive manner and therefore requires
a cross-dimensional approach at the national, regional and international levels,
Recognizing that all States should adopt effective national frameworks in order to
manage migration,
Underlining that migration is inherently a transnational issue requiring co-operation
between States,
Acknowledging that migration constitutes an important economic, social and human
factor for host countries as well as for countries of origin,
Acknowledging also that successful integration policies that include respect for
cultural and religious diversity and promotion and protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms are a factor in promoting stability and cohesion within our societies,
Determined to fight illegal migration and to address its root causes,
Bearing in mind the different approaches to migration issues by the OSCE
participating States, and drawing on their experience and best practices,
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Taking into account the initiatives taken and the work done by the OSCE during 2005
in addressing the issue of migration and integration, in particular, the Human Dimension
Seminar on Migration and Integration, the Thirteenth OSCE Economic Forum and the 2005
Mediterranean Seminar,
Welcoming the existing co-operation between the OSCE, in particular, the Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) and the Office of the Co-ordinator of
OSCE Economic and Environmental Activities (OCEEA), and relevant international
organizations and institutions,
Considering that the OSCE, within its comprehensive approach to security, could
contribute, inter alia, by:
—

Working in synergy and developing a stronger partnership with international bodies
having a specific focus on migration,

—

Facilitating dialogue and co-operation between participating States, including
countries of origin, transit and destination in the OSCE area, as well as the OSCE
Partners for Co-operation and Mediterranean Partners for Co-operation,

—

Assisting the participating States, upon their request, to develop effective migration
policies and to implement their relevant OSCE commitments,

—

Inviting participating States to consider becoming parties to relevant international
instruments,

Tasks the Permanent Council to follow up the work initiated in 2005 and to report to
the Fourteenth Meeting of the Ministerial Council;
Tasks the Secretary General as well as relevant OSCE institutions and structures, to
continue their work on migration issues in all three dimensions.

