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A Brief History

Belarus ratified the Aarhus Convention ori"14
December, 1999

by the Presidential Decreég@ T H C

" On approval of the Convention on Access to
Information, Public Participation in Deciston
making and Access to Justice in Environmental
Matters ™.

The Convention entered into force on 30
October 2001.



In accordanceavith the Law

"On normative legal acts of the Republic
of Belarus" Convention shall be
consideredaspart of the legislationof the
Republicof Belarusand its provisionsare
obligatory for all law enforcement
agenciesofficialsandcitizens



Establishment of the Aarhus Centre of the
Republic of Belarus

The Aarhus Centre of the Republic of Belarus was
establishedon 30 December,2005 under the joint project

of the Ministry of Natural Resourcesand Environmental
Protectionof the Republicof Belarusandthe OSCBfficein
Minsk (in accordancewith the order of the Ministry of
Natural Resourcesand Environmental Protection of the
Republic of Belarus of 30.122005 S 421). It was
establishedto facilitate the implementationof the Aarhus
Conventionn the Republicof Belarus TheAarhusCentreof
the Republic of Belarus operates on the basis of RUE
a. St | NREsedr¢ch@entre a Ecologya 0 2 NH | ySA |
subordinatedio the Ministry of Environment)




Provision of functioning

A Financial support from the state budget,
premises and communication services are
providedby the Ministry of NaturalResources
and EnvironmentalProtectionof the Republic
of Belarus



The main activities of the Aarhus Centre of the
Republic of Belarus

receipt and consideration of appeals of citizens and organizations for the
protection of the environmentand natural resources

collection, accumulation, storage and dissemination of environmental
information, i.d at the request of individuals and businessesfunctioning of the
mini-library;

organization of consultationson issuesof environmental legislation relating to
the implementation of the Aarhus Convention,accessand assistancein finding
regulationsrelating to the environment;

advising individuals and businesseson_ the_ application of their rights and
responsibilities in the area of | @Oesnaranmental information, public
participation in decisionmakingand accesgo justicein environmentalmatters;

organization and assisting in the conduction of meetings of the Public
CoordinationEnvironmentalCouncilunder the Ministry of Natural Resourcesand
Environment
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The main activities of the Aarhus Centre of the
Republic of Belarus (Continuation)

organizingand holding public discussionson the draft regulations,the adoption
of which could have an impact on the environment, the collection and
compilation of proposals

conductingeducationalevents(reports, lectures,presentations)

working with the media, publications in the print media, radio massages,
distribution of bookletsof AarhusCentre

participation in the eventsorganizedby public ecologicalorganizations

participation in the events organized by the authorities, concerning the
Implementation of the AarhusConvention

provide practical assistanceto the authorities in the application of their
obligationsto implementthe provisionsof the AarhusConvention

keepingup to date the list of public organizationsand associationsengagedin
the field of environmentalprotection andrational useof natural resources
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The main activities of the Aarhus Centre of the Republic of
Belarus (Continuation)

keepingup to date the website that highlightsissuesof implementation
of the AarhusConventionin the Republicof Belarus- aarhusbelcom;

promotion of international cooperation in the implementation of the
AarhusConvention the study of international experience

participation in the eventsorganizedby international organizations,and
relevantto the implementation of the AarhusConvention

assistin the implementation of international environmentalagreements

work on the improvement of the national legislation to better comply
with the provisionsof the AarhusConvention

participation in the creation and interaction with the first regional
Hrodna Aarhus Centre (conduction of joint events, permanent
consultationon legislationand practicalissuesjoint publications,etc.);



o  Po o  To  I»

The main activities of the Aarhus Centre of the Republic of
Belarus (Continuation)

participation in activities of development of amendments to the national
legislationto better complywith the provisionsof the AarhusConvention

participation in the activities of the project of developmentof National Register
of Releasesand Transfersof Pollutants

activitiesrelated to geneticallymodified organisms

assistanceto organizationswhose activities are related to the protection of the
rights of homelessanimals

project activity



Participation in public discussions in the frame of assessment of the environmental impact of the proposed
economic activity to expand the pig farm for 25 thousand heads with increment to
50 thousand heads per year (reproductive and fattening),
and of the construction
/ of factory farming for growing and fattening
chicken broiler and associated facilities in Open JSC
b! t SEIF' yYRNAIF ¢ {Klf2@0alée R
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Educational activities
In Hrodna Regional
Scientific and Technical Library



Further activities with the support of OSCE

Project: Strengthening the implementation of the Aarhus Convention In
Belarus

Planned activities:

A Awarenessraising meetings;

Update/upgrade the website of the Aarhus Centre, including database of
environmental information;

A

A Preparation and publishing practical recommendations on the public
participation;

A Free access to the environmental library, database of the legal code and
assistance in inquiring environmental information;

A

Meetings between business, NGOs and local authorities



Email of the Aarhus Centre of the

Republic of Belarus:

aarhus.by@gmail.com



AARHUS CENTRE

Coordinator of Hrodna Aarhus Centre
lalanta Ramanovich

Hrodna Aarhus Centre was established under the joint project of the European Union and United Nations
Development Programme «Support to the development of a comprehensive frame-work for international
cooperation in the Republic of Belarus» with the support of Ministry of Environment.



The opening of Hrodna Aarhus Centre

A HrodnaAarhusCentrec the first regional AarhusCentrein the Republic
of Belarus¢ wasopenedon 16th November2012under the joint project
of the EuropeanUnion and United Nations Development Programme
G { dzLJLi? ti& development of a comprehensive framework for
international cooperation in the Republicof . St | blibitde ebasis of
Hrodna Regional Committee of Natural Resourcesand Environmental
Protection.
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Mission

The mission of Hrodna Aarhus Centre is to promote
Implementation of the Conventionon Accessto Information,
PublicParticipationin Decisiormakingand Accesgo Justicein
Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention) in Hrodna and

Hrodnaregion
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Main activities of Hrodna Aarhus Centre

consultingcitizensand legalentities on environmentalmatters,

legal support of the public concernedin decisionmaking on environmental
matters;

providing educational activities on accessto environmental information, public
participation in environmental decisionmaking and access to justice in
environmentalmatters;

environmentalawareness
cooperationwith state agenciesand organizations
Interaction with the AarhusCentreof the Republicof Belarus

providing environmental and legal literature from the library of Hrodna Aarhus
Centre

interaction with the representativesof HrodnaMassMedia



Cooperation with state agencies in Hrodna

A Dissemination of information on the provisions of the Aarhus

Convention
A Thejoint conductionof activities for the disseminationof environmental

iInformation.
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Educational activities

A Trainings"Forms of accessto environmental A Y F 2 NJYfor(Hko@ny students
(YankaKupalaState University Hrodna, Hrodna State Agrarian University,a . E t
Institute of Lawa




Educational activities (Continuation)

A For Librarians
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http://www.ohranaprirody.arodno.by/aarhus/en/

/& Home page. Aarhus Cent: x n - -~ s - =
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,‘ About Hrodna Aarhus Centre
M About the Aarhus Convention Mission and activities

The mission of the Aarhus Centre in Hrodna is to promote implementation of the Convention on Access
Access to i ; to ion, Public ici in D king and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters
(Aarhus Convention), in the city of Hrodna and Hrodna region.

Public Participation in Environmental
decision-making Activities:

Access to Justice in Environmental e assistance in providing access to i ion, public in decisi king and access
matters 1o justice in environmental matters;

of between the and the publicto access to information,
Actual: public participation in decision-making and access to justice in environmental matters;

environmental education and raising public's awareness of envirenmental protection and rational
use of natural resources;

Activities of Hrodna Aarhus Centre study of and inthe ir of the Aarhus
/ Convention

The Protocol on Pollutant Release News

and Transfer Registerd

Training workshops on Access to Information

& Hrodna Aarhus Centre is planning to conduct series of training on Access to E

Information under the C on Access to Public P in Deci

Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus C ). officials,

Hrodna enterprises, educational institutions and the public concerned are invited to participate in the
activities.

More information about the subject and time of the training you can get in Hrodna Aarhus Centre: the
Impact of the Aarhus Centre - (alanta Ramanovich: Hrodna, str. Sovetskaya, 23, office 33, Hrodna
Aarhus Centre, tel. (0152) 74-03-70.

Construction NPP

More

2112012
The first regional Aarhus Centre will be opened in Hrodna
The ceremony of official opening of the Aarhus Centre in Hrodna will be

conducted on 16th of November, 2012.
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Appeals of citizens and legal entities

Hrodna AarhusCentreconsidersappealson matters related to the environment, for
example

Assistancen clarification of legalacts
Promotingaccesgo environmentalinformation;
Cuttingtreesin Hrodng

Emissionf the enterprises

Constructionof the plants;

Proceduredor requestingenvironmentalinformation;
Theenvironmentof Hrodnaandits region;

Thewaste andincineration of waste

To To To To Do Do Do I



The Library of Hrodna Aarhus Centre

A Thelibrary fund is formed, it includesabout 200titles

A The electronic catalog is now being prepared, it will be
availableon the webpageof HrodnaAarhusCentre



Interaction with the Media

Theinformation on the activities of Hrodna Aarhus
Centreis disseminatedto the media.



Environmental protection activities

A22NIR /fSIFydzd nnmud [ SGQa R2 LOH { SLI
A Ecological actions, AprilSeptember 2012
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A Cleaning action of the banks difie river Kotra Hrodna region, June 5, 2013
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