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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Cyprus to the OSCE, presents its
compliments to the Permanent Missions and Delegations of all participating States
to the OSCE and to the Conflict Prevention Center and in accordance with FSC
Decision 2/09, has the honor to submit the response of the Republic of Cyprus to
the Questionnaire on the Code of Conduct on Politico-military Aspects of Security.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Cyprus avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to all Permanent Missions and Delegations of the participating

consideration.

To:  -Permanent Missions and Delegations of all Participating States to the OSCE
-Conflict Prevention Centre

Neulinggasse 37/4/MZ, A-1030, Vienna, Austria| Tel.: + 43 1 5130630 | Fax: + 4315130632

Email: osce@cyprusembassy.at









Internaticnal Coaperation

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(3)

(6)

(7)

(®

(9)
(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

European Convenfion on Extradition-Paris, 13,12.1957 - Ratification Law
No. 95/1970

Additional Protocel to the European Convention on Extradition-Strasbourg
15.10.1975 - Ratification Law No. 23/1979

Second Additional Protocol to the European Convention on Extradition
17.3.1978 - Ratification Law No. 17/1984

European Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal ~ " itters, Strasbourg
20.4.1959 - Ratlification Law No. 2(1III)/2000

Additional Protoco! to the European Convention on Mutual Assistance in
Criminal Matters-Strasbourg 17.03.1978 - Ratification Law No. 2(III)/2000

Second Additional Protocol to the European Convention on Mutual
Assistance in Criminal Matters-Strasbourg 8.11.2001 - Ratification Law No,

5(I11)/2012
The Extradition of Fugitives Law No. 97/1970

The International Cooperation in Criminal Matters Law
No.23(1)/2001

The European Arrest Warrant Law No.133(1)/2004
Joint Investigation Teams Law No.244(1)/2004

European Convention on the Transfer of Proceedings in Criminal Matters -
09/02/2000 ~ Ratification Law No.20{III)/2000

The European Police Office (Europol) Law No. 102{1)/2011

Convention on Mutual Judicial Assistance in Criminal matters among
Member States ( EEC 197 of 12.7.2000) and its protocol (EEC 326 of
21.11.2001) - Ratlification Law 25({III)/2004 as amended by Law

No.9(III)/2008

CBRN terrorism

Concerning the area of CBRN terrorism, Cyprus has ratified a series of relevant
Conventions:

(1)

Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiting
and use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction {(OPCW) - Geneva,
3 Septemnber 1992, Ratification Law No. 8(II1)/1998
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{2)  The Comprehensive Nucfear - Test — Ban-Treaty adopted by the General
Assembly of the United Nations - New York, 24 September 1996,

Ratification Law No. 32(E1X)/2003

{3) Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of
Heazardous Wastes and their Disposal - Basel, 22 March 1989

(4) Amendment to the Base! Convention on the Control of Transhoundary
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and thelr Disposal- Geneva 22
September 1995

{(5) Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in Atmosphere, in Quter Space and
Underwater- Moscow, 5 August 1963, Ratification Law No. 13/1965

(6) Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons-London, Moscow and
Washington, 1 July 1968, Ratification Law No. 8/1870¢

{7) Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and
other Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sezbed and the Ocean Floor
and in the Subsoil thereof-London, Moscow and Washington, 29 March
1972, Ratification Law No.63/1974

e B )ewnConvention. -on ..the .-Rrohibition. .of..the. . Dexelopment, . Broduction .and.

Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and their
Destruction - London, Mescow and Washington, 10 Apdl 1972,
Ratification Law No.b6/1973

{9) Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident-Vienna, 26
September 1986

(10) Convention on Nuclear Safety-Vienna, 20 September 1994, Ratification
Law No.20 (III)/98

Protocols regarding CERN Terrorism

(1) Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms,
their Parts and Components and Ammunitien, supplementing the United
Neations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime- New York 31
May 2001, Ratification Law No. 11(IIX}/2003

{2) Protocol for the Prohibition of e Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisor
or Other Gases, and of Bactenoiogical Methods of Warfare- Paris 17 June

1925

Other commitments

Other commitments undertaken by the Repubiic of Cyprus in the field of arms
control, disarmament and non-proliferation since 1960 are the following:

(13 ©On 1 August 1975, Cyprus signed the conciuding Document of the
Conference on Security and Cooperaticn in Europe knewn as the Helsinki

Final Act. ’
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)

i

(8

(®)
(10}

(11}

(12)

(13)

On 25 July 2005 the Government of the Republic of Cyprus and
Government of the United States of America signed a bilateral agreement
concerning Cooperation to suppress the proliferation of Weapons of Mass
Destruction, their delivery systems and related materials by sea, Law No.

38(II1)/2005

It became in 1965 a membter of the Internationa! Atomic Energy Agency
(1AEA), Ratification Law No. 21/1265

An Agreement was slgned between the Republic of Cyprus and the
International Atomic Energy Agency for the Application of Safeguards in
connection with the NPT Treaty on 26 June 1877, Ratification Law No.

3/1973

Cyprus signed in 1999 the Additional Protoco! to the Agreement with the
IAEA for the Application of Safeguards in connection with the NPT Treaty.

Cyprus co-sponsored the United Nations General Assembly Resolution No.
46/36L, as well as the subsequent ones, regarding the establishment and
functioning of the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms.

The Minister of Commerce, Industry and Tourism Issued the Defence
{Arms Export Control) Order of 26 July 2002 for the compliance of the
Republic of Cyprus to the EU Code of Conduct on Arms Export and to the
Council Declaration of 13 June 2000. The order was replaced by Ministerial

Order 257/2005 of 20 May 2005.

In June 2007, Cyprus joined the Global Initiative to Combat Acts of
Nuclear Terrorism initiated by Russia and the USA that is an internationail
partnership of 82 nations and 4 official cbservers working to Improve
capacity on a national and international level for prevention, detection,

and response to a nuclear terrorist event.

Cyprus is a member of the International Initiative for Combating Nuclear
Terrorism, which numbers 31 member-states

Cyprus is a member of the Australia Group (AG) as of October 2000 and
also participates to Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) as of April 2000.

Cyprus as a Member of the European Union applies EU Regulation
1334/2000 tI ¢ ~ "lishes a system for the control of dual use goods.
For the implementation of Regulation 1334/2000 the Ministry of
Commerce, Industry and Tourism issued Ministerial Order 355/2002.

The Republic of Cyprus, in collaboration with the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE}, proceeded with the destruction of 324
Man Portable Air Defense Systems, 25A - 7, from the 9th to the 12th of

June 2009.

In 2002 a primary step was made towards the eradication of Small Arms
and Light Weapons in surplus when approximately 4,500 weapons were
destroyed. These arms Included both pistols and rifles that were imported
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Substances as well as other Types of Crime (26/02/2004), Ratification

Law MNo. 5(1I1)/2005
Agreement on Co-cperation between the Republic of Cyprus and the
Republic of France on security matters, (04/03/2005), Ratification Law
Mo, 49(IL1}/ 2005
{20) Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Cyprus and the
Government of the Republic of Latvia on Co-operation in Combating
Terrorism, Ilficit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs, Psychaofropic Substances
and Precursors and Organized Crime, (11/04/2005), Ratification Law
No. 48(I11}/2005
(21) Agreement between the Republic of Cyprus and the Republic of Armenia
an Co-operation in Combating Organized Crime and other Forms of Crime,
{23/11/2006), Ratification Law No. 42{I11)/2007
{(22) Agreement between the Republic of Cyprus and the Government of the
Republic of India on Combating Organized Crime, International Terrorism
and Tllicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs, (25/05/2007), Ratification Law
No. 43(111)/2007
(23} Agreement between the Government Republic of Cyprus and the Kingdom
of Spain on Cooperation In Combating Organised Crime, (30/04/2007),
Ratification Law No. 41{IIX}/2007
" (24) T Rgreément bétween the Governiment of the Republié of CyprE and the -
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on Cooperation In Combating Crime,
(16/06/2006), Ratification Law No. 20{III}/2006
(25} Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Cyprus and the
Government of the Republic of Serbia on Cooperation in Fighting
Terrorism, Organized Crime, Illicit trafficking in Narcotic Orugs,

Psychotropic Substances and their Precursors, lilegal Immigration and
Other Criminal Offences, (23/02/2009), Ratification Law 8(IIl)/2010

{26) Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Cyprus and the
Government of the Republic of South Africa on Police Cooperation.

{(i4/07/2010) Ratification Law 20(X1I)/2011,

(19)

(27) Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Cyprus and the
Government of the State of Kuwaft on cooperation in fighting terrorism,
organized crime, illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances
and their precursors, illegal migration and other criminal offences”

(08/10/2013), Ratification Law No. 3(1I1)/2014

(28} Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Cyprus and the
Government of Uzbekistan (05/04/2012), Ratification Law No.
18(IIX)/2014. Note: this agreement shafl enter into force folfowing

the exchange of Verbal Notes between the coniracting parties

(29) Agreement on Co-operation between Cyprus and Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
in Combating the Iilicit Use of and the Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances, and Organized Crime, {15/05/2001) Ratification

Law No. Z(VYII}/2002.
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i.2

1.3

{30y Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Cyprus and the
Government of Russian Federztion on Cooperation in Fighting Crime
Especially in its Organized Form, (05/04/2016) Ratification Law RNo.
3(I11}/2017. (Note: this agreement shall enter into force following
the exchange of Verbal Notes between the contracting parties.

1

(31) Agreement between the Government of the Republic Cyprus of Cyprus and
the Government of the United States of America on enhancing
Cooperation in Preventing and Combating and Combating Serious Crime,
(10/03/2017), Ratification Law No. B5(III}/2017. (Note: this
agreement shall enter into force foliowing the exchange of Verbal
Motes between the contracting parties, Articles 8 tc 10 shall enter
into force following the conclusion of the implementing agreement

referenced in Article 10).

What national legislation has been adopted in your State to implement
the above-mentioned agreements and arrangements?

The Ratification Laws stated in answer 1.1 above, entail implementing provisions
including the criminalization of certain acts.

Furthermore the Combating of Terrorism Law of 2010 (No.110(I)/2010) was
enacted to provide a comprehensive legal framework in the area of terrorism,
This legislation aligns national law with the acguis communautaire, in particular
it transposes “Councif Framework Decision 2002/475/]1HA of 13 June 2002 on
combating terrorism” as amended by “Framework Declsion 2008/919/IHA” and
contains an extensive list of the offences constituting a terrorist act, including
the definition and offences on terrorist groups and the offences linked to terrorist
activities. It also includes provisions regarding, inter alia, (a) the liability of legal
persans, (b) Inciting, aiding or abetting and attempting a terrorist act, (c)
provision of support to terrorist groups etc including financing, d) effective,
proportionate and dissuasive criminal penalties, (e} extraterritorial jurisdiction,
{f) the protection of and assistance to victims and (g) internationa! cocperation.

What are the roles and missions of military, paramilitary and security
forces and the police in preventing and combating terrorism in your

State?

Cyprus Poli is continuously fighting terrcrism by all means. The Counter
Terrorism Office of Cyprus Police was establlshed after the events of September
11%, 2001 due to the demands that followed both on the Nationa! and
Internaticnal level. The Counter Terrorism Office operates under the Combating

Crime Department of Police Headquarters.

The Counter Terrorism Office is dealing with the analyzing, evaluation and
utilization of intelligence, the enforcement of measures on Combating Terrorism
deriving from International Cenventions, the United Nations Security Council
Resolutions, Common Positions, as well as other primary or subsidiary legisiation

of the European Union.
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Furthermore, if it is necessary, the Assistant Chief of Police (Operations) has the
power to invalve additional Police Units/Departments/Services for the prevention

and combating terrorism related matters.

Following the attacks on September 11, 2001, Cyprus Police have taken the
following additional preventive measures:

» Increased security measures at the entry and exit points of the Republic of
Cyprus Including additional checks of passengers and hand luggage at departure gates.

o Upgraded the already existing mechanisms and continues and reinforces the
co-operation with other countries, both at the bilateral and multilateral levels

e Increased the guarding/patrolling and continuous surveiliance of vulnerable
and possible targets.

» Patrolling and surveillance of the coastal areas and territorial waters of
Cyprus, by air and sea, so as to prevent and combat any illegal activity including the
uniawful entry of terrorists into the Country.

Checking/Surveillance of suspected ilegal immigrants.

= Close cooperation with other relevant organizations.and services.

The Cyprus Police also gives great emphasis in the area of international
cooperation. Indeed the Counter Terrorism Office as well as the offices of Interpol
and Europo! of the Cyprus Police are closely cooperating with counterpart units of
other countries in the framework of the universal effort to combat terrorism.

Additicnally, in Cyprus Police, the Special Antiterrorist Sguad (S.A.5.) of the
Emergency Response Unit (E.R.U.) is specially trained in order to meet emergency
situations such as terrorist acts. The S$.,A.S. Unit is trained alongside other

International and European antiterrorist units.

1.4 Provide information on national efforts to prevent and combat terrorism
not mentioned above, e.g., those pertaining inter alia to:

— Financing of terrorism

With regard to financing of terrorism, the national competent authority is the Unit
for Combating Money Laundering (MOKAS} which is the natior ' centre (FIU) for
receiving, reguesting, analyzing and disseminating disclosures of suspicious
transactions reports and other relevant information concerning suspected money
laundering or financing of terrorism activities, MOKAS was assigned with this task
or authority through the provisions of the Ratification Law of the UN Convention
cn the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism (Law No.29(1II)/2001).

The Nationa! FIU was established according to section 54 of the Prevention and
Suppression of Money Laundering Activities Laws of 2007 to 2013 and became
operational in January 1997. It functions under the Attorney General of the
Reputlic and is composed of representatives of the Attorney General, the Chief of
Police, and the Director of the Department of Customs and Excise. The mambers
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of the Unit are appcinted by detachment and the Unit is headed by =
repraesentative of the Attorney General. In relation to the compasition of the Unit,
the LL.aw was amended in 2003 in order to include other professionals. As a result,
the Unit recruited accountants and financiai analysts.

The Unit, inter alia, has the following powers:

It cooperates and exchanges information with other FIUs

o Issues guidance directives and provides training to financial institutions,
the Police, professionals and others

Issues administrative orders for the postponement of transactions

° Members of the Unit can apply and cbtain court orders, ie, disclosure
orders, freezing orders, confiscation orders

° Protect the privacy of the informaticn it possesses

7]

o

The Prevention and Suppression of Money Laundering Activities Law provides for a
mandatory reporting of suspicious transactions to MOKAS and the obligation to
take the appropriate preventive measures {e.g. identification of customers, record
keeping, and mandatory reporting) applied to all persons who are engaged in
financial business, including lawyers and accountants. The Unit may apply to the
Court to obtain freezing, confiscation and disclosure orders. In addition, the Unit is
engaged in policy issues in the area of anti-maoney laundering measures as well as
in various awareness raising and training initiatives on the subject, involving both
the public and the private sector. There is close co-operation between the credit
and other flnancial institutions on the one hand and the Unit on the other, based
on the relevant provisions of the Law as well as on guidance notes issued by the

supervisory authorities of the financial institutions.

The Head of the FIU chalrs the meeting of the "Advisory Authority for Combating
Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing”. The functions of this Authority are the

following:

1L Inform the Council of Ministers of any measures taken and the general
policy applied against money laundering and financing of terrorism offences;
1. Advice the Council of Ministers about additional measures which, in its

opinion, shouid be taken for the better implementation of this Law;

Jing Promote the Republic Internationally as a country, which complies with all
the conventions, resolutions and decisions of international bodies in respect of
combating laundering and financing of terrorism offences.

v, Designate the third countries oufside the European Economic Area which
" Impose procedures and take measures for preventing money laundering and
financing of terrorism equivalent to those [aid ¢ vn by the EU Directive. For this
purpaose, it applies the relevant decision of the European Commission according to
Article 40(4) of the EU Directive. Furthermore, it notifies the competent
Supervisory Authorities who in turn notify the persons falling under their

supervision of the said decision.
The Advisory Authority is composed of representatives of:

a The Unit of Combating Money Laundering;
b The Central Bank of Cyprus;

c. All other Supervisory Authorities;
d

The Ministry of Finance;
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e. The Ministry of Justice and Pubtic Order;

f. The Police;
g. The Customs and Excise Department;
h. The Association of Cyprus Commercial Banks;

i The Association of International Banks;
j. The Cyprus Bar Association;

k. the. Institute of Certified Public Accountants of Cyprus
. The Registrar of Companies;
m. Any other Organization or Service the Council of Ministers may

prescribe.

MOKAS strongly supports international co-operation and to this end priority is
given to requests for legal assistance submitted from foreign authorities, through
formal rogatory letters and with the exchange of information with the counterparts
of other countries., Formal rogatory letters are received by the Unit via the

Ministry of Justice and Public Order.

The Unit co-operates with foreign counterpart nits and can exchange information
with any type of foreign Units, (judicial, police, administrative). The Cyprus FIU
sighed Memoranda of Understanding with the counterparts of the following
countries: Belgium, France, Slovenia, Czech Republic, Israel, Ireland, Maita,
e e = GEOIQlA,..-AUstralia,.. .Poland,.-..Ukraine,-. .Albania,....Bulgaria,.. .Canada,...Russian..... .. ..
Federation, Moldova, South Africa, USA, Romania, Chile, Netherlands Antiiles,
Korea, Syria, Aruba, Serbia, Jordan, Japan, Armenia, Montenegro, Kazakhstan and

the Holy See/Vatican City State.,

Moreover, there is a specific provision in the Law, which enabies MOKAS to co-
operate with forelgn counterparts without the need of a Memorandum of

Understanding.

MOKAS actively participates in international fora in the area of money laundering
and terrorist financing. In particular, MOKAS is a member of the "EGMONT Group”
since June 1998 and participates also to the CARIN (Camden Assets Recovery

Inter-Agency)} Network since 2005.

Furthermore, in the framework of the Council of Europe, MOKAS is a member of
the Moneyval Committee. It is to be noted that in November 2009 Cyprus hosted
the Moneyval 8" Typologies Meeting and, amongst others, the following topic was
discussed: “The use of internet gambling for money laundering and terrorist
financing purposes”. In the framewaork also of the Councit of Europe, the Head of
the FIU has been elected in March 2001 as the Chairperson of the Conference of
the Parties to the Council of Europe Convention on Laundering, Search, Sejzure
and Confiscation of the proceeds frem Crime and on the Financing of Terrorism.

In the framework of the European Union, the FIU Unit has been designated by the
Counci! of Ministers on 18 March 2009, as the Asset Recovery Office (ARO) for the
purposes of Implementing the “Council Decision 2007/845/JHA of & December
2007 concerning cooperation between Asset Recovery Offices of the Member
Stares in the field of tracing and identification of proceeds from, or ather property
related, to crime”. Additionally, the Head of the FIU Unit is also the Head of the
Cyprus Delegation to the "Committee on the Prevention of Money Laundering and
Terrorist Financing” of the European Commission which elaborated the 3™
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particular terrorist act/offence.. The penaities provided for In this Section in case
of canviction are imprisonment not exceeding eight years and/or fine not
exceeding €85.000. Consequently this offence is considered as a predicate

offence for the purposes of the AML/CFT Law.

For the purposes of this Law, “catalogues” means the updated lists of persons,
groups or entities for which the relevant EU instruments and as weli as the
Reso!utions of the UN Security Council on the imposition of sanctions apply.

Section 17 of this Law provides for the distribution of the updated catalogues to
all competent national authorities by way of a notification issued by the Minister
of Justice and Public Order and published in the Cfficial Gazette of the Republic
which is publicly accessible. In particular, these catalogues include:

{a) the iist of persons, groups and entities referred to in Articles 2-4 of “Council
Common Position of 27 December 2001 on the application of specific measures
to combat terrorism {2001/931/CF5P)”,

(b) the list of persons, droups and entities referred to in Article 4 of “"Council
Cammon Position of 27 December 2001 on the application of specific measures
to combat terrorism (2001/931/CFSP)”,

(c) the List established and maintained by the 1267 Committee (UN) with
respect to individuals, groups, undertakings and other entities associated with
{d) the Ust of individuals and entities established pursuant to UN Secufity
Council Resolution 1988 (2011)

The Suppression of Terrorism Law of 2010 (No.110(I)/2010), entzils also
implementing provisions regarding “Council Regulation {EC) No 2™ 0/2001 of 27
Decernber 2001 on specific restrictive measures directed against certain persons
and entities with a view to combating terrorism”, as well as “Council Regulation
(EC) No 881/2002 of 27 May 2002 Imposing certain specific restrictive measures
directed against certain persons and entities associated with Usama bin Laden,
the Al-Qaida network and the Taliban, and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No
467/2001 prohibiting the export of certain goods and services to Afghanistan,
strengthening the flight ban and extending the freeze of funds and other
financial resources in respect of the Taliban of -Afghanistan”, In particular,
Sections 15 and 16 of Law No.110(I)/2010 criminalise the infringement of the
provisions of these Regulations and determine the penalties to be imposed to
natural persons as well as to legal persons in these cases. The penalties
provided for In these Sections in case of conviction are imprisonment not
exceeding eight years and/or fine not exceeding €50.000 with regard to natural
persons and a fine not exceeding €500.0C0 with regard to legal persans.

The provisions introduced by Sections 8, 15, 16 and 17 of the Suppression of
Terrorism Law of 2010 (No.110{I)/2010), establish in essence an obligation to
all competent authorities and persons in the Republic to proceed with the
necessary enquiries in order to identify whether persons and/or entities included
in the UN and EU lists have any assets in the Republic and if such assets are

identified, these are frozen Immediately.

In addition, and irrespective of the procedure provided for in the Suppression of
Terrorism Law of 2010 ({No.110(I)/2010), the Ministty of Foreign Affairs
circulates the updates of the UN and EU lists received from the Permanent
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are suspected for terrorist purposes are registered on the national database
“Alert-list.”
- The Cyprus Police Counter Terrarism Office also cc-cperates with the

Police Aliens and Immigration Unit {(Headquarters of the Department, the District
Immigration Departments and the Airports and Ports).

The major duties and responsibilities of the Aliens and Immigration
Department are:

Effectively control aliens at entry and exit points (Airports and Ports) of
the Republiic of Cyprus

Combat illegal immigration and illegal employment of aliens by
locating, apprehending and deporting lllegal or wanted aliens

Prevent illegal immigration to the territory of the Republic of Cyprus

Control aliens who are employed in Cyprus

Combat illegal immigration flows to Cyprus as well as to other member
states of the EU by collecting and exchanging intelligence

Border control is carried ot by Police Aliéris and Irimigration Departivieht,

Police Security Services, Port and Marine Police and the Air Aviation Unit.

The border surveillance at the sea borders where the Government of the
Republic of Cyprus exercises effective controi Is carried out by a common Radar
System and in case where a vessel is moving suspiciously, Cyprus Police
Aviation Unit and Port and Marine Pollce are immediately infermed and measures

are taken in order tc investigate the case,

— Travel document security

The border control at the entry/exit points of the Republic of Cyprus is
carried out by the Aliens and Immigration Unit. Within this framework, boraer
control officers carry out checks in order to prevent and combat the use of
false/falsified documents. If it is necessary travel documents checks are carried

out on two levels according to EU standards.

Any information for forged/falsified documents that 1 1y be used for
terrorist activities are forwarded by the Counter-Terrorism Office to the Aliens

and Immigration Unit.
Container and supply chain security
Security of radicactive sources

Security of the limited number of radioactive sources that exist in the Republic of
Cyprus is provided by the Ministry of Labor. This Ministry has prepared an action

plan for this purpose.
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Confldence - building measures and transparency are promoted through.
reporting and the exchange of information in the framework of Cyprus’ participation in

International Organisations, Regimes and Treaties.

In the framework of the OSCE, Cyprus has hosted 4 contact visits for OSCE
personnel over the past years. These activities included visits to major military
facilities, as well as air bases where appropriate, and are summarized as follaws:

June 2001: 42 Participants from 27 OSCE Member - States.
June 2006: 36 Participants from 22 OSCE Member - States.
May 2009: 29 Participants from 17 CSCE Member - States,
May 2016: 30 Particlpants from 17 OSCE Member - States.

;] o o o

With regard to arms control and disarmament, the Republic of Cyprus,
recognizing the threats from the unauthorized proliferation and use of Man Portable Air
Defence Systems, proceeded with the destruction of 324 Man Portable Air Defence
Systems, 2SA - 7, in the period from the 9% to the 12" of June 2009, in collaboration
with the Forum for Security and Cooperation (FSC). In addition, Cyprus in cooperation
with specialized companies, removed 2387 tons of obsolete ammunition of various
types from its territory, which have been successfully destroyed, in the period from

2013 to 2015.

The National Guard’s Centre for the Laboratory Testing of Gunpowder and
Ammunition, since the start of Its operation, has conducted a significant number of
tests on ammunition propellants. These tests are conducted according to International
standards, in order to evaluate the chemical stability of ammunition and achieve their
categorization based on quality. All tests are conducted on a priority basis for the
ammunition which is used in training activities, whilist all testing procedures concerning
the accreditation of the Centre are cartied out according to the ISQ 17025 standard.

As far as the antipersonnel landmines are concerned, the Republic of Cyprus
cleared alli minefields in the area under its effective control, including within the buffer
zone, by the 1% July 2013, which was the deadline set by the Anti-personnel Mine Ban

Convention.

The only area in Cyprus where mined areas containing anti-personnel mines are
known to exist is the part of its territory which remains under Turkish military
occupation and which is not accessible to the authorities of the Republic of Cyprus. At
teast 21 minefields laid and maintalned in the occupied areas by the Turkish forces are
yet to be cleared of anti-personnel mines and one of them Is situated within the buffer

zone, in the vicinity ~ = wvil’ Deryneia.

The Republic of Cyprus, having taken concrete steps to ensure the destruction of
anti-personnel mines in the areas occupied by Turkey, submitted to the United Naticns
Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP} information on 28 known minefields, which
were laid prior to the 1974 Turkish invasion. According to information released by
UNFICYP, those 28 minefieids were subjected to a non - technical survey by the United
Nations Mines Action Service (UNMAS) and according to its assessment only 3 of them

require further technical survey,

While the Republic of Cyprus maintains jurisdiction over the whole of the island,
it does not have effective control over those areas under Turkish military occupation,
and is thus unable to fulfil its obligations stemming from the Anti-personnel Mine Ban
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defence planning. Thus, the House of Representatives exercises lmmedlate control aver
the financial issues aof the National Guard.

How does your State ensure that its military capabilities take into
account the legitimate security concerns of other States as well as the
need to contribute to international security and stability?

1.2

The military capabilities of the Republic of Cyprus are strictly designated to
provide for the following:
® To preserve peace on the island by creating the necessary leve!l of

deterrence against any kind of military threat and to reinforce the required security
conditions needed for Cypriot citizens to live, prosper and contribute to the Republic’s

economic growth and welfare.

® To defend the Republic’s territorial integrity, national independence and
sovereignty and to provide for the security of its people from any armed attack or
threat.

Based on the above reguirements, the National Guard Units maintain a defensive
arsenal, which does not provide the capabiiities for the transfer and deployment of
forces outside our National territory, and thus, the Iegjtlmate security concerns of other

Statesare-not-challenged-in-any-manner

Despite the fact that the primary threat for the Republic of Cyprus is the policy
of expansicnism adopted by Turkey, and consequently, the Turkish occupaticn forces
situated in the occupled, northern part of Cyrrus, the Republic is completely aligned
with the Common Security and Defence Policy of the European Union. In this
framework, Cyprus acknowledges the following factors, as significant threats to
International erder and comprehensive security:

The proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.
Terrorism.

Regional conflicts.

The faiture of States,

Organized Crime.

Interruption of energy supply.

Cyber attacks,

Climate change.

® & ® a4 ¢ @ © 8

Therefore, Cyprus, being a member of the EU that is situated in the eastern
basin of the Mediterranean, which is zlso a particularly sensitive region, supports within
her capabilities, international and  zional peace and security, as follows:

o In the framework of Common Security Defence Policy, the Republic of
Cyprus supports the maintenance of European Military Capabilities. Thus, Cyprus is a
troop contributing country to the HELBROC European Battlegroup and participates in
the EU operations EUNAVFOR MED «SOPHIA» and ATALANTA, with 2 officers.

o Cyprus offers facilities to countries participating in the Maritime Task
Force of the UN Peace Keeping Misslon In Lebanon, as well as appropriate
infrastructure for the encampment and medical treatment of their forces. In addition, 2
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postponements of their compulsory military service, according to the provisions of the
Natfona! Guard Law.

3.3 What are the legal and administrative proceduras to protect the rights
of ail forces perscnnel as well as conscripts?

The international treaties and agreements to which the Republic of Cyprus is a
party, the Constitution of the Republic of Cyprus, the National Guard Law and other
iegislation, ensure that all military personnel are treated fairly and equally in legal and
administrative matters. Although military personnel enjoy their constitutional and legal
rights during military service, ¢ertain rights are limited. In addition, the military
personne} of the National Guard have established two associations (one for officers and

one for non-commissioned offlcers).

The rights of all military personna! are protected by the military justice system,’
consisting mainly of the Military Court, which forms part of the judictal system of the

Republic.
3.4 Issues pertaining to women, peace and security

Internal Reguiations have been drawn up in the National Guard, which take into
account the specific needs of women serving in ‘the Armed Forces. All personnel are
informed on these regulations accordingly. The percentage of women serving in the
National Guard is as follows: Officers: 4%, Non-commissioned Officers: 20%.

The National Guard participates in the professiona! quidance process that takes
place annually in schools, where students are given the opportunity to be informed, on
the possibilities of obtaining a. military career in the Armed Forces.

Access to justice is ensured for women serving in the Armed Forces through
thelr constitutionat rights, as well as through the National Guard Law.

For issues pertaining to women and the Cyprus Police, please see attached
ANNEX «Ax»,

4, Implementation of other political norms, principles, decisions and
international humanitarian law

4,1 How does your State ensure that International Humanitarian Law and
Law of War are made widely available, e.g., through military training

programmaeas and regulations?

International Humanitarian Law and the Law of War are taught within the
Military Academies and schools that personnel attend, as well as within appropriate
seminars and lectures that are conducted within the military service.

In addition, instructions on international humanitarian Jlaw and other
International rules, conventions and commitments governing armed conflict form part
of the training programmes for all military personnel. In this framework, military
personnel receive tralning in aspects regarding the Geneva and Hague Conventions,
International Law of Armed Conflict, Peaceful Settiement of internationa! Conflicts,
Sanctions against war crimes and crimes against humanity, protection of property and

others.
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What has been done to ensure that armed forces personnel are aware of
being individually accountable under national and international law for

their actions?

4.2

The issues of national and international law concerning the administration of
military personnel are inciuded within the General Training Guidelines of the Nationa
Guard, which are duly publicized to all military personnef. Furthermore, these issues
are inciuded within the training modules of all military personnel, whether conscripts or

ranking cfficials.

How does your State ensure that armed forces are not used to limit the
peaceful and lawful exercise of human and civil rights by persens as
individuals or as representatives of groups nor to deprive them of
naticnal, religious, cultural, linguistic or ethnic identity?

4.3

Cyprus provides for the above mentioned issues, through the implementation of
Article 28 of the Constitution of the Republic, which refers to the fundamental freedoms
and rights. According to Article 28, all individuals are equal before the law, and have
the right to equal protection and treatment. Everyone enjoys the rights and the
freedoms provided by the Canstitution, without any ill - favoured discrimination
against any person, whether direct or indirect, on account of that person’s community,

——race,—cololr—religion -language,—gender—~political-beliefs,national-or-social descent,———

birth, wealth, social status or any other reason, except if otherwise stlpulated within an

explicit provision of the Canstitution.

What has been done to provide for the individual service member's
exercise of his or her civil rights and how does your State ensure that

the country’s armed forces are politically neutral?

4.4

The international treaties and agreements to which the Republic of Cyprus is a
party, the Constitution of the Republic of Cyprus, the National Guard lLaw and other
legislation ensure that all military personnel are treated fairly and equally in legal and
administrative matters. Although military personnel enjoy their constitutional and legal
rights during military service, certain rights are subject te restrictions. Military
personnel have the right to establish associations (ane for officers and one for non-

commissioned officers) (Law 55(I}/2005) but have no right to strikes.

The members of the armed forces are allowed to exercise their civilian rights as
individuals, through the implementation of Articie 31 of the Constitution of the Republic
of Cyprus of 1960, which amongst other things, mentions that a citizen has the r" -1t to

ote in any election, conducted according to the Constitution or other legisiation.

The rights of all military personnel are protected by the military justice system
consisting mainly of the Military Court, which forms part of the judicial system of the
Repubtic

The Ministry of Defence disseminates the text of the OSCE Code of Conduct on
Politico-Military Aspects of Security to the military personnel whe are regularly
famillarised with the content of the Code. .

In addition, the political neutrality of the armed forces is ensured, through the

“"National Guard Law” (2011}, which explicitly foresees that the goal of the National
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Guard is to ‘defend the Republic’. Furthermore, in exceptlonat circumstances, the
National Guard may take up activities to confront dangers, which threaten the life or

the fortune of the civilians of the Republic.

4.5 How does vour State ensure that its defence pelicy and doctring are
consistent with international law?
The Defence Policy of the Republic of Cyprus has developed around the following
four basic nillars and targets: ‘

o To preserve peace on the island by creating the necessary level of
deterrence against any kind of military threat and to reinforce the necessary security
conditions needed for Cypriot citizens to live, prosper and contribute to the Republic’s

economic growth and welfare.

& To defend the Republic’s territorial integrity, national independence and
sovereignty and the security of its people from any arrned attack or threat.

To participate in the Commeon Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) of the

European Union.

To contribute towards international peace, security and stability,

In this context, the defence policy and doctrine of the Republic is always
implemented in a manner that takes into account all the deriving obligations from

international law.
All major International Conventions in the area have been ratified by the

Republic of Cyprus and have been embodied in the domestic fegal order. Cyprus
complies fully with their implementation, as far as its defence policy and doctrine is

concerned.
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