
 
HUMAN DIMENSION IMPLEMENTATION MEETING 

19 to 30 September 2016 

Warsaw, Poland 

 
TIMETABLE OF THE  

2016 HUMAN DIMENSION IMPLEMENTATION MEETING AND  

SIDE EVENTS
1 

AS SUBMITTED BY CONVENORS  

As of 30 September 2016 
 

  

Monday, 19 September 2016 
 

 

Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPENING PLENARY 

 

Chair:   Mr. Michael Georg Link,  Director  of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 

 Rights (OSCE ODIHR)  

  

ODIHR Director opening remarks:  

Mr. Michael Georg Link, Director  of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 

Rights (OSCE ODIHR) 

 

 

Opening remarks: 

H.E. Frank-Walter Steinmeier, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Germany/ OSCE Chairperson-in-

Office 

H.E. Witold Waszczykowski,  Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Poland 

Ms. Christine Muttonen,  President of OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 

 

Debate  “Democracy and Human Rights in the OSCE Area 25 Years after the Charter of Paris  

 for a New Europe” 

 

Moderator:  Ms. Anabelle Chapman, Warsaw-based journalist 

 

Panellists: 

Mr. Kenneth Roth, Executive Director of Human Rights Watch 

 

Mr. Nils Muižnieks, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights 

 

Ms. Dunja Mijatović, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media 

 

Opening remarks: 

Amb. Paul Bekkers, Director of the Office of the Secretary General of  the OSCE 

 

Statements by Delegations 

 

Right of reply 

 

Technical information: Ms. Katarzyna Jarosiewicz-Wargan, First Deputy Director, OSCE/ODIHR 

 

                                                 
1 Side event titles were provided by the organizers and do not necessarily reflect the views of the OSCE/ODIHR. 
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Lunch 

13.00-15.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (13.00 – 14.35) 

  

Meeting Room 2 

Title:                     Money in Politics - The role of NGOs in Combating Corruption 

Convenor:             OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and  

                           Human Rights (Democratization Department) 

  

Meeting Room 3 

Title:                     The impact of propaganda on society 

Convenor:             Embassy & Permanent Mission of Denmark 

 

Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 1  

Democratic institutions, including address by the Director of the OSCE Office for 

Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
 

Introducer:  Mr. Michael Georg Link,  Director  of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and   

                     Human Rights (OSCE/ODIHR)  

 

Introducer:  Amb. Maria Leissner, Secretary General, Community of Democracies 

 

Moderator:  Ms. Katarzyna Jarosiewicz-Wargan, First Deputy Director, OSCE/ODIHR 

     

Rapporteur:  Ms. Anna Pogwizd, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Poland to the OSCE 

 

 

Evening 

18.00-20.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (18.00 – 19.45) 

        

Meeting Room 2 

Title:                     Islamophobia in Europe presentiong the European Islamophobia Report 

Convenor:             SETA - Foundation for Political, Economic and Social Research   

      

Meeting Room 3 

Title:                  Supporting the digitalization of democracy 

Convenor:           International IDEA 
   

Belvedere Room 

Title:                     Standing up for free expression in an era of threats and trolls 

Convenor:             Permanent Delegation of Sweden to the OSCE 

   

 

20.00 

 

 

Reception celebrating 25
th

 anniversary of ODIHR and 20
th

 HDIM 

(Villa Foksal,  Foksal str. 3/5)  

 

  

Tuesday, 20 September 2016 
 

Morning 

8.00 – 10.00 

  

SIDE EVENTS  (08.15 – 09.45) 

       

Meeting Room 2   

Title:                     The Council for Monitoring the Implementation of the Recommendations of UN    

                              Human Rights Mechanisms of the Republic of Serbia: Lessons learned during the   

                              process of establishing mechanism 

Convenor:             OSCE Mission to Serbia 

 

Meeting Room 3   

Title:                     Discrimination of Ukrainian seafarers and OSCE standards 

Convenor:             Ukrainian Independent Maritime Trade Union 
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Belvedere  Room      

Title:                    Women  journalists  on  the  frontline:  experiences  covering  conflict  and conflict- 

                            affected communities 

Convenor:           Delegation of Canada to the OSCE 

 

 

Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 2  (specifically selected topic): 

The international covenants on human rights and their importance for the OSCE human 

dimension 
 

Introducer: Prof. Roman Wieruszewski, Director, Poznan Human Rights Centre 

 

Moderator:          Mr. Omer Fisher, Acting Head, ODIHR Human Rights Department 

 

Rapporteur:     Mr. Fredrik Hansen, Permanent Mission of the Holy See to the OSCE 
 

 

Lunch 

13.00-15.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (13.00 – 14.35) 

 

Meeting Room 1   

Title:                     Gender violence during civil armed conflicts. Example of Ukraine 

Convenor:            IGCP – Information Group on Crimes Against the person 

  

Meeting Room 2 

Title:                     Armenia: Right to Protest and State Reprisals, 2015-2016 

Convenor:             Open Society Foundations - Armenia 

  

Meeting Room 3 

Title:                     Presentation of the 2015 report of the Secretary General of COE on the situation of  

                              Human rights, democracy and the rule of law in Europe 

Convenor:             Council of Europe 

 

Plenary Hall   (13:15-14:30) 

Title:                     Participation of Persons with Disabilities in political and public life 

Convenor:             Permanent Mission of Finland to the OSCE; Permanent Mission of the Russian  

                              Federation to the OSCE; US. Mission to the OSCE; Office for Democratic Institutions   

                              and Human Rights (Democratization Department) 
  

Belvedere Room 

Title:                      Presentation of the 2016 ODIHR Handbook on the Follow-up of Electoral  

                               Recommendations and other Developments of Election Observation Methodology 

Convenor:             OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Right (Election  

                               Department 

 

1
st
 floor, Terrace next to Belvedere room (13.00 – 13.30) 

Title:                      Opening of the exhibition: #LetsDoodle to challenge violent extremism 
 

 

Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 3 (specifically selected topic):  

The international covenants on human rights and their importance for the OSCE human 

dimension (continued) 
 

Introducer:     Prof. Natan Elkin,  Professor for International Labour Law at Jaume I University in 

Castellón de la Plana, Spain 

 

Moderator:  Ms. Christine Hirst, Deputy Head of ODIHR Democratization Department 

 

Rapporteur: Ms. Natalia Kravtsova, Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the OSCE 
 

19.00 Reception hosted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland (Park Miniatur Wojewodztwa 

Mazowieckiego, ul. Senatorska 38)  
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Wednesday, 21 September 2016 
 

 

Morning 

08:00 -10:00 

 

SIDE EVENTS 08.15 – 09.45 

 

Meeting Room 1   

Title:                     Promoting cooperation between the state and civil society in Ukraine 

Convenor:             OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine 

     

Meeting Room 2   

Title:                     Addressing the deteriorating situation of civil society actors and human rights  

                              defenders in Europe 

Convenor:             Council of Europe 

 

Meeting Room 3   

Title:                     Where are we heading? Rule of law in Poland 

Convenor:             Professor Holda Association 

 

Belvedere  Room      

Title:                     Safeguarding freedom of the media in Turkey after the attempted coup 

Convenor:             ARTICLE 19: Global Campaign for Free Expression     

 

 

Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 4  (specifically selected topic): Freedom of assembly and association 

 
Introducer: Mr. Maina Kiai, UN Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly  

                             and of association (video statement) 

 

Introducer:           Mr. Yevgeniy Zhovtis, Director, Kazakhstan International Bureau for Human Rights and  

                            the Rule of Law 

 

Moderator:  Ms. Alice Thomas, Chief of Legislative Support Unit,  Head of ODIHR  

                             Democratization Department 

 

Rapporteur: Mr. Jean-François Lacasse, Delegation of Canada to the OSCE 

 

 

Lunch 

13.00-15.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (13.15  – 14.45) 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title:                     Tajikistan’s Human Rights Crisis 

Convenor:             Human Rights Watch, Norwegian Helsinki Committee    
   

Meeting Room 3 

Title:                     Tolerance and Non-Discrimination of Trans People 

Convenor:             C.O.C.  -  Cultuur  en  Ontspannings  Centrum  (Centre  for  Culture  and Leisure) 

 

Plenary Hall (13.15-14.30) 

Title:                     Protecting Space for Civil Society: A Key to the OSCE Comprehensive 

                              Security Concept 

Convenor:           Swisspeace (Swiss Peace Foundation), Centre for the Development of Democracy and 

Human Rights, International Youth Human Rights  Movement,   International Partnership 

for Human Rights,  Netherlands  Helsinki Committee,   Public Verdict Foundation, 

Human Rights First, Kazakhstan International  Bureau for Human Rights and Rule of Law 

 

Belvedere  Room 

Title:                     Human Rights Compliant Assembly Policing 

Convenor:             OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (Human  

                           Rights Department); Amnesty International, The Netherlands 
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Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 5 (specifically selected topic): 

Freedom of assembly and association (continued) 

 
Introducer:  Ms. Anna Rurka, President of the Conference of INGOs of the Council of Europe 

 

Moderator:   Mr. Omer Fisher, Acting Head of ODIHR Human Rights Department 

 

Rapporteur: Ms. Amélie Delaroche, Permanent Representation of France to the OSCE 

 

 

Evening 

18.00-20.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (18..00 – 19.45) 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title:                    Voices from the field: Central Asia 25 years after independence. Assessing human rights  

                              performance in a troubled region. 

Convenor:             Kazakhstan  International  Bureau  for  Human  Rights  and  Rule  of  Law; 

                              International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR) 

     

Meeting Room 2 

Title:                     Turkmenistan:   The   Imitation   Game   while   Enforced   Disappearances 

                              Continue Unabated. 

Convenor:             Center for the Development of Democracy and Human Rights; Center for the  

                              Development of Democracy and Human Rights; Human Rights Watch; Human Rights  

                              Centre "Memorial"; Norwegian Helsinki Committee 

      

Meeting Room 3 

Title:                      Is normal life in Donbas possible? The situation of civilians in the conflict zone in  

                               Ukraine 

Convenor:             Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights; Deutsch-Russischer Austausch e.V.   

 

Belvedere Room 

Title:                      Crackdown on Independent Media in Russia: How the Kremlin Is Taking over  

                               Newsrooms 

Convenor:             Freedom House, Washington Office 

 

  
Thursday, 22 September 2016 
 

Morning 

08.00 – 10.00 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 08.15 – 09.45 

 

Meeting Room 1   

Title:                     The role of cultural policy in conflict escalation 

Convenor:             "Historical Memory" Foundation 

     

Meeting Room 2   

Title:                    “Donbas:  Surviving  Hell”  –  Documentary  evidences  of  extrajudicial   

                              executions,   enforced   disappearances,   torture   and   gender-conditioned   

                              violence. 

Convenor:             Center for Civil Liberties; Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights 

 

Meeting Room 3   

Title:                     Human Rights in Uzbekistan after Karimov 

Convenor:             International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR) 

 

Belvedere  Room      

Title:                     Rule of law, human rights and security in Turkey 

Convenor:             Netherlands Helsinki Committee 
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Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

  

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 6  

Fundamental freedoms I, including address by the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the 

Media 
 

Introducer: Ms. Dunja Mijatović, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media 

Moderator:  Mr. Frane Maroević, Director of the Office of the Representative on Freedom of the  

                             Media 

 

Rapporteur: Ms. Yvette Szepesi, Permanent Representation of the Netherlands to the OSCE 

 

 

Lunch 

13.00-15.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (13.00 – 14.35) 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title:                     Women, Peace and Security: Lessons from the Frontline 

Convenor:             Permanent Mission of Spain to the OSCE 

  

Meeting Room 2 

Title:                     Ever-shrinking civic space in Azerbaijan 

Convenor:             Amnesty   International;   International   Partnership   for   Human   Rights (IPHR);  

                              Institute for Reporters' Freedom and Safety; International Media Support 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title:                     INTERPOL's reform  and  rights  of  victims  of  politically  motivated extradition  

                              requests: steps forward and emergence of new threats 

Convenor:             Open Dialog Foundation, Center for Civil Liberties  

 

Plenary Hall   (13:15-14:30) 

Title:                    Parliamentary elections in Belarus: assessment from domestic observers and the  

                             impact on the development of the EU-Belarus human rights dialogue 

Convenor:             Assembly of  Pro-Democratic  NGOs  of  Belarus;  Legal  Transformation 

                              Center; Belarusian Human Rights House 

  

Belvedere Room 

Title:                     Human Rights in prisons and other closed institutions in Georgia 

Convenor:             Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Georgia 

 

 

Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 7 

Humanitarian issues and other commitments, including address by the OSCE Special 

Representative/Co-ordinator for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings  
 

Introducer: Ms. Madina Jarbussynova, OSCE Special Representative/Co-ordinator for Combating 

Trafficking in Human Beings 

 

Introducer:           Ms. Lydia Gall, Human Rights Watch 

 

Moderator:  Mr. Marco Bonabello, Senior Co-ordination Adviser, Office of the Special 

Representative  and Co-ordinator for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings 

 

Rapporteur: Ms. Daliborka Janković, Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the OSCE 

 

 

Evening 

18.00-20.00 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (18..00 – 19.45) 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title:                     The  protection  of  human  rights  in  preventing  violent  extremism  and   

                               radicalization that lead to terrorism and foreign terrorist fighters 

Convenor:             OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (Human Rights  
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                              Department) 

        

Meeting Room 2 

Title:                     Problem of refugees: xenophobia and the language of hostilities in Europe 

Convenor:             Interregional Social Movement "For Democracy and Human Rights" 

      

Meeting Room 3 

Title:                     Increasing assault on fundamental rights in Russia 

Convenor:             Foundation "For Environmental and Social Justice" 

   

Belvedere Room 

Title:                     A measure of last  resort?  Tackling the excessive and  abusive  use  of pre-trial  

                              detention in the OSCE region 

Convenor:             Fair Trials 

 

  

Friday, 23 September 2016 
 

 

Morning 

08.00  – 10.00 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 08.15 – 09.45 

 

Meeting Room 1   

Title:                    Safeguards to prevent torture and other ill-treatment during police custody and pretrial  

                            detention 

Convenor:           Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the OSCE, the United Nations and the    

                            International   Organizations;   Embassy   &   Permanent   Mission of Denmark     

 

Meeting Room 2   

Title:                     Promoting Citizen-centered Democracy and Accountability Assessments 

Convenor:             International IDEA 

 

Meeting Room 3   

Title:                     Measuring  the  Rule  of  Law:  Translating  the  power  and  potential  of regional and  

                              international indicators into local advocacy for justice reform 

Convenor:             OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights  

                           (Democratization Department)     

 

Belvedere  Room      

Title:                    “Human rights in zone of the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine (controlled and non-     

                              controlled by Ukrainian government territories)” 

Convenor:             Kharkiv Human Rights Group 

  

Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 8  

Rule of law I 
 

Introducer:       Ms. Michèle Rivet, Visiting Professor at the University of Sherbrooke 

 

Introducer:       Mr. Iskander Alimbayev, lawyer, Almaty City Bar 

  

Moderator:       Dr Marcin Walecki, Head of ODIHR Democratization Department 

  

Rapporteur:      Mr. John Svensson, Permanent Delegation of Sweden to the OSCE 

 

 

Lunch 

13.00-15.00 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (13.00 – 14.35) 

 

Meeting Room 1 

  Title:                    The post-Soviet Judiciary: a tool for administration of justice or a tool of   

oppression? Lack  of  independence  of  the  judiciary  and  prosecution  of HRDs in the 
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Eastern part of the OSCE area 

Convenor:              Netherlands  Helsinki  Committee;  International  Federation  for  Human 

Rights (FIDH) 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title:                     State of Law against Coup D’état 

Convenor:             DAF- World Justice Forum 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title:                     Regional anti-torture initiatives by Central Asian governments 

Convenor:             Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights 

         

Plenary Hall   (13:15-14:30) 

Title:                    'Hostages of the Kremlin': increase of the number of Ukrainian political prisoners in  

                              the Russian Federation and the illegally occupied Crimea 

Convenor:             Open Dialog Foundation, Center for Civil Liberties 

  

Belvedere Room 

Title:                     IRZ panel discussion: Legal and Judicial Reforms in OSCE participating 

                              States and German support 

Convenor:             German Foundation for International Legal Cooperation (IRZ) 

        

 

Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 9  

Rule of law II 
 

Introducer:  Ms. Sandra Krähenmann, Research Fellow, Geneva Academy of International  

                             Humanitarian Law 

 

Introducer:            Sir Malcolm Evans, Chair of the UN Subcommittee for the Prevention of Torture 

 

Moderator:     Mr. Omer Fisher, Deputy Head of Human Rights Department 

 

Rapporteur: Mr. Francis Xavier O’Donoghue, Permanent Mission of Ireland to the OSCE 

 

 

Evening 

18.00-20.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (18..00 – 19.45) 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title:                     Human right violation in Tajikistan 

Convenor:             Eurasian Dialogue 

        

Meeting Room 2 

Title:                     Electoral  Authoritarianism  in  the  OSCE  Region  -  the  Example  of  the 

                              Russian Federation 

Convenor:             European Platform for Democratic Elections 

      

Meeting Room 3 

Title:                     The negative dynamics of torture and Ill treatment in the OSCE region and need of  

                              effective countermeasures 

Convenor:             International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims 

   

 

Belvedere Room 

Title:                     Freedom of speech and situation of journalists in Crimea 

Convenor:             Human Rights Information Center  
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Monday, 26 September 2016 
 

 

Morning 

08:00 -10:00 

 

SIDE EVENTS 8.15 – 9.45 

 

Meeting Room 2   

Title:                     Excluded from the “mainstream”: Rapid assessment of the state of LGBTI 

                               rights across Eurasia 

Convenor:             Amnesty International 

 

Meeting Room 3   

Title:                     Ukraine: Hate speech and Hate crimes against religious groups. The rights of minorities  

                             and indigenous peoples to freedom of belief. The rights of religious organizations and       

                             canon law 

Convenor:             NGO Public Advocacy 
 

Belvedere  Room      

Title:                   The consequences  of  Islamophobic  discourse  in  the  European  political  

                            parties 

Convenor:           European Muslim Initiative for Social Cohesion - EMISCO 
   

 

Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 10   

Tolerance and non-discrimination I, including address by the OSCE High Commissioner on 

National Minorities 
 

Introducer: Director Henrik Villadsen, Officer in Charge of the  Institution, OSCE HCNM 

 

Introducer            Prof. Tom Moring, Professor in Communication and Journalism, Swedish School of 

Social Science, University of Helsinki, Dr. Pol. Sc.,  

 

Moderator:  Mr. Laurentiu Hadirca, Senior Legal Adviser, OSCE HCNM 

 

Rapporteur: Mr. Davit Knyazyan, Delegation of the Republic of Armenia to the OSCE 

  

 

Lunch 

13.00-15.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (13.00 – 14.35) 
 

Meeting Room 1 

Title:                     Refugee crisis: a Key OSCE Matter 

Convenor:             UNITED for Intercultural Action 

  

Meeting Room 2 

Title:                     Pansexual Humanism: The UK’s new State Orthodoxy –countering the intolerance. 

Convenor:             Core Issues Trust 

  

Meeting Room 3 

Title:                     The role of the Islamic Community in Bosnia and Herzegovina by the  

                              institutionalization of Islam in the Member states of EU 

Convenor:             Islamic Community in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 

Plenary Hall   (13:15-14:30) 

Title:                     Tackling hate crime in the UK: Experiences from the frontline, and how to predict and  

                              respond to spikes in hate crime reporting 

Convenor:             United Kingdom Delegation to the OSCE 

  

Belvedere Room 

Title:                   #StopTheHate 

Convenor:           OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights ( Tolerance and 

                             Non-Discrimination Department) 
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Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 11  

Tolerance and non-discrimination I (continued), including prevention and responses to hate 

crimes in the OSCE area, and combating racism, xenophobia and discrimination, also 

focusing on intolerance on religious grounds  
 

Introducer:            Amb. Antje  Leendertse, Head of the Task Force for the 2016 OSCE Chairmanship, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Germany 

 

Introducer: Mr. Mathew Collins, the author of  “Hate my life in the British far right” and an activist 

in the “HOPE not hate” 

 

Moderator:  Ms. Cristina M. Finch, Head of  ODIHR Tolerance and Non-Discrimination Department 

 

Rapporteur: Ms. Annemie Lelie, Permanent Representation of the Kingdom of Belgium to the OSCE 

 

 

Evening 

18.00-20.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (18.00 – 19.45) 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title:                     Up-to-date information about the persecuted new Czech religious society Guru Jara and  

                              Barbora Plaskova. 

Convenor:             Religious Society Path Guru Jara 

        

Meeting Room 2 

Title:                     Presentation of the Pan-European Report "Xenophobia, Discrimination and aggressive  

                              Nationalism in 2015" 

Convenor:             European Center for Democracy Development 

     

Meeting Room 3 

Title:                     Freedom of Religion or Belief in the OSCE region 

Convenor:            Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW); Baha'i International Community,   

                               Brussels office; CEJI - A Jewish Contribution to an Inclusive Europe; Office  of the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

   

Belvedere Room 

Title:                     Building Coalitions to Combat Hate  

Convenor:             United States Mission to the OSCE 

 

  

Tuesday, 27 September 2016 
 

 

Morning 

08:00 -10:00 

 

SIDE EVENTS 08.15 –09.45 

 

Meeting Room 1   

Title:                     Film Review: ‘Voices of the Silenced: experts, evidences and ideology’ 

Convenor:             Core Issues Trust 

 

Meeting Room 2   

Title:                      Freedom   of   Religion   and   WAQFS:  

                               Examples   of   the   Only   Muslim Minorities in Europe – Turks of   

                       Western Thrace and Muslim Community in Bulgaria 

Convenor:             Muslim Denomination in Bulgaria 

 

Belvedere  Room      

Title:                     Establishing State Reporting on Human Dimension Commitments - Launch of the  

                             Report: “Implementation of OSCE Commitments on Human Rights and Democracy in   

                             Germany 2016” 

Convenor:             German Institute for Human Rights 
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Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 12  

Fundamental freedoms I (continued), including freedom of thought, conscience, religion or 

belief 
 

Introducer:  Mr. Heiner Bielefeldt, UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief 

 

Introducer:            Ms. Joelle Fiss, researcher, independent consultant, member of OSCE/ODIHR Panel of 

Experts on Freedom of Religion or Belief 

 

Moderator: Dr  Kishan Manoha, Senior Advisor, ODIHR Human Rights Department 

 

Rapporteur:  Mr. John McKane, United States Mission to the Organization for Security and Co-

operation in Europe 

 

 

Lunch 

13.00-15.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (13.00 – 14.35) 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title:                     Fundamental freedoms during the election campaigns 

Convenor:             Russian Public Institute of Electoral Law     

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title:                   Human Rights and Press Freedom in Ukraine 

Convenor:           Ukraine Committee Europe  

 
Meeting Room 3 

Title:                     Participation of the minorities to the political life and the post- colonial attitudes of  

                              the society. 

Convenor:             COJEP International  

 

Plenary Hall   (13:15-14:30) 

Title:                     Situation  with  the  Freedom  of  Religion  or  Belief  (FoRB)  and  Their 

                              Defenders in the former CIS Countries 

Convenor:             Open Viewpoint Public Foundation, Kyrgyzstan  

 

Belvedere Room 

Title:                    Persecution of Crimean Tatars as a crime against humanity 

Convenor:            International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR) 

 

 

Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 13  

Fundamental freedoms II, including freedom of movement 
 

Introducer: Ms. Iryna Sushko,  Head of NGO “Europe Without Barriers”  

 

Introducer:           Mr. Gerald Kraus, Chairman of the European Stability Initiative (video statement) 

 

Moderator:  Dr Marcin Walecki, Head of ODIHR Democratization Department 

 

Rapporteur: Ms. Helen Teasdale, United Kingdom Delegation to the OSCE in Vienna 

 

 

 

Evening 

18.00-20.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (18..00 – 19.45) 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title:                     Vulnerability and discrimination: the fate of migrant workers from Central 

                               Asia 

Convenor:             International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) 

 



  

12 

 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title:                     Announcement of annual report of ORIW in French Country in Europe 

Convenor:             Organisation Racism and Islamophobia Watch (ORIW)   

 

Belvedere Room 

Title:                     Discrimination    of    Indigenous    Peoples    in    conditions    of    modern 

                              Ukrainian-Russian war conflict 

Convenor:             Crimean Tatar Resource Centre 

  

 Time:                    18.30  

Venue:                  Austrian Cultural Forum, Str. Próżna 7/9 

Title:                    Priorities of the incoming Austrian CiO for the Third Dimension    

Convenor:            MFA of Austria          

 

The side event is followed by reception 

 

 

20:00  Reception hosted by incoming Austrian OSCE Chairmanship-in-Office (Austrian Cultural Forum, Str. 

Próżna 7/9) 

  

Wednesday, 28 September 2016 
 

 

Morning 

08:00 -10:00 

 

SIDE EVENTS 08.15 – 09.45 

 

Meeting Room 1   

Title:                     Political Prisoners in Tajikistan.  

Convenor:             Islamic  Renaissance Party 

 

Belvedere  Room      

Title:                      Women’s Power Breakfast: “How to reform political parties from a gender   

                               perspective?” 

Convenor:             OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights    

                            (Democratization Department)   

 

 

Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 14  

Tolerance and non-discrimination II, including ensuring equal opportunity for women and 

men in all spheres in life, including through implementation of the OSCE Action Plan for the 

Promotion of Gender Equality 

 
Introducer: Amb. Melanne Verveer, Special Representative of the OSCE Chair-in-Office on Gender 

Issues (video statement) 

 

Introducer: Ms. Anna Lindqvist, Director of Men for Gender Equality Sweden/Co- Chair of  

MenEngage Europe 

 

Moderator:  Amb. Miroslava Beham, OSCE's Senior Adviser on Gender Issues 

 

Rapporteur: Ms. Zsófia Elek, Permanent Mission of Hungary to the OSCE, the UN and other   

                             International Organizations 

 

 

Lunch 

13.00-15.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (13.00 – 14.35) 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title:                     Connecting Women’s Local Experiences to Empower Change 

Convenor:             OSCE Mission to Moldova; OSCE Office in Tajikistan; OSCE Office in 

                              Yerevan 
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Meeting Room 2 

Title:                     Inclusive Security Forces 

Convenor:             European Organisation of Military Associations (EUROMIL) 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title:                    Gender Equality: 1325 Reloaded: high time for new policies to enhance the impact  of   

                             the  Women,  Peace,  Security-agenda  in  OSCE  participating States and beyond! 

Convenor:             Swisspeace (Swiss Peace Foundation) 

 

Plenary Hall   (13:15-14:30) 

Title:                    "Women reproductive  rights:  choice  for  motherhood  should  be  neither imposed nor 

limited by any authorities" 

Convenor:             Anti-Discrimination Centre "Memorial"   

    

Belvedere Room 

Title:                    "Geopolitical situation  in  the  "Intermarium"  region  and  its  impact  on human rights   

                              in Belarus" 

Convenor:             European Belarus Foundation 

 

 

Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

  

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 15  

Tolerance and non-discrimination II (continued), including Roma and Sinti issues, including 

implementation of the OSCE Action Plan on Improving the Situation of Roma and Sinti 
  

Introducer: Ms. Lucie Fuková, Roma activist and politician 

 

Introducer:           Mr. Valeriu Nicolae, Special Representative of the Secretary General of the Council of  

                             Europe for Roma Issues 

 

Moderator:           Ms. Mirjam-Angela Karoly, Chief of the ODIHR Contact Point for Roma and Sinti 

                             Issues (CPRSI) 

 

Rapporteur:         Ms. Cătălina Bolma, Delegation of the European Union to the OSCE 

  

 

Evening 

18.00-21.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENT 

 

Time:                   18.30 – 21.00 

Venue:                 POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews  

Str. Mordechaja Anielewicza 6 (transport is provided) 

 Title:                   Turning Words into Action:  Addressing Anti-Semitism, Intolerance and  

                             Discrimination through Education: Exploring challenges, opportunities and  

                             best practices in the OSCE region. 

 Convenor:           Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR), POLIN Museum 

                              

The side event is followed by reception 

 

  

Thursday, 29 September 2016 
 

 

Morning 

08:00 -10:00 

 

SIDE EVENTS 08.15 –09.45 

 

Meeting Room 2   

Title:                     Youth inclusion and the OSCE: furthering security and cooperation 

Convenor:             Office of the Special Representative of the OSCE Chairmanship-in-Office on Youth  

                              and Security 

 

Meeting Room 3   
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Title:                     Protection against discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation, gender identity and   

                              sex characteristics in the EU 

Convenor:             European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

 

Belvedere  Room      

Title:                     What  the  Yukos  cases  teach  about  the  Rule  of  Law  and  International 

                               Enforcement of Human Rights 

Convenor:             A&G Law LLC, The Lantos Foundation for Human Rights & Justice 

 

 

Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

 

  

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 16  (specifically selected topic): 

Rights of the child 
 

Introducer: Mr. Andrej Vukčević, a 17 year old pupil of Podgorica Gymnasium 

 

Introducer:           Ms. Beat Bislim Olahova, Project Programme Manager at the Roma Education Fund,  

                             Budapest 

 

Moderator:    Mr. Omer Fisher, Deputy Head of Human Rights Department, ODIHR 

 

Rapporteur: Ms. Eglė Maier, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Lithuania to the International  

                             Organizations in Vienna 

 

 

Lunch 

13.00-15.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (13.00 – 14.35) 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title:                    “Who’s going to try to prevent it?” Report on the findings of the practice of FGM in  

                              the Republic of Dagestan 

Convenor:             Stichting Russian Justice Initiative 

         

Meeting Room 2 

Title:                     Regional Side Event "Progressive abolition of Violence Against Children in closed  

                              institutions in Central Asia" (special focus on Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan) 

Convenor:             Penal Reform International; Regional Office in Central Asia 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title:                     Political, social and cultural rights and freedoms in Europe and Ukraine. 

Convenor:             NGO Public Advocacy       

 

Plenary Hall   (13:15-14:30) 

Title:                     Gender Mainstreaming: the Uk’s challenge in guarding their children 

Convenor:             Christian Legal Centre (London); Core Issues Trust      

 

Belvedere Room 

Title:                      Advancing Efforts to Combat Antisemitism in the OSCE Region including  

                               Endorsement of the Working Definition 

Convenor:             Global Jewish advocacy (AJC) 

 

 

Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 17  (specifically selected topic):  

Rights of the child (continued) 
 

Introducer: Ms. Pauline Dörrich, an 8-grade student from Stuttgart who initiated a local movement of 

child-to-child support for refugee children: refugeekidsofstuttgart.org 

 

Introducer: Mr. Saša Stefanović, coordinator of MODS - Network of Child Rights Organizations 

from Serbia 

 

Moderator:  Ms. Katarzyna Jarosiewicz-Wargan, ODIHR First Deputy Director 
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Rapporteur: Mr. Jürgen Heissel, Permanent Mission of Austria to the OSCE 

 

 

 

Evening 

18.00-20.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS (18..00 – 19.45) 

        

Meeting Room 2 

Title:                     Management of ethnic conflict in East-European countries 

Convenor:             Institute of European Studies 
 

Meeting Room 3 

Title:                      What’s next for judicial reform inUkraine? 

Convenor:              OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine 
 

Belvedere Room 

Title:                     Presentation of documental film "Silent World" 

Convenor:             Azerbaijan Institute for Democracy and Human Rights - AIDHR  

 

 

20.00 

 

Reception hosted by the German OSCE Chairmanship-in-Office  (Club ‘Miłość’, str. Kredytowa 9) 

  

Friday, 30 September 2016 
 

 

Morning 

10.00 ~11.30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 18 

Discussion of human dimension activities (with special emphasis on project work) 
 

Introducer: Ms. Katarzyna Jarosiewicz-Wargan, ODIHR First Deputy Director 

 

Introducer: Amb. Vaidotas Verba, OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine 

 

Introducer:  Ms. Cristina M. Finch, Head of  ODIHR Tolerance and Non-Discrimination Department 

 

Moderator:  Mr. Luc Lietaer,  Project Co-ordinator, ODIHR 

 

Rapporteur:  Ms. Nevena Jovanović, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Serbia to the OSCE and 

other International Organizations in Vienna 

 

 

~11:30 -13.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING REINFORCED PLENARY SESSION  

 

Chair: Mr. Michael Georg Link, Director  of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 

Rights (OSCE ODIHR)  

 

Statements by Delegations 

 

Right of reply 
 

Closing remarks:   

            H.E. Lamberto Zannier, OSCE Secretary General 

Ambassador Eberhard Pohl, Permanent Representative of Germany to the OSCE, Chairperson of 

the Permanent Council, on behalf of Mr. Gernot Erler, Dr (h. c.),  Special Representative of the 

Federal Government of Germany for  the OSCE Chairmanship in 2016 

 

            Mr. Michael Georg Link, Director  of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 

Rights (OSCE ODIHR) 
 

Closing 
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