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FOREWORD 

Trafficking in Human Beings (THB) is a transnational threat to all OSCE participating States which shows no signs of 
diminishing. Modern slavery in the 21st century continues to be a challenge to the international community despite 
our best efforts to eradicate this crime against humanity, to guarantee the safety and well-being of women, men and 
children and ensure that they are free from exploitation and torture. It is our common responsibility and our mission 
to achieve this goal of a secure society free from products and services produced through exploitation.

THB is a gross violation of human rights. The OSCE has reiterated that: it is an abhorrent human rights abuse (OSCE 
Ministerial Decision MC(8).DEC/1 ); an abhorrent violation of the dignity and rights of human beings (MC(10).JOUR/2); 
it violates human dignity and undermines the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms (MC.DEC/13/05; 
MC.DEC/14/06). In January 2010, this notion of human trafficking was confirmed by the European Court on Human 
Rights, which recognized THB, in line with Article 4 of the European Convention on Human Rights, as a form of 
slavery and forced labour. 

The OSCE addresses human trafficking as part and parcel of our efforts to ensure common and comprehensive 
security, as an issue encompassing all three OSCE dimensions – even though, protecting the rights of trafficked 
persons, their interests, their rehabilitation and reintegration have always been at the centre of our activities and our 
ongoing dialogue with the participating States. The OSCE has provided the participating States with advanced and 
comprehensive recommendations on what can (and should) be done to ensure adequate protection and assistance 
to the victims of this horrendous crime.  

Still, another critical side of tackling human trafficking is not adequately studied, the criminal component. This lacuna 
of knowledge has posed a serious challenge to the effective identification of trafficking cases and equally to efficient 
prosecution. In comparison with the huge amount of persons estimated to be trafficked annually across borders, 
which amount to more than 500,000, as well as those trafficked internally, the 5,000 cases of actual prosecutions 
make a mockery of the plight of the victims, their broken destinies, and hinder the process of recovery from their 
suffering and trauma, as well as the restoration of their dignity. 

This is why the OSCE proposed to implement an Expert Group Initiative under the United Nations Global Initiative 
to Fight Human Trafficking and undertook an exploratory research “Analysing the Business Model of Trafficking in 
Human Beings to Better Prevent the Crime” – an innovative study carried out by a team of internationally recognized 
experts, Ms. Alexis Aronowitz (the main author/consultant), Mag. Gerda Theuermann (consultant, international expert 
on migration and THB issues), and Dr. Elena Tyuryukanova (consultant, Director of Centre for Migration Studies). 
Led by Ms. Aronowitz, known in the anti-trafficking community for her book “Human Trafficking. Human Misery. The 
Global Trade in Human Beings”, the team produced evidence-based research revealing criminal gangs and their 
modus operandi, thus helping to confront and dismantle the criminal business. The expression “Trafficking pays!” 
is an apt statement of the raison d’être behind all criminal networks and those facilitating this heinous crime. How 
can one undermine this profit motive along with the seemingly zero risk of the undertaking? The study provides 
some possible answers for serious consideration. It is a timely and significant step forward in the joint efforts of 
the international community to stamp out THB – a crime and a violation of the whole spectrum of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms.
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