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Kazakhstan became the Party of the Aarhus
Convention on January 11, 2001.

In order to fulfill the commitments of Kazakhstan on
Implementation of the Aarhus Convention, the
Institutional structure — the National Aarhus
Centre was established in 20009.

Main functions of the National Aarhus Centre:
Formation and maintenance of the informational
database in the field of environmental protection
and provision of environmental information by the
request of physical and legal entities.



The Concept and Plan of implementation of the Aarhus
Convention for 2011-2014 was approved by the Order of the
Minister of Environmental Protection

The National Aarhus Center prepared the draft Concept for
2013-2016

Key priority areas are:

- Running the State Fund of Environmental Information;

- Ensure access to information;

- Public service: “Provision of environmental information”;

- Designing the Pollutant Release and Transfer Register;

- Public participation in decision-making process,;

- Access to justice on environment related issues;

- Support of the Aarhus Centers of the Republic of Kazakhstan.



At present, 9 regional Aarhus Centers based on
non-government organizations are operating in
cooperation with the other regional NGOs In:

Astana,

Almaty,

Shuchinsk
Northern-Kazakhstan,
Southern-Kazakhstan,
Pavlodar,

Karaganda,

Atyrau (Zhaik —Caspian)
Mangistau.

It is planned to establish two more Aarhus Centers in

the Eastern-Kazakhstan and Western-Kazakhstan
oblasts.
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e Within the study of the World Bank on improving the
Industrial competitiveness through the capacity of the
clean production, the international IT expert was invited to
analyze newly designed Kazakhstan’s pilot PRTR web-
portal to provide recommendations on its improvement and
further integration of data of the Republic of Kazakhstan in
the European PRTR in order to comply with international
norms and standards.

e Itis planned to develop the Kazakhstan's PRTR
considering the experience of the Norwegian Register as
the most successfully implemented in the European Union
countries.



e The National Aarhus Centre prepared the
concept of the draft law on ratification of the
protocol

e All offers to join the PRTR Protocol have
been approved by all concerned government
agencies

e The OSCE Centre is now considering to
support the technical evaluation of the
Protocol creation in Kazakhstan



Focusing on the EITI In the long run

e The Caspian Sea Aarhus Centers consider the Initiative
as one of the key priorities in their work due to the fact,
that it closely links with the environment protection and
green growth principles.

e At present the Aarhus Centers monitor the EITI
developments in the region and propose their
Involvement, inter alia, to ensure access to information
on extractive industry funds distribution for social
activities and projects and, therefore, promote
Involvement of public participation in the issue.
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Aarhus Centers activities in the EITI
sector

The Mangistau Aarhus Centre was involved In
organization and implementation of:

e Public hearings on exploration of Chagala
and Pearl oll and gas fields, construction of
ship-building and ship-repair yard Kuryk.

e Public hearing on Kalamkas-Sea oll field.

e More activities are anticipated in the future.
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Green economy as part of the
Aarhus Centers activities

Within the framework of the Green growth strategy of
Kazakhstan, the Aarhus Centers can play a significant
role in assisting the local authorities to:

e enforce capacity of the interested parties in the issues of
green economy;

e improve institutional framework of the regions vis-a-vis
International practices and standards;

e contribute to elaboration of specific priority actions and
activities in economy greening sector;

e ensure transparent and sustainable follow up activities
on the green growth in the regions.
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Perspectives of the Aarhus Centers
development in Kazakhstan:

Carry out the assessment of work of the central and local executive
bodies with the public, including report publication;

Collect primary information in the district (province) courts regarding the
civil cases;

Publications in the local and republican press;
Participate in the public hearings;

Monitor public hearings jointly with local executive bodies; publication of
the minutes of public hearings of the region;

Prepare proposals to the draft law “On making amendments in some
legislative acts of the Republic of Kazakhstan regarding the
implementation of the Aarhus Convention”

13






