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present-day electricity consumption by 2030. Today, around 56% of Switzerland's 
overall electricity production comes from renewable sources, hydropower being by 
far the biggest contributor.   

Mr. Chair,  

At present, approximately 50% of Switzerland's primary energy consumption is 
attributable to buildings. Economically speaking it is essential to continue exploiting 
the still considerable efficiency potentials in this area, which is also a major consumer 
of material resources, generates high levels of waste and pollutes, in a significant 
manner, the environment.  

Increasing the degree of energy efficiency for buildings is the most important means 
for Switzerland of reducing energy consumption and can be achieved without 
incurring losses in terms of quality and comfort. In Switzerland, programs and 
standards such as the “Minergie” standard have been created to promote energy 
efficiency and ecological construction.  

A higher level of energy efficiency means consuming less energy while continuing to 
obtain the benefits to which we are accustomed (e.g. availability of lighting, heating, 
electric motors). In its international cooperation, Switzerland supports energy efficient 
production by so called “Cleaner Production Centers”. Just some weeks ago, a 
“Cleaner Production Center” has been opened in Kiev. Wow! 

As a conclusion, Switzerland is committed to sustainable sources of energy and to 
promote energy efficient technologies. The decrease of the environmental footprint of 
energy-related activities in the OSCE region will help participating States to increase 
security and stability.  

Thank you for your attention.  


