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I am deeply convinced that the main principle of the response to the intolerance in the mass media and 
Internet is the same as in medicine: heal, but no harm! To harm in this situation is very easy - especially 
in the area of freedom of speech and expression. After all, the temptation to use the current 
international standoff for persecution not only journalists,  but also just the users of social networks, 
today great as ever. 
 
Meanwhile, do not respond to the spread of hatred in Internet is also impossible. Moreover, the 
practice of a number of countries shows that the suppression of unlawful acts in the online leads to the 
reduction of violent crime in the offline. For example, according to the General Prosecutor's Office of 
the Russian Federation, the growth of extremist crimes in the first half of 2015 amounted to almost 40% 
compared to the same period of 2014. However, according to the same prosecutor's office, as well as 
non-governmental organizations, including our own NGO, reducing the number of violent hate crimes 
reduced for about 50% in the first half of 2015. 
 
A more detailed introduction to this statistics shows that the increase was mainly due to the crimes 
committed online. As is known, in 2014-15 Russia  toughened the anti-extremist legislation especially in 
part of the crimes committed on the Internet. Typically, offenders receive for such crimes suspended 
sentences, but it is for them a serious warning. The people condemed for these items to probation, in 
the vast majority refuse to continue criminal activity. 
 
What is the solution? I believe that it should be developed in the OSCE. We need clear criteria to 
separate the spread of hate on the Internet and the dissemination of information. The same concernes 
for propaganda, for which also no clear criteria. I think that the OSCE should think about in order to 
develop such criteria for the mass media and Internet. 
 
In this context it causes confusion and the fact that the OSCE having the plans for the protection of 
gender equality, to combat trafficking in human beings, improving the situation of Roma and sexual 
minorities, in fact, has not developed a plan or conventional strategy in combating aggressive 
nationalism and xenophobia. And it is in the situation when the aggressive nationalism and religious 
hatred is the cause of almost 50% of all cases of discrimination and hate crimes. 
 
For this reason, I ask to pay attention to the OSCE leadership on the need to address this issue. 
Aggressive nationalism and religious hatred - is a separate, very serious problem underlying anti-
Semitism, hatred of Roma and members of other nationalities. Today it is very important to highlight it 
in a separate direction, and to give no less attention than other issues. 
 
OSCE is necessary to determine the criteria of aggressive nationalism and religious hatred and begin a 
relentless struggle against them. 


